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IMPARTIAL STRICTURES 



ON THE POEM CALLED 



THE PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 



^ X H E advice which Sir Ifaac Newton gave Dr. Bentley, 

^ .' that " he might Jlart a variety of game in every hujh^ if he would 

i . *' but take the trouble to beat for it^'' is the hint, it appears, from 
K whicTi the Author of " The Purfuits of Literature^' who has 

^ proved himfelf a mere cockney fportfman in a purfuit of this 

nature, has modelled his condu£l in the field ; for, under the 
impreffion of this advice, he immediately fets out with his 
gun upon his Ihoulder, determined to beat every bufti that he 
can find ; and conceiving all birds equally to come under the 
^ denomination of game, indifcriminately fires at every thing 
which crofles him. But though we cannot compliment him 
on his knowledge as a fportfman, yet the flaughter that he 
has made excites no fmail degree of aftonifhment ; for he re- 
turns from his purfuit with his game-bag loaded with fuch a 
mixture of partridges and fparrows, of pheafants and geefe, as 
plainly Qiews^his determination to compenfate for his igno- 
rance as to their quality^ by the quantity of birds that he has 
killed. 

It would not be more imprafticable, than it is far from my 
, intention, to attempt a full and minute anfwer to-each indivi- 
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dual topic dcfcrving ccnfure which the Purfuits of Literature 
contains. My defign is merely to give fonac general Suifturef 
on the ftylc and manner of the Work, with Obfervations on 
a few of the mod ftriking paflages, in order to {hew that the 
cfFeA and avowed objc6l of it are completely at varia^pce with 
each other ; as well as to expofe a few initances of the ilU- 
beral abufe, the perfonal invedive, and the grofs mifrepre* 
fentation in which it abounds. 

So much has been faid upon this publication, that I (hould 
be deterred from adding any obfervations of my own, did it 
not appear that thofe already given have iii general been either 
too much actuated by refentment, or influenced by a preju-? 
dice in its favbur ; and h^nce, whilft by fome it is not allowed 
to poiTefs any merit, by others again it is denied to have any 
faultSr 

The intentions with which the Aqthor tells us that his 
book was written^ are, admitting thofe intentions to be fin« 
cere, not only juft and juflifiable, but laudable. I would not 
even objefl: to the vanity by which they are afluated. A 
Poet, like a General, ought to believe himfelf competent to 
fucceed in any undertaking, What I complain of is, that 
the Author of the Purfuits of Literature abandons his inten- 
tions, aiad afts in a manner totally repugnant to them. He 
comes ferth, as he tells us, (and boldly too he confefles,) in 
behalf of his country, her literature, her laws, her religion, 
and her government j and publilhes his Poem froni a full con- 
viftion of its tendency to promote the public welfare, and 
that neither the civil nor the religious ^ate of Eng\and (hall 
be difturbed nor pverthrown, if any obfervations of his can 
avail. This; intention, it muft be acknowledged, is patriotic 
and praife-worthy. In whatever manner a man e^ideavours 
|o promotf the intereft of his country, (and patriptifm exhi- 
bits itfelf in various fhapes,) be it through the medium of a 
poem, or by eian&'wg fun-beams from cucumbers, he de- 
icxves credit for it. But I much fear, in this inftance, thf 
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means are inadequate to the defign. I fpeak this with regref. 
I wiih the intentions of the Author of the Purfuits of Litera- 
ture were realized, and that his poem would turn out to be 
the great national ftjptic* The meafiires intended for dur 
prefervationi and thofe for our deftruflion, often prove equally 
abortive. It is n6t long fince that we were told, that the laws^ 
the religion, and the government of the country were to have 
been overturned by. means oi 2l miracukus float \ when,lo ! we 
jiave the confolation of feeing miracle oppofed to miracle^ and 
a miraculous poem^ ftrengthened with a rampart of profe, ftarts 
iip like a friendly genius to our afliftance, and tellsi us to be- 
hold our preferver. In this inftance at leaft the caufe of our 
hope and our apprehenfion is equally balanced. I ^m at a lofs 
to which to give the preference^ whether to the ingenious in- 
vader, or the patriotic proteftor, of our country j whether to 
admire moft the miraculous raft^ or the wonderful poem. 
Of this I am certain, that the authors of both are deferving of 
a place in the acadbmy with the national projedors of La- 
putai 

Yet let the ndt givei td any one more than is juftly his due. 
The Author of the Purfuits of Literature cannot lay claim to 
the merit of being the firft inventor of this toroAif opjxaxoy, this 
fiate nofirum, as it may be called. The idea is neither novel^ 
nor confined to him^ I have read fomewhere or other of an 
author long befote his time, who, inftigated by motives 
equally patriotic, and a like vanity of his x>wn talents, pro- 
pofed either to difengage his country from war, or to obtaia 
fooie other important national advantage, by meand of a lite- 
rary work which he was to publiih for that eJicprefs purpofe. 

In the Arabian Nights £ntertainmentS| and other books of 
that defcription, we frequently fee that the repetition of cer- 
tain cabaliftical words works great miracles. And I men- 
tion this as a hint to the Author of the Purfuits of Lite- 
rature to ftudy thofe words with attention, and endeavour to 
compofe a poem upon thefame principle ; for if a few words 
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have produced fucK aftdnifhing efFefls, what might we not 
expe£t from a whole book written in a fimilar manner i It 
muft certainly a£l as a State prefervative. 

We have likewife an example of thefe wonder-working 
words in the Memoirs of Martinus Scribterus, where, when 
young Martin had broken his leg, bis father Cornelius, flitting 
a reed and tying the two parts of it to the disjointed place, 
pronounced thefe words—" DarieS, daries, aftataries, difluna- 
'^ piter, huat, hanat, huat, ifta, pifta, iiila, domi, abo, dam- 
" nauftra." Without meaning to invalidate the efficacy of this 
mode of treatment, I atii compelled to add, that Cornelius 
was difappointed in his expectations, and found that his charm 
had no efFeft. But I would not have the Author of the Pur- 
fuits of Literature diflieartened at the bad fucccfs of Corne- 
lius's experiment, which might pofSbly arife from a fufficient 
want of attention to the manner of pronouncing the fanative 
words, or from the non-obfervance of fome other ceremony 
that was required. 

Some magical books it is requifite to read backwards in 
order to work the defined effeft. Perhaps this may be the 
cafe with the Purfuits of Literature. Whether it is fo or not 
I will not undertake to fay ; I leave it to others to make the 
experiment. • 

With regard to the general compofition of this Work, it 
is charaderifed by that novelty of fyftem, which in other in- 
ftances the Author fo loudly deprecates. He has obferved 
himfelf, of the Notes, that they are of a ftructure peculiar to 
themfelves : and it certainly differs not more from the gene- 
ral plan of compofition in any thing than it does in thi§, that 
the Poetry is read on account of the Notes, whereas in general 
Notes are only referred to on account of the Poem to which 
they are annexed. By moft authors they are introduced for 
the fake of explanation j but here they are often given with- 
out the leaft reference or relation to the fubje£l. 

In the Poem, confidered abftradledly by itfelf, and inde- 
pendent 
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pendent.of the Notes, there is no great room for commenda* 
tion. Indeed it is a mifapplicatioa of terms to call it a Poem. 
There is a total want of plan, and an infufficiency both of.ob^ 
je£l and defign, neceflary to entitle it to that appellation. It 
is an unconnefted rhapfody in rhime, accompanied with an 
heterogeneous mafs of profe : the difgorgement of a head la- 
bouring with much reading, giving very littleproof of poeti- 
cal genius, and no great example of tafte. 

The Author is certainly a man of abilities and extenfive 
erudition, but he has difplayed more learning than natural in- 
vention.: ^ Studium fine divite vena." His poetical talents arc 
rather aci}uired than original. There is a barflinefs in his 
verfification incompatible with the fuavity of genuine poetry. 
His ftyle in many places refembles that of the late Dr. John- 
fon, though greatly inferior to it — for the moft part correft, 
and fometimes energetic — but ftifF, laboured, and inharmoni- 
ous. I am not certain that the following lines are entitled to 
originality of idea, neither are they models of harmonious 
verfification, but they are not devoid of all poetical beauty: 

** The bards who once the wreaths of glory wore, 
" Cloth 'd in tranflucent veil their wond'rous lore ; 
" The tales they fung a willing age believed, 
" Charm'd into truth, and without guile deceived : 
*' Where'er they rov'd, young fancy and the muCe 
" Wav'd high their mirror of a thoufand hues j 
** They gazM ; and as in varying guife pourtray'd* 
" Aerial phantoms hov*ring round them play'd, 
*' Gave to each fleeting form that fhot along 
" Exiftence everlafting as their fong ; 
** And as by Nature's ftrength the tablet grew, 
** Rapture the pencil guided as they drew." 

The lines too on Catcot in the firfl- part, on Rofcoe in the 
fecond, the defcription of his Mufe, and his charader of a 

Poet, 
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Pde^ in the fourth^ ire above mediocrity, t would alfo itt'^ 
fiance, as though laft not leaft, the fix concluding lines of the 
Iburth part : 

^ Go warn in folemn accents, bold and brief, 

<* The flumb'ring Minifter, and factious Chief i 

*^ Mourn proudeft empires proftrate in the duft, 

** Tiaras, fanes and pontiffs, crown and buft ; 

^ And laft» as through the fmould'ring f(ames you turn, 

<^ Snatch the palladium though the temple burn." 

Thefe lines, with fome few others which I could felc£l, are irt 
a ftyle of compofition by no means contemptible j but the ge^ 
nerality of his poetry is iliffand inelegant, and many paflages 
extremely low and poor. It would be too great a compliment 
to apply to him what Mitchell faid on perufing Pope's beau- 
tiful Eflay : 

^ Beauties and faults fo thick He fcatterM here ; 
^ Thofe I could read, if thefe were not fo near.** 

With more juftlce we may add—** Nil fuit unquam fic irrf- 
•' par fibi,'* — for his ftyle is by no means equal or regular j 
and when he does foar for a time, it is only to make the rapt* 
dity of his defcent again the more aftonifhing : 

" Tolluntur in altum, ut lapfu graviore cadant." 

What can be poorer than thefe lines for example : 

*' Hold ; no^ is it well 
^ In ftrains like thefe of manufcripts to tell ? 
** Of notes, bonds, deeds, receipts, fac-(imilies^ 
*' And all that lawyers feign for proper fees V* 

Or thefe, 

*' Enough for me great Shakefpear's word to bear,- 
* Though but in common with the vulgar ear, 

" Without 
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^ Without one note, or horn-book in my head, 
** Ritfon's coarfe trafh, or lumber of the dead ; 
** When flippant wit, and book-learn'd confidence 
*^ Alone give right to fcience, tafte, and fenfe; 
*' When modeft worth by idle boafting's ihewn, 
^* Then, nor till then, will I approve Malone." 

Again, 

^ Afk where Rome*s church is founded ? On a ftecp 
** Which Herefy's wild winds invain may fweepi 
*' Alone where finners may have reft fecure, 
*V One only undefil'd, one only pure. 
^^ Blame you her cumbrous pomp, her iron rod, 
« Or trumpery rclicks of her faints half (hod ? 
^ Lo confeflbrs, in every hamlet found, 
^* With facred fitters walk their cloiftcr'd round ! 
*• There read the lift j andcaln^ the fete ei^peSt^ 
" When crafty, meddling, thanklefs priefts diredl, 
** Think you their hate unquench'd can e'er expire? 
^ The torch not tipt with fleeping fulphurous fire ?" 

Th^fe verfes would be ftruck out of the weekly theme of m 
comn^on fcbool-boy. 

y^nd again, 

« Sooner the peoples' right (hall Horfley teach, 
'^^ In judgment delicate, with prudence preach, 
^ And o'er bis bofom broad forget to fpread 
-** Bath's <iangjing pride, and ribband rofy rei'* 

This too, 

<« Will Pitt with honeft Harry lovM his port." 

If this poetry is only offered to thofe who are converlant in 
the ftrength, fimplicity, and dignity of Dryden and Pope, I - 
a|3prehend the offering will not be received as Mstrdunf Up^- 
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ioa-i^. They will be inclined to rcfufe it in the faroc words, 
that Horace makes Telemachus reply to Menelaus ; 

*' — Magis apta tibi tua dona rclinquarh *." 

Nor can any thing be poorer than the afi^£tatton at wit and 
alliteration in thefe lines, not to mention that they mean juft 
nothing : 

" Tis Grey and grumbling, Curwen all and clatter ; 
** And Dent and dogs ; and pewter, pot, and platter/* 

They are evidently a bad imitation of the following lines in 
the Dunciad ; 

•' TTwas chatt'ring, grinning, mouthing, jabb'ring all, 
^^ And noife and Norton, Brangling and Breval, 
" Dennis and diflbnance," &c.t 

He has like wife difplayed a {hare of vanity, of egotifm, of pe- 
dantry, and felf-conceited importance, almoft without a pa- 
jralleL It was not impolitic in him to attempt to vindicate 
the "fume fuperbiam " of a Poet, when he had aflumed fo 
large a portion to his own .{hare. He regards the works of 
other authors in the fame manner as Ceilius did the eloquence 
of Cicero, which he accounted as nothing in comparifon of 
his' own. According to his account his work appears to 
be the univerfal Panacea, containing, as he tells us, " princi- 
** pies of government, polity, religion, morality, education, 
*' criticifm, poetry, and literature/* This puts me in mind of 
thofe quacks who puflF their own medicines as an infallible 
remedy againft all difeafes, whether gout,dropfy, rheumatifm> 
fcurvy, cholic, ficknefs, p — x, quinzy, indigeftion, tumors, 
weaknefs, eruptions, &c. 

The intimate connexion which he tells us there is be- 
tween literature and government, he inftances by attempting: 

* Hot, e]^. 7, I. i> f Dunciad, 1. *. v. 237. 

to 



46 jii'Ofre iliai ttiis toUtitry i$ upheld Koth iii hti civil artd rf* 
iigiotis ilate by the influence of his Totmi And 1 doiibt iiot 
•St is, lil his bpihionj a proper fubje£i to meet the liberality of 
ivfr. Pittj Vrliom he fo fcifci-ely cenfliree for not takihg literary 
tncn under his protcftioh } aS If every rflyrtiifig jfbngftef and 
icribbling piamphleteer (hould Immediately be requited wiih a 
()enfidn of a place. Wherievci^ the Author of the Purfuits of 
tiitcrature (hall vrork the falvatiori of the country by hii ttiU 
taculoiis Poem, there can be biit one opiniori as to his deferv^ 
ing ail ample remuneration; Englilhmen ate generous^ aiid 
love %ti fee theif bfenfefaftors f^warded { but they would hot 
look upon It z% any proof that Mr. Pitt had profited ttiudh by 
.the cxhdrtatidn to ecortomy giten hiifi by the Author of thri 
turiuits of Literature, wete he to eftablifh a public office f(Jt 
the purpofe of giving falarie^ to fevcry applicant WHo flibuld 
|>roduce his bifti tf afli, arid claim a reward fdr it 5 nof would 
they agtee with him in thinkiiig it n^cellkfy that a Minift^f 
.fliould bedome the payrtiafter-general to Authors arid Poets \ 
:but, on the cdnttary, believe him much better employed in at- 
tending to the affairs of the StacC) 

I oiutt acknowledge, rtioreover, that In this mftance, amd.ngik 
bthers,' I do not perceive ** that uniforriiity of thought and de* 
** fign^" which the Authot of the Purfuits of Literature telli 
•iis we (hall find in his Poem. In one part he lament* the 
little encouragement vrhich Literature, arid particularly Po- 
etry, often meets with, and giveg many irtftanCes df men of 
,genius and talertts who haye been paffed by and ttegleded ; 
but afterwards be makes OSaviu^ obfervei '* that the proper, 
" conflanti and undeviatlng application of time^ learnings and 
^* tolcnts, fhuft uhifnatetp refift the malignity of crititifm, 
^^ and rlfi fuperhr u every tempifrarj negleB^ ift any depart* 
<* mcntofLiteraturej of Goiefnment, or of Society.^' There 
is certainly a palpable contradiction between thefc p^fiagcs ; 
for if it be true that *« the proper, conftant, and undeviating 
" application of time, learning, and talents,'* in Literature, 

C " muft 



( to ) 

<^ ntuft rife fuperior to eirery temporary negleft/' die wtnt of 
pati'onage and encouragement which authors fo often expert* 
ence would ceafe to be a circumftance to be lamented. Nei^ 
ther does this aflertion receive any confirmation from the 
lines wherein he aiks, 

" Have you not fecn negteSed Penrofehloorttf 
*' Then fink unhonoured in a village tomb ?" 

or when he tells US| 

" To worth untitled would your fancy turn ? 

" The Mufe all ftiendUfs weeps o^cr Mickle's urn." 

And again^ when he reprefents the Rev. Thomas Manrtce^ 
author of " Indian Antiquities," and of the ** Hiftory of Indo- 
*^ {tan, its arts and its fciences^as cortneAed with the hiftory of 
** the other great empires of Afia^ during the moft ancient peri- 
^ ods i'' declaring in his dedications that ^ this hiftory, comment 
*< ced under the patronage of the Court of Eaft India Direflors, 
/Ms dedicated to them, in humble hopes of their continued 
" fupport of a work, which mujl fink without that fupport j** 
this certainly cannot be admitted as any proof << that the 
<( proper^ conftant, and undeviating application of lime, learn* 
** ingj and talents,'' in Literature, " muft rife fuperior to tvcrj 
^ temporary nrgleA." It is true, ;hat we fometimes fee the 
works of genius experience from pofterity that }uftice which 
the authors of them in vain fought to obtain } but I wHh that 
a little more juftice was done to the man when living, as 
well as to his produdrions when be is no more. It is an ob* 
je£t of much and ferious regret to behold the neglec): which 
men of le;ters have experienced from the worlds Tbepatro* 
.nage of Literature is more peculiarly the province of tbeGreaf, 
who have no other occupation to attend to } and yet there rs 
fcarcely an inftance where a man has been able to acquire an 
independence by means of the patron^e which bis Ikerary ta« 
kms have procured him« There may be feveral who have 
9 benefited 
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benefited themfclyes, and rifen by their own exertions to great 
eminence ; but I cannot recoUeA one, who was in ehjolute 
want^ that could ever find fufEcient patronage to enfure a dc" 
antfubjifience. Pope, for example, met with grieat patronage, 
and made a fortune ; but then his fortune arofe from the fale 
of his works, and not from the liberality of his patrons. Nei* 
ther was he in want ; for though he could not be faid to be rich, * 
yet he was originally poiTeflcd of an independence. Addifon 
feems to afford an inftance to the contrary of my aflertion ; 
but I believe, that although his patrimony was very limited, 
yet he alfo pofTeiTed wherewith to maintain himfelf. His fa- 
mily too was good, and his intercft not without fome weight; 
and add to this a number of fortuitous circumftances, which 
all confpired to promote him in life. But ' of thofe who ab- 
folutely wanted bread, how few could ever obtain it ? Butler, 
Otway, Chatterton, Gay, Savage, and Burns, with many 
others, could not live on their patronage. The three firft ars 
even faid to have periflied for want of food \ and the others 
died extremely diftrefled in their circumftances, And though 
there might not be in them all the fame ^ proper, conftant, 
<* and undeviating application of time, learning, and talents,'' 
nor might all have been equally unfortunate, yet there was not 
one that could " rife fuperior to the temporary negleft,'* which 
each of them more or lefs experienced, or that was able, as Rouf- 
feau fomewhere fays, *< to revenge the caufe of injured merit 
** on the cruelty of fortune." Drydep hiinfclf, with all his patro- 
nage, continued ppor to the time of bis death \ and whenever 
a necejfitous author has acquired a degent fubfiftence, it has ge* 
nerally been from the fale of bis worlcs, and not through the 
liberality of the Great, whofe fole patronage too frequently 
confifts in a common and unprofitable acquaintance with the 
very men whom they profefs to hold in the highcft degree of 
admiration, and whofe company they feek out of an oftenta- 
tious vanity, but to whofe necei&ties they will not afford the 
fmalleft relief, ' 

C2 Had 
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Had k not be^n for the Notes^ the ff Burfuits of Literaturc^f 
mrpuW foon h^ve dfcd »way and funk into oblivion. To them 
it 0WQ8 the ^irciflation which it has p^cperienced i and that 
not fo oYuch on acpount of the inforination whjch they con*^ 
y^y^ ^ the fcancjal apd abufe which they contain. Scandal is. 
a never palling food tQ the public jtafte ; we a(tpnd but toq 
l^ag;erly to the abuijb of our neighbour -, and though fenfible at 
the tim? of \^% f^lfehoofl, wc cannot help liftcning ^Q th? 
fcport. 

If it be not to this» to what pan \fe at^ibutc ^e fuccefs of 
the Work ? Tbpre are fome fj?w of the Notes wherein wc 
pieet \|^ith ^n acutenpfs of obferyation find a depth of learning* 
|n others, ag^in, ther^ is fucb ^ b^ppy vein of ironyi anfl fuct^ 
a keennefs of fatire, as cannot fail of delighting (he reader* 
The 2^eal ^nd abiljty which he has ^ifpUyed in the caufe of 
his rpligion, and the ingenjiity of his criticifms on the irorks 
pf fcpptfcal writers, can receive no jjddiiional weight from any 
praife ^hat J can beftow iipon them j and | (hall therefore only 
^dd, tjiat I vvilh every part of his Work was equally well en- 
titled to applaufe. There is a peculiar ingenujty and admirable 
ridicule in hi^ remarks on Godwin's Works j and I cannot 
but acqujefcc with him in the force and propriety of the 
gr^ateft parf of Jji^ obferyations ugpn the • Ro^an Catholiq 

?ri?fts^ 

* It is not jhat I am an advocate any more for national than private inhu, 
pianjty ; for I wpold neither l|ave the diftinftion of religion, of politics, op 
of coi^ntry, made the pretence fqr withholdipg our aliiftance from thofq 
y/ho were in diftrcfs, gut I^umanity fliould not l^c deftitute of prudence, 
Wc have received amqngus a number qf perfons compejled to feek refuge 
frpm a-jjitfer and fangpinary perfecutiqn wl^ich ^waited them in their na-» 
^ivc country, and who, without fufpefting theip of any peculiar prejudipq. 
againft this country, cannot but be fuppofed ftrongly attached to thf rcli-t 
gion they have been bred in, an4 the land which gave them birth. It ia 
known that no oppreffion is able to obliterate the lovj qf pur native foil : 
it furvives alike every change of time and (ituation. 
* Nefcio qui natale foliim dulcedine cuniftos 

' Pucit et immemores baud fmit effe fui/ Ovid*. 

Wc 
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^ri^fb. The {Mtnegyrics too which he has beffowed ppoit 
Meffirs. Bryant, Rofcoe^ Molinoth, Qowper and Sulivan, with> 
fome few others, are dilated by j.udgin^nt,and expreiTed witl^ 
elegance. B^t jhcfct conftitute a very fmall portion of tho 
Work, There are many other parts either bomhaAic ^nd 
pedantip, or du}l, unjnterefiing, and prolix. His attempts ae 
witticifoi top frequency end in Ipw buffoonery a|)d ridiculous 
conceit$. Sofne anpcdote is interfperfed here and there } but 
the majority fs compofed of perfonal abufe, or fcl^polrboy de-^ 
qlamation, Ip his ides|s of fapire he appears to bf totally mif^ 
takep. Scandal and fi^tire are widely diftjnfb in their natures | 
yet Jic often fupplies the want of the one by the aid of the? 
ptber, Tb^re is no fatire, for e^campfei in the abiife whichf 

We have fecn this particularly exemplified }n the cafe of the Frencl| 
pmigrants. Independent therefore pf any danger to be apprehended from 
their difleminating principles of religion inimical to the eftabiifhed fyfteni 
atn^ng \^s, J will ftate this queftion, in addition to the argqments ufcd by 
fhe Author of tl>e Purfpits of Literature, for the confideration of the Le* 
gjjlative body, Whether^ in t^e fuppofed event qf an invafion^ it is not likel][ 
>hat many of them^ forgetting the principles of gratitude by which they are, 
pr rather oug^it to be, ^iS^uate^, ap4 i^^ the hopes of efFedting terms of re- 
conciliation for thcmfelves, added to that invincjble attachment to Hie nalale 
Jj^lum, would not take uj> arms againft qs, and fling the bpfom in whicl^ 
^hey have been foftered ? It may be faid that Government had this in 
yiew when they directed fome late meafures, but I contend they h:ive not 
purfued their precautioiis with fufRcient energy. General national preju- 
dices are often illibera), and it mull be confeiTed that there are many wor- 
thy ipdividuaU in the bpdy alluded tp : but the fqfpicioii I have dated i^ 
certainly grounded on motives ftronger than mere fimple ponjedture. Thp 
behaviour of many of them warrants this belief, ' Ampng the number of 
plrcumftances that have come to my kno\¥ledge,of the improper, or, I may 
with more iudice add, infamous condu£i: of fome of them, I will only 
ad4uce the folk)wing :-^A ihort time back an "^migrant went to look ar 
fome lodgings at the Weft end of the Town, where, after Hating ciiat if 
was for a French family, he was informed by the {.ady of the hpufe that 
ihe had particular reafons for dcclimng the letting her lodgings to Fo- 
reigners : to which he anfwered, flic might do as (he pleafed, but that 
before long ihe would be glad to take them herfelf of the French. 

he 
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he hts kviihed on Mr. Erfldne or Dr. Warton ; nor, what*' 
ever opinion we may entertain of the roan, does the epithet 
deteftable^ when coming from the pen of a fcholar and a poet, 
convey any fatire though attached to fuch a name as Thomas 
Paine, nor detract from the merits of fuch a writer as Peter 
Pindar. In common with others, though he can fee the faults 
of his neighbours, yet he appears not lefs blind to his own. 
He has criticifed with aiperity on what he calls a vulgarity of 
ftyle in Dr* Warton's Life of Pope, and at the fame time fur<r 
niibed many inftances of a greater vulgarity in his own. 
What otherwife (hall we call this*— <^ Mr. Biirri^^rErfkine is 
^famous for taking opium in large quantities.** And again-, 
^ My poor pockets carmot keip up fvitb thefe ufing demands 
^ upon them/* •* I cry your mercy, good Mj^fter Steevens/* 
Nor can, « Is it not fo, Mr, Profeffor ?" nor, « my dear Uttlc 
** Daniel"— nor, ** my learned Maftcr Richard Porfon*'— nor, 
«* My dear Adam"«r-be confidered as e^iamples either of fetire 
or elegance of ftyle. It is not a little remarkable, too, that 
the very expreflion which in Dr. Warton he ccnfures as vulgar 
and defe£tive, he has in various places adopted himfelf. ^ One 
" would think that this dpg was of Canidia's breed." — " To 
^* hear Mr* Fo:( as I perpetually do in the Houfe, one would 
** really think he was a rival to Veftris or Didelot.*'— -" I have 
^ no doubt of Lord S,'s friendfhip for Mr. Qibbo|i, but why 
^< hang up onis friend in effigy ?" &c. 

His quotations alfo, of which thofe from the Greek are in 
general fele£led with the greateft aptnefs, are poured upon us 
in torrents, but frequently without enlivening the ftyle or 
elucidating the fubjeft ; many of them with very little, and 
feme with no application at all \ merely to (hew the extent 
of the writer's clafllcal refearches, and his acquaintance with 
the authors of antiquity *• For inftance^^after telling us 

that 

t And yet I h^ve remarked, tb^^t more ablHtf is often conceded to aa 
author, by many of hi$ readers, on account of the nyipbcr a^id variety qf 

his 



tliat Mr. Steevefts is riot quite 6rigiiial in the exp^efliolt^ f^^ 
bis ver/es are only a peg U hang bis Notes upon—'Z^ a confirm** 
ation of that afferiioni he adds,, that Pindar faid long before 
Mr. Steeyens, 'hito vacrvaha fopfiiyfa Xa/if Ai's— the [Etiglifli 
of which is. Take the harp from the pegi How this applies t6 
Mr. Stecvtns's obferration, I am at a lofs to difcover^ He 
might with equal propriety have attempted to prove plagi»- 
rifm on Mr. Stcevens, becaufe Varr© has faid, ** Novum 
« cribrum novo paxillo pendeat */' 

With regard Ukewife to bis expofition of the paflage firotft 
St. Paul's Epiftle to Timothy, I cannot give him credit for 
that ingenuity which is generally attributed to him^ His re^- 
"mark, though profefledly a matter of mere conjecture, is net 
even a conje&ural probability^ For, allowing the panula t6 
have been fo fpecifically a Roman garment, and worn only by 
£omanS| it is not likely that St. Paul would have thought thatt 
the fending for a garment which he had not with bfm whefi 
he was apprehended, would be admitted as any proof of his 
citizenihip. If proof was neceflkry, fuch flight evidence at 
this, he muft have been fenfible, would not have been tfh 

his c|uotations^ than from kikj other ftippofed etcelfeitee of his trork. 
QiiotationSy however, are certainly no indications of genius, nor even always 
a proof of karnilig ; for it is pofiibte for a rtian to quote a great deal^ who 
has read very little : the merit confifts not in the quantity, t^ut in t^ie 
)uft application of what he quotes. I do ftot wiih to he underftood as in- 
finuating any doubt of the learning of the Author of the Fbrfuit^ of Lite- 
rature^ from the want of fuch application in many of the quotations which 
he has given, though whenever we find one made ufe of by an author that 
IS impertinent, or irrelevant to the fubje^t matter, it leads us to conclude 
he did not underhand it himfelf ; but J muft fay I ihrewdly furpe£^ this 
to be the cafe With fome of chofe Who afe the lou^elt in their comment 
dacion. ' 

^ Or he might hate told us that Isomer faid before Pindar^ 

Horn. II. !• 5. v» 40$. 

edited. 
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telved. An^ then as to his bo6k^ and iklfc(iji&«n($ i^^ftiM 
4locuments or diploma cduld be have with him to eluddat« 
Ihis fubje£t f St. Paul was n/i-iiemaH b&ht^ as he tells ui him^ 
fclf in his anfwer to the chi^f captain, owingi as it is fuppofed 
l>y fome, to the city of Tarfus^ a hatite of which he was, hav^^ 
ing the right of Roman citizens ; though it is doubted bjr 
inany whether it poiTefied Ait privilege in the time of bu 
jPaul i and^ a^ fome confirmatibn of that doubt, t will fu^gdftj 
that when St. Paul tells the chief captain, that he is ** a Jew 
** ofTarfus^ a city in CUicia^ a tiiizin &fho nuan cityy* it doei 
-liot gain him any attention or refpeSt, infomuth that the chidf 
taptain commands him to be fcoUrged notwithftanding thiB 
aflertion ; and it is not till he declares that he is a ^^ Rotiian^ 
ko the centurion^ that the chief captain brdeh him to be re* 
ileafedi Either therefore the chief captain muft have been to*: 
tally ignorant of thd privilege granted to the clt^ of Tarfus^ 
if fuch was the cafe,, which I cannot think very probable | or 
Bt. Paul muft have acquired his ffcedom in fome other man- 
herj or rather his father befoffe bim| for he fays he was born 
irce. 

The only documents therefore that it appcfafs likely St. l^aul, 
tould produce would have been an authenticzition of his birth; 
6r his father's citiisenlhip, which if,; through any appteherifiori 
b{ his having occafion for itj Ke had been ait the pains to haVC 
6btaihedj it is not rational to fuppofe he would have left be- 
,h!nd him. ij^efides, his letter does not feem tbexpfefs that be 
ivas in any material hafte for them as being neteflary cfvi-i 
-dence i fot though in one part he fays *' ufe thy diligence id 
** come (hortly/^ yet he afterwards adds " life thy diligence to 
** come before winter." So vague and indefinite a mode of 
expreffion as cofne before *lvinter^ does hot certainly imply that 
anxiety which the neceffity of producing his cloak and papers, 
as evidence for him, could not have failed to occafion. 

I muft alfo obferVe, that there is a difference of opinio!! 
both as to the derivation and meaning of the word f exavit, ot 
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^Xoyit, which fignifies the cloak : fome confidering it, Wfth 
the Author of the Purfuits of Literature, as a corruption for 
faivoMi which is faid to be derived from q>sdv&^ quia paavircu. 
oAof, though by others it is derived from ^tX^of, cortex. , By 
many it is held to be ah original Greek word j others again 
look upon it (i. e. faivixri) as a word grecifedy from the La- 
tin panula. Then as to its fignificat ion-:— though by moft it is 
underftood to fignify a cloak or coat, yet there are fome who 
think it means a cheft, or little box, which might contain 
things of" iniportatice ; and others who interpret it by a roll, or 
parchrrient. But this latter interpretation docs not fe^m very 
probable ; for as St. Paul afterwards mentions the parchments, 
fjufiipavai^ if by fExivt we are alfo to underftanci parchments, it 
would only be a repetition ot the fame thing. 

it may not he perhaps totally unacceptable to the reader, if . 
1 lay before him, as a mere matter of curiofity, one or two of 
the varioixs conjeftures upon the word panula • 

^ A Lacedaemoniis eft petita cujus inventores primbs dixit 
** TertuUianus. Theatra enim, quia tc£lis carebant, ut non 
•« fine moleftia ludis ihteteffe fpefltatores poflfent, tempor6 
** praefertim hybcrno, Licedaemonii, ut et voluptatibus indul- 
^ gerent, et ardendo frigori pares effenf, pacnulam invenere 
** primi. Hotum poftea moreni Romani fuht imitati." This 
paffage occurs in the ** Lexicon Antiquitatum Romanorum, 
«* audore Samuele Pitifco 9** and is there ftated as a quotation 
from Suetonius. 

But the moft curious reading is to be found iri the Lexicoh 
Matthei Martini, as a quotation from Haymo ♦ : 
, *' Paenula veftis crat confularis, qua induebantur confules 
^^ Romani, quum ingrediebantur in curiam. Sed fort^ quxrit 
^ aliquis, quomodo vel unde acciderit hoc genus* veftimenti 

'■* Haymo, or as he is otherwifc called Haiitio or Hcimo, a German 
Snonk, and afterwards bilhop of Halbedladti who flourifhed in the ninth 
century, and wrbti, befides other things, fomc Commentaries on the Books 
of the Old and Ntw Tcftament. 

D ' *' B. Apo- 
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^ B. ^pofko\o i Cut refpondendum eft^ Romanot ante a^ 

^ ventum Domini hone habuiiTe morem, five confuetudinem^ 
^ quum monarchiam totius orbis fibi acquirebant, ut quaecun* 
*^ que gens eit cum pace et coronis occurriSct^ dareoc ei li« 
^ bertatem, in tantum^ ut eorum fratres dicercntur, civefque 
^ Romani appellarentur* Dabantquc eis potcftatem aedifl* 
^ candi curiam, et habere confutes, ficut et illi habebant. Pa- 
*^ ter igitur Fault de Gifcali oppido terras repromiffionis fui^ 
<' ubi natus, tranflatus eft in Tarfum Cilicix. Quodam tem-^ 
^ pore venientibus Romanis per Ciliciam occurrit cis ipfe cum 
^ aliis Tarienfibus ; utpote, qui nobilis inter illos habebatur^ 
^ accepitque eoi cum pace. Tunc dederunt ipfi$ libertatem 
*< fupra d\€tzm^ et poteftatem atdificandi curiam, veftefque 
^ induere confulares^ ut pxnulati intrarent in curiam, more 
^ Romanorum, ibique pater B. Pauli paenulam accipere meruie 
^ causi dignitatis. Poft cujus mortem apoftolus ob memoriam 
^ ejus recordationis banc veftem flbi retinuit.^' 

With this latter alfo correfponds in part, that is, as to its 
being a conlylar garment, a paflage to be found in Primaili 
Epifcopi Africani Divi Augvftini quondam difcipuli, in Divt 
Pauli ad Timot. Commentar.* where be faith, ^ Psenula veftis 
^ erat confularis antiquorum Romanorum } quam pasnulam 
^ non dixit fuiile fuam ^ potuit. n. ad eam pedes apoftoli inter 
^ cattera aliquis converfus a fidem Chrifti pofiiifle vendenda.'' 

All thefe conje£lures, bowerer, as well as that of the Author 
of the Purfuits of Literature, favour more of a fpeculative and 
aeedlefs fuppofttion f , than any reafonable opiniom The 

^ B/fagna Bibliotheca Patruro. Edit. Parii. 1654. 
I hare gi? en che wordf of this paflage as I found them ', but there ap- 
pear! to be (boie error m the latter part. 

t The prevailing paffiM of one fort of fchoiari 19 to difcover new tnean^ 
mgi in the author, whom t^ey will caufe to appear myfteriout, purely for 
the vanity of bcmg thought t9 unravel him. 

J^o^e% ^lotcs on the Iliad, b« r. 

meaning 
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neaning or force of the paflage in queftion is fufficiently in- 
^ teUigible in the IkersJ acceptation of the feofe of it) without 

attempting todiftort from it a meaning unwarranted by reafon 
'- or probable conjefturc. 

F But the cridcifms of the Author of the Purfuits of Litera- 

^' turc (if fuch they are to be called) are not more tinftured 

i' with vanity than aftuated by iUibcrality, as well as too often 

^ made ufe of as the vehicles for unmerited flander and unge- 

^ nerous obfervations. It may be (aid of him, what Homer re* 

G lates of Therfites : 

11) 
a 

ft What can be further removed from candour and decency^- 

i than his treatment of Dr. Warton ? What ^ more devoid of 

£ delicacy and truth than his remarks on Lady Charlotte Camp- 

bell ? How unjuft his behaviour to Mr. Steevens ? How illi» 
: beral bis obfervations on Mr. Coxe ? How ofFenfive is the 

i abufive language in which he conveys his attack on Mr. Er* 

fkine ?— " What think you, Mr. Barrifter Erlkinc ?" *« How 
J *' fay you, Mr. Barrifter ?" might do very well as the Ian* 

; guage of an orange-girl, or a Covent^garden chairman ; but it 

is beneath the condu£t bf a Scholar and a Gentleman to ftoop 
to fuch low abufe. He did not Jearn this either from De- 
mofthenes or Cicero^ whom he admires fo much. He will 
neither find it in the Philippics of the one, nor the celebrated 
Oration pro Milone of the other. The whole of his Note upon 
Mr. Erlkine is in the fame ftyle, Ngi)c««y ifl£Xij« xoX»ror«i' 
hrhvcnv. Befides, the charges which he prefers againft that 
Gentleman are fingular enough, namely, that he \s famous for 
taking opium in large quantities j that, in his opinion, he hat 
too large a portion of the lepfofy of eloquence; and, in addi- 
tion to all this, has written what the Author of the Purfuits 

• Horn. II. a. V. 213. 

D2 of 
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bf Literature ftylcs ^* a flimfy and puerile view *• of the caufe$ 
and confeqUences of the prefent French War. For all this 
he has thought fit to abufe him moft liberally. But his arrows 
are (hot from too weak a bow to infli£l any wound ; 

ttowcvcr indignant we may feel at the malice with which 
they are pointed, yet we have the fatisfa<3ion of knowing that 
they are neitl^er unerring, and like thofe of Pandarus fukcuvuv 
ipfjL oiuvaavj nor fatal, like the " lethalis arundo " of Virgil's 
Shepherd, but impotent as the " telum imbelle fine iSu" of 
the aged Priam. Mr. Erfkinc ftands too high in the public 
eftimation to receive any prejudice from the puny though 
abufive attacks of an anonymous writer. His faults or his 
foibles, whatever they may be, (and what man is there without • 
fome ?) will not caft a viel over thofe great talents which are 
fo defervedly acknowledged and fo univerfally admired. 

Mr. Canning alfo is made the obje£l of an invidious at- 
tack 5 becaufe, though a young man, his abilities have pro- 
moted him to a confpicuous fituation ; an honour that becomes 
the greater in proportion to the youth of the pcrfon who filU 
it, if his talents are competent to the execution of the office. 
But here again, as in many other inftances, he forgets him- 
felf; and what is the fubje^l of an invidious refle<Siion in one, 
is made in another the grounds of the moft exceffive com- 
mendation. In a former part he takes the opportunity of 
lavifliing the utmoft encomiums on Mr. Pitt, becaufe " he 
f' pafied at once into the innfermoft of the Temple, without 
*' treading the veftibule, in the bioooi and vigor of his fecul- 
" ties, end in the prime of life ;' •— and yet Mr. Canning is abufed 
becaufe at as early a period he is made an Under Secretary of 
State. 

• II. 1. 15. V, 575, 1. II. V. 593. 

Neither 



l^clthcf IS Dr. barwin treated Widi the candour whicli lit 
hierits. In fo voluminous and extenfive a Work as the Zoo- 
pomia and the Botanick Garden, ngtwithftanding the manf 
poetica} beauties which it contains, and. the fpecimen of tafte 
and fcience which it exhibits, there cannot fai} to be fome (if 
not many) faults. His fiyle may be fometimes inflated, and 
his imagery not always corre£): ; and when the exuberance of 
a bold and vigorous imagination, warm with an enthuflaftic 
ardour in philofopbical refearches, hasjtemptedhim tofoar be- 
yond the cuilomary height in the expanfive region of phyfics^ 
and leave the a():onifbed reader gazing at him from below^ 
we are induced to wifh he would curb the impetuoiity of his 
ideas - 

** Fortius utere loris.*^ ■■ » 

But I refpefl the daring mind, that, undaunted at the diffi- 
culty, courts with alacrity every opportunity of fpeculativc 
enquiry ; nor will I laugh becaufe the boldnefs of his ideas 
outftrips the narrow limits of my comprehcnfion. What I 
do underftand, I am not more inftru£led than pleafed with ; 
and I underftand enough to admire the genius, and the learn- 
ing, and the uncommon knowledge, of which he has given lb 
convincing a proof. 

Dr. Warton is alio made the fubje£^ of the mod unmerited 
(lander and illiberal abufe, for having gratified the literarjr 
world with a new and complete edition of Pope's Works ; 
wherein, to the Notes of former Editors and Commentators, he 
has added moft of his own remarks, which appeared before in 
the form of an EflTay, and now reduced into the (hape of 
Notes, together with many additional ingenious criticifms 
and obfervations* 

** Better to difappoint the public hope, 

" Like Warton driveling on the page of Pope 5 

** While o'er the ground that Warburton once trodc, 

« The Winton pedant fhakes his little rod, 

?* Content 
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<* Content hit own ftale (craps to fted or tleiii» 
^ Hafli*d up and firaibn'd vrith an old man's fyktnJ^ 

I ihould have thought that the ^Iten with which thefe lines 
are bajhedup would have heen fufficient without xhtfiafoning 
of the Notes which are added to them. 

It is no detra£tion, however^ from the real noerit of any of 
Ills Notes, that they have appeared, though in a different (hape^ 
before. If they are good in one form, they will not be lefs (b 
in another. 

Dr. Warton never held out to the world any thing to ra»fe 
in them very high expectations of his Work. What expc6la- 
tions therefore the world might have formed, from their 
knowledge of fo learned and able an Editor, I know net ; 
but I will venture to affert, that the Work is fully anfwerable 
to the higheft that could have been reafonably entertained 
about it.— To the abufe heaped on him by the Author of the 
Purfuits of Literature, Dr. Warton may reply in the words 
of Pope, who, in pne of his letters, thus fpeaks of fome rail- 
ing papers againft the Odyffey : " If the book has merit, it 
<< will cxtinguifh all fuch nafty fcandal ; as the fun puts an 
** end to ftinks, merely by coming out." 

Much of the accufation preferred againil him is of too con- 
temptible a nature to merit any ferious notice. The charge 
of indecency, and boldnefs, and alTurance, will not find much 
credit with thofe who know any thing of Dr. Warton : and 
thofe who are unacquainted with him will require better 
proof before they accede to it ; for they cannot but difcern 
bow weakly the charge is fupported by the evidence that b 
adduced. In the imitation of the Second Satire of the Firft 
Book of Horace, Pope has not more clofely followed the fe- 
verity of the ftyle, than the boldnefs of the language of the 
Roman Satyrift : but it is a fufficient anfwer to an accufation 
of this nature to fay, that what Pope thought fit to write, 
Dr, Warton might very fafely publifli. I will only add, that, 

in 
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In my opinion, the Satire in queftion is in ftrijCknefs much 
charter than the ftory of January and May, or the firft of the 
imitations from Chaucer, which have always been printed 
Vrith the reft of Pope's Works. 

Objedlions have been made againft fome of the editions of 
this Poet, for not containing all his Works. Now one is given 
that is complete, it is cavilled at becaufe it is fo. How is aa 
Editor to fuit every different taftc i 
, He may fay, 

" Quid dem ? quid non dem i^ 
But he will find after all that be has not pleafed cvefy one-^ 
*' Non omnes eadem mirantur amantquc." 

I have derived much pleafure and information, I acknow- 
ledge, from the perufal of Dr. Wartorfs Work. His Life of 
Pope is written in a plain, eafy, and not unanimated ftyle, 
uniting, in a {hort compafs, the ohfervations of the man of 
learning to the accuracy and impartiality of the hiftorian* 
The Notes are learned, judicious, and inftru£live ; the obvi« 
ous refult of much clofe attention, and laborious rnveftigation. 
At the fame time, might I be permitted to venture an opi* 
nion, I tbir\k fome of his allufions appear to be overflrained^ 
and he is too minute in fome of his remarks. But thefe par-* « 
tial btemilhes are infufficient to detract from the rieal merits 
of the Work, which are certainly very great. 

The chief objeSion of the Author of the '* Purfuits of Li- 
•* terature" to Dr. Warton, feems to be grounded on the cir- 
cumftance of his being a fchoolmafter, and then as if by a 
natural conclufion incompetent to the Work he had taken in 
hand ; but it really appears to be not a more fingular than 
lidiculous argument, to allege, as an inftance of the incapa- 
city of a tnan for a literary undertaking,, that of his having 
prefided at the head of one of the moft learned feminaries of 
the kingdom. The frequent repetition too of the word fcHool- 
. mafter, of which he makes ufe, is exceffively low and poor ; 

and 
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and his very yearS) (b far from commanditig the refpeA t4 
which they are entitled, are not exempt from the ihafts of ri4 
dicule, but his age is treated with infoleht contempt. 

The commendation even which he has beftowed upon VoU 
taire, affords another fubje£t for animadverfion to the y^uthor 
of the " Purfuits of Literature," who is too illiberal himfell 
to allow to the genius and abilities of the man, the merit 
which, notwithftanding his principles, he is certainly entitled 
to. But his infmuation againft Dr. 'barton, wherein he pre- 
tends to dl/cern the under-murmurings of a fpurious^ haflard^ 
half repuhlicanijm^ becaufe the Dodlor commends the paifage in 
which Virgil had the courage to reprefent his hero affiftirig 
the Etrufcans in puni{hing their tyrannical king, is one of 
the moft fcandalous though pitiful infmuations that the mali^ 
cious efforts of the pen of detradion ever produced. It is a 
mafterpiece of refinement in the arts of calumny and flander. 
Quo dente obnitens fpinofa calumnia pugnet—- " 

This paffage militates againft the very fentiments which 
he has himfelf laid down on the fubjc£t. It is cenfure, with- 
out difcrimination. It is a depreciating declamation againft 
learning, wit and talents, and high ftation. It is fuch as 
•* a gentleman would refufe to write, or a man of virtue to 
" admit into his thoughts : it violates the high, and difcrimi- 
** nating, and honourable, and direfting principles of human 
<* conduft." It is neither juft, nor juftifiable. It is fcandal- 
ous in the extreme ; I will not undertake to fay that it is not 
libellous. It is fufEcient for me to have pointed it out ; and 
it only remains for him to crafe it as he has declared he 
will do. 

Not that Dr. Warton need to fhrink from fuch fcurrilous 
and illiberal remarks as thefe are : 

Quum tu redle vivas, ne cures verba malorum : 
Arhitrii non eft noftri quid quifque loquatur ** 

* Dion. Caton. Diftich, 
7 Neither 
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iOtither his moral, nor his political, nor his literary clial-a6ter 
ftand in any danger. Through the many years of his well- 
fpent life the two former have never yet been queftioned ; 
and as to the latter^ this laft production would be alone fuffi-» 
cient to remove any doubt on the fubjecl, "^nd place him^ 
where he fo eminently deferves to be, in the foremoft rank of 
learned and judicious Commetitators. I am fenfible that this 
defence of Dr. Warton, if fuch it is worthy to be called, is 
by no means neceflary. His Work itfelf is the bed refutation 
of any thing that can be faid againft it ; but I cannot refrain 
from contributing my fmall mite towards the general applaufe 
which it has obtained ** 

I cannot conclude this without noticing, that in my opi« 
nion the Author of the *' Purfuits of Literature" is much 
more appofitely rewarded for his observations on this fubje£): 
with the ^' grey goofe plume^' nodding on his head, as he tells 
us, than he would b« if crowned with thc^ " delphic& lauro." 
Hi^ choice in this refpe£l is well fuited to his defert--i>^ Sint 
*^ hie etiam fua praemia«" 

Another idle objection is founded on the engravings of the 
figures of Mt. Gibbon and Mr. Pope, which Lord Sheffield 
and Dr. Warton have affixed to the refpeftive editions of the 
Works of thofe two Authors. The revenge, however, which' 
be has adopted is whimfical enough ; for he lampoons the 
men, on account of their portraits being given to the world 
by their Editors, becaufe nature had made them ugly and de« 
formed. Fis lines are thefe 

" Of beauteous Gibbon's fair proportioned fliape, 
<* An old baboon, or foetus of an ape," ^ 

And again of Pope-*— * 

" Nor e*en the bard's deformity can Ycap^, 
«* His pidlur'd perfon ^nd his libell'd fliape.'* 

4: Sec the very fpiritcd and able defence of Dr. Warton, by the Author 
o£ the Progrefs of Satire. 

E There 
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There is neither wit nor fatire in thefe lines in the maiftief 
they are introduced, nor in his notes upon them. It requires 
no great fagactty to difcern that the value of t portrait de- 
pends upon its refetnblance to the perfonfor whom it was in* 
tended j and it certainly would be highly ridiculous to pub- 
lilh as the likenefs of a man, what bears no lilcenefs to him at 
all. How far the portraits of Mr. Gibbon or of Mr. Pope 
are corre£): as to their refemblance, I cannot pretend to de« 
termine ; but it does not ftrike me as being any thing ridi- 
culous in endeavouring to give to poflerity the pi£lure of a 
man whofe works muft neceflarily introduce him to their ac- 
quaintance. There is a natural curiofity which difpofes us 
even to be pleafed with the artificial perfonification of great 
men. The Author of the " Purfuits of Literature'' is a fcho- 
lar and an hiftorian. As fuch, does he not, I would a(k him, 
derive fatisfaftion from contemplating the buft of a Trajan 
or a Marcus Aurelius ? And whence does that fatisfadlion 
arife ? Certainly not from the age of the marble folely^ nor 
can I fuppofe merely from the beauty or deformity of a fculp-> 
tured face, but, by prefenting to him the femblance of a great 
man, whofe every aAion is an ohje£k of curiofity, the various 
tranfadlions and events which accompanied his time nifh 
upon the mind, and create a train of bufy ideas and conjeftural 
refledtions. Why then may not others derive an equal plea- 
fure from any attempt to lay before them the portraits of great 
men of their own time, more intereding often becaufe their 
hiftory and their merits are better underflood ? 

How does all this accord, I would afk, with the following 
declaration, which in one part of his Work he has thought 
lit to make, ** Far pleafanter to me is tjje language of com- 
" mendation than of cenfure f '' Is the public welfare promoted 
by an indifcriminate abufe levelled againfl genius and abili- 
ties of every defcription ? Do the literature, the laws, the re- 
ligion, the government, and the good manners of the country 
derive any fupport from an endeavour to depreciate the abi- 
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Ittiesi the learning, and the morals of the bed, the wifeft, and 
the greateft of her fons ? 

After witneiling attacks of this defcription, and the feveritjr 
with which he has cenfured the ilyle of others, we (hould ex- 
pe£l at leaft to find this cenfor tnorum peculiarly attentive to 
the chaftity and deli'^acy of his own. What then (hall we f-ty 
of the following paflage ? 

" On the luxurious lap of Flora thrown, 
** On beds of yielding vegetable down, 
*' Raife luft in pinks, and with unhallow'd fire 
•' Bid the foft virgin violet expire.'* 

I will not abfolutely fay that thefe lines are indecent; but! 
will aflc, Whether they are in due confonance with that ex* 
treme love for delicacy, and chaftity of expreffion, which he 
profefles. But it is the licenfed language of Satire, we (haU 
be told. Ah ! is it fo ? How then came Dr. Warton to be 
fo fevdrely reprehended for only pubUJhing the Satires of Pope ? 
Surely Pope was at lead entitled to an equal latitude of ex^ 
preifion with the Author of the " Purfuits of Literature.** 

To the above paflage he has, by way of illuftration I fup« 
pofe, added the following Note : ^'I would juft hint that it is a 
" matter of fome curiofity to me to conceive how young La- 
^ dies are inftru^led in the terms of Botany, which an very 
^^ ftgnificani!^ He was under the influence of the " grey goofe 
" plume/' I doubt not, when he was writing this Note ; but I 
would advife him in future, when he can fuggeft no bettefr 
hints than thefe, to keep them to himfelf. The fuppreflion of 
this Note too would have concealed his ignorance in this re« 
fpca, wjiich he has been at fome pains to render confpicuous. 
For the terms of Botany (of which it is plain he knows no- 
thing) have no impropriety in themfelves, and may with the 
moft perfe£l fafety be taught to the moft delicate female ear. 
It is unneceflary to aflc him, Whether he has ever read Rout 
feau's elegant Letters to a Lady on the Elements of Botany f 
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The above paffagc fufficicntly fbews he has not. The work« 
and operations of nature, if exprefled with fome little atten- 
tion to the terms, convey nothing offenfive or indelicate to 
an innocent mind. There is an old proverb, which fays, 
« Honi foit qui mal y penfe.'' Docs the Author of the •' Pur^- 
^' fuits of Literature '' underftand this ? 

In his obfervations again on Mr. Knight's Effay on the 
Worlhip of Prjapus, his profeffions and his writing are widely 
at variance with each other, and, in the Note which accora* 
panics thefe two lines, hot the moft chafte in themfclves : 

" In verfe half-veil'd raife titillating luft, 

*' Like girls that deck with flowVs Priapus' buft." 

He is guilty of a grofs indelicacy and indecency, if what he 
fays of Mr. Knight be true. Mr. Knight's. Treatife he re- 
prehends as being both unbecoming and indecent, but at the 
fame time acknowledges it has not been publijbed'^ and there- 
fore, fearful left the public ihould be ignorant of the contents^ 
he immediately gives a long defcription of it in fuitable t^rms. 
What are the real merits and faults, and whether or not there is 
in faft fi|ch indecency in this learned Treatife, I do not pro- 
tend to determine, as I have never feen it ; but I confefs it is 
not a little extraordinary to fee a man profeffing himfelf the 
champion of literary delicacy, and fcrutinizing with feverity 
the leaft ambiguity of exprefSon in others, enter into a gene- 
ral expofition of what he calls an indecent Treatife, and which 
he commences with telling us we cannot be acquainted with 
becaufe it has not been publiftied. It can only be therefore 
through apprehenfion that it fhould remain unnoticed by the 
public, that his obfervations upon it were written, as a fort of 
" in perpetuam rei memoriam," as it were, and, as he elfe- 
where obferves, « though for no other caufe^ yet for thisy that 
<* pofterity may know that we have not loofely, through 
*f filence, permitted things to pafs away as in a dreai^." 

Again, 
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Again, 

*' Some plain pofitlon lay, as fimply thus— 
♦' Marriage confifts in adu-coitus." 

For this and other places, '^ where he has been obliged to 
♦♦ ufe expreffions rather ftrong," as he terms it, on account of 
the impof&bility of giving an efFedlual expofure of the unwaiv 
rantable and fcandalous licence of fome writers without it, 
he has made a fort of an apology, by introducing the follow- 
ing quotation from Hume : '^ The ancient Satiriils often u(ed 
^ great liberty in their exprellions ; but their freedom no more 
^^ refembles this licentioufnefs, than the nakednefs of an In- 
^* dian does that of a common proftitute." This attempt to 
defend the latitude of expreffion in his own flyle comes for- 
ward with a very bad grace after his animadverfions on Mr. 
Pope. It is a partial vindication in himfelf, of what he cen- 
sures in another. Though I am ready to admit the truth of 
the original proportion in the above quotation^ yet in the 
inference which he derives from it I differ from him entirely^ 
independent of the diflike I have to this partial manner of 
arguing againft another about the propriety of k licence which 
he is defending in himfelf. That liberty of ftyle which we 
^ifcern in the ancient Satirifts is not allowable to the fame 
extent in the Satirifts of the prefcnt day. The laws of Satire 
have, ever fince Pope and Swift wrote, adopted a chafter lan- 
guage and a purer ftyle. It is no argument therefore for the 
Satirift to fay that he has only given the expreffions of another; 
for, if they are licentious, he ought not to admit them at all. 
It is equally as indefenfible as if a modeft woman were to imi- 
tate the indecent gefture of a proftitute, though merely for 
(he fake of defcribing what the other had done. 

I pafs over his Differtation on the Gibbe Cat^ with which 
he feems peculiarly pleafed, as it affords him an opportunity 
of venting his jokes on the occafion ; nor does he omit to add 
|iis own opinion, after he has found fault with all other com- 
mentators 
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mentators for fo doing. Neither (hall I dwell on his Obser- 
vations on ftewed Prunes and Potatoes ; wherein he endea- 
vours to equal (and with no fmall degree of envy it fbould 
appear) the length of Mr. CoIIins's Note, which he blames 
fo feverelyt on the fame fubje£t. But there are two lines 
which I think it neceflary to take fome notice of; they arc 
tbeie : 

** For, ah ! prefumptuous Acis wrefts the prize> 
** And ravi(hes the nymph before his eyes V* 

This, together with the whole of the Notes upon it, I cannot 
hm confider, judging according to his own fyftem^ as an alle- 
gorical indeceQcy. It is not enough to fay it is a mere alle- 
gory ; fo was Mr. Pope's ftory of " The Double Miftrefs,'* 
which he reprobates fo much* It is incompatible with that 
ftria chaftity of expreiSon which he requires in others. There 
is no one excufe to be offered for it : it is not even an imita- 
tion by way. of ftrifturc on the ftyle of another, but" a wan- 
ton and wilful indelicacy, without any reafon, and to anfwer 
BO end. 

All this is the lefs allowable in an Author who comes fortb» 
m he profefles to do, in behalf of the Literature and the good 
manners of the country, with a full convi&ion of the ten- 
dency of his Poem to promote the public welfare. Does he 
jnean to fay that his Work is the model from which we are to 
l&krn perfe£Uon in both thefe inftances ? With regard to the 
ftrft, he has not merely confined himfelf to a criticifm on the 
faults-*-he has endeavoured to depreciate the abilities, as welt 
ITS to undervalue the merits, of almoft every other writer : but 
has he, at the fame time, wrritten better himfelf? Even the 
chaflity of Pope's Works are queftioned ; but has he avoided, 
in his own, that licence of expreflion which he will not allow 
to another ? And in point of good manners he fets but a bad 
example^ if we are to imitate the grofs abufe, the indecent in- 
^edtive^ and the wilful mifreprefentation, in the ufe of which 
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ht IS to very liberal. Neither am I difpofed to give him ere- 
dk for that independence and impartiality to which he would 
fain lay claim. In many places, notwithftanding his repeated 
boaftings to the contrary, be dif{days all the little narro^K^iefs 
and prgudice of party-influence i and when he leaft thinks it, 
he betrays himfelf moft. At times^ when this is not the cafe, 
he is both pleafing and inflruAive in his remarks. There is 
one paflage, in particular, to whofe truth and propriety I can- 
not omit this opportunity of expreffing my moft cordial aileat. 
It is upon the needlefs and cruel experiments that are made 
upon living animals. The obfervations are juft, fenfible, and 
humane. What can difplay a more ftriking inftance of favage 
barbarity than to behold men, without the leaft commUera- 
tlon for the actitenefs of its fufFerings, brooding with iniatia«* 
ble perfeverance over a tortured and mutilated animal, and di- 
reding experiments with the moft ingenious cruelty, whereiA 
every poflible refinement of invention is adopted that may 
heighten or prolong the agonies of the miserable vii^m^ 
without any other end to be anfwered than the gratificatiea. 
of a ufelefs though fanguinary curiofity ? Such experiments 
arc a difgrace to a civilized people. 

From this I turn to another fubje£l— -his attack upon Mr* 
Lewis, the Author of the Romance called the « Monk j" and 
if I dwell on this a little longer than ufual, it is becaufe the 
Author of the " Purfuits of Literature ** has not been more 
copious in his obfervations than profufe in the inveAive and 
mifrcprefentation with which he has overwhelmed that Gen- 
tleman. 

There is no book perhaps of modern produSion that has 
excited a greater Ihare of curiofity, or been more the fubjed 
of public opinion, and public converfation, than the Romance 
of the " Monk/' 

The Author of the " Purfuits of Literature'* in particulax 
has branded this work with the charge of obfcenity and im- 
piety, and accufcd Mr. Lewis of neither fcrupling nor blufli* 
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ii^ to deptft and publUh to the world the arts of lewd anj 
fyftematic fedaQton> and to thruft upon the nation the moff 
open and unqualified blafphemy againft the very code and 
Tolume of our religion* In the accufation of indecency the 
public opinion^ under which the author of the Furfuits of 
Literature has artfully endeavoured to (belter and fupport his 
own» does certainly in a great meafure coincide with him ; 
but it muft be recolleded, that ajffirtiony although founded 
oa the popular opinion^ does not always amount to incontro-^ 
vertibJe proofs 

Here then it fhould feem the combat grows unequal, for I 
have two antagonifts q>pofed to me> of which the latter is 
by no means the leaft powerful ; and a man ought to po(fefs 
no fmall (hare of courage and refolution, who ventures into 
tfie field to tilt his lance againft fo formidable an opponent 
as the popular optnim* In all probability his fate may bear 
too clofe a refemblance to the eflTed of the attack which 
Ae renowned Champion de la Mancha made againft his ene- 
■lies the windmills* 

Yet this terrific monfter lofes a vaft deal of its confequence 
'when we come to confider it with attention^ and analize its 
ieQie£tive parts* Of the people compofing the public opinion 
there are two forts ; thofe who think for themfelves ('^ et quota 
^ pars hsec fiint"), and thofe who fufFer others to think for 
them. The former of thefe may again be divided into two 
clafles ; the firft and by far leaft numerous of which confifts 
of perfons able to form an opinion of their own, and the latter 
of fuch as without the ability will afTume to themfelves the 
power. From this it appears then how fmall a (hare real 
judgment and difcrimination have in conftituting the popular 
opinion ; which, nevertheleft, it muft be confefled, is too im-> 
portant an antagonift to be trifled with, and it is mo^ prudent 
not to run counter to it if it can be avoided. 

But as I wifli not to difpute its power, though I queflionf 
its propriety, and as I know its tenacity too well to enteruhi 
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iktt leaft fttfip^tim dmt any strgamMits will iniuee it ^ i^e- 
cede from its opinion when once formed ) I do not intend 
this hfj w«y of confuting ity but flBtintainiiig my own. I aft 
upon tbe defbifivo, and not upon the ofFeniive plan. I have not 
the vanitjr to fnppore, whatever efieft they might produce 
upon individuals, that my arguments could ever influence the 
public opinion ; but ftill I will not fuffer my own to be 
trodden under foot. It is no argument to tell me the world 
IS of a different opinion from myfelf. The world may be 
mifl-aken as well as I may. Not that I mean to diveft all. 
credit from the popular opinion 5 which is very frequently in- 
fallible. But the opinion of the world, merely as an opinion, 
carries no more conviAion to my mind than the opinion of 
an individual. They both may be right, for aught I know, or 
they both may be wrong. Of this, however, I am certain, 
that if I cannot make a convert of tbe public opinion, when I 
coivceive it to be wrong, fo neither ftiall k have any influence 
over me when I believe myfelf right. I will always pay it a 
di|e refpeA ; but a blind and unlimited fubmiflion is more dian 
' it \gi% any right to expert from me. 

I muft confefs, I never perufed a book with fo much fu'r« 
prife and aftoniifament as I did that of the <« Monk ^'. Led to 
expe£b, from general report, a compound of licentious inde- 
cency, when I took it up to read, which was not till very 
lately, it was with all the prejudice that it was poffible for my 
mind to entertain againft it How much was I aftoniflied ' 
then to find the imprcflions it made on me fo widely different 
from thofe I was taught to look for : I was afhamed to per- 
ceive that I had fo long been the dupe to a' prejudice which 
appeared to me to be without foundation ; and that, without any 
reafon to authorife my forming an opinion at all, which I cer- 
tainly could have no right to do till I had read the book, I 
had Imperceptibly given way to the popular ftream. 

I am well aware of the difEcuIties I fhail have now to en- 
counter^ I hear an immediate outcry raifed againft me — 

F What ! 
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What ! defend a bad book<^a work oriicendoufnefs and blaf- 
phemy ?Y--Have patience a little^ gentle critics, and I will an* 
^ fwer you* I do pot pretend to defend a bad book — I join iflUe 
with you in your opinion. I do not believe this to be fuch— ' 
X do not view it as a licentious or blafpbemous work— -I do 
not think it will either contaminate your morals, or bring your 
religion into contempt. 

With regard to the charge of licentioufnefs, the " Monk'* 
exhibits, it is true,a piftureofvice unequalled hitherto by the 
pen of defcrtption. But I would a(k this ihort and fitiiple 
queftion — Is tbepiBure afvice^ held up in its own native defor^ 
fnityj a dangerous fight ? I will add an6ther-r-/r // not. attended 
with good effeBSy by ailing as a beacon to mankind? Vice in 
itfelf is even difgufting to its moft zealous votaries, when it 
entirely abandon? the femblance o£ virtue. Would you allure 
mankind to the path of vice, you muft not terrify them with 
ft profpedl pf the rocks and precipices which interfefk the 
way ; you m^ft ftrew the path over with the flowers of vir- 
tue — you muft make the furface fmpoth, to conceal the pits 
below. Vice muft always wear a mafk, or fhe will never 
gain converts to her principles ; it is pnly when ftie arrays 
)ierfelir in the fpecious garb of virtue that {he is to be feared. 

There are prefixed to feveral of the editions of Roderick 
Ilandom,fpmg introduijtpry obfervations, intitled, "Remarks 
** on Roderick Random, in a Letter from a Gentie^nan at 
f Twickenham to his friend in London,'* This letter has 
been attributed to JMr. Pope *, and I fliall give a (hort extraft 
from it here, as it is fo extremely appofite to the prefent fubjc6^. 

" We further learn from this author, that charaSfers of vice 
^^ may be made the mofi conducive to, the promotion of virtue* For 
f* though virtue is in herfelf abfplutely amiable and attraftivp, 
♦* when placpd in a prpper light, and remarked with due at- 
** tention ; yet vice can afTume her graces with fo cunning a 
f^ mimickry, that the detection muft come from ^yes of un-. 
f? f^mmon difcernment, 
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^ It Is in this material diftin£lton that our author is happy* 
«* Hejlrips vice of all thatfirved to adorn or difguifg her* Hi 
^ lifts her tb the light. He expofes her native deformity.' Hi 
Ogives her ajfeSfati^ns to ridicule^ and her allurements to rf<- 
^ tejiation. He places her in oppodtion to her adverfary % 
<^ and, by a contraft fo evident^ detnonftrates that nothing is 
*^ beneficent, that nothing is defirable, but virtue." * * 

A book which boldly tracefs the pfdgrefs of vice, accom- 
panying her in her firft deviation from the path of virtue^ 
through all her fubfequent tranfitions to the different fbges 
of guilt, and at length exhibits her fuSering the punyhment 
due to her crimes, cannot be juftly ftyled a bad book. I Con* 
fider the Romance of the " Monk" as a work of this nature— 
I fee a good and ufeful moral to be drawn from it. I fee that 
the firft abandonment to vice leads on imperceptibly to aa 
accumulation of wickedhefs. But I alfo fee that fuch a con« 
du£t infallibly brings on the wretched viSdm the punifhment 
due to his crimes. I view it as a beautiful illegory, wherein 
is depiAed the fnares and deluftons by which vice accom« 
pliflies her triumph over virtue. The chara£ter of Matilda^ 
for example, I confider as fo palpably allegorical, that when I 
am reading it, it is with difficulty I can bring my mind to 
favour the deceit fufficiently enough to look upon her as a 
woman. 

From the language made ufe of in the " Porfuits of Lite- 
•* rature," a perfon unacquainted with the "Monk ''would be 
induced to fuppofe that it was a charader recommended as a 
model for imitation, rather than defigned as an obje£t of ab« 
horrence. He would be furprifed to find that his example 
was intended to inculcate the necedity of a proper diftruft of 
( Qurfelves, and the danger of placing too great a Confidence in 
our own virtues, and above all to teach us that the fuppreiSon 
of our palTions from their right and natural courfe, is too 
frequently the means of diverting them into a much more 
dangerous channel. 

F 2 But, 
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But, granting all &i$ to be tr\j^y ftill it wHt ba obj^fMj 
vhy the ncceflity to introchiec iucb Uc6ntioii(h«r$ smd Qb^ 
fceoity, according te the Author of the ^< Purfuit$ of Lttera- 
<' lur^Q}" into the work ? Might not the indecent paflages> it 
wil) bfi faid, have been as well omitted ? In the 6rft place then 
I muft declare, that I do not fee thefe licentious^ thefe ebfcene^' 
or thefe indictnl paflages, as they are called, in the faixie point 
of view that the Author of the " Pttrfuits of Literature" repre. 
fonts thera in, I cannot deny that the defcription of foine of 
the feenrs between Matilda and AmbroGo are painted in very 
flrong colours. Sut, in my opinion, there was no remedy. 
for it. Without thefe defcriptionsy the work, it is true, would 
have been chafter ; but then it would have been incomplete as 
a work* It is to be confidered that the Monk was no common 
mant therefore the common temptations of the world would 
have been loft upon him.-***Not . only from hjs habits of life 
Were his religious principles tinftured with a (hade of a 
deeper caft than thofe of other men, but alfo from keeping 
bis paffions under command he had acquired a felf-denial un- 
known to men in general. With fuch a man, therefore, what- 
ever ideas the. attractions of the other fex might excite, they 
would; make a much fiighter impreffion on him than on the 
reft of mankind. No c6mmon blandiihments would prevail 
over him. Had his temptations been of an inferior nature, 
they never would have bad eflSrCi:. The ufuai artifices of 
women would have been exerted in vain. He ,was not to be 
prevailed on in the firft inftance to debauch others, but it is 
necetfiary he ihould be debauched hifnfelf. This Matilda 
effe£^s by a tondu<5b adapted to fuch an intent — ^She pradiies 
every refinement in the art of fedu£|bion, and allures his paf* 
fions by temptations too ftpong for mortality to refift. If h^ 
bad fallen a. vi<aim to lefs fubtile fnares, or yielded tp lefr 
tempting allurementSi his chaira£ter had been at once ill drawn 
and incomplete. " 

Wh^ce then the danger to be apprehended from the per- 
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u&I of diis work?— The horror excited in the breaft of die 
Teader at the incantations jand preternatural interferences by 
the aid of which the Monk is enabled to execute his infernal 
plans, is of itfelf a fufEcient antidote to any emotions which 
the lufcious defcription of fome of the fcenes could occaiioi), 
though I will not admit that they can produce any fucfa« 
With weak minds^ in particular, this cannot fail of having a 
very ftrong efFed. Is it poffible for any one to regard Ma- 
tilda, after he has been a witnefs to her myfterious and unac- 
countable behaviour, without a fufpicion bordering on difguft^ 
Even the beauty of her perfon, and her blaidifhme^ts, ceafe to 
zffed the reader when he beholds her an agent in diabolical 
arts. And to the ftrong mind, capable of difcrimination and 
of forming an opinion for itfelf, it can by no means be preju- 
dicial. By fuch it will be confidered as a perfefl: allegory, 
wherein k depifted the triumph of vice over virtue— and will 
be admired as a moral work, the efFed of much ability and 
invention. 

Had the author written his work in a different ftyle, and on 
a different plan— had he drawn the Monk as fuccefsful in 
every one of his villainous undertakings, and ihewn hiiti as 
efcaping the pnnifhment due to his crimes— then I will con-.- 
fefs it would have admitted of many objediions that will not 
now hold good. But furely a defcription of progreffive wicked* 
nefs, which ultimately is arreftcd^by the hand of juftice, and 
delivered over to eternal punifhment, cannot be a very dan- 
gerous lefibn to mankind. You will gain few profelytes to 
vice, by exhibiting it as overwhelmed by the punifliment dut 
to its crimes. Who ever heard of a perfon being tempted to 
the highway by the fight of a criminal fuffering on the wheel 
for a fimilar offence ? Who ever heard of a perfon being fti- 
mulated to licentioufnefs by viewing smother finking under 
the preffure of a difeafe contracted in the babita o£. dm^ 
t«uchery ? 
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Hiere are many other books We dailj meet with in generd 
circulation, that, without appearing to be really bad, are attend* 
cd with much more prejudicial confequences to mankind. The 
amours of Peregrine Pickle, or Tom Jones, and the Intrigues 
qf Ferdinand Count Fathom, not to mention feveral other 
novels of the prefent day, are infinitely more dangerous for 
young people to ftudy, becaufe they' are all cfFeded in the 
common courfe of life. There is nothing but what every one 
may or can do himfelf. Every thing is confined within the 
fcopeand pale of poffibility. — Thus the intrigue which Count 
Fathom carries on with the jeweller's daughter, Wilhelmina, 
excites the paffions more forcibly than the account of Am« 
brofio's fedu<Stion by Matilda, becaufe it is in a more natural 
manner that it is efFefted. And again, his conqueft. over the 
fair Elenor, and his fedu<5lion of Celinda, the daughter of the 
country gentleman to whofe houfe he was invited after he 
comes to England, makes a ftronger impreifion on the mind 
than the manner in which the Monk ruins Antonia r for the 
one is the mere cffeft of human cunning and contrivance, 
whereas the other is only accompHihed by the. aid of preter- 
natural intervention : and I leave it to the judgment of the 
reader to determine which is moft likely to have a pernicious 
operation on the human mind — the defcrtption of an intrigue 
carried on with a girl in the common and ufual manner, with 
no other inconvenience attending it than the danger of the 
Ipvers being interrupted in the hours of dalliance — -or the ac- 
count of a feduftion, not only accompanied with every fpecies 
of horror and barbarity, but efFcSed by the co-operation of 
the moft diabolical arts and infernal myfteries. The mind is 
too apt to view the one with a kind of fympathy : it makes it 
its own cafe: it feels it could do the fame if it wi(faed it ; and 
perhaps it is even induced to wifb it :— but from the other it 
(brinks with abhorrence, and loathes the idea of imitation. 
Where is the perfon bold enough to entertain for a moment 
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the idea of gratifying his paiEons by the celebratioil of inferml 
rit^s ? Who would fufibr Satan to condu<ft him to the couck 
.©f Venus? 

Taking it indeed in any Ihape, I do not fee how the alleged 
jdangerous tendency of this book is to be fupported on anf 
reafonable grounds. On a ftrong and well-informed mind it 
is not even pretended that it can work any ill effefis ; becaulb 
it muft be viewed by fuch as a beautiful allegory decorated 
with all the imagery of a fertile imagination. But with weak 
.minds we are told this is not the cafe, as they are incapable of 
viewing it with the difcrimination that is neceiTary for them* 
In anfwer to this my opinion is, that a weak and uninformed 
mind ftaads in no more danger than a ftrong one : for, fup- 
poiing the allegorical allufion above their comprehenfion, flitt 
the moral inference to be drawn from it cannot but be ob- 
vious, namely, that vice, though for a time fuccefsful, meeti 
with its due puniihment at laft. Yet (hould this even not be 
^conceded to me, ftill I believe I (hall not be contradicted when 
J afiert, that a diablerie^ and the narration of magic rites^ nakat 
^ much deeper impreffion on a weak than on a ftrong mind, 
;uid hence I argue that the book contains a fufficient antidote 
in itfelf. Were it poflible for me to fuppofe for a moment 
Ithat the perufal of the " Monk *' could induce a perfon, by the 
mcicemenc of ideas he never before experienced, to attempt the 
execution of any plan of feducStion, or even the gratificatioa 
in any manner of a fenfual paffion, in confequence of what he 
had read .therein, I would ceafe to vindicate it from that mo- 
ment. But I beg to a(k whether it is rational to fuppofe, that^ 
}f the "mind could diveft itfelf of all the horror occ'afioned by 
the manner in which the defigns of the Monk are carried into 
/execution, and ^ven experience thofe fenfations of incitement 
ivhich I defy the hqok to infpire — whether, 1 fay, the head 
could for a moment become fo much the dupe of the pailions 
^ to attempt, from the example of Ambrofio, to do what it 
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«iuft percave, widioat the fame preternatural affiftance^ it m» 
vcr could adiicve. 

For, if it is impoffible for any, the moft ignorant and unia* 
formed reader, to place the flighteft belief in the reality of the 
h&s that are related therein, which I apprehend n;uft be an« 
fwered in the affirmative, bow can a perfon receive any bad 
impreffions from the perufal of h{k% which he is convinced 
never did nor can take place ? Do you fay it is a bad exam* 
pie for him ? I anfwer, that cannot operate as an example 
which he is fenfible he cannot follow if he were even fo in* 
clined. 

It is no vindication of an indecent book, I am aware, be- 
cauie another happens to be more fo } but I cannot refrain 
from obferving, that it is not a little extraordinary that the 
Author of the " Purfuits of Literature ** fcould have felefted. 
Ibis book in particular for the obje£l of his animadverfions, 
when there are fuch a number to whom reprehenfion is fo 
much more defervedly due. Beiides, it is paying the female 
part of mankind a very ill compliment, to fuppofe for a mo- 
ment that they could not read fuch a book without receiving 
bad impreffions from it. It is not only an infult to their un- 
^rftandings, but it is a reflexion on their delicacy, their fuf- 
ceptibility, and their natural timidity, to entertain fuch an 
idea. It is fuppofing them no lefs incapable of reflexion, 
than deftitute of all female innocence, as well as deaf to all 
the didates of horror and difguft with which fuch a narra^ 
tion cannot fail to infpire them. 

Confidering it again in a political point of view, there h 
even much good may be derived from it. There is a worldly 
caution, a diftruft of the ingratiating arts of defigning villainy, 
to be gained in the perufal of it. What ! perhaps I may be 
told— a knowledge of human nature to be obtained from the 
behaviour of a demon ? Would you draw leffons of moral 
prudence from the application of theVickednefs of a preter- 
natural 
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hattirai htlng ? Have jpaticnce a little, whofoever thou art 
that wouldft hint this objeiJliort, and, out of tcnderncfs to thy 
own arguments, prefs it not againft me, or thou wilt defeat 
at once all thy affertions of the immoral tendency of this 
book : for, if thou denieft me the application of the condu£): of 
a demon as a leiTon for the inftru£);ion of mankind, and wilt 
Dot fufFer me to make a comparifon between mortals and pre-^ 
ternatural beings^ fo neither will I fufFer thee to infinuate 
that a finite being like man can receive any injury from art 
examination of the diabolical arts of a minifter of the deviL 
If you deny me the power of a comparifon for the benefit of 
mankind, fo will 1 deny you, on your own grounds, the power 
of drawing an injurious analogy between them. If you tell 
tne, that the hiftory of a preternatural being cannot operate 
by analogy, by comparifon, or by inference, as aleflbn of in* 
ftru£lion to mankind, you furely will not pretend to fay that 
by either of thofe methods it can prove of any prejudice. 

And yet Mr. Lewis is accufed of having poifoned the wa- 
ters of our land in their fprings and fountains^^He is branded 
with having added incitement to incitement) and corruption 
to corruption, till there neither is, nor can be, a return to vir* 
tuous aftion and to regulated life— Yes, forfooth, he is accufed 
of all this, becaufe he has held up to the world a piAure of 
vice in its native deformity, and taught them this wholefome 
lefibn, that the fword of juftice hangs over the head of the 
wicked. Mr. Lewis is cited " before the tribunal of the pub- 
** lie opinion, to anfwer to the law of reputation, and every 
** binding and' powerful iandion by which that law is en- 
<« forced;*' becaufe he has told mankind, that the firft ftep to 
vice is generally followed by a fecond, and that fecond by a 
third, which fooncr or later infallibly leads to the punifhment 
which it deferves ^ becaufe he has fhewn us we may be wicked 
when we pleafe^ but has pointed out the confequences ; and 
becaufe he has d^^monftrated to us, that if we once quit the 
path of virtue^ it is difficult to regain it, and that we become 
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imperceptibly involved too deep to recede when we wodld 
wifh it. 

But the accufations againft him ftop not even here. I 
come now to a charge of a much more ferious nature, both in 
itfelf and its confequcnces ; an offi^nce of the moft enormous 
magnitude that the wickednefs of man is capable of perpetra- 
ting, that of open and unqualified blafphemy againft the very 
code and volume of our religion. And here it may be right 
to obferve, that whatever fupport the aflertion of the Author 
of the " Parfuits of Literature," with regard to the licentious 
tendency of the " Monk," may derive from the coincidence of 
the popular opinion with him in that refpeft, in the charge of 
blafphemy and impiety he ftands by himfelf folely and unfup- 
ported. That accufation, I believe, has never entered into the 
Imagination of any individual but himfelf. 

Far be it from me to attempt or wife to extenuate fuch a 
charge, if well founded. Never fhall the blafphemer of our 
religion meet with a vindicator in me ! But I frankly own I 
do not, for one, fee the blafphemy of which the Author of the 
" Purfuits of Literature " complains. I would have every one 
*' approach the facred writings with that proftration of mind, 
*' that diftruft of their own powers, and that felf-abafement 
" which is required in thofe who defire to look into the hid- 
•^ den things of God.*' I know nothing of Mr. Lewis, not 
even by report. I never heard. his name till I read his book ; 
ai)d as for his religious principles, I have no other clue to 
guide me in my opinion of them than what I could colleft 
from the perufal of his work. From that I fee no reafon to 
doubt him to be a man of religion and morality. I may be 
miftaken, it is true : I only declare what I think, and my mo- 
tives for fo thinkirrg. 

The charge of blafphemy, however, it is to be obferved, is 

founded upon a pafl'age which the Author of the " Purfuits of ^ 

Literature " has quoted from the " Monk," and which, after his 

example, I (hall likewife give here, 
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*^ He (the Monk) examined the book which flie (Antonia) 
** had been reading, and had now placed upon the table. It 
** was theJBible. ' How !' faid the Prior to himfelf, ' Antonia 
" reads the Bible, and is ftill fo ignorant r' But upon further 
** infpe&ion he found that Elvira (the mother of Antonia) had 
" made exaftly the fame remark. That prudent mother, while 
*■' {he admired the beauties of the Sacred Writings, was con- 
" vinced that, unrcftrifted, no reading more improper could be 
** permitted a young woman. Many of the narratives can only 
*' tend to excite ideas tne worft calculated for a female breaft : 
" every thing is called roundly and plainly by its own name $ 
" and the annals of a brothel would fcarcely furnilh a greater 
" choice of indecent expreffions. Yet this is the book which 
** young women are recommended to ftudy, which is put into 
** the hands of children able to comprehend little more than 
** thofe paffages of which they had better remain ignorant, and 
*' which but too frequently inculcate the firft rudiments of vice, 
^ and give the firft alarm to the ftill fleeping paflions. Of this 
" Elvira was fo fully convinced, that flie would have preferred 
** putting into her daughter's hands Amadis de Gaul, or the 
** valiant champion Tirante the White; and would fooner have 
" authorifed her ttudying the lewd exploits of Don Galaor, or 
** the lafcivious jokes of the damfel Plazer de mi vida*,'* 

Had Mr. Lewis fliewn me his book, and afked my opinion 
of it before it was printed, I would moft certainly have ad- 
viled him either to amend or leave out this exceptionable paf- 
fage. I confefs I wifli he had not written it. But why do I 
fo wifh? Not becaufe I think he has been guilty of blaf- 
phemy; not becaufe I think he has intended to "difcredit and 
*^ traduce the authority of the Bible ;" but becaufe I fliould 
have forefeen that paffage as not only liable to objcdlions on 
the fcore of a want of fufficient decency and reverence in the 
manner of" CKpreffion, which I am ready to admit, but alfc as 
raifing many cavils, and lying open to many interpretations, 
* Vol. ii. p. 247, S. 
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V^hich I do not believe ever entered into the writer^ hnagina^ 
tion. For it was not enough that he did not deiign nor ima* 
gine any impiety himfelf, he OMght alfo to have confidercd 
what effe£l his langpage would have upon another pcrfon, 
and that he (hould not afterwards have to fay of any ilUnatured 
caviller, irui S^ia^ ipii Harsthv in afffSuai ir/pa^Ta*. 

A% the fame time alfo it may be neceflary to obierve, that,^ 
in defending Mr. Lewis, I by no means am to be underftood 
s(S pledging my opinion in every inftance for the fupport of 
his own. There may be many things wherein I dp not exr 
a31y coincide with him, I ac]^nowkdge ; but I do not write to 
fupport evf ry particular tenet which he lays down, and ever]p 
individual expreiSon of which he maizes ufe. I write to de- 
fend himji gener^ly, from the charge of obfcenity and blaf- 
phemy, which I do not think he is guilty of. 

Without queftioning the divine inspiration of the Sa,cre(| 
lYntings, I believe it will be at once conceded, to me, that 
^hey exhibit a no l^fs perfe<^ defcription of times paft, than a 
prophetical allufion to future events. Now, in the faithful re- 
prefentation they contain pf former periods, we meet alilie 
yrith a defcription of moral and immoral a£tions, of good and 
of bad men. (luman nature is depi£led with all the virtues, 
and aU the vices incident to it ; and it is in the rewards con- 
ferred on the one, and the punifhments annexed to the other, 
that we are taught to admire the wifdom and juftice of the. 
Almighty power. From the defcription pf recorded vices 
which we meet with therein, wbofe atrocity is only equallect 
by the degree of vengeance which they excite, and the relation 
of events as we find them in the plain and forcible language 
of truth and fimplicity, unobfcured by the fophiftry of words, 
vnrefined by the fubtlety of terms, I cannot for myfelf con- 
ceive that youth ftand in any danger ; but I have more cha- 
rity than to accufe my neighbour of blafphemy becaufe he 

^ Plato, Euthyph. 
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thinks otlirrwife. May there not be many a reli^ons peifoiH 
J would aflc, equally impreffed with a due refpeft for the rdi* 
gious writings, and a fenfe of the divine infpiration which ac- 
companies them, who might ftill wifli to withhold certam 
paflages in them from a daughter's eye ? May there not be 
niany a perfon of unqueftionable fandtity, who would thiidc 
themfelves innocent of every blafphemous intention, or defire 
pf traducing the Bible, in their preventing a young and un* 
i^nowing female from perufing the ftory of Dinah, or clofing 
the book when they came to the account of the inceftuovs 
commerce between Lot and his two daughters ? They wooU 
not, I am pcrfuadcd, feel confcious of any impiety in endea- 
vouring to conceal e^cpreiEons which they thought not wdl 
calculated to meet the delicacy of the mind of a young female^ 
incapable both from her age and her want of judgment of coo* 
fidering the Sacred Writings in the manner they require $ 
and I am fure I would be the laft to accufe fuch a perfon of 
blafphemy, becaufe I did not think in every particular as he 
4ii 

How little too does it accord with the allegation of a ten* 
dency to difcredit and traduce the Bible, when we fee it 
placed in the haiKls of Antooia, the moft innocent and virtu* 
ous chara£ter in the book, by Elvira, her own mother. 

I fcruple not therefore openly to acquit Mr. Lewis of every 
impious or blafphemous iatentwri. His meaning I cannot believe 
to be bad, though, with regard to the above extra£lj I think 
he has been inattentive to a fufHcient decency and decorum 'm 
the manner of hi$ exprefling his ideas ; and I am always will* 
ing to make every allowance for an author who appears to 
have been fo injudicious as to have adopted exprefiions wbidi 
yf'ill admit of a force of interpretation beyond what he in- 
tended they (hould bear. This I believe to be Mr. L'ewis'9 
cafe^ and as fuch I ftep forward in his defence. It is what I 
owe to another, becaufe I (hould expedl the fame aiBftanee 
pyfclf. We aU know there are two ways for exprefling the 
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fiime ideas ; and the diiFerence of the words will always 
allow of a different conftrudion. Nothing therefore Is more 
requiiite in an author than to weigh well, and with attention^ 
the various meaning and purport of the words of which he 
makes ufe, and in the fele£tion of which he cannot be too 
careful. 

The Author of the ** Purfuits of Literature ^ is as ready as 
any one to make this allowance himfelf when it fuits his pur« 
pofe, as is evident by the following p^fiage in a Note to the 
Preface of the Fourth Part of his Work, where, fpeaking of 
Mr. Reeves, who, he tells us, is in his opinion a very virtu- 
ous and a very honourable man, he fays, ^ It would not be 
* amii^, to be fure, if Mr. Reeves, or any other writer, 
•* would read Quintilian on Tropes and Metaphors, before he 
^ adorns his native language with all the richnefs of imagery, 
^ and exerts the command which nature gives him over the 
^ figures of fpeech. Trunco non frond ibus efficit umhram. 
•* For my own part, when his pamphlet, " The Thoughts on 
** the Englifli Government," was publiflied, I never felt more 
^ indignation than when I faw this Gentleman ungeneroufly 
*^ and ihamefully abandoned^ and given up by Mr. Pitt in the 
•*Houfe of Commons to the malice of his avowed enemies, 
** and to a criminal profecution in the Court of King's Bench. 
•* He was fotemnly acquitted of any libellous intention; but his 
^ language was imprudent. He fell a viSim to metaphorical 
«* luxuriance and ftate botany.'* I claim for Mr. Lewis a 
fimilar indulgence with that which the Author of the " Pur- 
•* fuits of Literature " fo readily concedes to Mr. Reeves. I 
wi(h an equal allowance to be made him for the imprudence 
9li his language, and that his words may not be ungeneroufly 
conftrued into meanings which he never intended they fhould 
bear. That they are imprudent, as well as irreverent and inde- 
corous, I admit ; but this is the diftinftion which I wifli to 
prove, that the only fault of the Author cbnfifts in having ufed 
too ftrong exprei&ons> and not in the tendemy of his work. 
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I aAi by no means a friend to the principle of damning a 
Vrork, from one exceptionable paflage which it may contain l 
iior would I bind down the intentions of the Author to the 
meaning of a few injudicious words. In general, both the 
moral and religious principles which we meet with through- 
out the ^' Monk'' are good and unexceptionable. In the fophii^ 
tical arguments particularly, which Matilda applies to the 
Monk, I fee reafon to give the Author credit for much in« 
genuity, inafmuch as notwithfianding they fometimes may de- 
lude him, yet we find them conftantly fail of conviAion, and 
(hew by their own weaknefs and fallacy, though prefTed with 
the utmoft artfulncfs, and in the moft fpecious fhape in which 
it is pofTible to put them, the ftrength and juftice of thofe 
principles they are defigned to combat and oppofe. 

The fair and only way to judge, with any degree of accu- 
racy, of the refpedive merits and faults of a work, is not front 
partial extracts, but by an unprejudiced confideration of the 
whole. We fhall find in many books certain paflages, which, 
confidered abftradedly, and by themfelves, are liable to objec- 
tions that will vaniih immediately when we compare them 
with the general fcope and tenets of the work : and it is an 
eafy matter to make feleiSlions from almofl every author on 
which to found ftrong grounds for cavilling, though certainly 
it is neither a mark of candour nor juflice fo to do. We 
fhbuld always bear in our minds what the great Sidney faii 
before his Judges, upon hearing; the interpretations that were 
given upon fele<Eted paflages of his writings : " At this rate 
" ye may prove any thing 5 judging as ye do in this partial way, 
" r would undertake to prove, from the very words of the 
" Bible, that there is no God." 

Thus the Author of the " Purfuits of Literature" confines 
his general charge of blafphemy, with which he brands thp 
whole work, to a partial extra£^ taken from twa of the pages ; 
and his accufation of obfcenity does not extend beyond as 
many chapters. There cannot be much difficulty, according 

to 
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k> thift rule, to decry a work, if, (butting our eyes to the ge* 
Btral aim, fcope, and context of ir, we are to found a partial 
vgument upon paiTages which we have fele£):ed for the ex*^ 
fiefs purpofe. 

But although I have admitted that there cxifts a very ftrong 
yrtjudice againft this book» 1 ought alfo in juftice at the fame 
time to add^that the public opinion is not without many ex- 
ceptions in its favour. There are numbers of perfons of both 
iaeSy with enlightened minds and ftrong abilities, acquainted 
with the world, and with a perfcd knowledge of human na* 
tiire, not lefs capable than willing to form an opinion of their 
own^ and with fufficient refolutlon to think for themfelves,. 
who without hefitation acknowledge that they do not con« 
fider the *^ Monk'* as either a dangerous or improper work. I 
kave known that men of exalted ftations, and a high fenfe of the 
laws of decency and decorum — men imprefTed with a due re^ 
Ijpeft.for religion^ and the moral obligations of life— men 
who were ^ Lcfgiflators in our Parliament, Members of the 
* Houie of Commons of Great Britain, and Defenders of the 
•laws, the religion, and good manners of the country,'^ have 
neither fcrupled nor blufhed to put the ^ Monk" into the bands 
cif their wives and daughters, without the leaft apprehenfion 
fif any pofiible harm to accrue from it. 

Hitherto, it Is to be obfcrved, I have been fpeaking of the 
^ Monk '* as it ftands in the firft edition that was printed. In 
compliance with the general opinion, Mr. Lewis has in a late 
edition omitted the exceptionable paiTages, and facrificed his 
own judgment at the flirine of Public Tafie. This edition 
therefore is cbafter in expreffion, znAfalfe delicacy perhaps will 
applaud the correftions that have been ihade : yet even in this 
modified ftate the Author of the " Purfuits of Literature " has 
reiterated hisobjeftions to it ; and although in its former con* 
dition they were confined to certain paffages, he now finds 
out that the tenor of the whole is reprehenfible, notwithftanding 
lus former afiertion that the work as a compofition would re«> 
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ceive great advantage from the omiflion of thofe paiTages ia 
another edition. 

There is a ftory to be met with in the Turkifli Tales, which 
in the outlines of the plan refembles extremely the Romance 
of the " Monk/' and from which indeed Mr. Lewis acknow- 
ledges to have borrowed fome of the ideas in his work : — ^as it 
is not very long, I (hall give it here :— i 

Thi Hiftory of the Santon Barfifa. 

There was formerly a Santon, named Barfifa, who for the 
(pace of an hundred years very fervently applied himfelf to 
prayer, and fcarce ever went out of the grotto in which he 
refided for fear of expofing himfelf to the danger of offending 
God. He fafted in the day-time, and he watched in the night. 
All the inhabitants of the country had fuch a great veneration 
for him, and fo highly valued his prayers, that they commonly 
applied to him when they had any favour to beg of Heaven. 
When he made vows for the health of a fick perfon^ the pa- 
tient was immediately cured. 

It happened that the daughter of the king of that country 
fell into a dangerous diftemper, the caufe of which the phyfi- 
cians in vain attempted to difcover, and continued prefcribing 
remedies which, fo far from curing, only augmented the dif- 
eafe. In the mean time the king was inconfolable for his 
daughter, whom he paffionately loved. Wherefore, one day, 
when he found all other afliftance in vain, he declared it as 
his opinion, that the princefs ought to be fent to the Santon 
Barfifa to try what eiFed his prayers would have upon her. 

All the beys applauded this refolution of the king, and ac- 
cordingly his officers conduced the princefs to the Santon, 
whO| notwithftanding his fro^^n age, could not behold fuch a 
beauty without being fenfibly moved. He gazed on her with 
pleafure; as^^the devil, taking this opportunity, whifpered in 
his car thus : *^ O Santon ! do not let fuch a fortunate oppor- 
tunity pafs away. Tell the king's fervants that it is requifite 
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for the prtrtcefs td pafs this night in the grotto, to fee wh<^ 
ther it will pleafe God to cure her ; that you will put up 
your prayers for her, and that they need only come and fetch 
her to-morrow.'* 

How weak is man !— the Santon followed the deril^s advice^ 
»nd did what he fuggefted to him. But the officers, before 
they would yield to his requeft and leave the princefs, fenC 
. one of their number to know the king's pleafure. That 
monarch, who had an entire confidence in Barfifa, did not in 
the le^ft fcruple to truft his daughter with him-— *<I confent," 
faid he, *' that (he ftay with that holy man, and that be keep 
her as. long as he pleafes : I am wholly fatisfied on that head.'* 

When the officers had received this anfwer firom the king, 
they all retired, and the princefs remained alone with the faer« 
mit. Night being come, the devil preiented himfelf to the 
Santon, faying, ** Canft thou let flip fo favourable an o|^rtu- 
nity with fo charming a creature ? Fear not her telling of 
the violence you offer herj if (he were even fo tndifcreet ai 
to reveal it, who will believe her ? The court, the city, and 
all the world are too much prepofFeFed in your favour, to 
give any credit to fuch a report. You may do any thing un- 
punifhed, when armed by the great reputation for t^nStity 
which you have acquired.'* The unfortunate Barfi& was fo 
weak as to hearken to the enemy of mankind. He appf oacbed 
the princefs, took her into his arms, and in a moment can- 
celled a virtue of an hundred years duration. 

He had nofooner perpetrated his crime, than he was haunted 
with a thoufand avenging horrors. He thus accofts the devil : 
«* O wretch ! 'tis thou which haft dcftroycd me 1 thou haft cn- 
tompaflfed me for a whole age, and endeavoured to feduce me ; 
and now at laft thou haft gained thy end."— « O Santon," an- 
fwercd the devil, " do not reproach me with the pleafure thou 
haft enjoyed. Thou mayeft repent :— but what is unhappy for 
thee is that the princefs will become pregnant, and tijy fin will 
be made public : thou wilt become the Iaughing*ftock of thofe 
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who admire and reverence thee at prefent, and the kiag will 
put thee to an ignominious death/' 

Barfifa, terrified by this difcourfe, fays to the devil, ** What 
(hall I do to prevent my (hame being made public ?" — *^ To 
hinder the knowledge of your crime, you ought to commit a 
frefh one," anfwered the devil : <' kill the princefs i bury her at 
the corner of the grotto ; and when the king's officers coma 
to*morrow, tell them you have cured her, and that ihe went 
from the grotto very early in the morning.*' 

The hermit, abandoned by God, purfuant to this advice 
killed the princefs> buried her in a corner of the grotto, and ^ 
the next day told the officers what the devil bid him fay. 
They made diligent enquiry after the king's daughter ; but 
t>eing unable to hear any thing of her, defpaired of finding her 
again i when the devil told them that all their fearch for the 
princefs was in vain, and, relating what had pafled between 
her and the Santon, defcribed to them the place where (he 
was interred. The officers immediately went to the grotto^ 
feized Barfifa, and found the body of the princefs in the very 
^t to which the devil had dire£l;ed them ; whereupon they 
took up the corpfe, and carried that and the Santon to the 
palace. 

When the king faw his daughter dead, and was informed 
of the whole event, he broke out into tears and bitter lamenta* 
tions i and, aflfembling the dodiors, he laid the Santon's crime 
before them, and afked their advice how he fhould be pu« 
nifhed. All the docSbors condemned him to death ; upon which 
the king ordered him to be hanged. Accordingly a gibbet 
was ere£led : the hermit went up the ladder ; and when he 
was on the point" of being turned oflF, the devil whifpered 
thefe words in his ear : " O Santon ! if you will worlhip me, I 
will extricate you out of this difficulty, and tranfport you two 
thoufand leagues from hence into a country where you (hall 
be reverenced by men as much as you were before this adven- 
ture."—" I am content," >(ays Barfifa : « deliver me, and 1 will 
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worfliip thee."—" Give mc firft a fign of adoration,** replies 
the devil : whereupon the Santon bowed his head, and faidj ** I 
give myfclf to you." The devil then raifing his voice, faid, 
^ O Barfifa ! I am fatisfied s I have obtained what I defired :" 
and with thefe words» fpitting in his face, he difappeared, and 
the deluded Santon was hanged* 

The ftrong rcfemblance between this fiory and the " Monk*' 
will be immediately perceptible to every reader; and yet hear 
in what terms the Guardian^ whofe love of morality, of decency, 
and of religion, will be allowed at leaft equal to that of the Au- 
thor of the " Purfuits of Literature,*' fpeaks of this very hif- 
tory : " This ihort tale," he fays, « gave me a great many feri- 
<^ ous refiedions. The very fame fable may fall into the hands 
<^ of a great many men of wit and pleafure, who, *tis probable, 
<' will read it with their ufual levity ; but fince it may as pro- 
^ bably divert and inftruSf a great many perfohs of plain and 
^ virtuous minds, I fliall make no fcruple of making it the 
** entertainment of this day*8 paper. The moral to be drawn 
^^ from it is entirely Chriftian^ and is fo very obvious that I 
« fliall leave to every reader the pleafure of picking it out for 
^ himfelf." 

I fliall difmifs this fubje<Sl; now by declaring, as I have al- 
ready done, that it is not my intention to defend a licentious 
and immoral book, or vindicate a blafphemous one. " All 
** heedlefs of proud faftiion*s fneer," I have ventured to give 
my reafons for conceiving the '* Mor.k" to be neither the 
one nor the other. I lay, however, no greater claim to in- 
fallibility of opinion than any other. I may be wrong ; and 
if fo, I fliall always be open to conviction when 1 am made 
fenfible of it ; but at leaft I hope, if I am wrong, I fliall have 
credit for an error in judgment folely. Whether or not my 
arguments on this fubjeft will appear equally fatisfaftory to 
others as they are to myfelf, is more than I can pretend to 
form an opinion about : fuch as they are I have openly flated 
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liitm ; but I cannot help repeating, that I think Mr. Lewis has 
been unfairly dealt with in the attack made upon him by the 
Author of the '^ Purfuits of Literature," which is not only uik* 
juft and ungenerous, but ungentlemahly to the laft degree. 

Tliere are various other paflages in the <^ Purfuits of LU 
*< terature*' that are open to equal cenfure, were I difpofed 
to go into them* The few which I have fele^d are, I thinks 
fufficient to eftablifli my former alTertion, that the cSEcSt and 
affigned intendon of die work do but ill accord together. To 
(ay that it is devoid of all merit, would be unjuft in the ex* 
treme. I have not faid fo. I muft and do give the Author 
credit for a great (hare of ability and learning, and I refpeft 
not mdre the extent of his knowledge and the depth of his 
daffical reiearches, than I am at times delighted with his 
wit and pleafantry -, for that he i$ not devoid of either I muft 
contend, although his attempt at the former is too often at- 
tended with low buffoonery, as well as the want of the latter 
fijpplied with vulgar jokes, fiut his work is mixed with too 
large a portion of alloy, which cafts a fombre (hade over the 
real merit of it; and the few pafiages deferving of applaufe 
are loft in the mafs of abufe, fcurrility, egotifm, pedantry, 
ill-nature, and egregious mifreprefentation, by which they are 
furrounded. Notwithftanding his conviction of the tendency 
of his Poem to promote the public welfare, I cannot acquiefce 
with him in that opinion ; nor can I fee how either the lite- 
rature, the laws, the religion, the government, or the good 
manners of the country are to derive any poffible advantage 
from a work whofe fole objed Teems to be to ridicule and 
depreciate genius and learning of every denomination, and 
to lower the profeflbrs of them in the public efteem. 

However fevere thefe criticlfms, or any of them, may ap« 
pear, yet I truft that on examination they will be found juft 
and corrcft ; at leaft they lay claim to the moft perfe£i: 
difintereftednefs. I hope alfo I may add, in the words of 
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Wfao the Author of the «« Purfiiits of Litexature " may be, I 
Aall not attempt to conjeAure. I write this opinion irf" his 
work, whoever he is ; but I do not defire to know the man. 

In the introduftory epiftie to a friend, prefixed to the laft 
e^km of his work> be complains that he is reprefented as 
hasf'mg threatened anj perfon who makes inquiry after him or 
kis name. It was not his intention fo to do, be tells us, Y/hea 
fte made ufe of the foitowing expreffion^ ^ it wiU it more than 
^fotkUJk U be very inquifitive** He has explained this, I al^ 
iow ; and I give him due credit for the ingenuity of his eis- 
'l^natton. But I wtlh he would alio explain what he means 
\fj t&is paflage^ wherein he fays, ^ I difiiiade every perfoa 
^ fromCtppant and random application of any fuppoied name; 
**^ it is as unjuft, as it is abfurd. Flehit et infignis iota canti^ 
^ Ktur urh^ was faid of <dd. I do not fay this ; but I recom*- 
^mend to every Gendemanand Lady of eminent fagacic^ 
^ and curiofity to remember, that there is a dm^knefs wbieb mof 
^ he felt:* Perhaps he will alfo deny that this is a threat. If 
lb, I only aflc what he calls it ? Be that as it may, he is per- 
ie£tly fecurc from my conje£fcures or inquiries after him ; and 
'Ms admonitions or threats on that point are equally needlefs. 
Indeed I am much difpofed to agree with him in his afTertion, 
«* that neither his name, nor his fituation in life, will ever be 
«* revealed ;'* for fuch as have the meannefs to do roifcbiefs in 
the dark, have feldom the courage to juftify them in the face 
cf dayf- 

He might therefore as well have fpared himfelf the repeated 
proteftations of fecrecy which he makes upon this fubjecl* 
He would not have been fufpefted of imitating the example 
of Nifus, and publicly avowing, 

^ Me, me ; adfum qui feci ; in me convcrtite ferrum^ 

** O Rutuli 1 mea fraus omnis — ^*' % 

• Xen. dc Cyri Inftit. 1. ii. p. 97. ed. Hutch, oft. 

t Pope's Letters. % Virg, ^En. 1. ix. v. 427. 
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His CDlerprife h certainly of an ^ haeafdout imtere,^ 
Tutius eft fiais igitur contendere vcrbis--^and, as fin- as de^ 
pends upon bis preferving tt a fecrel^ wHly there is no «kiubt^ 
ever remain one $ though I differ in opinion with him ta to 
his being too infigniiicant to expc€t any cctninent on hit 
Own writings but from his own pern So for from it, { think 
there are many paflages deferving of much conVment j and, if 
his name were known, I (hould not even be furprifed to hear 
that that moft weighty and if reftftiUe of all argmnemsy tb'6 
^srgurrieiUum baculinutfi, had, amongft others, been made ufe ^ 
for that purpofe. . . 

- It is not improbable that fbme enquiry alfo may be msitt hf 
the Author of the ** Purfuits of Literature/* in hit ttirn^ 
who I am. But I Ihall ufe no threats to intimidate him : 
my advice, however, is, ♦* Fuge qu^rere !" for it will be 
in vain — Stat nominis umbra. I might add, and^ I thlnkp 
without incurring the imputation of vanity, haud fum male 
notus. At prefent I ihall avail myfelf of the example 
which he has fet me, " ire per excubias et fe committcre 
** nofti,'* It is the fafeft way to encounter an anonymous at 
faifin in the dark, and foil him, if it is pradicable, with his 
own weapons, kevrov iolq fis>xica-t idfiiiiw. I ihall remain^ 
therefore, invifible and unknown, that the conteft may not 
be too unequal : but I make no promife*that my name fhall 
never be revealed. 

After the example of Horace and Ovid, who have been ac« 
cufed of no fmall portion 6{ y^tnitf for the manner in which 
they have each of them fung the praifes of their refpeftive 
works, in the " Exegi Monumentum^^ of the one, and the 
" Jamque opus exegi " of the other ; fo the Author 'of the 
« Purfuits of Literature,** with an equal ihare of confidence, 
though I cannot fay with equal elegance of ftyle, has cele- 
brated the praifes and perpetuity of his own produ^on. 
From this fpecimen of his predi£lion I am not tnuch difpoled 
to place any belief in his ability for vaticination* I cannot 
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hj of him in this inflanee, «^ rh oAop iC^txtp ; and diopgli s 
Poet and a Prophet might formerly be fynonimous termS) be 
bas given me good reafon to doubt their being/o now. Wiiat 
c^inion another, age will form of his work I will not under- 
take to lay : I am by no means convinced it Mnll ever travel 
fi> long a journey ; for I cannot help thinking that, when 
every perfonal motive is expired which now renders it an 
objeA of intereft to the Public, it will ftand in need of a 
^ <armen ftcequiald" to be pronounced over its manes : and if 
hereafter pofterity are to derive the only knowledge of '< how 
^ we wrote and thought in diis age, and condufbd ourfelvcs^'' 
from no other channel than this Poem, I much fear they will 
nmain totally ignorant on chat fubjed. 
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nPHE author has given a quotation from the Apology 
of Athenagoras in his title-page, which proTes two 
things of fome confequence : firft, that he quotes from me- 
mory ; and next, that he does not underiland Greek ; for 
he has forgotten two words in the original, which are in the 
accufative cafe, and given two hy memory, which are in the 
dative : rots tiMts Xayots cv/yet/o-dsre, inftead of rm Caa-iXixn 
xe^aXny mnv^xrt. It is moreover to be wiflied, that the 
author had thoroughly read this treatife, and imbibed fome 
of the mildnefs of its fpirit : it is the mod candid, mo- 
derate, and intelligible, of all the apologies for Chriftiaiutyy 
Und of all the writings of the Fathers. 
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^ VERSE to formal JeJtcattons and long prefaces^ I will 
not trefpafs on my reader* s patience with eiiber ; and I 
have but one acknowledgment to make to my learned friends : 
To the Rev. Hugh Molfesy late Majler of the Free Grammar- 
School at Newcaftle-upon-Tynei and late ReSor of Gray/locky 
in Cumberland^ I am indebted for what I efleem my greateft 
happinefs ; from him I firfl Imhlhed the love of learning ; to 
hlm^ therefore^ I dedicate the firfl fruits of my claffical fludles : 
for mne years of my llfcy I found In him all that * ^InQlUan 
requires of a fchoolmqfler^ and many others have done the fame. 
«— / am happy to have this opportunity of paying a tribute of 
refpeQ and gratitude to an excellent^ but negle3ed many for all 
that I owe him : If he does not now enjoy the reward of his 
merits f thejbame is with thofe who have never given hlm^ but 
mofi with thofe who have indlreSly deprived him of prefer- 
ment : yet he Is rich and happy : his happinefs Is In his own 
confclencci and his riches are his good works ; thefe no man 
can take from him, Tho' he Is now In a ripe old age^ may 
he yet fee many years of honour and of comfort. 

Sic omni deteftus pedlora nube 
Finem Neftoriae precor egrediare fenedlae.^ 

Statlus SyL i — 3. 
* Lib. 2. c. iv. 



EXAMINATION, 



To attempt to examine the whole of a 
work, which embraces fuch a variety of 
fubjeiSs as the Pursuits of Literature^ 
smght feem a ra(h and hardy undertaking, 
were I not fatisfied that many of them^are 
treated fo fuperfidally as to require no great 
depth of reading, to expofe to contempt the 
arrogance of an author who attempts to 
guide the public tafte, where he feems fo 
little qualified to decide : but before I enter 
into a particular difcuflion of the merits of 
the work^ let me not omit to exprefs my in- 
dignation, with all the force I am mafter of, 
to reprobate the dark, infidious, cowardly 
policy of dabbing in the dark, thofe whom 
he dares not face in open day. He pretends 
to be the advocate, the defender, the fup- 
porter of every thing that is noble and gener-- 
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ous, of every thing that is Britifli, of every 
thing that is worth preferving in our national 
conftitution and character ; and he difgraces 
them both, by a condudt worthy only of a 
ficaripus Italian, without either courage or 
honefty. Does he imagine that any man re- 
gards the reproofs of an anonymous cenfor, 
who (hews no title to his oflEce, either from 
his charad:er or his former exertions ? Let 
him look to the great fatirifts of former times, 
and fee how they aded, as he is fond of the 
authority of the claiScs : they publicly flood 
forward to attack vice and folly, defended by 
the. triple armour of their own innocence ; 
and whenever they came forth to the charge, 
they fpread terror in the ranks of their ene- 
mies : they were always dreaded, becaufe 
they were known : had Horace, Juvenal, or 
Pope, concealed their names, their writings 
could never have outlived themfelves ; after a 
little temporary popularity, they muft have 
funk, where the author of the Purfuits of 
Literature is finking, into namelefs oblivion : 
but now they and their authors live together; 
we admire them for the fake of each other ; 
the men, becaufe they had the courage to 
avow them j and the works, becaufe they re- 
quired 
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quired it. But however our author may 
flatter his own vanity, his fatire carries very 
little weight with it : many people read, but 
few regard him. Does he think that the 
efficacy of his book will be loft, if his name 
were known, and that his only chance to be 
attended to is to fneak under the fame of an- 
other? or does he fear the perfonal confe- 
quences of his many perfonal attacks ? If fo, 
literature and morality will not be much be- 
nefited by a champion who dares not defend 
them openly, as they have a right to. be de- 
fended. The book, it is true, has gone 
through eight editions ; an extraordinary 
number for a work which is partly literary, 
and dragged down too by fuch a dead weight 
of quotations : but its refiftance to thefe dif^ 
advantages is in a great meafure owing to the 
political matter it contains, and the number 
of individuals it attacks ; for fome people 
have a great defire to fee what is faid of 
them in print; and others are not lefs de- 
firous to fee what is faid of their acquaint- 
ance, particularly if it is ill-natured : but let 
not the author be proud of this circum- 
ftance ; for it is no more a proof of public 
approbation, than the crowds that attend 
A 5if many 
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many public fights * are a proof that they are 
liked : there is a great difference betweea 
liking, and liking to fee. Should it be afked, 
why I (who am not even alluded to in the 
book) ftand forward the champion of other 
people ? I will anfwer, it is not the men, 
but the principles which are attacked, that 
I am anxious to defend : if others have not 
thought the author worthy of an anfwer, I 
have ; not becaufe he has the talent to be 
dangerous, but becaufe he has the power to 
inifreprefent ; not becaufe he is vigorous, 
but becaufe he is venomous ; not becaufe he 
is admired, but becaufe he is read, and read 
tpo by many who cannot fee faults without 
having them pointed out. With fuch inten- 
tions I have ventured to come forward to a 
conteft, in which I truft to be in fome meafure 
equal to my antagonift ; not becaufe I am 
a David, but becaufe he is no Goliah. I have 
judged that the befl: method of (hewing the 
book in its true light, is to examine it piece 
by piece : it is the longeft, but it is the faireft ;. 
and if I (hould prove, as I truft to do, that 
the author's egotifm and vanity are every 
where evident ; that his flile is poetical and 

affeded ; 
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afieded ; that he is declamatory, and deftitute 
of argument ; that neither his quotations, nor 
his applications of them, are juft and honeft ; 
that he has not read many of the works which 
he cenfures ; that his judgments of books and 
men are not impartial, but dire£ted by his 
political prejudices and his private diflikes $ 
that his feiitiments on politics and religioa 
are illiberal and higoted ; and that he is every 
where peevifli, pedantic, and malignant ; that 
under pretence of love for our Englifli con- 
ftitution, he preaches up defpotifm, wliich is 
the only government he heartily admires; if I 
fliould prove all, or even part of this, I truft I 
have done a little towards (baking his charac- 
ter with the public, and contributed my (hare 
to free them from the imperious tyranny of a 
literary diftator. An advertifement prefix- 
ed to the eighth edition contains fome ac- 
knowledgement of the author's errors ; and 
if he goes on with thefe confeffions, he will 
at laft obtain fome degree of credit. 

" Yet I am ftill of opinion, that no man of 
^* candour and refledion could wi(h to fee 
any miftakes continued without corredion^^ 
or the various parts of it again prefented to 
the public, without improvements and ad- 
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^ ditions to the poetry and notes, as cir-« 
^^ cumftances arofe to prompt or to require 
^' them." This is a proof that much needs 
to be, but not that much has been, amended. 
Let me afk the author, en paffant^ if it is 
permitted, by the rules of punctuation, to be- 
gin one fentence with a capital letter before 
another is finiflied ? 

" It will be feen, however, that, by omif« 
^^ fions and alterations, I have exprefTed a li- 
^^ beral concern for my unintentional miftakes, 
*' with the fpirlt and breeding of a gentle- 
** man," There are other things required 
of a gentleman, which he has not done, 
while he has done thofe things which he 
ought not to have done : he has yet much 
ill breeding to atone for. Such is our 
author's luft for quotation, that it is as 
impoflible for him to write a page without 
it, as for a hardened fnuff-taker to be ten 
minutes without a pinch. Let me advife 
him, however, always to flick to the text, and 
not, when a paflage makes diredly againfl 
him, attempt to turn it his own way, as he 
has down the following from Johnfon's De- 
bates : " The heat which has offended them 
*^ is the ardour pf conyi^ion, and that zeal 

" for 
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•* for the fervice of my country, which 
" neither hope nor fear fhall influence me to 
" fupprefs. I will not fit unconcerned when 
" (public) liberty is threatened or in- 
*' vaded, nor look in filence upon (intended) 
" Public Robbery. I will exert my en- 
" deavours, at whatever hazard, to drag the 
*' aggreflbrs to juftice, whoever may protect 

^^ tbem^ AND WHOEVER MAY .(ULTIMATE- 

" ly) partake of the (national) 
" , PLUNDER." Here, by the help of one al- 
teration, three infertions, and two omiffions, 
he has twilled the paffage, or, as he calls 
it, applied the fpirit of it to his purpofe.-— 
This is a new mode of quotation, which, if 
generally adopted, will be ten times more 
dangerous than the ravages of criticlfm, for 
that feldom extends beyond a word at a time, 
but this will in the end pervert the fentiments 
of an author fo completely, that he may be 
made to fpeak any man's opinions but his 
own ; nay, even the moft oppofite. — I intend 
to do the author a favour which he has no 
right to €xpe£i:, but as it is meant for the pub- 
lic, and not for him, I do not aik his thanks : 
as his quotations are in general very loofe, 
fome without references, feme with refer- 
ences 
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iiticci very infufficient, t will fupply them a^ 
far as they are to be fupplied ; for many, I 
fufpe£t, are of his own making, as he feems 
fonder of Latin and Greek than his own Ian* 
guage : I will at the fame time point out their 
errors. 

• " A/« Evfi9(A.lds iy ^v^mykUsJ^ z Cor. vi. vet. 8* III 

the motto to the introdudtory letter he has 
given a long quotation from TaflTo, which, as 
it (lands, appears to have been taken regularly 
from the Poet, without any other words in- 
tervening ; but it is not fo, there are np.lefs 
than two whole fianzas between them : thii 
licence may be permitted, when, as in this 
cafe, the meaning is not altered ; but in other 
cafes, of which I will give many inftances, it 
is dangerous^becaufe an author may be mada 
to fay what he certainly never intended ; but 
though the meaning is evident, the force of 
its application is not fo eafily feen, unlefs the 
author wifhes it to be underftood that he has 
any thing to do with the powers of the 
lower regions, to whom the words of the 
magician are addreffed- In the three firft 
paragraphs of the introduftory letter he 
idems to glory in his fhame, when he exults 
in the impoflibility of finding him out : in 

fpite 
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fpite of all that he may fay to the contrvy^ 
I am of opinion that it is not the work of one 
man: his word will go for nothing, bccaufe 
no man can tell whofe word it is* He has 
only one method of difproving conjedlures ; 
till he adopts that, every man's conjecture will 
have the weight it feems to deferve. If I atn 
not miftaken, I am juftified in applying the 
words of Martial to one of the perfons con- 
cerned — ; 

' ■ Fadih efl Epigrammata belle 
' Striberey fed Llbrum fcrtbere difficile eji. 

Lib. 7. Ep. 84. ad Sabellum vanum Poetam. 

I might add too, that it is eafier to make 
fpeeches — the doctor underftands me. 

*' I always thought with Junius, that a 
" printed paper receives very little confider-^ 
" ation from the moft refpeflable fignature ; 
" but I would not be underftood to infinuate, 
" with that great and confummate writer, 
" that my name would carry any weight 
** with it/' Our author feems here to mif- 
take the queftion ; it is not whether a book 
is of more or lefs value with or without a 
name, but whether it is honeft for any man 
to conceal his name from thofe whom he 
attacks. The authority of one anonymous 
writer can oever juftify another* 

B " Criticifms 
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^* Criticifms and difTenting conjectured on 
" the fubjeft are alike the objeft of my in- 
" efFable contempt. More fagacity muft be 
" exerted than the Jrdelhs of the day are 
" matters of, who are fo kind as to think of 
** me, who moft certainly never think of 
*^ them. It is however my refolution, that 
** not one of thefe idle conjectures (hall ever 
•* be extended to you. * ^^id de me alii loquan^ 
" /«r, ipji videant ; fed'hquentur iamen.^* It is 
*• a voice ; nothing more. Prudence indeed 
** fuggefts a caution which I unwillingly 
" adopt, and reftrains the eagernefs I feel for 
*^ the difplay of your virtues and of your ta- 
^^ lents. But thofe virtues muft at prefent be 
•* left to the teftimony of your own con- 
^' fcience ; and your talents within thofe 
•* limits of exertion, in which an undifcern- 
^^ ing fpirit has too long fuflfered them to be 
** confined. The bird of day however al- 
" ways looks to the fun/'—- By diffenting 
conjectures, does he mean conjectures of the 
Diffenters ? I fuppofe not ; though from the 
contempt he exprefles, I might think he did* 
If he means conjectures differing from each 
other, he fhould have faid difcordant conjee-* 

tures : 

♦ Cic. Soma. Scip. S«a. 7. 
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turcs : to diffent, means to dificr from any 
finglc opinion as a.ftandard to others. Why 
did he write ardelios with a capital letter i 
and why did he not tranflate it into bufy bodies, 
among his other tranflations ? for it is as little 
intelligible to thofe who do not underftand 
latin, as any other latin word ; and it is not 
every body that has read Martial, or remem- 
bers Phaedrus : if he never thinks of thefe 
curious people, why talk of them, if his vani- 
ty is not a little gratified by exciting curiofity ? 
and yet even his friend he is dcfirous (hould be 
talked of; for to keep a thing a fecret is rather 
an odd way to prevent copjedures : but why 
not let the gentleman difplay his own talents, 
if he likes it ? and if does not, why not let 
him alone ? by the bird of day, I fuppofe he 
means the owl, or bird of night, like lucus a 
non* lucendo ; for there is no other bird that 
refembles our author and his companion in 
darknefs. If he wifties completely to punifli 
him for not publi(hing his works, he need 
only ufe the revenge of Aufonius, and tell him, 

^i fua non edit carmina^ noftra legat, — Epig. 34. 

If he will not publifh his own works, let him read mine, 

Jn the quotation from Qcero, he has fub- 
5 2 ftituted 
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ftituted the word me for /<?— a flight differ- 
ence, but proper to be remarked, that it may 
be feen where he has quoted an author lite- 
rally, and where he has only adapted him. 

** And when I have commanded a liJence 
•* within my own breaft, I thin!: a ftill fmall 
♦' voice may whifper thofe gratulations, from 
*' which an honeft man may beft derive com- 
** fort from the paft, and motives for the fu- 
" ture adion." The (ilence is not within his 
own breaft, for there the matter is known, 
but to the world. The words ' ftill fmall 
voice' are not marked as a quotation, though 
they are taken from i Kings xix. ver. 1 2. 

Before he claims the character of an honeft 
xnan, let him refle£b whether any thing can be 
honeft which (huns the light ; and as to his 
comfort, I do not envy him, — the comfort of 
having made mifchief and quarrels. 

" The wayward nature of the time, and 
** the paramount neceffity of fecuring to this 
** kingdom her political and religious exift- 
" ence, and the fights of fociety, have urged 
*' and ftimulated me, as you well know, to 
** offer this endeavour to preferve them, by a 
" folemn, laborious, and difinterefted appeal 
** to my countrymen.'*— The political exift- 

ence 
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cnce of a nation, fignifies her exiftence as a 
political eftabliflimcnt of men living together 
in civil fociety, but they may exift as a nation 
without a religious eftablifhment ; therefore 
the expreffion is faulty, it is inappropriate ; 
the rights of fociety do not depend upon 
any form of government : the Poles are the 
only people who have loft their political ex- 
iftence as a nation during the prefent conteft. 
That his appeal is folemn, no one vfiW deny ; 
that it is laborious, appears from his manner 
of writing ; but that it is difmterefted, we 
have no evidence, 

** Vita eft avidus^ quifquis non vult^ mund$ 
** fecum pereunte\ moru^ — This is one of the 
quotations to which our author has left me 
to fupply the reference ; it is taken from the 
chorus to the fourth act of Seneca's tragedy 
of Thyeftes. 

" Yet I fee, with forrow and fear, the po- 
^' litical conftitutions of Europe falling a- 
** round us, or crumbling into duft, under the 
** tyrannical Republic of France." — In moft 
quarrels which laft a long time, the original 
ground of difpute is apt to be forgotten ; fo 
it is in the prefent conteft : the French have 
forgot that they were urged to the war in 

defence 
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defence of their liberty ; and the coalition 
on the continent has forgot that they under- 
took it for the defence of defpotifm. — Let 
the author remember the original motive of 
the war, and he will fee why the political 
conftitutions of Europe are crumbling to duft, 
day by day. 

" She has indeed terminated in the change 
** or overthrow of each of them, but of ibis 
•* kingdom^ — Does our author mean to fay, 
that we have experienced no change fince the 
commencement of the war ? he will doubtlefs 
fay it is for the better, and I (hould be forry 
to differ from him on fo nice a point. * Each' 
16 an improper word, it (hould be all ; each 
means either of two in profe. 

" Frenchmen were always brutal, when un- 
*' reftrained." So will all nations, who have 
been long reftrained ; for the natural fuccef- 
for of defpotifm is anarchy. Let me here 
alk the author, whether it is more confonant 
to the fpirit of chriftianity to lament and en- 
deavour to foften ; or to exult in, and enflame 
national antipathies ? Philofophy weeps over, 
and wifties to alleviate the miferies of man- 
kind ; and is chriftianity Icfs mild, Icfs gen- 
tle and benevolent ? 

Our 
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Our author's ftile is a tiflue of quotations 
in the next fentence. The whole of this 
metaphor is borrowed from Jeremiah v. 8. 
and is highly poetical, both in language and 
idea ; for the prophets, we all have heard^ 
were poets. 

" An.d when their cruelty is at laft wearied 
^^ out and exhaufted, and demands a paufe^ 
" they call it clemency." Here we have 
* and' beginning a fentence again ; which^ 
though juftified by many examples, is cer- 
tainly improper ; for a word, whofe only 
ufe is to connect a fentence, ought never to 
begin one. The fentiment here is borrowed 
from Tacitus's Life of Agricola, fed:. 30.— 
Ubifolitudinemfecefunt pacem appellanU 

** France had been long looking for that 
** which her philofophers had taught her to 
" term, the parallelism of the sword ; 
** and (he has found it. That fword has in- 
" deed fwept down not only every royal 
*' creft, but every head which raifed itfelf 
" above the plain of their equality." In which 
of the French philofophers our author has 
found the * parallelifm of the fword' recom- 
mended, I will thank him to point out to 
me J I have not yet read him. As to their 

equality, 
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equality, I am afraid he does n6t comf^re- 
hend it: it is not equality of riches or of 
poverty, — but equality of rights, fecured by 
equality of reprefentation ; and while that 
principle is preferyed as the fundamental ar- 
ticle of their written conftitution, and called 
into adion once in every year. Frenchmen 
cannot long be flaves, but by their own con-* 
fent ; and though they have given their exe- 
cutive government great ftrength to cruCh 
internal factions and condudt external war, 
yet the people have not furrendered their 
power for ever ; it is ftill within their reach, 
and after a peace will be foon reclaimed.— 
Their affairs are now in a critical ftate, yet 
I will apply to their famous Republic jhefe 
words, from Racine s Mithridate. 

Plus U eft malheureuxf plus U eft redouiable* 

Ad. i. Scene 5. 

* My fentence is for open war/ So fpake 
the bloody Moloch ; for the illuftration of 
whofe charadler^ I refer my readers to the 
note on Milton's Paradife Loft, book ii. 1. 43. 
to try if they can find any refemblance to that 
of our author, when he fpeaks of war.—* 
Whatever may be his opinion, there are 
others who think we fhould have been fafer 

if 
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if the txperimeqt of p?ace h^d been tried, al- 
Ipwing both fides to have been doubtful : m 
(Dy opinion no man is ^ qhriftian who will 
not facrifice every thing to peac^ ; fuch is 
the literal acceptation of chri|\iai1ity. 

" Among the b^nds and affopi^ted ener- 
" gies pf England I alfo, ip niy degree ?knd 
** very limited capacity, will ftrugglc fpr the 
" principle of h^r lifp/'-r-rmT his affefted 
phrafeology is derived from a newfpaper 
called The World^ which fome years 4gQ in- 
fe(£kpd our language vfith new and awkward 
combinations of words ; but this is not pur 
«i|thpr's only mpdd, he has looked up tp 
Ji}Hiug,^r— bm greatly has he fi^iled. 

*^ I fepl, in qon^raon with the wife and rer 
*^ fleiiling, that the conftitution of Greatr 
** Britain, even with its real or apparent 
" defefts, is worthy of continuance, and I 
" hope of perpetuity/' To confefs that our 
cpnilitution has real defeds is honed ; but to 
wi^h to perpetuate them is more than fqolifh, 
it is wicked. 

" Our anceftors in j688 once adopted the 

words of the aged patriarch, * We have 

" blefled it, yea, and it fliall be bleffed/ In 

" this one tefponfe, I truft we fhall all be 

c " ortho- 



cc 
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^ orthodox ; and with one heart stud voice 
^ condemn all the herefies of Gallic policy^ 
^^ in the words of the Alexandrian liturgy of 

*' old,— ^T«tf» atftfivf nmrakom fpiwTyotTju*'-^— The 

quotation is from Genefu xxvii. 33. but 
the blefling is worn out : whether we are 
orthodox in our bleffings or our curfes, is now 
of little confequence ; but it is well when we 
difguife the vulgarity of the latter in Alexan- 
drian or any other Greek; it ihews fome 
idea of (hame. 

*^ Government and Literature are now 
•* more than ever ihtimately connected."— 
Should our author mean to fay that every 
government ought to feel the force of liter- 
ature, I will agree with him ; but if he means 
that literature ought to feel the force of 
government, there we totally differ. I might 
enlarge on this fubjed, if I felt at liberty to 
exprefs my fentiments ; but the times of dif^ 
cuflion are paft, we muft now all think alike. 

^' I thought it juft and right to fet before 
*• them excellence oppofed to excellence, * 
^^ as well as error contrafted to error. In the 

" prefent 

♦ ** Kya^Hs ayaOois afrt^trx^tiv* Dion. Halicarn. ad Cnc. 
<* Pompcum de Platone Epift. p. 757. Sc6t. i. VoL 4. 
Ed. Rdike. J 777. 
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^ prefent change of manners, opinions, go- 
^' vernment,. and learning, you may remem* 
" ber I gave it as my opinion, in which, after 
** fome refledion, you concurred, that a va- 
■^ nation is now required in the mode of 
*' conducting fatirical writing. I mean, by 
•* calling in the reciprocal afliftance of poetry 
♦* and profe in the fame work, for the great 
^* end ; if it is defigned for general perufal, 
" and an extended application. I think this 
•^ work is the firft attempt of the kind, in the 
" fenfe which I propofe." — ^Does he mean 
to compare the dull malignity of his own 
work, with the lively, piercing, candid cri«* 
ticifm of Dionyifius f does he mean to fay 
that he has followed his good-natured ex- 
ample in {hewing the beauties of authors 
before their defeiSts ? every page of his book 
deftroys the pretence : I will (hew many 
inftances where he has fpoken only of the 
faults of a writer, without faying a word of 
his merits or his beauties. There is in 
this fentence the fame want of connec- 
tion with the reft, which is to be found in 
every page of his, work. In the quotation, 

Ayaflw ttya^oii amJcTa^e/v, thcrC is thc flight Varfa- 
, tion of ayTtfyr»lu9 for amfyro^w. Cotltrq/led tOy 

c 2 is 
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is not Englifh ; it fliould be, tontrdjiied ^tth^ 
good Mr Critic. For what caufe is it thai 
our author muft now v^ry the mode df fa- 
tiricil writing, which has been in ufe, with 
few exceptions, from the time of Kntilufe td 
thfe prefent day ? was the fatire of JuVehal 
ind R^rlius riot fufficient for the correftiori of 
Roman vices ? or, are burs grfeater ? 1 truft 
not ; the true caufe of the change is evident : 
our author had not room, rtbr power (enough 
in Verfe to indulge his private nialigriiiy in 
the detail of anecdote and flander : but in 
truth this is not entirely a new mode of fatire j 
the union of poetry and profeh as old as ihte 
times oiVarroy and revived by the authors of 
the Satire Menippee^ a cbarfe fatire agaihft 
the framers and adherents of the league 
formed in 1593, by the Guifes, againft thfe 
Proteftant party in France." To him this 
may be the only literary fupport left; but 
I truft we havQ yet men of fufficient geniiis 
to defend the caufe of virtue and morality, 
without tranfgreffing the bounds of legitimate 
fatire : but mark, — he wifhes his fatirf to be 
extenfively underftood, and then come two 
Greek lines for general perufal ; for the great 
endy is an odd expreffion, and fnaps off the 
fentence rather awkwardly. " I 
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^ I ktidW »bt whether I am miftaken, biit 
** as it appears to me^ the power of legitimate 
*• fatirc thus eStetidMj and ftrengthened with 
•* the rampart of proft^ and fully Uttd^rftoodi 
** is the beft, if riot the otily literary fuppott 
** left.", The ttiiAifterfe kugh at our author'* 
fortlfii^atibiiBi whidh are but aiote-heapis com-- 
pared With tjife rarrtpatts they have taifdd.* 

" I am fUre it catinot ht cOftftfUed Into ati 
" hired fiYvke'^ If he iis, it is more thatt anj^ 
body elfe can be : he is perpetually vauming 
hig own independence, his oWn Cbnfequence, 
and his own talents: it Was not thus that 
Junius amufed his readdrd ; he was Wifer i 
he knew that iio anonymouis writer can have 
credit for more than is evident, which are hia 
tatetlts ; thefefofe he left all the reft unfaid, 
but of thofe he had fome right to l?oaft* 

** It is as true iri our time, as in that of 
" Dryden, (I will give you his own words) 
*' that * the common libellers of the day, are 
" as free from the imputation of wit, as of 
" morality/ Satire had another tone and an- 

" other 

* This fimile fcems to fuit our author exadly : he 
works under ground like the mole, and has thrown' up 
a fiSw heaps of dirt, which are too trifling either for 
annoyance or defence. 
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^* Other charafter." This quotation from 
Dry dens Dedication of his Tranflations ofjuvenai 
and Perjius^ p. 164. ed. 1760. 4th vol. odlavo, 
is rather awkwardly introduced^ becaufe only 
the word libellers anfwers his purpofe: he 
means merely to fay, that fatire is no libel ; 
but the quotation fays much more, which he 
could not leave out. Jn the language of an 
appftle he fpeaks of the offjce of a fatiriji^-^ 
* Magnificabo apoflolatum meum^ Rom* ?^i. 13. 
Is not the ftile rather too high ? 

^' Learning is oftentation, cenfure is ma-? 
** lignity." The conftant and ill-judged ob* 
trufion of learning is oftentation ; and cenfure 
does proceed from malignity, when it is not 
impartially beftowed. 

" The authorifed inftruments of lawful 
*' war are lawful." This is what the logit 
cians call arguing in a circle : the war is 
lawful, becaufe the weapons are lawful, and 
the converfe, without proving either to be fo. 
Throughout the whole of this paffage, which 
is too long to infert, he is apprifed of the ob- 
jedion that all fatire is contrary to the let- 
ter and the fpirit of Chriftianity ; and he has 
not attempted to anfwer it, but artfully taken 
another pofition, and attempted to juftify it 

f^o^^ 
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from the authority of the community. Td 
the blefEng which is pronounced on thd 
tneekjhecanlay no claim, nor to that on the 
merciful, nor on the peace-makers, for nei- 
ther meeknefs, mercy, nor peace, are among 
his good qualities : but he is determined to be 
the means of enfuririg a blefling to others 
whom he has reviled^ and perfecuted, and 
fpoke air manner of pvil againft, faUeiy, for 
Chrift's fake ; which are all who differ from 
his own faith ; we have heard the judg-«- 
ment pronounced on him who calleth his 
brother a fool, and we have heard how many 
he has called both fools and rogues ; we 
are commanded to love our enemies j but he 
does hot even love his friends.* Judge not, 
that ye be not judged, Matt, vii i. cuts up 
all his fatire by the roots. — ' Thou hypocrite, 
firft caft the beam out of thine own eye ;' 
but I will purfue thefe charges no further ; 
they are Sufficient to condemn him with any 
one who takes the gofpel literally ; and who 
has authorifed us to give it another meaning? 
Jefus Chrift followed literally what he preach- 
ed to others; 

" Satire 

* Matt. V. 44. &f Note (^) Dial. 2d. 
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^ Satire never ean have eSed, without i 
** peffonal application." I agree with him 
that fatire lofes its effefl when not addrefled 
to individuals, for what is general no man will 
apply to his own charafter, if it is againft 
hiro ; but an author who names others, is 
bound by the laws of honour and honefty to 
give his own name : if he advances what is 
falfe, the law will puniih him ; if what he 
fenows to be true, he fhpuld he allowed to 
prove it ; then all is fair to both parties^ 

** U never has its full force, if the author 
•* of it is known or ftands forth ; for the 
" unworthinefs of any man lefleqs the 
" flrength of his objections. This is a full 
•* anfwer to thofe who require the name of 
•* a fatirieal poet^"— -If this is true, the 
fatlfifts of former times have done little 
good, and our author muft be the moft 
efficacious that has ever written ; but even 
his dogmatical ftile will not qonvioQe the 
public that they have not a right to know the 
name of every author ; and it is far from * 
full fatisfaiSipn to thofe who fuStf m injury, 
to be told it is for the public good that they 
Ihould not know from whom it comes ; to 
be both criminal and judge is rather too much 
at once. " But 
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** But i may afk with confideace, — Is 
" there, ia this work on the Purfuits of Li- 
" terature, any fentence or any fentimenti 
" by which the mind may be depraved, de- 
** graded, or corrupted ? Is there a principle 
*' of claffical criticifm in any part of it, which 
•* is not juft and defenfible by the greateft 
*' mailers of ancient and legitimate compofi- 
•* tion ?" I anfwer, that the whole tendency 
of his book is to deprave, degrade, and cor- 
rupt : to inculcate that men and ftates are no 
longer fubjeit to improvement, that moral 
and political information are at a (land, — is to 
prepare them for ages of darknefs and errori 
Human nature cannot ftand ftill : — Non pra^ 
gredi^ eji regredu The faults of his criticifma 
I will afterwards point out. 

" Is there any paflage which pandars to 
^* the vitiated tafte, or to the polluted affec- 
" tions and paffions of bad men ?" For his 
purity and his puerility, I recommend him 
to the readers of MartiaVs Cofconius: 

At tua^ Cofdonif venerandaqtie fan&aque veria, 

Ji pueris debent^ vlrginibufque leg'u Lib. iii* ch. 69* 

" Is there any idle, depreciating declama- 
*^ tion againft the real and folid advantages 

D " of 
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" of birtli, fortune, learning, wit, talents^ 
^^ and high ftation ?" But he has negleded 
to (hew what are the real and folid advan- 
tages of birth and fortune. 

" If they are inclined to indiSl any part of 
** my work as libelious^ it will be incumbent 
" on them to contradict the great fage of 
" the. law, * who declares, that In a CRIMI- 
" NAL PROSECUTION, the tendency which all 
•* libels have to create animofities and dijlurb the 
" publick peace y is THE whole which the law 
** conftdersr Since he has appealed to Black* 
ftone, by Blackftone he mufl: be tried ; and 
Blackftone will condemn him. Can any 
thing tend more to create animofities and 
difturb the public peace, than anonymous 
fatire extenfively applied, and extenfively 
difFufed ? Does not he, who feels that he is 
injured in his chara£ber or fame by an enemy 
in fecret, look with fufpicion and diftruft on 
every man he meets ? Is not the confidence 
of familiar intercourfe mortally wounded, 
when no man of any celebrity can feel at 
eafe in any company, left the man that fits 
next him fhould be the man that has de- 
famed him ? the fatirifts of old were known 

and 

* Blackftone's Comment, book 4.ch. ii. 
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and avoided by the vicious and the foolifli, 
who could cry out when they faw them, 
fanum hahet in cornu ;* but now even the 
virtuous are not fafe from the danger of 
being mifreprefented. Let the author boaft 
of his zeal and public fpirit, his love of the 
conftitution, his purity and benevolence, yet 
I will venture to affirm, that no Jacobin that 
ever wrote, has done fo much to injure pri- 
vate happinefs and difturb the peace of fo- 
ciety, than this zealous advocate of virtue 
and morality. — ^When he fpeaks of public 
books, he fhould not include the Priapus^ 
which was never publiftxed. 

" In this work, I have npt violated the 
^ precepts of Chriftianity, or the law of the 
" land J and till I have done both, or either^ 
" it is not in the power of any man to de- 
** grade my chara<9:er and reputation with 
" my country," That he has not violated 
the precepts of chriftianity is falfe ; for its 
great precept ' do unto others as you wifli 
them to do unto you* is violated by anony- 
mous flander j but as its language is not al- 
ways fo gentle, our Saviour's reproofs of the 
Pharifees are the model he has chofen for the 
D 2 ftile 

«* Horat. Sat. i. lib. 4. 1. 34. 
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ilile of his cenfure : with refped to the law 
of the land, it is not known how far a man 
may go without being deemed libelloug. 

^* If I haye drawn any fuppofed charac« 
^ tersy without a name €»r defignation, I have 
*^ done no more than Theophraftus or La 
^ Bruyere." He has done much more than 
thefe writers, for he has mentioned many 
individuals by name, and drawn charadlers 
of others whom he durft not name, which 
no one can poilibly miftake,* 

" The * fume fuperbian! f of a poet is 
^' feldom feverely examined. It is an ex^ 
*^ travaganza at moft, and underftood as 
" fuch/' But the * fume fuperbiam' of an 
anonymous writer is truly ridiculous ; it is 
an extravaganza, and laughed at as fuch. 

" I may add, that it would be diflScult to 
*' analyze one of the moft finiftied fatircs in 
" our language, I mean Pope's Two Dialo- 
" gues, or, as they are ftrangely called. The 
" Epilogue to the Satires." I do not fee 
why they are called the Epilogue^ more 
ilrangely, than the other dialogue is called 

the 

* Vide Note (o) to Dialogue 2d. and the Chara6tcr of 

Dr Morofophos. 

f Horat. Od, lib. iii, p. 30. v. 14. 
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die Prologue to the Satires j for prologue 
an epilogue are no more than introduftiort 
and conclufion of any performance. 

" I am reprefented as having threatened 
^ any petfon who makes enquiry after me 
** or my name." He has threatened : when 
he fays, to thofe who enquire after his name, 
* there is a darknefs which may be felt,* 
what is that but to fay, he will make them 
fofFer fot their temerity. 

^^ I maintain it boldly ; no man has a right 
** to demand either my name or my fitua* 
** tion." For an anonymous writer to tall? 
of his boldnefs, is rather ludicrous ; but n6u 
withftanding this, I maintain it with more 
than equal boldnefs, that every man has a 
right to know by whom he is injured or 
mfulted. 

" For I believe I have no real enemies, but 
** the lovers of confufion and the troublers of 
** dates." It is not eafy here to fee the force 
of this fentence as an inference, nor its truth, 
as a fimple proportion ; I believe, it is in 
my power to tell him of many whom he has 
made his enemies, who never have lain un- 
der the imputation of being troublers oijiaies^ 
pr adverfaries to any ejiablijhmentm 

fc If 
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** If I am forced indeed to defcend into the 
^ lower regions of forrow and confufion^ 
^* among the perturbed fpirits of anarchy 
^' and democracy, I fhall hope for the fafe 
** condudl of the Sibyll. She might produce 
^ the branch to the ferryman of France and 
** Tartarus. I would wifh her to exhibit 
•* this Poem, as the * Donum fatalis virgae, 
^ longo poft tempore vifum." Into what 
ilrange confufion does Lis itch for quotation 
lead him: firft he is Dhmede before the 
walls of Troy, then he is Eneas defcending 
to hell : But in this laft charader, I doubt, 
his branch will be of little ufe to him, for it 
is not abranch of olive. 

" My book is open to all the accumulated 
** feverity of public criticifm, and public re^ 
" prehenfion. I fhrink from neither of them. 
** When I am wrong, (I have never been fo 
" intentionally) I will corredl myfelf, and I 
/* have done fo frequently. In afield fo ex- 
" tenfive, candour, I think, will allow that 
** my miftakes have not been very numer-^ 
^* ous." It is not his miftakes that will bring 
upon him the accumulated feverity of public 
criticifm, but his intentional faults, the ego- 
tifm and arrogance of his manner, the affed:-' 

ed 
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cd pompofity of his ftile, the bigotry of his 
principles. Verjification^ does not fignify verfe^ 
as our author has ufed it, but the Jiruilure of 
verfe ; at leaft I apprehend fo. 

" I offer the poetry to thofe who are con- 
" verfant with the ftrength, fimplicity, and 
" dignity of Dryden and Pope, and them 
** alone. I fubmit both my Poems, * The 
** Purfuits of Literature, and The Imperial 
" Epiftle,' in this fpirit ^nd with this confi- 
" dence to the public. There are men (and 
" women too) who underftand. But as to 
** the lovers of exotic poetry, I refer them 
** to the Botanic Garden of Dr Darwin. My 
" plants and flowers are produced and che- 
" riflied by the natural invigorating influ- 
" ence of the common fun ; I have not raif- 
" ed them by artificial heat.*' To fpeak of 
thefe qualities, belonging equally to Pope 
and Dryden, ihews a want of judgment not 
to be tolerated in a man who fets up for a 
guide of the public tafte. Dryden certainly 
has them all, and Pope has ftrength and dig- 
nity ; but Dryden's is the ftrength of a doric, 
Pope's of a Corinthian pillar j he is elegant, 
delicate, and refined ; he is any thing but 
limple. The charafter of fimplicity belongs 

moft 
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ffloft to Pamell of any poet in our language^ 
and among the andents to Theocritus. Has 
Pope any refemblance to thefe writers? I 
think not. If our author does, I am forry 
to differ from him : But I di&r from him 
yet more, if be thinks he poffeffes any of the 
qualities as a poet, he has juft enumerated j 
and it is fomewhat (ingular, that all the faults 
which he has attributed to Dr Darwin's 
poetry, are to bis found in his own profe, 
which is a garden of exotics from all 
countries. 

^^ I would (hew, that I am (bidly impar* 
^ tial." Does he underftand what the word 
impartial means ? 

" It is to mifunderftand or to mifreprefent 
*^ me, when it is aflerted that I attack alike 
^* friends and foes. I attack not man in his 
♦^ individual capacity." This is falfe ; for he 
has attacked many men for things which re« 
late to them only as individuals, witnefs 
Pepper Arden's perfon, and Dr Lawrence's 
poverty. He has never been accufed of being 
too fevere on his friends ; his great error is^ 
that he is too blind to their faults. 

" I will never give a proof of my fpirit at 
•* the expence of my underftanding." Let 

him 
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him rather fay at the expence of his perfon ; 
for I believe there are a good many cudgels 
ready for him. 

" I would not have you, or any man, 
" think, that I enter into a defence of my 
" work, as if I thought it required one." — 
Matchlefs arrogance ! The egotifm and va- 
nity of this man are beyond all bearing : it 
was not thus that the great fatirifts of former 
times fpoke of themfelves. I have counted 
in one page, (p. i6.) the word /no lefs thaa 
feventeen times repeated, and my five times, 
which is more by two-thirds than can be 
found in any other writer, and twenty-two 
times more than any Mr Nobody has a right 
to ufe. 

" My countenance is unaltered" So is 
that of any man who wears a mafk : the 
pompous egotifm of this page is wound up by 
a quotation from Livy,* which, in the general 
ftile of his quotations, is made out witl\ many 
wcMrds of his own ; as he has chofen to give 
only a part, I will give the reft, and the rea- 
der may judge which beft applies to him : 
the hiftorian fpeaks of Appius Claudius, a 
E conftant 

* Semel caufam dix'h ( vel Iterum dldurus ) quo femper agere 
§mnta foUtus fumj accusatorio spiritu. J-.iv. lib. 2. 
Seft. 6u 
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conftant enemy and hater of the people :— 

* Tribunos et flebem et fuum judicium pro mhUa 
babebat : ilium non minaplebis^ nonfenatus precu 
perpcllere unquatn poiusre^ mm modo Ui vesfem 
mutaret^ autfuppkx prenfaret homines ; fed ne ut 
ex confueta quidem afperitate orationis Cquum ad 
populum agenda caufa ejfei) aliquid ieniret atque 
fubmitteret : idem habitus oris^ eadem contumacia in 
vultUj idem in oratiMefpiritus erat : adeo ui magnm 
pars plebis Appium non minus reum timeretj qtism 
confulem timuerat* Semel caufam dixit qwojkmper 
agere omnia foHlus erat accufatario fpirituJ^'^lLJAi^ 
ii. Se£t. 6 1. With refpeftto the propriety of 
quotation, I mean to fpeak hereafter ; as to the 
rules of it, as eftabli(hed by the ufe of the beft 
writers, I will fay a few words now : hiflorkal 
and philofophicai quotation ihould be literal, 
exadt, and complete, both as to the words and 
the fpirit of the author, or it may be ufed to 
bad purpofes : to quotation that is intended 
only to adorn or illuftrate, a greater latitude 
\% allowed ; words may be ufed with a 4if« 
jferent application from what they had ori- 
ginally, and the whole of a paflage need not 
be produced, but then the quoter is fubjed: 
to have the remainder turned againft him : 
humorous quotation admits of ftill greater 

liberty J 
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liberty ; a writer is permitted to do atiy thing' 
but change the words, or put in othcrs^j- but 
this our Author has not heiitated to do evea 
in ferious quotations, which totally deftroys 
bis credibility from henceforth. Another 
thing required in all quotations, is tabe exa£l: 
in the references. 

" I hate defcrters of their duty, * on any 
" principle whatever :" and fo do I : for once 
we agree. Though the caufe of the feceders 
has been pleaded with as much argument as 
it will admit by that incorruptible patriot, the 
Rev. Chriftopher Wyvill, it is not to be de- 
fended ; the queAion is a plain one, and re-* 
ducible to a few wcards ; let thofe men refign 
their feats whom, circumft^nces prevent from 
doing their duty ; if they will not, let them 
pcrfevere as the apoffle fays, ' by honour and 
diihoaour, by evil report and good report, as 
deceivers and yet true,' f * let them fight the 
good fight, l«t them be ftedfaft even ,to the 
^nd :' J it is by perfiwcrance only that the beft 
caufe can be gained, and fometimes even the 
worft. They occupy the place of others 
whom their conftituents might choofe ; and 
E 2 . they 

"* H. of C. Nov. 1797. 
t 2 Cor. vi. 8. J 2 Tim. iv. 7. 
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they negleA the only means that is left, du« 
ring the filence of the prefs, of fpeaking to 
the people. — Unlefs Mr Fox could have pre- 
vailed on all the reft of oppolition to fecede 
ivich him, his argument of the fandioa 
given to the meafures of miniftry by a debate, 
falls to the ground ; for they are now gene* 
rally debated, though not much at length : 
his eloquence might have (hewn them in 
their full deformity. 

" But I fuppofe fome Statefmen think that 
^^ there is a laudable obliquity and a feafon- 
•' able fear. For my own part I (hall not, on 
*• this occafion, invade the retreat of St Ann's 
** Hill, or violate the purity of Drury-Lane. 
** \i fuch Statefmen are refolved to free at 
•* once, both the Senate and the Throne, the 
** t' Saevi Spiracula Ditis' are open to them ; 
*' they may defcend in fafety,and difburthen 
** the land*" This paffage is in the true 
ftile of its author : it is in fome parts unin- 
telligible, in others brutiJ, and in all con- 
ceited. That any man fliould think obliquity 
of condud: to be laudable, is.impoffible; it 
may appear ufeful, but never right : his af- 
fcded delicacy towards the retreat of St 

Ann's 

f l/'irg. -^n. vii. ^6%* 
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Ann's Hill, only ferves to difplay the deep 
pialignity of his fentiments, againft the moft 
enlightened ftatefmen the world can at pre- 
fent boaft ; and his allufion to Drury-Lane is 
a far-fetched fneer at the proprietor of that 
theatre : but when he tells us that fuch ftatef- 
men may go to the devil, if they pleafe, he 
Ihews, in full light, the bitter rancour of his 
fpirit, that could rejoice to deprive the world 
of the moft fplendid talents, merely becaufc 
they are exerted in a caufe to which he is 
oppofed. If he fpeaks only in metaphor, it 
is foolilh ; if he is ferious, it is wicked : but 
if the land muft be dift)urthened, let it be of 
thofe by whom it has been burthened. 

** On the broad general queftion of the 
" time, the public efteem has been commen- 
" furate with the royal approbation." A 
happy imitation of the afiedted phrafeology 
of the World ; and a ftrong violation oft hat 
plainnefs and fimplicity of ftile which the 
beft writers hav^ exemplied, and the beft 
critics have enforced. 

" The noble Marquis, who is no more in 
" office, may brood fafely over beads and 
" relicks. There is fome propriety in this 
•* amufement. It is pleafing to preferve the 
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^ memorial of departed dignity. In my opi« 
^ nion, the Moor's head might have adorned 
^ our coin with the royal Gallick tiUies^ 
•* though the Sovereignty of France and of 
^ Corfica is paffed." The malignity of the 
author's temper is perhaps never more evi- 
dent than in this cold fneer at the Marquis 
of Buckingham^ for his protedion of a fet 
of wretched emigrant priefts : the reft of the 
paflage requires an interpreter. 

^^ I was not formed to wait in the aatir* 
•* chamber of a Duke of Lerma, or & Don 
^ Calderone," It is not my intention to be- 
come a commentator to our author's woi^s» 
or to explain his obfcure allufions ; but fome- 
ttmes^ when it fuits my purpofe, I will purine 
what he has begun^ when it does not go to 
any great length ; to many of my readers it 
will fave much trouble, to be told that the 
Duke of Lerma was the imperious minifter 
of Philip the Third of Spain^ that Don Ro- 
dirigo Calderona was the minift^r's favourite; 
and that, after enjoying and mifufing the ut- 
moft plentitude of power, they both experi- 
enced an ignominious and deferved death.-^ 
The charadier of the latter is thus drawn b7 
a living author, who finiflbed IVat/ons Life of 

Philip 
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niiHp IIL * His temper, naturally vioknt 

* and impetuous, was unreftrained by any of 
^ thofe condefcenfions and regards which are 
^ fo neceflary in his fituation, to foothe jea- 

* loufy and difarm the rancour of envy ; he 

* mingled in all the intrigues of court, A^ ^- 

* lighted in the exerdfe ^f power ^ bis favour wa$ 

* theftcreft read to prefennent^ and this be diflri^ 

* bated for tie mafi part^ aca^rding to bis own 
^ fancy and caprice^ and without any regard U 
^ merit orpretenfiMs; he had audiences as if 

* he had been a fovereign prince, held fre- 

* quent confaltations, and (hared, in one 

* word, the adminiftration of public affairs 

* wkh the Duke of Lerma. The haughti- 

* nefs and impetuofity of Don Rodirigo was 

* contrafted, by the decent moderation which 
^ appeared in the whole condud and deport- 

* ment of his father.' Vol. ii. 156. I will 
only add that two years of imprifonment fof- 
tened his temper, and that his patience under 

' his affiidions caft a iuftre on his latter end, 
which never brightened his profperity. Our 
author, I fuppofe, has never heard of hira^ 
but in Gil Bias, for he fpells his name with 
an e at the end ; hiftorians who underftand 
Spaniih, with an ^, 

« But 
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•* But if the laurel, which I have now 
•' planted, (hould thicken round the temple 
•* of my retirement, the pillars will fupport 
'^ it. The materials are folid, and the ground 
*' is firm." For ever writing in metaphors : 
the materials of his temple, as well as the 
laurel, I fuppofe, are meant to allude to his 
charadler and talents ; if fo, what confufion 
has he created, with his pillars, and his tem- 
ples, and his laurels, which, in one pafTage, 
are to mean the lame and different things? 

" I have indeed a few memoirs by me, 
" written in other days and with other 
*' hopes, and if I could polifh the ftile, and 
" reduce them a little into form, I am con- 
** vinced they would not be uninterefting.^— 
** 'Le Roi et fes Miniftres peutetre fe fai- 
** roient lire ces Memoires, qui aflurement nc 
•' font pas ceux d'un ignorant/ But let this 
•* pafs for the prefent." This paffage is ano- 
ther proof of his high opinion of his own 
confequence, and his quotation is another 
inftance of his talent in that way ; it is of 
his own making, for I neither find nor re- 
member any fuch paflagc in Gil Bias, the 
book he quotes. Thefe memoirs will, per- 
haps, let us into a fecret j for it will be diffi- 
cult 
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cult for him to publifli memoirs, without 
letting the world know who he is, or leading 
to fomething that may betray him. 

" I am for pradicable politicks. I would 
•^ not be driyen into meafures from which 
*' there is no retreat. I fmile when I am told 
^^ of love and hate in politicians and mini- 
" fters. Thefe are paflipns which they nevet 
*' felt. Circumftance alone unite and fepa- 
" rate them." A happy fpecimen of ftile ; 
five fhort fentences together : there is at 
times an oracular brevity in the author's 
manner, which he wiftics to have thought 
conceals fomething, to give him confequencef* 
—That the generality of politicians conceal 
their love and hatred when it fuits their in- 
tereft, every man knows ; but that they do 
not feel thefe emotions as well as other men, 
our author has for the firft time difcovered : 
he looks only to the prefent miniftry, and 
thinks he is drawing a character of human 
nature, at all times. That they do not love 
nor hate each other, is true ; but that there 
are no men whom they do not hate, is falfe. 
— ** Suffers the nature of an infurredion." 
ytdius Cafar^ aO: ii. fcerie I. 

** I look around me, I look to human ac- 
F " tions, 
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^^ tions, and to human principles. I confider 
^^ again and again, what is the nature and 
" effeift of learning and of inftrudion ; what 
'• is the dodrine of evidence, and the foua- 
*' dation of truth. I afk myfelf, are all thefc 
•* changed ? Have the moral and the natural 
" laws of God to his creatures another bafis ? 
*' Has the lapfe of fifty years made an altera- 
" tion in Him, who is declared to be the 
" SAME to-day, yefterday, and forever?* 
*' Can the violence, the prefumption, the 
•* audacity, the arrogance, the tyranny of 
** man, drunk with felf-idolatry and tempo- 
** rary fuccefs, change the nature and efience 
*' of God and of his works, by calling good 
** evil and evil good ? I am told, that human 
" reafon is nearly advanced to full perfec- 
** tion ; I am aflbred, that (he is arrived at 
^' the haven where (he would be.f I again 
*' look around me. I afk, where is that ha- 
" ven ? where is that (leady gale which has 
"conducted her? 1 liften ; but it is to the 
•* temped : I caift my view abroad ; but the 

" ocean 

* Heb. xiii. 8. By inverting the words, he haa deftroy- 
cd the harmony of the period : the apoftle writes * the fame 
yefterday^ to-day ^ and for ever:" which is in regular pro« 
grelfioQ. Our author makes to-day come i^efore yefierday. 
f Pfalm cvii. 30. 
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" ocean is every where perturbed. I paufe 
** again. Perhaps, it is the wind and stornt 
^^ fulfilling HIS wordT Is this argument ^ 
or is it declamation ? or is it not downright 
folly ? if he can ever be brought to think 
that thefe things are the deeds of Providence, 
as, in the laft words, he feems to intimate, 
how can he either complain or be difmayed ? 
The quotation is from the 146th Pfalm, and 
is ' ftormy wind' not * wind and ftorm.' 

" I refume the reflexions of fpfFering hu-* 
" manity amid the wreck of intelleft. Thi&- 
" was not the ancient charafter of Philofo- 
" phy. The lovers of wifdom, in the beft 
** ages of Athens and of Rome, always dil- 
** courfed with reverence and fubmiffioh' ta 
" the Author and Governor of the world." 
If he means that none of thefe Philofophers 
indulged themfelves in fcepticifm, I muft tell 
him, he has yet to read Cicero's Philofophical 
Works, and the lives of the Philofophers by 
Diogenes Laertius. On many fuch'as thefe 
the light of Revelation did (hine without en- 
lightening them, according to our author'^ 
wifli : and it is the boaft of the apoftle, ' that 
Qod had chofen the weak things of the 
world to confound the mighty;' i Cor. i. %Tk 
^ % ' *' If 
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^ If to their ribaldiy they join folly and 

^ grofs ignorance^ they (hould be driven 

*^ from our fellowfliip with contempt. The 

^ continued labours of the arch Theoma- 

^* cbift of the age, the records of that perpe- 
^ tual conflid which he maintained* during 
^ the courfe of fifty years of a long and im-> 
^ pious life, againft the fpiritual *^ kingdoms 
^ of God and of his Chrift/ and the memo- 
^ rials of his defolating days, will all be en- 
^ tombed in the French Pantheon with the 
^ mouldering remnant of hi^ bones f^ Duft 
*^ to duft : a(hes to aflies/ He fowed unto 
^^ the fle(h, and of the fie(h he and his difci* 
*• pies have reaped death and corruption," J 
It was not thus that the Saviour of mankind 
' and his great apoftle fought to convince the 
learned among the Jews and the Greeks; 
they preached to them patiently ; they were 
inftant in feafon, and out of feafon ; they re- 
proved, rebuked, and exhorted^ confident of 
the truth of their do£lrine : § and are the 
infidels of the prefent day, coldly to be 
difmifled with contempt ? this argues either 

too 

* Rev. xi. 15. 
f Fide the Burial Service ; but the author, according f 
cnftom, has inverted the pofition of the fentence. 
i GaL vi. 28. §2 Tim. iv. 2. 
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too great confidence, or great diftruft. Let 
the Chriftian philofopher, if he believes his 
religion to he true, rather imitate the un- 
wearied labours of the arch Theomachift, 
vrho for fifty years never remitted bis lite- 
rary warfare againft the ftrength and the 
weaknefs of Chriftianity : time only can de- 
cide whether his efforts were direfted by a 
fpirit of impiety or found wifdom : neither 
our dogmatical author, nor any individual, is 
a competent judge of a point which requires 
the teft of ages to determine. Our Saviour 
was crucified as a blafphemer. 

" All the minor powers of infidelity, anar- 
" chy, fedition, rebellion, and democracy, 
** may yet be difperfed in England ; from their 
** leaders Voltaire, D'Alembert, and Condor- 
*' cet, to the vulgar illiterate blafphemy of 
** Thomas Paine, and the contemptible non- 
" fenfe of William Godwin. I feel for man- 
" kind when they are infulted by fuch wri- 
" ters. I make common caufe with my fel- 
" law-creatures, and call upon them to rally 
** round the conftitution of our human na- 
*' ture, and to fupport its dignity." Our 
author has not told us how they are to be 
difperfed, but he has given us room to guefs ; 

there 
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there is an engine which he admires more 
than the prefs, that might do great things j 
he longs to fet it t6 work : it is an engine 
];>owerful for a time, but not irrefiftible ; it 
may ftifle the truth, but never can fupprefs- 
it ; for truth has an elafticity that will always, 
rebound, while error can never long prevail 
unlefs it is fupponed ; error therefore need 
not be fupprefled; truth cannot, tho' per- 
haps it may never be get^erally prevalent.—^ 
' But I will not reft in loofe generalities; I 
will define what I mean by truth and error : 
truth is the nature and relation of 'things to 
each other; the knowledge of thefe is philo- 
fophy, which is divided into natural and mo- 
ral ; the meansof arriving at this knowledge^ 
is in the firft inftance experiment ; in the fe- 
cond inftrudion : philofophy, thus defined, 
is limited to the things of the natural and 
moral world : to this, error is the oppofite. 
-—To adl according to the moral relations of 
things is virtue ; the contrary is vice, which 
proceeds from ignorance. Thus have I at- 
tempted briefly to define the fura of human 
philofophy: to the moral part, if it be objeft-. 
ed that a fufiicient motive is wanting for ac- 
tion, I will anfwer, that happinefs, which is 

the 
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the objed of every man's conduit, is tpotivc 
fufficient ; and if a fandtion is required, there 
can be none higher than the difpenfation of 
nature. I will now return to our author, 
with his minor and his major powers of 
^mocracy, and remark, that with fingular 
ingenuity he has included the greater in 
the lefler, when he tells us, that the minor 
powers of infidelity might be difperfed, from 
Voltaire down to Godwin and Paine ; this 
is liberal in the defign, .and ingenious ia 
the execution : it is a pity it is not quite in- 
telligible, 

*' From writers of this character, my 
" thoughts are dire£led to the profeflbrs of 
** that fuperjiitious corruption of Chriftianity, 
^* which originaily gave occafion to thofe at- 
** tempts, to which it has pleafed Providence 
** to permit a temporary fuccefs, to fcourge 
** the nations of Europe. I am fure the plain 
** fimplicity of the Proteftant religion of 
** England could never have fuggefted fo 
*' daring, fo extenfive a projedt. I have 
*' therefore fpoken at large of the Roman 
** Catholic religion, and its profeflbrs, and 
*' the emigrants and French priefts."— — 
From infidelity to popery, is not the com- 
mon 
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mon tranfition, rather the reverfe ; but I 
give our author credit for feeing any con- 
nedion between the two. This is perhaps 
the moft extraordinary paflage in the whole 
book, for the arrogance, illiberality, and 
ignorance, it difplays. Our author is here 
hand in glove with Providence : in ihort, nor- 
thing is hid from him ; he can tell to an iota 
the caufes of all the great events in the world. 
Popery gave occafion to the French revolu- 
tion ; the fuccefs of that revolution is only 
temporary, and meant to punUh the reft of 
Europe who have corrupted chriftianity, I 
fuppofe : but the beft of all this is, that our 
author knows and is convinced that the pro- 
teftant religion is plain and fimple, that there 
are no difficulties in its creed, no follies in it$ 
difcipline, no contradidions in its litijrgy, 
and that our biftiops can boaft an uninter- 
rupted fucceffion from Chrift and his apoftles: 
fo thought the papifts, and fo think they ftill ; 
and who is to decide between us ? but I had 
forgot, our author is the judge, and all is 
right. Alas ! I doubt we have no infallible 
criterion but time for all the opinions of men ; 
with our author, their truth or error de- 
pends on their being eftabliihed or not ; and 

if 



( 49 ) 

if he had lived in the days of popery, he 
muft have died a papift : fa much for his 
judgment. Let him confult Longinus and 
Quindkilian, to be inftrvKfited how the ftile 
of a writer is enervated by the frequent ufe 
of copulatives, 

•* From fome obfervftiofts I have heard 
•* and feen on this part of my work, you may 
•• remember I was tempted to think that 1* 
^ had advanced fomething new On this fub- 
^ je£k. I am fure the principles are as old 
*^ and as moderate as thofe of the Reforma- 
*• tion. I know that every page of our hiC* 
•• tory confirms their truth," I advife him 
Aet to be too forward in claiming any refem- 
Wance to the reformers, left he fhould be fuC- 
I>e£led of borrowing fome of the moderation 
©f John Knox, of CaJvin, or Elizabeth* As 
to the example of biftory, it is nothing : for 
kow can the hiftory pf the reformation be 
compared to the prefent times : are the papifts 
as numerous, as powerful, as fore from recent 
injury, as they were then ^ what he has ad- 
vanced on the fubjed' of popery is very old, 
and therefore does not apply to our times. 

" I only declared and pronounced folemnly 
" in the face of my country, that a Col- 

G " LEGE 
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•* LEGE OF Romish Priests of a religioii 
** lioftilc in principle and in adtion too, 
** whenever it has the power, againft the 
*• eftablifhed church of his kingdom, fi}ould 
^^ not be Jet upon a billy and authorifed and 
^^ maintained by the minifters of the crown, 
** and the publick money of the land." Our 
author's violence againft the Romiih Clergy 
fomewhat refembles in fpirit, tho' I will do 
him the juftice to fay, not in language, a 
coarfe invedive under the quaint title of 
Gideon's Cake of Barley Meal ; there is the 
fame intolerance, the fame narrownefs, the 
fame virulence in both : but in the heat 
of his zeal againft Popery, he has overlooked 
the real grounds of danger, which is in the 
tendency our own clergy have {hewn to a 
nearer connexion with the Romifh church : 
fmce the commencement of the prefent war 
they have declared what fpirit they are of; 
a fpirit which refembles that of their papift 
brethren in former times, in aiding the de- 
figns of the ftate : in unqualified terms they 
have preached up bloodOied and murder; 
they have forgot that they are minifters of a 
church whofe foundation is peace, the 
church of Chrift; and plainly fhewn that 

they 



I 51 ) 

they are ready tobc miniftersof any church that 
Vfili pay them j no matter to them how chrif- 
tianity is violated, if it ferve their purpofes. 
In addition to this, others of them have 
{hewn a ftrong leaning towards popery in 
their do£trines ; I allude to a fermon preach- 
ed at St Mary's, Oxford, by Henry Beft, of 
Magdalen College, 1794; to a pamphlet 
called Hopes and Expectations, by Faulder, 
1 793 ; to a Series of Difcourfes, by Robert 
Foley of Oriel College, 1795, where the fame 
infallibility is claimed for the proteftant, as 
for the popifh church ; to Sermons by Ro- 
bert Gray, preached at the Bampton Ledure, 
and to the Eflay on the church by the Rev. 
Mr Jones of Neyland ; in all thefe there is a 
ftrong tendency to unite with the Catholics on 
moderate principles, that is to fay, the Proteft- 
ants invite the Catholics to foften fome of 
their moft obnoxious doftrines, and they are 
willing to concede a few infignificant points, 
for the fake of adopting the arbitrary princi- 
ples of the Catholics both in church and 
ftate ; but if this invitation is refufed, they 
have demonftrated that they have a religion 
of their own, that will equally anfwer their 
purpofe. See Monthly Review for 1797, 
G 2 fart 
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part ift, p. 8i. Their objcd is to deftroy 
the right of private judgment on which our 
Froteftant church was ere£ted, and to prevent 
the propagation of religious enquiry by the 
means of an infallible church. If there is any- 
ground of alarm, it is here, and our author. 
In the excefs of his zeal, has not, to ufe a 
vulgar faying, put the faddle on the right 
horfe ; he has negleSed to accufe our own 
clergy of making the firft advances, who arc 
therefore the moft dangerous, and deferve 
moft to be blamed. For foroe ftrong fafts oa 
this fubjedt, I refer my readers to a letter to 
the Marquis of Buckingham, Owen, 1 796 ; 
and laftly, for a proof of this popiih fpirit 
among our clergy, I refer to Daubigny's 
Guide to the Church, lately publiihed.*-^ 
Here I leave our author for the prefent on 
this popifti fubjed, to dream of racks, tor- 
ture, and inquifitions : (hould popery be re- 
eftabliihed in his lifetime, he ftands a chance 
to be firft martyr to the odium theolagUum of 
popiih priefts, which he has taken fuch pains 
to excite ; but I will ceafe to terrify him, for 
between popery and atheifm, I doubt the 
poor man is never eafy day nor night. 
" But, * though I give all my goods (faid 
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♦^ an Apeftle) to feed the poor and the dit- 
•^ trefled, and have not Charity y it profiteth 
** me nothing/ What does he mean ? he 
** furely means fomething. Aims alone, it 
*' feemsi however liberal, however extended, 
" neither are, nor can be, the whole or th« 
** effence of chriftian charity." Let us here 
remark how the words of the apoftle, i Cor» 
3ciii. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, are made to fuit the de^ 
iigns of our author : he quotes a part of a 
paiTage, and then t wifts it to his own purpofe, 
fo that the general comprehenfive philan- 
thropy of the apoftle is frittered down till 
it means at lad nothing but conftitutional 
toleration; a meaning unknown to t,he ex* 
tenfive benevolence of chrtftianity : remark, 
reader, the procefs ; he fagely obferves, that 
when the apoftle fpeaks of charity, he means 
fomething, and that he cannot mean alm^ 
s^s the whole of charity ; fo far I will agree 
with him ; but here we feparate, for when 
he talks of its being a principle of general 
fafety, of difcernment, of prudence, and of 
guarded virtue, he fpeaks of fomething fuited 
to the worldly fpirit of a politician, but not to 
e follower of Chrift, whofe precept to be wife 
as ferpents, was not a general maxim of 

worldly 
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Worldly prudence, but a fingle admonition to 
his apoftles to flee perfecution, till they had 
fulfilled their mifiion, the converfion of the 
Jewifli people. 

^* Romifli Baronets will be bufy, and Ro« 
•* mifti Priefts will meddle. Perhaps the Se- 
•* cretary of that Society knows, whether 
•* thefe hints are true and juftifiable." If the 
only Romifli Baronet who is a member of the 
antiquarian fociety is confcious of deferving 
thefe infinuations, he mud be a weak man 
indeed : if he is not, I truft be will, fome day 
or other, have an opportunity of expofing to 
contempt, in his proper perfon, the man who 
throws them out. 

** If I am wrong, I fear, I muft continue 
•* fo. I have yet feen no argument to fhake 
^ my conviftion.*' This pafTage is a fuffi- 
cient clue to moft of our author's opinions, 
moral and political ; an invincible obftinacy 
and conceit : he never alters an opinion he 
has once embraced. 

" I have been under the neceffity, at leaft 
" as I thought, of appealing for illuftratioa 
•* tb writers of all ages and in various lan- 
" guages*" Concerning the propriety of 
this conftant appeal to other mea's writings, 

I 
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I have frequently had my doubts^ and am 
now more than ever inclined to difpute it : 
tho' I do not deny the advantages of a claifi- 
cal education, I mud yet be allowed to repro- 
bate the frequency of claflical quotation. The 
antients, it is true, have left us many models 
in poetry, hiftory, oratory, criticifm, and 
philofophy, which will never be furpafled 
either in the prefent or future ages, if we arc 
to judge by the progrefs of the world fince 
their times ; but the ufe we are to derive from 
them is, to form our tafte and enrich our 
ideas, not to plaiiler our writings ; for he 
who bed ftudies and underftands, will not be 
moft forward to quote them : it Ihewis he 
has read, but not digefted them ; it (hews that 
his opinions are not his own ; and is a greater 
evidence of ^ good memory than a ftrong 
judgment : it is moreover, in all works that 
are intended to be popular, an invincible 
obftacle to their being generally underftood : 
to tranflate words, phrafes, or fentimeilts, 
from another language into our own, by 
which it is improved, is the true end of read-*- 
ing the clafiics ; but to tranfplant paffages, is 
nke patching inftead of weaving, the one can 
be done by any bungler who has the mate- 
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rials, the ether requires feme dexterity. N<» 
point of mere opinion can be decided by quo* 
Cation ; for the wifdom of the ancients is on 
one fide as well as the other : it is there- 
' fore a bad fubftitute for argument ; for it is 
eafy to find a paflage in fome author to fuic 
any purpofe. But is quotation never admif* 
£ble ? it will be faid ; undoubtedly it is on 
many occafions : in hiftory it is indifpenfa- 
ble, but in works merely of opinion it mulF* 
be ufed fparingly, and then, rather to illut 
trate than to prove. Dryden, Johnfon, and 
Junius, have (hewn that genius has little 
need to be fupported by quotations, and their 
writings may ferve as models how they are 
to be ufed : our author by his prodigality of 
them, is^ bringing us back to the antiquated 
foppery of Jeremy Taylor and his cotempo* 
raries, from which the vigour of Dryden, 
and the courtly elegance of Sprat had freed 
us ; for they firft gave the examples of a 
pure page, and a clear margin ; the one had 
no need of pedantry, the other was afraid of 
it : fince their time, we have been prefervcd 
from this inundation of learned trafli, and 
the pure ftream of genius has flowed undif** 
turbed by quotation, till Parr and Wakefield, 

(whofe 
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(whofe names I mention with refpedi) un- 
wifely poured their exuberant learning thro' 
their richeft pages : but let me not place thefe 
men by the fide of our author for any thing 
but contrail : their faults fpring from riches, 
his from extreme poverty; they have no 
need of the aid of foreign ornament ; their 
fiile and their ideas have only the faults of 
redundancy ; he is for ever on the ftretch to 
be, what he can never arrive at ; and as to 
quotation, theirs is the murmur of a gentle 
ftream^ compared to his, which refembles the 
inundation of a torrent. 

" No man ever felt the power of poetry, 
*^ if he rcfufed his homage to Dante, Per 
- trach, Ariofto, and Taffo j I mean, if their 
** language was familiar to him." To refufe 
bur homage to the Italian poets, and to our 
author's pedantry, are two things totally 
different ; thb' he has chofen to put them 
together. 

** In their primal poet there is an origina- 
" lity and a hardihood of antiquity." For 
the ufe of the. word priinal I refer to John- 
fon's Didlionary : he fays it may he ufed in 
poetry : and this is one fault of our author's 
fiile; it is too poetical, ;:oo metaphorical; his 
■ ■ ' H poetry 
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poetry is profe, and his profe is poetrf.— - 

' Eft enim prox'ma poetlt et quodammodo carmen falutum, 
ttfcribitur ad narrandum non ad froiandum, 

Quiirfk. Lib. z. i. 

' ^* Frons Iseta parum et dejedo lumina 
" vultu." To this quotation he has given 
no reference ; it is from the 6th iEneid 1. 8 1 3. 

<' ccv avms otptrat. Such is the harmonious profe 
^* which diftinguiflies the critical writings of 
^^ the great Halicarnafiian. Epift. ad Cn« 
^' Pompeium. de Platone. Seftr 2." People of 
nice ears will eafily diftinguifh how the har- 
mony of Dionyfius's profe is deftroyed by the 
repetition of «»' inftead of «f, in the original, — 
the found and the meaning are equally in- 
jured. 

'' The glory of Spain, Alonzo d'Ercilla." 
To be the glory of Spain, as a poet, is no very 
great praife : but as I have no knowledge of 
the Spanifh language, I will not venture to 
fpeak of him, but refer my readers to the 
French Didionnaire Historique^ a work on 
which it is generally fafe to rely for its judg- 
ment of Authors. 

" I am told, I am forgiven for my Latin ; 
" but for the Greek, not fo eafily. In this 

" parti- 
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** particular indeed, I am rather furprifed 
** that no man of wit has faid of my notes, 
** Tbey are Greek invocations to call fools into a 
•* circle. Certainly there will be Halos round 
^' the brighteil luminaries ; and it muft be 
*' confefled, that many of my notes have 
** fuch a circular appearance." Had our 
author finifhed with his quotation from 
Shakefpeare,^ he might have faved his credit ; 
but to fhew his learning, which I will prove 
is not very deep, he has written nearly a 
whole page, which is hardly intelligible : if 
by the ^ brighteil luminaries' he means his 
own writings, I fear his vanity has outrun 
his judgment; but what he means by his 
notes haviqg a circular appearance, I hope 
he will explain in his next edition of the 
tranflations : what any theologian has to 
do with the validity of his ordination, or 
what connection there is between ordination 
and Greek learning, I leave to the clergy to 
explain ; but I believe the only Greek re- 
quired for that, is the Greek Teftament. — 
Next comes a fine ilouri(h about the Council 
of Florence, which fome theologians have 
never heard of : if my reader wiflies for 
fome very pleafant information refpedting 
H 2 this 

* As you like it. Ad ii. 
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this Council of Florence, they will find it id 
Mr Gibbon'8 laft volume, and fome more 
particulars, which he has not related, iii 
Hody's Account of the illuftrious Greeks ; in 
the Lives of BefTarion and Ghryfoloras ; but 
our author's information is from Mr Mar/h^s 
tranilation of Michaelis, vol. 2« whofe words he 
has partly copied and partly confufed, p. i68« 
He fays, ^ It is faid by many of the learned, 
that at the Council of Florence held in I439» 
with a view of eftablKhing an union between 
the Greek and Latin churthes, a refolutioa 
was formed that the Greeks fliould alter their 
xnanuicripts after the Latin.' This is plain 
and intelligible ; but hear our author, ^ the 
Council of Florence in 1439, ^heii the 
Greek and Latin churches propofed that the 
Greeks (hould alter their manufcripts from 
the Latin/ It is rather fipgular that what 
was fo ignominious to the one party, fliould 
be propofed by both ; in a difpute of this 
kind, where there was no third party to 
decide, both may agree.; but it is not very 
likely that both (hould propofe : but as the 
gentleman has introduced the fubjedl, I will 
, purfue it, and tell him, and thofe who do 
not know it, that no fuch propofal was ever 

either 
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either made or agreed to ; and if he had read 
Michaelis a little farther, he muil have found 
that it was his opinion, that the whole ftorf 
arofe from a diiingenuoas fi£kion of Erafmus, 
to cover adefeif); of his own edition of the 
Greek Teft. in which many paffages were al- 
tered from the Latin, vide Mich. vol. it. p. 1 73 
aiaid 444 on the editions of the Greek Teft; 
As an additional proof that this is an inven- 
tion of Erafmus, we do not find it mentioned 
by any writer of the hiftory of that council. 
Mr Gibbon, whofe erudition, penetration; 
and accuracy, were unequalled, has never nd- 
ticed the circumftance ; fo that it happens 
that this celebrated Fadus cum Gracisy fo well 
known to the critics, fo far as it related to the 
alteration of MSS. was not known at all, and i 
turns out to be nothing more than a forgery. 
But our author goes on with Michaelis, and 
talks of the capita ^rgumeniorum^ in the pre- 
face to Erafmus's edition of the New Tefta- 
ment, as if he had read it : when we exa- 
mine a little further it appears he has never 
feen it, for he quotes it very pompoufly, Nov, 
Teft. by Erafmus, in 1595, 5th Edition :— 
Now Erafmus died in 15361 and publiflicd 
his laft edition of the Teftament in iSiS^ 

Is 
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Is it not very fingular that his error fliould 
have paffed unobferved through nine edi- 
tions? if our author takes the trouble to 
look over them^ he muft have remarked the 
inaccuracy, had the circumftance been fami- 
liar to him. 

" And if I were to adduce from the great 
•* ErafmuSy my * Capita argumentorum con- 
^ tra morofos quofdam ct indoftos' I (hould 
^ be reminded by Dr Parr, that I have not 
•* the erudition of Erafmus, or the gentle 
" manners of the ferene Sepulveda. Mr 
^ Knight would remand me to the Greek 
•* alphabet, (to any one, I hope but his own) 
^ and his modefty would attempt fame 
^ jucundity from the Lufus Priapi. I will 
^^ endure them all. I have patience and pity 
^ too." Should Dr Parr deign to think of 
him at all, he will, no doubt, tell him that he 
has not the erudition of Erafmus j and I will 
tell him that he has the manners of the ferene 
Sepulveday who was a perfecutor and a bigot, 
t^ide Did. Hift. but even this expreffion he 
has borrowed from Michaelis, who fays, v. ii. 
p. 1 70. * but Erafmus had not the gentle 
manners of Sepulveda' ; let our author re- 
member that the conjundion nor^ always foU 

Iowa 
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lows the adverb Ki9/, I have no patience with 
our author ; but I have pity for the publk; 
when I fee them impofed on by fuch pom« 
pous ignorance. — * In that which every joint 
fupplieth' is a quotation from Eph. iv* 16. 

*' An obfcure writer on the Boroughs, 
" * The fad hiftorian of that tainted plain/ ^* 
■ — ^This is adapted, not quoted, from Gold- 
fmith ; who, in his deferted village, has thcfe 
words : 

<* The fad hiftonan of the penfivc plaia.'* 

" He may perhaps improve in calculationj 
** but I think it will be fome time before his 
** anti-profeffional prattle will impofe on an- 
** other boy-committee on a contefted elec- 
** tion." This is a refledion on the Houfe 
of Commons, more fevere than any Jacobia 
ever uttered : to fay that that Houfe is partly 
compofed of boys^ and that what they decide 
on the mod important points is invalid for 
want of judgment, is fomething more than 
badinage ; it is a libel on the Conftitution, 
which entrufts fuch powers to ftriplings; but, 
in faft, both the law and the conftitution arc 
juftified by experience in admitting perfons 
of twenty-one years of age to be arrived at ma- 
turity j and it is only our author's fpleen at the 
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lionotiraUe triomph which Mr Hemef gadn- 
cd by that dedfioa, that can difpute its vali« 
dity. What he means by anti^prcfeffionaly he 
mufl: hereafter explain ; probably he means 
rA:/ra^profeffional : but^ after all his badinage, 
let any honefl man confnlt the proceedings 
on that petition, and fay whether the decifion 
was not given on the cleareft principles ei 
law and juflice» Should the author tranilate 
amlUof xlwwy, undoubtcd right, I will fuppofc 
he has never feen Damm's Lexicon to Pin- 
dar, who renders them apta &f conveniens fof^ 
fijfio^ a poflfeffion, apt or fuhable. 

^ I am indeed confident, that when all the 
*^ perfonal objefts of toy praife or cenfure 
^^ ihall have paiTed from the fcehe, this work 
^ will be found to contain principles of go- 
^ vernmcnt, polity, religion, morality, edu- 
** cation, criticifro, poetry, and literature, 
** worthy of being tranfmitted to another. 
^ age." A fine fentence erf Junius is here 
mangled, to be adapted to the author of the 
Purfuits of Literature. Dedication, page 2. 

^^ I have indeed already faid much ; but I 
*' think, I have fomething more to offer to 
** my country, if the bleffings of flrength 
^ and health ibould gracioully be extended 

" and 
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^ and continued to me " I truft this mighty 
fomething means his memoirs, which he has 
fpoken of already. ^ 

" The dirty fatally of felfiflincfs, which by 
•* the law of Providence, defeats its own 
*• purpofes." This is a poetical expreffion 
from Pope : 

Lore, joy, and hope, fair pleaijire's fmiling train ; 
Hate, fear, and grief, the family of pain. 

JEjffay on Man, Ep. 2. /. 1 15« 

" No man liveth unto himfelf," is a quo- 
tation from Rom. xiv. 1 7. 

•* WelUwifliers to their country are, above 

** all things, defirous of the fteady light of 

** Literature, and of the day-fpring from on 

^ high.* Yet whatever they or we may hope, 

** the horizon may perhaps be now illumi- 

*^ nated with its departing beams." Our 

^ author is but a poor comforter at any time, 

but moft of all here, if he means to have it 

underftood, that his own poetry is one of the: 

beams of literature, even in her decline, — 

Others will compare him to a meteor, — to 

a vapour which blazes for a moment, pro- 

j mifes light, and leads us into darknefs. 

I " But let us ftill contemplate the glory 

* I " which 

\ * Luke i. 78. 
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" which was call round other times." The 
glory that was caft round other times, was fat 
different from the ihade with which he has' 
attempted to obfcure the prefent ; the litera-* 
ture, the talle, the genius, of which he fears 
the extindion, were all the produce of the 
bcft times of liberty* Poetry can never take 
a daring flight, but when (he is free from' 
every reftraint: hiftory and oratory exiftonly 
in the funfliine of freedom. 

" Satirical glory." To Ihew how our 
author has twiiled and inverted the lan- 
guage, I will cite a few paffages, and leave my 
reader to fupply the reft, of which he will 
have frequent opportunities : where the cuf- 
tom of the language is to ufe two fubftan- 
tives, the fecond in the genitive cafe, he has 
chofen to put an adjeSive, as in the words 
quoted ; and, on the contrary, where the ad- 
jedive is ^fed, he has taken two fubftantives, 
as in the Allegory of Satire, which means 
fomething totally different, and ought to be 
** Allegorical Satire/' " Romantic memory," 
page 150, means " memory of romances." 

" The charader of Lucilius, the inventor 
" of Satire, was refpedled by Scipio and 
^ Laelius. They were his friends. Poetafters, 

•* rheto- 
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^* rhetoricians, and even men of high quality 
" and of confular rank, were often the fub- 
•' jedls of his cenfure." When he tells us 
that Lucilius attacked men of high quality and 
confular rank, he fhould imitate his example, 
rather than attack thofe only who are unpro- 
tected ; but when he tells us, that he was the 
inventor of fatire, he feems to forget that the 
Greeks, or even the Romans, had any fatirifts 
before him : has he never heard of the Mar- 
gites of Homer, nor the fatires of Ennius? but 
Dryden has examined the point much more 
learnedly in his Dedication of the Tranflations 
of Juvenal and Perfius ; I will cite one paf- 
fage from him ; thofe who wifh for more, 
muft apply to the original : * Quinftilian and 
Horace muft be cautioufly interpreted, when 
they affirm that fatire is wholly Roman, and 
a fort of verfe which was not touched on by 
the Grecians. The reconcilement of my 
opinion to the ftandard of their judgment, 
IS not, however, very diflGicult, fince they 
fpake of fatire not as in its firfl elements, 
but as formed into a feparate work, begun by 
Ennius, purfued by Lucilius, and compleated 
afterwards by Horace.' Bifliop Hurd, in his 
introdu<3ion to the Commentary on the Art 
I 2 of 
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of Poetry, though his delicacy will not per- 
mit him to contradiifl Horace, plainly ihews 
that he did not confider Lucilios as the 
inventor of iatire, for he acknowledges he 
cannot be confidered as fuch on any other 
ground than that he firft reduced fatire into 
a regular, confiftent poem, having a lingle 
and main purpofe, and having but one mea« 
fure : to fee how loofely the ancients fpoke, 
when they call a man an inventor, we need 
only refer to a paflage in Paterculus, Lib. iu 
ch. 9* where he calls Pomponius the inventor 
of the Atellane Play$, which Hurd proves he 
only firft reprefentcd in the common dialed ; 
for they had formerly never been written but 
in the Ofcan, or provincial language of the 
country. Notes on Art of Poetry^ page 189.— . 
•' Men of high quality" is a poor expreffion, 
and * the eternity of fame,' in the next fen- 
tence, an awkward one. 

" Horace in the politeft age, under the 
** defpotifm of Auguftus, infinuated himfelf 
" into the graces of the Emperor : yet he was 
** peculiarly ftudious to mark the obnoxious, 
•* foolifti, or wicked characters of his age. — 
** He was careful not to be mifunderftood 
" He noted the name, the profcffion^ and the 

" rank 
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^^ rank of thofe whom he devoted to undy- 
** ing ridicule, or configned to the eternity 
** of fame." Auguftus and Maecenas well 
" knew the value of fuch a poet." Horsfce 
feldom marked the vicious or the fooU(h 
among the great ; he had therefore no need^ 
like Juvenal and Pcrfius, to difguife what he 
meant i he was too familiar with a courts ta 
make courtiers the fubjei^ of bis fatire : and 
let the author blufh when he recollefis the 
Emperor whofe favour Horace had obtained 
by the arts of infinuation and flattery ;^ and 
he exalts to the rank of a god, the fubtle fub- 
verier of Roman liberty, the crafty tyrant 
who purcbafed power by the femblance of 
virtue, the inceftuous paramour of his own 
daughter, the murderer of Cicero, and the pa- 
tron of Tiberius. Tyrants do well to purchafe 
the praifes of men of talents, that they may 
make a decent figure with pofterity. We 
are here to look for our author's notions of 
government : Horace is praifed for uphold- 
ing the government of Auguftus ; the ftabili- 
ty of government is connedied with literature 
and poetry : this he has told us before ; (vide 
page 7.) he now tells us what fort of go- 

" vernmcnt: 

* Od,lib. 3. ^ pafm. 
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vernment : this is honeft, if it is not prudent* 
" In the time of Nero and Trajan, Jiivenal 
•* and Perlius exerted a feverity without play- 
•* fulnefs." Juvenal never publiftied one fatire 
in the time of Nero, and for one which he 
wrote in the reign of Adrian, he wasbanilhed 
at the age of eighty, under pretence of re- 
ceiving a military command ; [vide his Life by 
Suetonius and the notes. Edit. Pit.) fo much 
for thefe writers being either fpared or neg- 
lcfl:ed j^that their works were much circu- 
lated, (as we now ufe the word) there is no 
evidence. 

•* An interval of ages paffed, dark and 
•* barbarous/' Has our author read many of 
the writings in thofe, ages which are called 
barbarous ? if he has, he feems to have for- 
gotten Chaucer, who, tho' not profeflionally a 
fatirift, has feverely expofed the vices and fol- 
lies of the times in which he lived. To the fix 
poets whom he enumerates, as enjoying the 
fulnefs of fatirical glory, I will add one whom 
he has perhaps never heard of, a fatirift, who, 
from the difference of times, is not fo polifiied 
as Boileau or Horace, nor fo cautious in his 
fatire, for they lived under defpots, he under 
the glory of monarchy, Henry IV. of France. 

Reg- 
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Rcgnier has all the ftrength of Juvenal or 
Perfius, and fometimes the delicacy of Ho- 
race: he has that quick and penetrating 
fpirit which pierces through the difguife of 
forms and fafliions, and (hews things as they 
really are. Boileau and Horace laugh at the 
exterior of vice and folly ; Regnier lays them 
bare ; he fometimes fees things on the dark 
fide, but he who does fo, will not often be 
deceived. Regnier led a diflblute life : he is 
therefore' fometimes loofe in his fentiments, 
but he has a vigour of thought and a ftrength 
of .expreflion not equalled by any writer of 
fucceeding times. Boileau borrowed, or ra- 
ther ftole from him, plentifully : the whole 
of his addrefs to the king is taken from Reg- 
nier ; and when we confider the two mo- 
narchs,we muft foon fee which is the flatterer; 
Regnier only fends his kings to heaven, Boi- 
leau brings them thence : Regnier has near- 
ly every requilite for a fatirift j neat and for- 
cible in his expreffions, ftrong and vigorous 
in his ideas ; humorous, gay, and fevere : he 
wants nothing but the poliih of a more re- 
fined age, to be the firft fatirift of whom the 
world can boaft, in that ftile of fatirein whicli 
he has written j I will not fay it is beft adapt- 
ed 
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edto thepurpofcof afatiriftj becaufe it ge-- 
net ally remains unappropriated ; it therefore 
fails to correft individuals, but it is of ufe (o 
inftrud, like all general principles of mora« 
lity : he was the Lucilius of Roman fatire, 
Boileau the Horace. Regnier's fatires are 
not the whole of his works ; the reft con- 
fift of epiftles, elegies, and penitential odes ; 
for he began towards the end of his life to 
feel the efFeds of his intemperate induU 
gences, in that debility and languor which 
are their conftant followers. We lament his 
follies, and pity him for his want of pru- 
dence. He was one of thofe choice fpirits 
whofe pleafantry and lively talents purify 
the grofsnefs of licentious pleafures, but 
make them at the fame time more fedudive ; 
for there is a fpecies of gaiety and humour 
which belongs only to intemperance; it 
finds no amufement in the quiet regulari- 
ty of virtue, and exifts only in the wild fal* 
lies of an unbridled genius. This Regnier 
eminently pofTefled, and his own epitaph 
is perhaps the heft fpecimen of it : he could 
joke with the moft ferious events of life, 
mid even death did nor find him without 

aa 



( 73 ) 
an epigram.* Boileau was the flatterer of 
defpotifm, and the perfecutor of rival merit ; 
he has therefore our author's higheft praife ; 
but, like much of his praife and his fatire, it 
is undefcrved : he fits down to write with a 
loofe idea of a charader, and fills up the refl 
from his own invention, — * a poet fecond to 
none of his predecefTors.' He was inferior 
to Juvenal and Horace, fo far as he literally 
copies them ; and where he is original, he 
has neither the flrength of the one, nor the 
delicacy of the other. His firft fatire is an 
imitation of the third of Juvenal ; but the 
objeft of the two is different : that of Boi- 
leau is merely to ridicule a poor, difcontented 
author, who rather deferves pity than con- 
tempt : the. dignified indignation of Juvenal 
lofes all its effedt from the mouth of Da- 
mon : his fatire is directed againfl the vices 
of a great and corrupt city j that of his imi- 
tator 

* J* at vecu fans penfement. 
Me lalffant oiler doucementf 

A la bonne lot naturelle ; 
Et je nCetonne fort pourquoi 
La Mort of a fonger a moiy 

^i ne fongeai jamais a elle I 
As the works of Regnter are now become rare, I have 
given my reader this pleafant Epigram, and leave it to fomc 
poet to traiiflate. K 
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tator againft a pitiful individual, whofe works 
and character are neither of them worthy of 
notice. The fecond fatire is neat and deli- 
cate ; the third the fame, but not original, 
for it is taken from Regnier s loth ; the 
fourth is without doubt the worft ; the fifth 
is far inferior to the eighth of Juvenal : the 
one marks out his objedls with unerring cer- 
tainty, the other lets fly his arrows at ran- 
dom : the one is forcibly concife, the other 
tedioufly diflfufe j the one (hews the boldnefs 
of a fatirifl:, the other the timidity of a flan- 
derer— he means fomebody, but he dare not 
Ipeak out. What is the feeble line—* ^e vous 
tonnais pour noble a ces illujires marques^ (1. 47,) 
compared to the two forcible words of Juve- 
nal, * Agnofco procerem ?' 1. 826. The lixth is a 
continuation of the firft,and they both imitate 
only a part of the third of Juvenal : he de- 
fcribes the vices as well as the dangers of the 
city, Boileau only the laft ; and how weak is 
he, compared with the force, the fire, the 
flrength, the ardour, and the dignity of Ju- 
venal : the feventh is neat and light : his 
eighth, which is a fatire on man, is by no 
means equal to Pope in his diflferent eflfays : 
his ninth is his mailer-piece ; the irony is de« 

licate^ 
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Kcatc, the fatire pungent ; but the objeds arc 
not worthy of the weapons : the tenth is a 
poor imitation of Juvenal's Satire on Women : 
the eleventh and twelfth, with fomc brilliatit 
paflTages, are dull and heavy : on the whole, 
he might be a gentleman, a courtier, and an 
elegant writer ; but he was not a fatirift, if 
that means a corredor of morals. 

" A philofopher without being wordy, the 
*' friend of fenfe and of virtue, a gentleman 
** in principle, independent in fpirit, and 
^* fearlefs of enemies, however powerful from 
^ their malignity, or formidable from their 
** rank." Is this all that is required of a phi- 
lofopher? the author, I fuppofe, meant to 
fay a great deal in a few words, and he has 
faid nothing ; that he was the friend of vir- 
tue, I will not deny ; but that he was the ene- 
my df many virtuous men, will be feen by 
turning to the notes to the Amfterdam edi- 
tion of his works, and the Literary Hiftory 
of the Times. Independent in fpirit that man 
could not be, who was the fervile flatterer rf 
the great : and it was no great merit to be 
fearlefs of enemies, whom he knew had no 
power to do him harm ; for he was encou- 
raged aod proted^d by 4 court, 

k 2 " So 
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" So removed from conceit and forced 
" thought/' Look at the lines 63 and 64 of 
his Addrefs to the King, and 75, 87, and 88* 

" An ardent zeal for propriety in fenti- 
** mcnt and io expreffion." An ardent zeal 
for propriety of exprefllbn, feems to be a zeal 
too great for its objed; : a man may be dell* 
rous to exprefs his meaning with propriety, 
but he will hardly have an ardent zeal for it, 
without being ridiculous. 

•* Even his compliment^, though rather 
** lofty, to Louis the fourteenth, are all con- 
'^ ceived in the language of a gentleman and 
•* a man of genius, who feels that he is con- 
** ferring honour, not receiving it." I rrfer 
my readers to the addrefs before-mentioned, 
particularly lines 3 and 10. but if he has 
flattered Louis, he has not been lefs atten- 
tive to his own praife : he magnifies the 
tafk of praifmg fo great a monarch : the in- 
ference is extremely eafy. But he has fpoken 
plaineft in line 58, which (hews his vanity 
equal to his meannefs. Since our author has 
chofen to inftitute a comparifon between him 
and the greateft mailers of Satire, I alfo will 
go on with comparing them with him, and 
with each other, and vindicate the illuftrious 

Romans 
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Romans from the unmerited degradation cf 
being lowered j:o an equality with their mo- 
dern imitators. Between him and Juvenal 
or Perfius, there is little refemblance, either 
in their fubje£ts or their manner. Horace 
laughs at the follies of ma^nkind, they chaf- 
tife their vices : Horace attacks infignificant 
charaders, they ftrike only at the higheft : 
Horace never goes beyond a fneer or a laugh, 
they never excite a fmile : even Pope is more 
bold than Boileap, though more delicate thaa 
Juvenal or Perfius ; they wrote with all the 
fpirit of Romans in the beft times of the Re- 
public, though they lived under the terrors of 
defpotifm ; Boileau^ too, lived under a tyrant, 
and his writings hav^ the air of a courtier ; 
they fatirized bad men, he only bad writers : 
as a humorous and didadic poet, he has fevr 
equals ; but, as a fatirift, and a man of inde- 
pendent fpirit, I have thought it right to 
point out our author's mis-ftatement of his 
^ character. Whoever wifhes to fee his ful- 
fome flattery burlefqued, may read our honeft 
Matt Priors Tranflation of his Ode on the 
taking of Namur. 

" The majefty of the French monarch, in 
^? that cultivated age, was furely as worthy 

" of 
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• •* of homage as the deity of the Roman Au- 
•* guftus." And both equally worthy of 
contempt 

.^ I call their language ancient^ which ex- 
^ ifted before the revolution; for I fcarce 
^\ underftand the modern democratic jargon. 
^ Grave virus munditias pepulit.^^ That the 
French language has received the addition of 
jnaay new terms fmce the revolution, is trup ; 
sew things caufe new words : but that the ii* 
terature of France has been corrupted by thefe 
terms, I totally deny. Our author, I fuppofe, 
reads only the Newfpapers, to know what 
France is now : if he had read Peltier (partial 
as be is) he muft have fisen that neither 
poetry nor philofophy are on the decline. 
Some of the writers in the charming Society 
of the Vaudeville are equal in gaiety, elegance^ 
and playfulnefs of humour, to any thing pro- 
duced in the bed times of France ; and in 
graver compofitions, LeGouve dSiAVigee might 
be a credit to any age or country ; the latter 
fir(H>glyrefembles Boileau,and though he has 
more boldnefs, he appears to have imitated 
him :* but our author defpifes every thing that 

* In addition to what I have already faid of France, I will , 
here remark^ that the eveats of the war having now nearly 

driven 
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is French too much to look at it, and yet will 
give his opinion of what he takes no pains 

driven the French back to their own country, the pofture of 
affairs is materially changed, and different hopes and expe6i<* 
attions are now tobe formed : to each party there is but one line 
of condu£l left which wifdom and honefty can didate ; but, 
alas ! they feldom dire^ the affairs of the world. — Should 
tlie Allies, after having forced the French within their an- 
cient limits, propofe to them fuch a peace as might prevent 
them again from difturbing the tranquillity of Europe-; ia 
cafe of refufcl, they will be heartily fupported by all their 
fubjefts, and fuccefsfuUy terminate by the fword, what ne- 
gociation failed to accomplifh : or fhould the French, after 
having fuccefsfuUy defended their country frcnn in<vafiony 
propofe to the nations leagued againft them, fuch terms of 
peace as may preferve their own territory entire, and prer 
vent their interfering with others, they will exhibit an inftancc 
of magnanimity and prudence which will make it diffictilt 
for any government to refufe their offers ; and if after that 
they fhould give to other nations the example of a good go- 
vernment, on republican principles, they will do more to pro- 
pagate thofe principles than by all the efforts of the fword i 
they will exhibit to the eyes and the feelings of furroundkig 
nations, arguments Vhich no force of eloquence or of arm« 
can refill : till then, thofe nations are juffified in refiftiagthe 
experiment of what they deem uncertain fpeculations, tho* 
tliey are not juftified in uiing the means they have done to 
prevent their fuccefs ; but however fuch an iffue is to be 
wifhed, for the fake of truth, juflice, and humanity^, it k 
much to be apprehended that none of thefe will have fu& 
ficient weight ; for as all great changes of opinion in the 
world have occafioned great convulfions, it is to be feared, 
that all nations have yet much to fuffer before the prefent 

coaflidt 
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to be informed in. He feems to have mif- 
taken the charadler of the French language, 
^hen he fays it is, forcible and terfe : it is 
neat and elegant, but wants a condenfaticm 
of expreffion, which renders it fo difficult for 
the French to tranflate Greek or Latin writers, 
fo as to preferve the fpirit of either. For the 
truth of this, let any man confult thofe parts 
of Juvenal or Horace which Boileau has imi- 
tated, or any of the claffics which French- 
men have tranflated. His quotation from 
Horace is a happy fpecimen of his mifrepre- 

fentation : 

confH6fc of opinions is terminated. It is more than proba- 
ble that the different powers at war will contend for a great 
length of time, with various and alternate fuccefs, till moil 
of the old governments are worn out in the contefl. Let 
it be remarked, that I here and at all times feparate 
French principles and French condu6l : the principles of 
their conftitution are excellent ; the condudl of their rulers 
is execrable : they have been conne£^ed merely by acci- 
dent ; war is the element of the one, but peace of the 
other. That any thing fo intrinfically good fhould ac- 
cidentally be conneded with evil, is fomewhat flrange, yet 
it has ever been fo ; and to what wife difpenfation of things 
it is owing that the bett gifts of Providence, even Monarchy 
and Chriftianity, fhould have occafioiied fuch infinite blood- 
(hed and diftrefs, it is impofiible for finite wifdom to difco- 
vcr ; it is enough, however, tb convince us, that no good 
can be obtained without the expence of much evil, and to 
make us rcfigned to that power, whatever it is, that di- 

reds 
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fcntation: he has made hitri fay the exa(3; 
contrary to what he has faid in his Epiftle 
to Auguftus, lines 158 and 159: his words 

reds the affairs of the world. ( Jiuguft 27.) — To what objedt 
the attempts of our minifters will be now direfted, it is diffi- 
cult to conjedture.* Mallet du Pan has fung the requiem of 
the coalition, in acknowledging that it could not be eflFe6lual 
without the aid of Pruffia. Thus has the wifdom and firmnefs 
of a ftripling faved France from the dangcf of partition, hig 
own country from the miferies of war, and perhaps fhortcned 
the calamities of Europe. Within the laft week the politi- 
cal horizon of France has confiderably brightened, and that 
country feems now to have the profpedl of being repaid for 
all her fuiferings, by the enjoyment of a government, wife, 
virtuous, and fteady. The path of wickednefs has been 
fufficiently trod, and muft be difgufting from its fmoothnefs ; 
fo that the new rulers of France, ought to be virtuous, as a 
matter of tafte ; any coxcomb can ruin a nation, but to fave 
one, requires patience, virtue, and talents. To fpeak feri- 
ouily, I have fuch confidence in the charafter of Buonaparte, 
and the men who a£i: with him, that I believe them a£iuated 
by a defire for the public good : they have commenced, 
unlike the villains who preceded them, with a6ls of mo- 
deration and mercy ; and if they go on as they have begun, 
the conftitution of France, in which there was too little con- 
nection between the executive and legiflative powers, will be 
improved, and {he will fpeedily be bleffed with profperity 
and tranquillity. 

<* If this fail, 

" The pillar'd firmament is rottennefs, 

" And earth's bafe built on ftubble." Milton's Comus. 

Should Buonaparte prove a tyrant, or a traitor, human 
nature is no longer to be trufted. — {^November 28.) 
* Mercure JBritannique, No. 27. 
L 
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are * Grave virus munditia pepulere.^^^ThiB 
is to make a man fay one things when he 
means another, and then call it quoting hia 
fentiments. 

" When I name Dryden, I comprehend 
" every varied excellence of our poetry." — 
Our author's next praife is beftowed on Dry- 
den, the hireling advocate of any caufe,— the 
fucceffive flatterer of Cromwell and Charles* 
Surely Pope had many excellencies which 
Dryden never pofleffed ; and our author 
thinks fo, for he tells us afterwards that he 
completed what was wanting in him. 

" In harmony, ftrength, modulation, 
" rythm, energy, he firft difplayed the full 
" power oftheEnglifti language." Doubtlefs 
this praife belongs more properly to Milton 
than to Dryden, who came after him. As to 
what he calls the Allegory of Satire^ fee John- 
fon's Life of Dryden, for his opinion of the 
poem which is fo highly praifed. 

" His fatire had an original charafter. It 
" was the ftrain of Archilochus founding 
" the lyre of Alcaeus." He had neither the 
virulence of Archilochus, nor the fweetnefs 
of Alcseus. In his charader of Pope, his 
language is more than ufually affefled : he 
cannot fpeak at all as other people do* 
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" He had excelled in defcription, In paf- 
*• toral, in pathetic, and in general criticifm ; 
" and had given an Englifh exiftence in per- 
^ petuity to the Father of all Poetry. Thus 
** honoured, and with thefe pretenfions, he 
" left them all for that excellence, for which 
** the maturity of his talents and judgment 
** fo eminently defigned him." I am at a 
lofs to perceive, how having written paftoral 
poetry \& to qualify a man for being a fatirift. 
As to Pope's general criticifm, the juftnefs 
of his precepts in his critical works has 
be^n ably difputed by Dr Aiken, in bis Let- 
ters to his Son. * He had given an Engliflx 
exiftence in perpetuity to the Father of all 
Poetry,' meanS| I fuppofe, that he had tranf- 
lated Homer. * Thus honoured.' How 
honoured, h^ has not told us. If Pope and 
his writings were not above our author's 
cenfure, he had never had his praife : he was 
too free, too liberal a writer, to pleafe him. 

" Every avenue to knowledge and every 
** mode of obfervation were open to his cu- 
" rious, prying, piercing and unwearied 
** intelleift." Prying is certainly an epithet 
not very honourable to Mr Pope's character, 
tho' it might fuit our author's. 

h 2 
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*• ttis works are fo generally read and ftu- 
" died, that I (hould not merely fatigue, but 
** I (hould almoft infult you by fuch a needlefs 
** difquifition." This fentence is defedive : 
it wants fome member ; inftead of ^ fuch a 
needlefs difquifition^ he (hould have faid, * bj 
a needlefs difquifition on ihemj 

*^ As a difciple of thefe great matters, 
•' and full of that fpirit which an unbroken 
*^ and an honourable intimacy with their 
** works has infpired, I now prefent myfelf a 
** votary at their temple ;,and in fome mea- 
** fure clothed in the robes of their heredi- 
" tary priefthood, I would alfo enter, and 
" offer my oblation at the high altar of my 
*' country. But if, unworthy of this hallow- 
" ed inveftment and interior miniftry, the 
" door of the fanftuary is clofed upon me ; 
*' I (hall retire without a murmur, and, with 
*' devotion unimpaired, wor(hip in the vef- 
** tibule." Here is confufion worfe con- 
founded. He is a minifter in the temple of 
fatire, if any body ever heard of fuch a tem- 
ple, and yet he offers his oblations on the 
high altar of his country : he is at once the 
votary and the prieft, and yet he doubts 
whether he is worthy of the facred inveft- 
ment. To be in fome meafure clothed, is to 
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be little better than naked : and I doubt feme 
people will fay this is our author's cafe, as 
far as regards his poetical garmenits ; but 
after all, his modefty fteps in, and, though 
ftripped of his holy robes, and kicked out of 
the temple, he is determined to pray in the 
porch. I am forry to fay he deferves no bet- 
ter place ; but this comes of being prefump- . 
tuous. The quotation at the end is partly 
from Statins and partly of his own making : 
vide Statius, lib. 4. 4. I. 54- where it will be 
feen how much belongs to each of the two* 

Having now gone over the particulars of 
that part of his work which I have under- 
taken at prefent to examine, it becomes roc 
to review the fubftance of what he ha§ ad- 
vanced, for the purpofe of obviating more 
fully the effects of his dodrines. To fay much 
of his politics might not now be fafe ; for the 
fide he has chofen is prote£ted by the ftrong 
arm of power, ready to fall on all thofe who 
differ from him. I will therefore only fay, 
in general, that he feems to have no liberal or 
comprehenfive idea of government and fo- 
ciety ; of the means by which they have ar- 
rived at their prefent excellence, or the poC- 
iibility of further improvement : whatever is 
cftabliihed, is, with him,' confecrated frojai 
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tlie rude touch of innovation ; and even the 
gentle progtefs of time can work no change 
for the better, as if the world was not a con- 
tinued fcene of change, and the experience of 
ages did not teach us >that principles and cuf- 
toms, the mod. abhorrent from the ideas of 
one race of men, become familiar and eafy 
to another. According to his maxims, hiftory 
and philofophy have nothing more to teach 
us ; and the world, inftead of being hence* 
forth what it has hitherto been^ (a feries of 
experiments) is now arrived at fuch a pitch 
ef excellence in politics, religion, and mora- 
Ety, as precludes the poffibility of any fur- 
ther lights, — we muft fit ^own fatisfied with 
what we are, and teach our children to do the 
fame, or be called Jacobins, and treated as 
fm:h, — we muft acquiefce with our authoTr 
and his friends* in the belief of what they tell 
Bs, — we muft read only fuch books as they 
allow us, — we muft approve what they ap- 
prove, or be condemned as difturbers of the 
public peace, and enemies of all eftabliftied 
government : fuch is his liberality, and fuch 
bis exertions for the good of mankind. He 
may mean well, but he is certainly miftaken, 
for the teftimony of all ages is againft him, 

* The authors of the Anti-Jacobia and their employers. 
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Mankind never were the fame In their lay^rs^ 
their religion, or their cuftoms, for a hundred 
years together in*any civilized cquntry upoa 
earth : even maxims that have been confider* 
ed as fundamentaljhave yielded to the force of 
time, much lefs the fleeting forms of political 
eftabliflxments. To hate and perfecute their 
enemies, was the religion and the policy of the 
Jews ; to love them, was the milder precept of 
chriftianity : hiftory is but the record of per- 
petual change, and the analogy of nature feemi; 
to confirm the exiftence of the propenfity in 
man : what was land once is now fea : earth« 
quakes and volcanoes have fwept away cities, 
and the habitations of men are inhabited 
by beafts : the feat of empire, arts, and com- 
merce, has been perpetually changing, and is 
now transferred from the eaftern to the 
weftern continent ; and, with all this change, 
the world is without doubt, on the whole, 
improved : yet the vanity and arrogance of 
one little mortal has pofTelTed him with the 
belief that he can arreft the progrefs of fo^ 
ciety and of man, and make that ftalionary 
which Providence has hitherto made pro- 
greffive. Vain mortal ! cjieck thy prefump- 
tuous folly, and learn to believe that it is not 
for thee, nor for all thofe who are the idols of 
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thy worftiip, to reftrain the innate propenfl- 
ties of thy fpecies, to fet thy feal upon the 
door of knowledge, nor to fay to the foul of 
man, in the fearch after truth, * Thus far 
Jfbalt thou gOy and no farther J 

The next leading feature in* his introduc- 
tory letter is his fevere condemnation of all 
freethinkers in religion, for which I will only 
fugged to him the pofFibility of his being 
xniftaken in what he believes to be right, 
from the example of men who were thought 
to be wifer than him having embraced as truth 
what we now confider as error. More and 
Erafmus were Papifts, and believed dodtrines 
which our author, by the help of the fuperior 
lights which have been acquired fince their 
times, now very wifely confidcrs as ridicu- 
lous : it may be his fate to have fome of his 
opinions thought as ridiculous by pofterity. 

Another ftrong part of his letter is his zeal 
againft Popery ; a zeal which I have endea- 
voured to dired: to its proper object, and to 
fhew our author where the true ground of 
fear exifts: he hasbeen very violent againftthe 
emigrants who have fled, and the Papifts who 
are tolerated here ; but it is not of them that 
1 have any dread j they do not alarm me : if 

I 
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I have any fear, it is from the popery of 
protcftant divines, not of French emigrants, — 
the popery of a church which i rich and 
eftabli(he.d, not of one which is in poverty 
and exile : it is from the doctrines of fpiri- 
tual power and civil fubmiflion, now preach- 
ed by the afpiring minifters of a church 
which can reward their ambition, and a go- 
vernment which courts their fervices, not 
from the impotent and unambitious minifters 
of a fe£l which has no longer either power 
or influence ; whofe dodtrines are difregarded 
becaufe they are unfupported by authority, 
and whofe only objeft is to obtain protection, 
not power : the whore of Babylon has loft 
all her wealth and attractions, but her daugh- 
ter is yet rich and admired. His frequent 
quotations, of which he attempts a defence, 
I have ftrongly reprobated ; he is appri- 
fed of his failing, and endeavours to ob- 
viate It, by tranflations of the paffages he has 
quoted, yet not without cbntradifting his 
own opinions ;* for he has laid great ftrefs 
on the utility of the original words of clafli- 
cal authors, to enforce and illuftrate what he 
has advanced. I will hereafter ftiew that his 

* Fide page i6, 
M 
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tranflations are not faithful, and have confix 
derabiy weakened the force and effeQ of the 
authors he has quoted, and that, if he iiiider^ 
ftood them, he was determined other people 
ihould not. 

The fauhs of his critical prindples will be 
more fully (hewn when I have occafion to 
remark them in different parts of his writings 
in which he has cenfured the works of 
others.. His ftile, if examined by any of the 
rules of legitimate compofition^ will be found 
to contain all the faults, and few of the beau- 
ties, that have been noticed by the greateft 
critics : it is frigid, affe£ked, harfli, bombaf* 
tical, and puerile ; it is metaphorical, but his 
metaphors are far fought, and ill adapted ; 
it is poetical without being harmonious ; it 
has the uncouthneis without the force of an- 
tiquity ; it is not always intelligible, fome-^ 
times not grammatical, and conftantly the re« 
verfe of fimplicity and purity: if any man 
wi(hes to fee fome of its faults more forcibly 
and neatly expreffed than it is in my power 
to exprcfs, I will refer him to Dionylius's 
enumeration of the faults of Plato's ftile, 
which are numerous : Vide Dionyfius's Epift. 
ad Cn. Pomp, Ed. Sylb. 1586. p. 127. 1. 20* 
fed. 5. and to the fame author's judgment of 
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others who a&Aed a poetical and pompous 
phrafeology, vide Dionyfius Lyfias, lioe 27^ 
His ideas oa the chief fatirifts of ancient 
and modern times, I truft, I have (hewn to be 
defe£dve and erroneous, in not having men- 
tioned all that deferve the prsofe of,exGelleoce^ 
and in having given a falfe account of thofe 
whom he has mentioned; but, on the iivhole, 
to fpeak impartially of his talents and his ac^p 
quirements^ I will confefs, that he has fome-* 
times a rare felicity of escpreffion ; that he is 
moderately verfed in claffical' leariung, but 
deftitute of invention and judgment ; that 
his philcdogical information is various and 
extenfive, but not accurate ; that he is bettes 
fuited to the detail of parts than to compre^ 
hend or to create a fyftem ; that his ilile is 
fometimies rich, but always laboured ; that 
his powers are much indebted to cultivation, 
but partake very little of genius ; and that, 
with fome juft fentiments of religion, he 
wants the vital principle of Chriftianity. 

The author, in various parts of his book, 
takes great pains to have it believed that 
the fupport of virtue and morality is one 
great objed of his fatire, and undoubtedly, 
they are much conneded with the literary 
M 2 
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produdHons of the times ; but they depend 
not on them folely; fo that when he has 
reproved the principles of one fet of men^ 
even fuppofing them to be erroneous^ he 
has done but a part of his duty : it was 
not thus that the great iatirifts of antiquity 
dealt with the tiriaes ; they reproved vici- 
ous characters as well as erroneous prin- 
ciples ; and it is thus that every man mud 
do who wiOies to reform :— he muft be im- 
partial too, — he muft ftrike at venality, per- 
fidy, and profligacy, wherever they are to be 
found, — he muft enter the palaces of the 
great, as well as the garrets of the poor, and 
drag forth titled infamy to (hame and con- 
tempt; and if exampleis the foul of virtue, he 
muft endeavour to purify the great, — he muft 
chaftife ariftocratical vices, and pull down 
fpiritual wickednefs in high places ; but if he 
is afraid of Attorney Generals and Treafury 
Solicitors, let him no more^boaft of his 
zeal for religion and morality, — he is not 
formed for a fatirift. 

I have now nearly finiftied, for the prefent, 
with this contemptible author, and, if I have 
failed to expofe his arrogance, ignorance, and 
wickednefs, I will yet add a few words more, 
without fear of repetition, for he has afford- 
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€d abundant matter, fuch as It Is, for reitera-" 
ted cenfure. Had he been, what he pretends 
to be (a legitimate fucceflbr of the great fa- 
tirifts of former times) I fhould never have 
prefumed nor defired to reprove him, — had 
he, like them, (hewn a generous indignation 
againft vice, without any tincture of private 
or party malignity, — had he poffeffed their 
compact and regular ftile of writing, witli- 
out wandering into needlefs excurfions, — had 
he, either in poetry or in profe, (hewn the 
virtues of a great foul or the talents of a 
great genius, I fhould never have dared 
to lift my feeble voice againft fuch powers, 
properly direded: had his ftile been any 
thing but a tiffue of quotations, even where 
they are not acknowledged, — had he been 
uniformly low, in ftile and ideas, I fhould 
have fuffered him to pafs quietly by un- 
noticed and unmolefted ; but when I fee an 
author without one fpark of the heavenly 
fire of genius, without one generous or 
liberal principle, with a fanguinary thirft for 
perfecution and a virulent intolerance of all 
difference of opinion, a rooted prejudice for 
the eftabliftiments of Chriftianity, without 
one particle of its fpirit, — when I fee an 
author, whofe only greatnefs confifts in 
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his own confequence, impofing upon the 
public, with the air of independence and 
dignity,— when I fee an author whofc only 
merit as a fcholar is that of having read the 
claflics, without being improved by them, 
perpetually recalling us to the ancient moddo 
of compofition, while he is perpetually vio- 
lating them, a man who has facrificed the 
purity and (implicity of his native knguage 
to the afiedation of novelty and the aSediatioa 
of knowledge, — when I fee fuch a man taking; 
advantage of the times, and labouring to de- 
prefs the beft men, and the beft principles^ 
without one requifite for a fatirift but his^ 
virulence, impofing upon the tafte and pock-, 
ets of the public, by a perpetual repetition of 
his malignant effufions ; fowing the feeds of 
jealoufy, fufpicion, and diftruft among men, by 
concealing his name, and yet condemning with 
mcrcilefs fe verity the foibles of others,— when 
I fee fuch a man receive the (lighteft counte- 
nance, I feel an indignation at his impu- 
dence and the public infatuation, which no 
confiderations of danger can reprefs. I feel 
for the national charadter when I fee it de- 
graded by liftening to the dark fuggeftions of 
an anonymous incendiary, — I feel for the dig- 
nity of clailical learning, when it is proftituted 
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to fo vile a purpofe^— I feel for the injured 
names of thofe men, from whofe writings I 
firft imbibed the glorious fentiments of liberty^ 
when they are adled in to fandion the raoft 
daring encroachments on the birth-right of 
BritonS) and lend a fc»:ce to the denunciations 
of a fanguinary bigot, — I feel for the condi- 
tion of pofterity, when I fee the Author of 
the Purfuits of Literature fet up for a guide 
of the public tafle, a guardian of the public 
»orals, and a defender of the public liberty ; 
and if I have fpoken with more than ufual 
warmth, I am urged by that fpirit of liberty 
and truth which yields to no temptation^ and 
requires no reftraint. 

Morpeth^ May 22, 179^ 

Since writing the above, I have had the 
pleafure to fee that my method of examin- 
ing this author has alfo occurred to. Mr 
John Cartwright, who, in his celebrated 
Appeal, lately publi(hed, has expofed the 
moft grofs and impudent of our Author's 
opinions on the fubje<a: of Reform. Should 
I fucceed, as well as he has done, in expofing 
fophiftry and venality, I fhould think my 
time well employed : a book fo excellent in 
all refpeds has not for many years been given 
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to the world : the fpirit is manly, temperate, 
and candid, — the ftile neat and forcible,— and 
the matter abundant; but it contsdns too 
much truth not to be profecuted : the man- 
ner In which it is delivered to the public, 
Ihews, however, that the Author is firmly 
prepared for the worft.-r-In addition to what 
I have already remarked, I mud here notice 
what I had omitted before, — that the words 
(p3g^ 32O * Quos orbe fub omni Jam vix 
^ feptena numerat Sapientia fama,' are not 
marked as belonging to any author, nor do 
I immediately recoiled from whom they 
are quoted. I have omitted other things, 
perhaps of more confequence, but I truft that 
my prefent diftance from libraries and literary 
men, and my refidence in a diftant province, 
will be admitted as my apology. The quo- 
tation above-mentioned, I have fince foundj 
is from Statins, Sylv. 5. c. 3, but not exadly 
quoted : ' ^ofque orbe fub omni Ardua feptena 
numerat fapieniia fama f are the words of Sta- 
tins. — Having nearly finifhed my remarks on 
the firft Dialogue, I truft to have them pub- 
Kftied foon after the hew year commences^ 
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LETTER L 
£xJumo dare lucifft* \ 

iAr. feniTbRi 

From the time wheii you firft publifiied the inimitable 
.Rolliady and the ftill more exquifite Probationary Odes, I 
have always confidcred the Morning Herald as the firft 
literary Public Paper in this country, l^pon this principle 
X have chofen to tranfmit to you, Sir, fome remarks which 

B hav^ 
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have ocoDrred to Bie •& reading the far-faned Pdem on tli6 

Purfuits of Literature^ wtich may Aew thejuflice, pro* 

prietyi and connexion of the parts of this work» which I 

confider as a whole^ and not a^ a defultory compofition, at 

fome perfons regard it. I have obferved uniformly, thae 

impartiality, literary and political, has been prefcrved better 

in your Paper than in any other, which has obtained the 

approbation of the PnbKc (or fo long a period* Bnt if your 

/*-ner and purfuits are incompatible with my defign, I fhall 

'11' fflv ^^^ ^^^"* ^y obfervationsy or, in the events 

^fmit them to 5 Magazine (which I diOike), and therefore 

(hall more probably coTU™^ them to that guardian, which 

is the fafeft and moft incocruptlfiTe dt all fhe guardians of 

literature, the flirine of Vulcan. So thought the Caliph Omar; 

and fo think I in part; but I hope the Attorney General will 

not think too deeply in th* fame ftrain, or all writing will 

ceafe. Some tares muft always, be fuffered to grow togtthci 

with the wheat, till the time of harvefl. ^ . . ^ 

I fliall not trouble you with Latin or Greek cit«K)A$, ot 
tranflations of citations. Both the one and the other tmy ^^ 
praife-worthy or venial in the prefent cafe ; but whether they 
are neceflary or not, I fliall omit them. I write for the people 
of fenfe in every rank ; I alk no language but my own, as 
I think it adequate to, every purpofe.of life, and I fliall take 
the advice of the Author of the work in queftion, that if a 
Latin paflage fliould occurto my memory, I fliaH give it ifl 
Englifli, though it may lofe fomewhat of its fpirit. Bull 
will be plaiii: no man is ofFende'd with a labotlr^*s Areft, 
and he may be forgiven, if, Wheii the weather pfermifs, te 
follows iTtrgiVs advice, and lay^ afide his cloafhs altogether, 
vrhcn tie ploughs, and when he Tows. You uriderAatod «^» 

Sir: iHvelivcdWgcnbughU'flux^^ tlfatif t* 

career 
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tiHeei difrebHHi ^Mophy, and sfH thrir doarincs/ftocrU 
liot be xdlraincdj «iid peifhaps #^ tht jingle efforts of this 
tountrji and by itspiibtic and ftcret C6uncih, atld Counfell. 
fors, the MfQtAs of tord Bolingbrok^ will indeed be verified, 
that " this World will becoriie the Bedlam of every other 
fyftem of intelligent creatures.^* If that fhould U the cafe, I 
ftall not 'be a candidate for thfe office of Phyfician to the ee- 
iicral hofpital. 1 would ratherfoHow the great advice of pre- 
Irentive poHcJr, ar\d fliew riiat this hasbe^en the cxainrilc ffiv^ti 
and beft Jpllowed up by the pqe.t of tl^is ag<^, 911 whofe 
Vorlcl am to .comment. 

I Ihall not comn;ience my remai;ks in ^his letter, ))ec^u(p 
i do not yet knavr Vtrhethcr the/ will be ac^eptabl? t^ 
^QMi ^hd be admitted into your p^es; I hate to l^f^pMif 
Vithout an end 3 but I am i:eady \q .feyon^ wh^ I ^con- 
ceive might be ufeful to the Public* I own I think, ia 
regatd jto ihe Poem itfelf^ at with \U ifailieaijdii'ubjefi^ 
'* Age cannot wither it^ tior eufiom ftale its infinite variety/* 
1 (hall fend you fitiy leaves from time to time ; aiid if the 
wind of your printing preffes fhould either difplace, qt blow 
them away altogether^ they will never be regretted Ukd 
thofe by the prieftefs of Cumaa* We are told by a great 
liirriter, that when a noble Roman had, in public Senate^ 
acctifed one of the greateft pefts of fats age and country, 
he obferved, that the vigour with Which he purfued the 
enemy of the Republic j made fome worthy men uncafyj 
l)ut he fatisfied hithfelf with the refleflion, that, in refped 
to confidence or fear^ it made a material difierence whe« 
thei- inen were unwilling you flbould undertake the w<»:k at 
all, or not approve the manner of executing it. The firft 
of thefe every good man muft encourage ; and the fecond 
is matter of judgment and choice. If it is weU» it is as the 
writer wiflied; if it falls (hort, it is only according to hit 
B a power^ 
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power* We are no longer at a lofs to Inow what any mam 
may expe£l from infidelity, bigotry, and democracy^ who 
engages without referve or compliment in the caufe of 
Religion, Government, and the common peace of the 
world* 

I have, perhaps, been rather too long in thefe preliminary 
lines ; but I mean to follow them up, as on a foundation, 
which m^y in time grow into a fpecies of literary building, 
not unfitly framed when compleated. I would not fend 
ihem, however, if I thought they were the obfervations of 
a man whofe works would do any difcredit to a Newfpaper. 
At prefent they are my own ; but an old and wife proverb 
fays, that ** a man's words are no longer his own, than while 
he keeps them unfpoken." With a defire of an early rc- 
fufal or approbation of my plan, I fubfcribe mylelf your 
conftant friend and daily reader^ 

Uay 17, 1799* Horatio* 
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June 6^ lygg. 
F^r the MORNING HERALD, 

On tki Poem called The Pursuits of Literature. 



LETTER IL 



Vtjpccio/a dchinc miracula promat, 

Mr« Editor, May 31, 1799* 

When the affairs of a great kingdom are conduQed to 
that crifis, in which a£lion and not reafoning, works and 
jiot words, fuppHes and not debates, are alone llrong unto 
the national falvation, the time is fully arrived when com- 
pliments to Authors, and flattery to Minifters, muil give 
place to higher concerns, and truth, facred, moral, and 
political, muil alone be heard, neither dubious in its mean- 
ing, nor iodire£l in its application. I have long waited in 
the hope of feeing this realized, while our cities are yet 
peopled and opulent ; pur villages and farms cultivated and 
improved; our religion vindicated from infult, and fup- 
ported with dignity ; the principles of morality and govern- 
ment maintained againft atheifts and dramatiils ; learning 
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encouraged by THE Sovpreigk, and a difcerning Public j 
while the Conftitution of Great Britain is upheld by 
the fitiet g9odfen/i of loyal, reflefiing fubjefls, and by the 
exertions of the brave, the ferious, the vigilant, and the dif« 
^ipliqed in a^ atkl iH irmc. It is ^ period Miv before us, 
and the confummation of it is at hand; ii mil not tarry ^^ 
it willfurely come. 

Thi! pcrtftics 0f t pm^^ die Uiet^tvttm of it da)r, she 
vilions of poetry, and the intonations of eloquence, at 
the Bar or in the Senate, can only be conGdered with in* 
tereft or delight, but 2X Ctiey fbpport the common caufe 
of this kingdom and of civilized Europe. Yet, though 
Oppofition retires to. a tavern, vre muft be alert and 
under arms: if we dumber of fl^ep, it is unto death* 
The hundred eyes of all our guardian^ in the State and 
Church are ftill attacked by the medicated wand of Jacor 
binifm : and* the mohient of reff is ihi^ ligilat ef el^cifion^ My 
allufion, Sir, is (imple; but.my allegory is full. 

' It is indeed with (bme diffidence, (nit with greater dif- 
ficulty, that I engage in a difciaflion of the poem oi| 
•• The Purfuits of Literature." it demand? more time 
than liiy avocations will properly allow. Th6 bufineft bf k 
fife, how engaged in ftof ray and lempfsftuous fc^nes, has 
I^Seflually removed me froiti th^t learned leifure and repofe, 
in whi^h I have fo often indulged ill chffical ftudies, whicfc 
it arid prepare th^' ifiihd fof political a61ion. Though the 
works of 6icefo, Salluft, Virgil, Hbrafie, and Ovid, are quite 
familiar to me ; ye£ I fear, fr|6m much difufe, I muft now 
fed (coritcrited to take ThucydideS from Smith, and Polybiu^ 
Ironi Hfampton. HomCr, indeed, at^d the princrpal oration^ 
pt t)emofthenes, 1 ftill perufe in tbt oi'iginal, for I find ift 
Ihem a great profeffiond advantage. Bui I have felt toy felt 
ptkct AqH ay^alb and hiilfii^i to ^1) my womed literarfr 

plci^fur^s, 



{ f 1 

pkafuwsr, lU citctwg^d at beft for th^ toil eCOTibiuoa» *y 
th« &uiy f>i ibe P^c|n befotre iqei a^d your rc^din^fs, Sir< 
to r^cieivq the p^^s I b^vc to lay befpre ypu, iadu^e^ ipc ta 
foaich every va<;^n| h^vw fipr thi3 ^ipplayioent. J tbink an^k 
beU^« lha( you bav^ not done ^ik ia a.cgeding to n^y oSer, 
Such objeft* eoliv^n the general fac« qf a N^wfpap^fi 
Uterary fubj^da foft«n the (eveYity o( po)it^cian$, ^d mA^i 
^ gloom of the im^ Al leff heavy, The air rf commend^ 
idUf moire fweetly toQ^ fenfe^; and from the hill of Pam 
nalfus we may heft eoQiipand a pi^Cpe^ of the ^aqd of 
Promife. 

I have feleftedtbu Poem* apd the notes which accom^f 
pahy it, above all the y^rkf; y^bicb batve appeared, for this 
plain reafon. In my judgmeni. it contains and concentrate^ 
the whole of general learning, 3$ conneQed with the welfare 
of the State, by precept, by example, by illufiration, by 
original intelled, and by the accurnulated wifdom of aif 
ages, brought home to the feelings and bofoms of nien, ii^ 
this hour of unexampled danger and impending defoUtion, 
£Io man of high charaQer and ability has ever denied hi^ 
approbation of the work in genera), and of all its prin*r 
^iples ; and the ridiculous* fcurrilou^ pamphleteers againft 
the Author, ihould have remained wholly unnoticed by bimi 
In their literary and moral capacity, I would only have n^adc^ 
nk of Davy's reply to hir* Jnfiic^ Shallom^ \yhen tha^ 
oracle of the law Tald, *• Ufe thefe perfonages w^l, for they 
are arrant knaves, Davy, and will backbite/'— •♦ Not worff^ 
than they are bitten, ypur Honour, for t^ey b?ve marveU 
lous foul linen/' ^ And here the matter Ihould havQ 
refied; but there are anomalies tp which xbp heft writera 
are fubjeQ. 

3^4 I wouli^ 

: ♦ Henry IV. Aft v. Scene i. 
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I would not have you think that I mean t^ occupy your 
Paper, or the public attention^ in literary controverfy and 
idle fquabble about claims fet up for the authorfliip. . Names 
have been hacknied and bandied about in 'the fervice, with 
which neither you nor I, Sir, have any the leaft concern* 
But it moft certainly appears from his own words, that the 
Author, whoever he may be, has a higher love and reve^ 
rence for the* academic inftitutions of Henry the Sixth, 
than for the gorgeous foundations of OUR great Cardinal^ 
In this I differ entirely from him ; but I mak^ no comment* 
Had he been acquainted with Chrift-Church, he would not 
have fpoken fligfatingly of its moft learned Dean. 

The Author of this Poem has, I think, precluded himfelf 
from preferment, by bold and hardy declarations. I fliould 
clo him diflervice, if I were ungenerous enough to hint at 
his talents, and my fufpicions of their pofleflbr. He has 
braved the Minifter of the day ; he has flood forth as his 
|)artial accufer, in fome few points, which, perhaps, he did 
not fully undejiland; but he has alfo ihewn himfelf his 
moft finccre, ardent, and eloquent defender. He fcattercd, 
indeed, fome light fumes of cenfure before the public 
altar, while, at the fame hour, he offered incenfe of high, 
but tempered fragrancy. In this difputed, or rejeSed feries 
of claims^ to the honour of this work, I am inclined to 
imitate the example of Hevelius^ and deprive them at once 
of all their boafted prcicnfions. The Hiftory of Science 
informs me that this illuflrious aftronomer, in his diftribu? 
lion of the lunar regions, apprehending a diffention among 
the philofopfaers about the divifion of lands, took away all 
their daims, and fubftituted other appellations of its diftrids 
^d feas, now found only on the furface of th^ mopn, tha 
|ea of tranquillity, and the haven of reft. \ would r^t^ief 
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call this Author hy the name of Aurelius^ Vindex^ or any 
other title, importing only what he has endeavoured to do 
for his country. The time of propofing chaplets for public 
fervices is paft ; and I am fure Mr. Er&ine would oppole 
4he revival of it, with one fingle exception. But there arc 
orators who will fwear by thofe who fell at the Boyne, or by 
the Nile, yet know not how to imitate their patriotifm, nor 
to profit by their example. There is, indeed, fom6 difiance 
between Gordon, Tooke, and Paine: but rhetoric has ealjr 
tranfitions ; it annihilates fpace, time, and circumfiance, and 
makes all confpirators and their defenders fafe and happy. . 

In the entrance to my fubjeft I have thought property 
enlarge, for I have much to offer hereafter. An exordimm 
was always allowed in the moft rigid age of Athenian forea« 
fie difcipline ; but in the profeffion which I have moft a€* 
fe6lionateIy at heart, a man feldom writes a pamphlet witli 
iippunity, but, I have obferved, a book never. My arnt^ 
tion therefore is not to load the compters, or adorn the 
•flielves of Mr. Stockdale or Mr. Wright: but I conceive 
that the bounds of a letter are not too widely extended Scar 
the range of a lawyer. There was a time when Dunning 
ai^d Junius yttrt efteemed fynonimous. 

I 2jfi of opinion, that the interefts of this kingdom will 
be bell maintained, as far as writing can maintain them, by 
well-judged appeals proceeding from a Newfp^per. Thcjr 
con&rm the wavering, but ftrengthen and confolidate the 
loyal and the good. That very mouth* which fpoke as ia 
fcorh of " the weekly eloquence of a Newfpaper,*' foun4 
)i to be the organic inllrument of thofe blails, by which a 
Miniftci* was hurried from his feat, and the fecurity of 
7|i^ h;.(vH[£;}T was ihaken* But other times ar^ now before 
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«ft ; and tbe tfte vAkck we venerate and iappwt» muft be 
looted deep» as biglu If our iky u hUck with thunderous 
cIo»dft» let k be fo froia Frwce alone: as they como^ fo 
let them be difperied, and returned. Thb King, anq 
THB Ministers oi ths Crown qp Grs^at Britain. 

M^% NOW ONB WITH THE PsOfti ; THII» INTBRBSX 
l^CALt THEIR GLORY CO^RXTENDEO* 

' Upon this principle, and for the perpetual memoiy of 
thefe doArines, I have now recourre to a commemaiy on 
Ae Poem before me. From this foiurce I {ball, according to 
my c^portunity and leifiure, prereot yo¥ with fome opinions 
which perhaps may concern the kingdom* It was well fai(i> 
that an hour may be tedious* but it cannot be long : I ihal) 
remember this, and when I write, I (haU generally be brief, 
snd only trouble you at intervals. When you are fatigued| 
I will defift ; but on this point I (ball hear no other voicQ 
but your own» whether monitory or imperious. 

In my opinion a man may deferve, and perhaps obtain, 
the love and thanks of his feIlow-fttbje£b, of any loyal de^ 
fcription, who is coDoe£led with them by principles, not by 
prejudices, I ana^ Sir, with mych eiteeai> your's, &c. 

HoiiATIOj ^ 



for iU MOBHIHO H£RALO, 
Oh tkc Poem <M4Tm Pum0it» op LixERAToait 



LETTER m. 



Phaiea Itifirtirxit Ump^dt isrranu 

Mr.EDltpA, Junes, 17^. 

Jn my firft J-etter, fpeaking of the French Philofophy an4 
its awful career, 1 obferved, that if it could not be re- 
trained, ^he words of Lord Bolingbroke would be veri- 
fied ; that *• tkU world muji become the Bedlam of every 
0thcr Jyjiem oj intelligent creatures'* But at that time J 
forgot the conclufion of his fentence, that it would be 
« with this unlucky circumflance, that they whg are mojl 
^flrf would govern, in things of the greateft moment, thofe 
p)ho are haft Jo'' The application of the words to our 
pwn country is evident, and it is a proud allufion. But 
»he noble declaimer would be fqrprifed to find them intro- 
iduced as an argument againft his firji Philofophy, and for 
»he very purpofe of " reftoring men to their fenfes" from 
Ihjt delirium, }t i« ^ long time Cnce his J-ordfliip and all 
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kn crew have been vanquilhecL Their fpirits, however, 
are ftill reding in the gulph of Jacobiiiirm» which they irft 
attemptedtodirctofe; and in Europe^but mofiof all in Great 
Britain^ the]c now lie canjauidtd^ tktmgk (I Cm) tmm0riaL 

^ We are aflured that we muft wage warfare unceafing ^sdnft 
the powers of darknefs, and thofe planetary plagues, which 
inihiff age have fickenej and infeCted the general air in 
which we breathe. 

Upon this principle I have engaged in a difcuflion of the 
Fo£M before me. The two main pofitions in it appear to be 
thele; ** I. A defence of the Conftitution of this kingdom in 
Church and State ; and n. Ajpenrral vindication of the Chrif. 
Man Religion, and of its beft auxiliary, found Literature.** 
Whati^er elfe is to be found in it, is in fome meafure fub. 
lervient to this main end*. This appears to me to be its 

' primary objefl and grand de&gn. Whether this building, 
|{U& impregnable fortrefs, is conftrufied with elegance in 
1^ proportions ; whether t|ie decorations are juft, and the 
harmony of the vbok prefervcd, is a queftion among fome 
perfons ; but it is no quefEipn at all with me, for I think 
that every rule pf art is ob&rved in it which can reafonably 
be required. In ipy future letters I (hall endeavour to Aew, 
by an indu6lion of particulars, that ** the Poem on the Pur- 
fuits of Literature is compofed and condu£led on a plan 
ycgqlar and methodical." A work, which all perfons read, 
can be indifferent tp few; yet, perhaps, when I attempt to 
prove this fiippofed conaeftion and unity of compofltion in 
the Poem, I may be numbered among thofe heated vifionaries 
and dextrous critics, who can find an allegory in Taffo, and 
morality in Ariofto. 

I do not even conceive the Author himfelf will thank nie,* 
I expeft' a polite fnecr, or fome claffical farcafra on my 
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Unginuiiy^, but I (hall not be <leterried« tliough h^ dioull 
kindly affigna whole Aoteto Horatio in any fubfeqocslt 
edition. Is not his work the public property? His motive* 
may be his own^ but his condu& is our concersi. I ca« 
trace his defdent from the features ; the complexion indeed 
may betranfitory, but the ftamina ofihe conftitmioh are the 
folid proofs of ftrength and life« I am not difpofed tf 
flatter, the Poet; it is : the matter, as well as the manner, 
wUch interefis and arreite me ; but I havealfo taken it up 1911 
a principle of grs^itude* ,.Had not this Poem ami its Notes 
appeared, I (hpuld halve drudged on in profeflional toH and 
dulnefs^ without a mufe to iufpire, or a prorpe£^ to cnlivea 
.me; but thanks to this Poet » I have contrived to divert a 
branch of the Permeflus to water the fbnim, ppprefled as I 
was by heatf and incommoded by dull. Wheq I have laid 
afide my cafes^ I npw turn to the reports of Greek and 
Latin Clerks, and clofe my evening with a (atisfaflion ta 
which I had long been a ftranger. 

But I {hould ill underftand the nature of an Addrefs t^ 
the Public, and the confequence of your Paper, if my fote 
view were to mark the relative diftances in the Literary 
Chart before me. ^ A mere Poem, or a Satire, however 
Baifbci, would have drawn Jittle of my attention^ X wou|4l 
not write a comment on the Baviad. I care not for all tlie 
uoit/?d authors of the Delia Ciufca; the flate and peace o£ 
the world may exift undifturbed, though the purity of the 
whiteft and finefi paper {hould be violated by fonnets to 
owls, and epigrams on rats. I am g^hd Mr. Gij^or4 has 
flapped away their nonfenfe ; and there let them reft. Bi^ 
as for the patrons of ath^ifm, and the diCorganizers of fo- 
ciety, it is not fo with them. They have many names, ai\d 
manyfhapes, all terrible, all vigilant; and they reduce or 
amplify them, in their own Pandemonium, as bed fuits their 
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kowfcmsnat, or tbnr oitportumigr* like iike «e<2«i]^ 
Defties, iheir Ifarines mte now ]d«ced ivitkin tbe sUtiosit 
§uAuwj ; and iviiiledie oacks af the ipiimal hec^emfiii 
ive dumb* tbe wovdft of deceit and bla^hemy HToe fr<vn tte 
PanAeen. Of their myfteiy, it cannot yet be pcoBounced^ 
^ It is finiflied i'*- ether fealt will be opened; Mid otfaer 
Iniflipets will foiind* 

I had intended in (his ktter to b^iii and oonifideat ib6 
«ialylts of the Firft Dialogue of the Purfusts of Litosttiinej 
^sfter I had declared tny opinion of the general defign of ifas 
-wliole woi4l» But I would fay fotnefhing previoufly .4m tbtf 
nature of originnliiy in writersi and of ifnitation^ w^hich 
fiave been too -generally mifapprehended. Yet upon leeond 
thoughts, I would rather refer to Dr. Huri's Treatifes on 
that fubje£t« To their (Ireogth and extent little ean be 
'added, and nothing to their preci(ion« A icboiar^ms^ >ta 
-charged with negleft in bis refearches, Who fpeabs >t>n 4hi« 
topic without having perufed them. A% to the ftd)je£l ^ 
originality^ it is matter of Gottiplaint^fhat^weihaive .little of it 
-amonj us« Is this a realdefed? ^ndisit-anamputation'Oti 
the cl^afier of the time ? They who ^anctmoft eminent for 
genius 'feem difpofed, by their anions, to think oiheawile^ 
iLet me fpedi'briefly on'this. I:Bm in OTder^fiir^orl AduU 
tather fay^ 1 amniot traviflling out of theireeord^ 

^e have been told twitlSr Tome appearante of truths ^nA 
-with more confidenee, that the prefent j^ abounds in ^ta^ 
lems, but is Tiot diftingulflied iby ^genius. Perhaps the 
eflays<ff individuals, the efforts of focietfcs^ the combiaa^i 
lions lof profeflions, and national inilitutions without itbe 
imerference of the State, may in fome'CMafure*. make good 
the opinion. There is indeed a love of paradox^ aBd<a paf^ 
Son forvariety. Old fubjefls appear 'befoie* us \ti new 
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t^s ; ^t Ita^ little %{tne tot ex«tttkt^tioti, atidt flffilefi %f 
i^BeSroh. Tht titigdotft througk all k$ dcpaartifieaes, ifl 
e<^ fortrefs J)oKticai and Hteraiy, is taktn ty forprire. 
t%e Slffl^/, as wc fed and Bcpkir^, is ^rkeMtl at bovne; 
^ ^ttd th^ ttiaj^fly of imried" Skahjpeare waflct only ift 
his galltrfy ; there kideed it j>affes, fcut will not fpeakt 

It was an. ancient complamt, that the Syrian flream haA 
fiowed iiHO tke Titef. The mannef«, tlie philofojfliy, the 
tdrf ujitioft, ¥hc Idjttity, atid the hmguage of the Eaft tatf» 
fioWn With the cnwtfnt tH Orontes, and the Roman dignity 
^» ft5fcrkged in Ori^^tial eflfertiinacy. We fej«re iflipHoVel 
iipbn tbe thought ; totid, with afti honeft fimplrcity, cattchdft 
ftat the fttne fountain can nevfer fend forth waters fweet adi 
bitter. We forget thA t%e properties df the foil, throtiglli 
Vhich they paf j, may tihange. 

We admire. With raereafed rei^'etence, the wondeafdl 
imd falritary frateM? of Our CohfMttition, Rights, and Li* 
bertics; and we ^i»e dttermined fnote ¥han ever to fup- 
port and uphold, with «ttr beam, hands, and proptirtjr, 
the hcrcditar^y dignity of the Throne of thefe Irakis* 
in the wooda^ «nd by^fhe foeams of 4i€tmany^ they w«xe 
firft found : -and ^hen 'they were ihaben, we ealled te 
that ^otinSvy lor <>tir ^referv^s, ^nd flic^r v^recc^alitiutei 
lo^SbS-. l4i-our<owfvd]iys,<fr(if&!tbe^aiiie<iriginal, vehai^ 
anhabit4!ialmdFality,atld.^s many have li««d'to acknoW*. 
le<i^)^^q^i/fii;^iay^ in the highoft and iaioft illuftri^t 
*€5¥Lati^a-teiir - xvii ■ cms ^^rC' are vfocMI "xCrHVonPO^Mr ~4 xue 'iiii Oosev 
the rays are refle^ed from this orb, the more-^e^ihatf rejoice 
in^he iHamihatkint JUdrdftl^v^KBe^tolird ikfp. Ih Iketature 
it (houia fddoih^fe thfe cafe ; ' in OUr idfSmas, -p^hdps never. 

-Biit'the v^fl«Jtih^ybfifolt*elt*n4s'Wcr*fcJftteg<he fcene. 
"ima While ]|erfius k ff^aplng/talerits are alElive, Mr.45HE- 
ililD AK| in the intervals of bujintfs (and no man ever marked 
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Aem with greater elegance and felicity] between the^ <iA* 
canery of Iaw» and the comforts of privilege, between the 
Wood-Nymphs of Surrey^ and the Satyrs of Drury Lane* 
with the touch of Midas and not a little of his judgment, has 
felt the nature and pulfe of the time. He has had recourfe 
to. a miracle, inftead of wit, and has fuc.ceeded accordingly^ 
He has laid (lege in the covert way, with far more General- 
Ibip than his eloquent friend (a); and to a moft profound fkill 
ef the taflics of a theatre he has joined the ftratagems of 
asorality. With a South-American tragical Pantomime on 
Cerman{i) ground, and with a tirade of brilliant, patriotic, 
and loyal fentiments, in all the pomp oi phrafeologyf (which 
no man can better command or defpife than himfelf) he has 
wifely abandoned the originality of his claflic chara£ler| 
and by one mailer ftroke, has efie£lually overcome that 
LODGED RELUCTANXE, which theatrical fplendour could 
not allure, nor the lapfe of time fubdue, or abate* {c} 
Nan anni dotauere decern^ domuii Pizarro! 

I too, Sir, having nothing of my oWn to give you, and 
yielding to the fancy of the day, am content to work orf 
another man's labours, and turn Commentator. . Happily^ 
if I have a genius for epifode^ I may fafely indulge it, (as I 
probably -fliall,) and yet preferve a confiftency of charaften 
As I admire the unfhaken refolution and convenient dialect 
tics of Mr. Secretary Windham, I could wifli to borrow a 
little of his (kill in the mode of attack, and in the diftribu^ 

(fl)Mr. Fox. 

{b) Pizarro^ a play from KoTZ£BU'JB.r Mr. Sheridan *s 
own Critic is the levereft comment pp )^Pizarro4 

(c) See the Play-bill of Drury»lane Theatre on the jth 
June, 1799« when Pizarro was a&ed by the Royal Com< 
mand* .«. 
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lion of the extraordinaries of the lighter militia. But my 
accounts may be laid upon the table without expence, or the 
creation of a fingle new office. The bufmefs of the public 
prefsis very old, and if it is carried on as in former times, 
and as it Qiould be, I hope it will be continued. I am a 
plain, honeft volunteer in the fervice of the King and the 
Country, and in the true fpirit of all our corps, have, nei» 
ther my coat, nbr my arms, from his Majefty's Minifters. 

In my next letter, I fliall enter upon the immediate dif- 
cuffion of the Poem. I have before claimed the privilege 
of a Commentator, which I fliall exercife. The fields in 
which I have liberty to range at large are thofe of politics 
and literature, however diverfified and extenfive. But if 
any man thinks differently, he may enjoy his opinion with- 
out any blame, or even notice from me. I am only fpeaking 
my own fentiraents, which may be wrong or defeftive ; but 
I am riot contending for the maffery. I fliall now relieve 
your attention for the prefent, (I hope never to fatigue it) 
with a lively remark of the late Ix)rd Orford, which I 
have an intereft in recommending to all perfons. •' I will 
never difpute about any thing-^w/ Law ; for there one has 
as much chance as another of getting the better, without 
reafon." 

I am with much efteem, Sir, &c. &c. 

Horatio. 



N. B. The Continuation of thefe Letters could not be 
found by the Publiflier. 



MEMORANDUM. 

A Collection ^ Papxm, UHraty and Political^ 
called •• CH^LHiB^tAVA,'* was pubtijhed, fomc tme 
ago, from^ the Originals printed in the MorninO 
C^RONICLE in September, VSlober, and November 1799; 
and thefollowing Jeux d'Efprit, Letters, &c. .have been 
ci^UeSed., from the Herald and MoKiiiNGCHKomQlZt 
relating to Mr. Chalmers and his various Writin^s^ 
iin4 nay ferve as an Appendix to the former. 

Thj; PUBLISIUR* 

^^ Lay thou thy leaden Mace upw me^ (CHAlMCits)— 
Jf m^ die kftf Uirn^d dovMt wi^e I left reading f'^ 

Ji^ius Caefari Aft 4; 



MORNING HERALD, FeJf.2% i8oo- 



A LITERARY OPERA; 

Mif. Editor, Soho Square^ FeL %j^. 

In imitation of the celebrated politic*! adaptation of the 
Serenata of Acis and Galatea to Mr. Pitt and Lor* 
Loughborough, &c, inTaE Pursuits ^Literature, 
Sir J. Banks intends Ifeortly to gratify his friends with the 
reprefentation of 

THE LITERARY OPERA 

Of 

SEMIRAMIDE IN LONDRA, . 

It is expeSed to be well attended, as Sir Jofeph has caft thd 
parts with the happiell efied, and the fcene$^ are finilhed m 
^ higheft tafte, 

C % SEMI4 




SEMIRAMIDE IN LONDRA, 

The Characters. 

Scmifamis, - - . Mr. M— th— s. 
Seleuco, . - . Mr. W. G— r— RD, 
Arface, ... Mr. S. P— rc— l/ 
Azema, ... - Mr. C — n — ng. 
Mitranc, ... Lord A — lsb — ry. 
Oroe, High Pfifsft of the Tenip|c, Dr. R— nn— l. 
The Ghoft of Ninus, - Mr. Ch — lmers. 
Painter and Machinift, by the Rev. St— rN W — ST — N» 
Taylor, Lofd M hi. 

^^j^^^^/Ballet Matters (for that evening only) by Major R— NN — t 

y^^^ ' .. "'^d Mr. DR-N0-H, 

Chorus of Citizens and Magicians, by Mr. T — ke, C — ^t 

R D, Mr. D E, Mr. H ns, Dr. Sh ^w, 

Dr. G-: — Y, Mr. N s, Mr. B d, Mr. C H, 

Mr. H E, Dr. B— y, &c. 

The Chorufles will be compleat, and the Charafters la 
the appropriate coftume. 

Sir J. B. has fpared no pxpejice, and the Performers have 
been very diligeijt. Mad. Banti and Meffrs. RovedinQ 
and Viganoni have given leflbns to Mr. M — th — s. Dr. 
R— nn— L, and Mr. Ch— l^— R?; but great doubt isen- 
^rtainecj of fheir voicts^ not of their (kill. But the literary 
Conofcenti hope that the Trio at the end of the Firft Aft 

will be delivered with furprjfing effeft. Mr. M th s is 

faid to be very perfeft in his addrefs to the SpeSre, «* Ombra 
tremenda e car^r and Mr. Ch— lm— rs is quite terrific in 
the •• Arjace^ voglio vendetta; fatigue vogVio da tej* 
Signor Braghj&ttj ba$ declared that he canno^ exceed the 
Knight, apd ipcan^ to aft with Mr. C—*^ leaden mace, in- 
Aead of the truncheon, in future. Mr. M— th— s is faid 

particularly 
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particularly td have ftudied the grand Bravura of " A Comfnr 
gid vo Vimprtfa^ &c." and Sir Jofeph has approved his 
manntr at the laft Rehearfal. 

The addrefs of Stmiramis to the High Prieft of the 
Temple, " Sacro Inierprcti~de Numiy" M-as given at 
the Rehearfal in the true ftyle by Mr. M — XH — s and the 
Tomb Scene had all the fombre colouring of Voltaire^ and 
Lorenzo da Ponte, Poet to the Opera Heufe. 

Lord S-r-LSa — RY and the*B— p of D— *rh-tM have re- 
quelled Sir J. B. that the Opera and Dances may finifH befort 
twelve o'clock. 

Nobody will be admitted to the Rehearfa(l but the Seleft 
Committee of the new Royal Inflitution. The Robm will 
be warmed by Rumfbrd ftoves, and the refrefliments as 
ufual. Lord Galloway and the Connoijfeuri of ike Lower 
Bench at the Opera have favoured Sir J. B. with their 
ideas. — Great intereft is making for Tickets.— The Dances 
will be " Les Jeux d'EgU Literairey and Telemaque dans 
njle deCalypfor 

N. B. The Rehearfal of the Opera will be in the New 
Rooms of the Royal Institution, in Albemarle- ftrcet. ' 

Between the a£ls, an air in the original Greek will be 
fungby Dr. R — nn — l, accompanied by the Organifi of the 
Temple. Some Latin fianzas,by Mr. M — th— s, fct tomu- 
fic by the late Mr; Anthony Storer, with a melody by Haydn, 
and the amorous Soliloquy of Queen Elizabeth, on her 
unfortunate attachment to Shakefpeare, cortpofed by Mr. 
Ireland, and harmonized by Greatorex, will alfo be fung 
as part oF the Entertainment, by Mr. Ch — LM — rs. 

Further particulars will be given in a future letter, by 
your friend, Q. in the Pit at the Opera Houfe. 



MOANING CHRONICLE, March 21, 1800. 



SALE OF 
A LITERARY VESSEL EXTRAORDINARY. 

Mr. Editor, March 17, xSooi 

"When I was at Lloyd's on Saturday laft, I obferved afl 
extraordinary Advertifemebt hanging up in the room of 
A SHIP FOR SALE, which occafioned much fpeculation 
ainong the mercfaaBts and captains, and no fmail confufion 
9XDQt\g the ^ndcr^wriUrs. I took a copy of it, which I 
tranfmit for yoiir afiQufement and that of your readers. 

Iatn» Sir, your's, faithfully, 
. . J. LoCKt£&« Junior, Stvorn Broker 

Extraordinary. 

for ACCOUNT of WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, 8ct. 

A LITERARY VESSEL FOR SALE* 

A veflel of very great Burthen called 
THE REVENGE! 

America built, but not of live oak or cedar, fquare-flerlied, 
figure head — Mac-Junius-Boyd, copper-iheathcd, bur- 
then 850 tons meafurement by regifter, with complete 
papers^ though not abundantly fpund in good Jl ores; will 
te fold with all her kentlidge, leaden fliot, balls and guns 
which are in excellent condition, htr powder and provijions 
excepted, which are fo damaged as* to be good for nothing. 

She 



8!te h Capable of mating a voyage to inMa, or atnf odiea^ 
part of the worlds cognita' 6t iHc^gfdid^ tor tiUfary 
purpofes. Government having ftdfurithtf 'oCcafion xxfhattvet 
Jvr her, (he is ordered to be broke ttp Immediately, if tioi 
difpofed of in a few days, liovf lying in tht mtdtttki 
Stratford Stairs^ CfioRCE Chalm£RSj Gommanderf 

For inventories and Other patticufers 6? Bet idiing ip^I^ 
to Thomas EGSRtokr Btdker^ at ^Vhitehall Stairs. 

K^ B. Hermiire caigo will be fold in lots^ confifling of 
the following particulars^ viz. 

No. 1. Several Bales of E/iimates, &c. drawn up for the 
meridian of the Treafury* 

No. 2* 154 Bags of Sonnets and inftrufilions of various 
Jiinds for literary traders and others, marked Shakfpeare^ 
Elizabeth^ Puttenham, Marfton^ &c« 

Wi?. 3* 4000 Bales of Apologies^ Supplemental Apolo* 
gt>j, Supplemental Pojlfcripti ^xid^ Supplemental Appendixes 
to Supplemental Apologies^ all unopened and frefh, worked 
off on the Commander's own patent JheetUead^ very ufeful 
for foreign exportation, there being no demand for home 
confumpdon. They will be foifnd valuable to [an) ex* 
treme for ballaft, wadding, or in cafe of an attack by a 
French privateer, the Jheet-lead may eafily be rolled up and 
ufed as bullets. 

No. 4. 2000 bales of the fame Apologies, &c* worked 
oS on paper ^ for the vulgar purpofes of life, fit for boiling 
down again if the ink is extra£led ; or they may be ufed 
for heating coppers or ovens, or for foreign office-paper 
and trade. 

No. 5. Various inftruments of torture, thumb-fcrews, 
with the Duke of Alva's inftruftions how to ufe them; feve- 
jral cafks of gall-bladders, pitch and tar, coarfe fulphur, dried 

C 4 fpiders» 



Riders, feols-capst blind-worms ftings, &c. &c« and other 
implements of literary warfare. 

With various other particulars ; lifts of which may be 
bad of St. Barbe. T. Rowcroft» and other literary Broken 
in the City. 

If I (hould go in the City on the day of fale, perhaps I 
may fend you an account of it. Your's, 

J. Loc&Y£&» Junior, Sworn Broker 
Extraordinary. 
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MORNING HERALD, April id, iSoo. 



A LITERARY FUNERAL! 

Mn Editor, March 14, iSoo^ 

I HAVE the melancholy office to acquaint you, that, ,<m 
Wednefday lafi, an eminent Literary Undeitaktr was feni 
for to prepare for the obfequies, and finally to /older up 
the remains of the late Apologist for the dramatic 
Ireland^ who depart^ for Ewzkjrom the world cf learmn 
ing^ common fenfe^ and good manners^ at the Library of 
MnT. Eoerton, WhitcbaH, on Tuefday the nth of 
March, i8oo. The body of the deceafed was carefull3r 
wrapped up in many coverings of his own Jheet lead^ and 
fecured in a ftrong patent coffin of the tbickeft and moft 
impervious lead^ made by Mr. T. Jar Vis, at Charing Crofs^ 
the Patentee. It is intended to be interred in the courfe 
of nexr week, after it has Iain in fiate for one whole dajr 
at Mr. Egerton's, in the Cemetery near^ Norfolk.ftreet 
in the Strand. The Proceffion will be nearly as follows z-^^ 



THE ORDER 

or 

THE LITERARY FUNERAL 

OF THE LATE 

GEORGE CHALMERS Esquire, F.R.S. & F.S.A. 
and Chief Clerk of the Board of Trabe and Pl an- 
imations. 

I. 

A Selefi Committee from all the Proprietors tfnd WorkeN 
9li the Liud»Mines throughout England^ .preceded by the 

Saturnia!!^ 



t ^ 1 

Saturnias Vifgitts frecft iht Peak of Derby^, «twoand t^ffo, 
fcattering flowers of fulphur and ^ovidercdjligar of kodf 
ibeir caps of the fame mctal^ dyed black* 

2. 
*'A Depulation from the Dramatic Iittorporatioti of the 
Hfwn of Stratford upon Avon, bearing the Inlignia of Wi la 
IkiAM SHAK!!KraAR]£, the Love Devices of QueeaELisA* 
ftiTBFy and the jealous Dirge of Anna HAtHAWAV» all in 
tanbleinatic gowns^ with ornaments of mdck mulbenryi 
diaonting in CaiitD (enho the affefikig Cygnea Caniio d 
Leland. Before them witl be eanrted the Standards of 
Comedy and Tragedy inverted, and German Farce. uium^ 
ybant* 

a* 

The GaAer^ Clartocieux» and Nor roy» Kings at Arim^ 
with the PoitenlHs^ Rouge- Crbix* lUnigt^Dragon^ and 
Btandie^Lion, Parfoivanls from the Golteg^ of Heralds^ with 
die Advocates^ Pro(l<irs«ApparitOrS|dnd R^giftrar s» from the 
Frovifllce of . Canterbury ; HEMkT St£EV£NS, G^Oit&A 
^a&TLiHG, arid Robert Jehnkr Efquires bearing Co« 
pies, blazoned, of all the Wills and Documents of the 
A3ors in the time of Shakspeare^ illuminated, andabe 
Signature o{ SuAKSpkARE himferf^ darkened^ 

The CRAMMAfic At Banner f 

Ornamented with points, commas, colons^ and fymbolic 
reprefentations of articles, conjunflions, and fubjun£Kvc 
moods, in Chiaro Ofcuro^ bt)rne by two Efquires, in the 
)iabits and night-caps of the l^e. Ef>WARD Dycke *and 
Thomas Dilwohth; SpeUing Maft^rs, and Critical Pre, 
f^c«flbrs of the profound Apologist! 

^•Tho 
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The Apology, the Supplemental Apolog*, tie 
Postscript, and the Supplemental Appenimx to the 
SUPPLEMENTAL ApoLOGVi bound in €iony and iead^ 
begirt with ftrong efaibkiaiatic dtfps of pewter and brafs^ 
firiped with bkrck> and taffds depending, borne onardve- 
teen cu&ioi» o( Iriih embroideryf hy Mr« Eg£&tok« 
BookfeUer, unaccompanied. The Volumes to be dejp&ed 
in the Vault with the lamented Author* 

IF. 

A Scroll, repitfenting thejU Literary Htrmeipkra^ 
dites, the Creation of the ♦ Apologift, and Sketched by the 
Miltonic pencil of Fus£LX^ inhi^wildeft manner; borne by 
the Rev. Robert Navies, the RcV.William B^loe, and 
the Gentlemen of the Britifli Mufcfem, where the Scroll 
is to be depofited after the €cren<ony, infcribed with the 
Definition of a* Document by Dr. Johnson, viz* 
" A Precept infolentty &ntki>ritative^ magifieriAlly Jag^ 
matical^ andfiUmnly irifiing!*^ 

Mr. J. GiFFORD, Mr. J. Bowles, with a large Depti« 
iatten from Ihe Scotch, American, andlHQi Literary Meet- 
ings, and tht Condu3ors of the Anti- Jacobin Review^ fai 

oieep mourning and figbing at ev^ry ft^, *' Alas, my Br<^ 

iOierr' 

a. 

The Matter of the Stratford Mews, leading the War- 
iloRSE whereon tHs Lord of articles, conjusflionsi and 
j)repo£itions^ rodein*ftaee Uf Canjlitutwn HiH, in the dayi 
.<»f his high.bearing4 and the 'figure of the. Apolqgjst, in 
compltat armour iff lead^ laige as the life, feaied.on k« 

M See the late Mr» Chalmers's Supplemental Apology, p. 4^. 



Isaac Reed» Efq. bearbg the imagei of the late Georci 
St££V£NS, half-muffied. Critical Grooms and Equernes, 
inarching two and two. 

9- 
Chief Mourners ! ! ! 

The Executor of Hugh M'Aulay, Boyd Junius, 
and the Rcprcfentative of the unknown Author of the 
Pursuits of Literature. Pages in rich purple beariitg 
their trains* 

ID. 

THE BODY!!! 



Chalmiks! 



Literato 
Deeeffit, I 
, Ma.t. xi. 
iSoo. 



Enclofed and fccured in one of Mr. T, Jarvis's molt 
fiupendous Patent Coffins, as mentioned before; with 
emblems of the Saturnian Age, efcutcbeons, and apolo- 
getical Hieroglyphics: to be carried by twelve of the 
firongeft IriOi and Scotch Bearers, the weight of it being 
cxceffive. 

The Pal! will be fupported by the Earl of Liverpool in 
his robes of Council, affilled by Sir Stephen Cottrell Knt. 
Mafter of the Ceremonies, William Fawkener and John 
Reeves Efquires, followed by all the Clerks of the Council 
Office, the Board of Trade^ and the Treafury, two and two, 
^ . in 
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In fpotted mantles and inky cloaks, bearing their pfns 
yeverfed. 
The Infcriptibn on the Plate of the Coffin wi}} be, ^ 

Saturnus, posito diadem ate 1 

The Proteftant Requiem will be fung by the Honourabitt 
jSociety of Monthly |?.eviewers and Britifh Critics; and 
^HE LEADEN Mace wiU be depofited i^ the f^me vault, 
^fterthe Grand Hereditary Literary Marfhal of England has 
fieclared, in dp^ form and fdlemnity, the flyle, title*, 
ineritSy and atchievements of the deceased Apologist^ 
DOW j^OR ever compounded with worms ^nd duft. 
I am, with attachment, Sir, your's, 

pESICNATOR, 

P. S. I Ihall probably pn a futufjp ^2Ly fend you an 
jiccount of the Interment, the Will of the Apologist, and 
9 fetch of the Monument intended for him, and Infcription, 
recording his merits, literary attainments, and charafler. 

An additional Requiem will be Jung in all the Literary 
(Catholic Chapels in England^ Scotland^ and Ireland^ 
Jpr fh^ repofe of the foul oj the l^tc George Chalmers! 



JbfQRNING CHRONICLE, April m, i3oo^ 



TTU APOLOGIST and the SOVEREIGN ^ 
WORDS OF COMFORT. 



•• M Regnum ct Diadema tutum 

Deferens illis, propriamquc Laurumr^ 



Ta tU EDITOR q[ iH UORmm eHftONIClE. 

i HAVE juft heard (and I ac^quaint you imniediately with 
the pleafing inteUigence) that the celebrated Mr. GeoRGS 
Chalmers, F. R. S. S. A* fo converfant in Poetry and 
all the Purfuits of Literature (though naturally jealous 
of every Mace^ golden, leaden^ or imperial), has juft 
written a Poem of Angular weight and merit. The name 
of the Work is, •• A Confolatory^ Poetical^ and Fifcal 
Epijle to Charles Small Pybus, M. P. one of the 
Lords Commiflioners of the Treafury^ Imperial Poet of all 
the Ruflias, Vicar-General of the great Northern Bear, and 
Polar Star hirafelf to all the Lords of the Treafury, Trade, 
and Plantations/' 

Th« 
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, Th^ AppJogetic^ Bb!^ oongr^ulfi^^ his. iogegi^ouf U^^ 
Broliier Mr. PyaU:! (ji^r mobile! J qii /^ 4^k:aus timei i^ 
which he has chofen that his Hvains JhoifM S<^ ^^^^^k^M 
attentive lar of the Rp^^an C^$ar; and comforts him with 
his <)wu cjsample and the curious felicity of his own choice 
o( fubjefis. The Apologift next holds forth his own mag- 
Vawniiy us ao ohje£t of imHaiLc3in» 4X)4 repoi^iQenfls Mr^ P* 
to havea compli^ fi^it of lea4en armpui^ io which he tn^f, 
defy, a^ be himfel{ has done^ the flings and arrows of 
every fenfible and iageaioi^s mafi in. tl^e t:i^d9m« H^ then 
adverts to the Chalmcri^nfl m^ the Letter iii that c9lIeS;ip^ 
%ne4 Af^TiiNOB., apd t/elJls the fifc^ P<>Pt in L^tin, w^iicli 
^ not yery fwilw to. i,he -/^ojpgi^ " /^g/G ciiuc^u 
pretium retuli^fed tu piadema^!" ^^ ^ids hiip^ he of 
good courage, and, as the Latin Jit is on him, he puts him 
10, mind of the Emperor Fraiw^is. ^e JEjnferor S£Llii« 

Prelum Pav LLUM, fuper^ntis S^Varrow.^ 
The Apologift h^ worked off privat^ for hi^ fd/^ndf 
a few copies ia bis oyf^Jkx^typt^ of ihe piAr,e,fl Derby lead 
font of letters. At the i^w^ time with, fom^ 9pok>gy 
for his own condu£l (which be is not apt to make) he 
laments his own inconfRlerate oSer of invelligating the 
abufes. in tb^ copp€% w^rlf?, as £9 ?^i^b is now ij/ecefffry 
tp perpetiiate the heads of the Treafujy X-prds; a^ in p^r^ 
t^cular» as h^ l^nows thsit bis own d^Pg^^ is ^igb, fro^ the 
©editated attack pf Mr. Kt|, by a Ta;t pn his favpurite 
VP^^SdXp P? hints that be fliall neither get love npr mpnty^ 
fejr thefe 95 for any of his feiviccs^. but tbc^ amar pcdrut^ 
^% pwe difinterefted regard to his Country outweighs with 
tum all lenle of private propriety in any thing be does, 
\ feu. tf9^y fend W^ ^ fye^ifflpa of Mr- G«:pii«« 

... ,CMA|->ft£as'* 
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CttALMEKs's beft lieroic Urfine and At&ic verfes, at a 
future opportunity, which you will honour with your 
purttcular attention* 

I am» Sir» your's, &c. 

Barbaooro. 

p. S. You will perhaps be furprtfed^ after I have fcen 
llhe afie3ing and melancholy public narrative of ^ The 
LtTERARY FuNERAt oj the late G. Chalmers, Efq. 
&c^ and the order of the procejfion obferved in it/' that n% 
fliould revifit the gtimpfes of the Moon and Stars in the 
poetical hcmifphere, and •' make night hideous/* But fo 
ii is ; and I can account for it on no other principle than 
Macbeth'$ when Banquo rofe at the feaft ; 

•• The times have been, * 

That, when the brains were out,* the man would ^e* 
And there an end ; but now, they rife again 
With twenty mortal gaflies on their crown.-*-* 
This is more ftrange''-*-^r-(Than poem, funeral^ 
Or e*en bis own Apologies.) 

MEMORANDUM!. 

Imuftadd, the alarm that Lord Liverpool has fuf- 
fered from the apparition is very great, and he begins to 
believe in the Scottifli Second Sight, Several eonfukationt 
have been held at the Council Office. Secretary Fawke- 
ner, and Chief ^M^iVtf Reeves were appointed to watch* 
lafi Tuefday night, on the platform near the Park : <• The 

buried 



♦ Evidently Mr. C/s cafe, from jtll his publicationsi 
«ven befort bis deceaji^ 
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iitried Mdjefly of Gz6viGZ certainly appeared;" for Hk^if 
both t6id me, (as Horatid did tcf riaralet), whe'ii I alked 
Ihem, in words of fear and wild amazement ; 

" A Figilre, like j^reai ChalmeHs^^ 
Armed at point, in Itdi^ aH cap-a-p£, 
Apjpi^'d before us» aod with folemn m^rch 
Went flow ^d ftateiy by ui ! thrice he Walk'd^ 
By oiir opprefs'd, and fear-fiirprifed eyes 
Within his Mace's length; whilft we, difltiird 
Alraoft to Jelly with the a^ of fear, 
Stood dumb aiad (pake not to himi" 

I hope Secretary ^awkeijer, and Chief Jiiftice ]^£EVi^ 

WiJJ exGufe my revealing to you, Sir, what " to me iri 

dreadJiXlJetftcy impart they did I'* I fliall fliortly acquaint 

you what happened on the lii^ht when Lord Liverpool 

himfeJf hatched yrith his friendj ^ohn Re£VeS, and give 

you the repori his Lordlhip made to " the Angels and 

Minivers of grace whc defend us,** I me9n Mr, Pitt, Lord 

Grenville, Mr. J3und$s, and Mr. Windham, and others 

who doubted the faft^ Mr* Pitt, contrary to his cuftom, 

kas quite obftinate about it. 

Barbadoro. 

(Counterfigned) Scevola* ' 
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MORNING CHRONICLE, June lo, i8o<f. 



BARBADORO's SECOND LETTER. 



The Apparition ofrvL^ Ghost of the late Mr. George 
Chalmers in the PrecinSs of the Treafury. 



To the EDITOR of the MORNING CHRONICLE. 

Sir, 

On my return the other night from the Tragedy of De 
Montfort, which I confider as one of the chef d'oeuvres 
of the modern drama in the clofet, though not upon the fiage, 
after having paid a fecret homage to the genius of the Au- 
thor, and to the talents of Mr. Kemble and Mrs. Siddons, 
I funk into a moral reverie on the paflion of Hatred^ exem- 
plified by this great writer. Perhaps the Author has afcribed 
more to it than it can produce in its own nature ; but as I am 
not writing a Critique on the Play, I only wifli to obferve 
how Death clofes all our enmities, and with what calm and 
compofed affeftions wc view the objefis of them when they 
are no more. 

In the world of Letters this i is eminently confpicuous; 
but in no inftancc more ftriking than in that unfeigned 
rcfpcft wbicbis fo univerfally paid to the Memory of the late 
Mr. George Chalmers, after his Literary Interment^ 
and the funeral honours which he received in thofe obfe- 
quies, which it was my melancholy lot to view as they 
pafled, and the Account of which I read, and can atted 

the fidelity of the Narration. 

When 
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Wheii he wa^ committed to the geiieral Receptacle, id 
ihe grave of Oblivioti, inclofed in leaden ^cearments, ali 
his Virtues bloflbmed afrefli in the minds of ali his friends^ 
and he was no Idnger an objeft of hatred, contempt, or 
diflike. I hear now of his mildnefs, his amiable temper^ 
his lively fancy^ his forgiving difpofition^ his calninefs and 
patience, without one irritable or irafcible propenfity, of 
his modefty and delicacy, with every virtue which could 
dignify and adorn the fcholar and the man. There \i 
an application (hortly to be made to the new Pope 
Chiaramonte to canonize George Ghalmers« fince 
his deceafe; and it is hoped that Monfignor Erlkine* the 
Legate hercj will not exercife too rigoroufly the office 
of the Avocato di Diavolof, when the late Apologift's 
oerits are to be fcrutinifed. The general forrow at 
his departure is exceflive; and (as it happened after ih6 
Death of Caefar, when Marc Antony opened and read Hii 
Will to the Romans) the public aflfefl^on has encreafed for 
the memory of that great and good man Mr. Geor^d 
Chalmers. 

I know a perfon who has perufed the lafl literary Will 
and TfiStAMENT of this great Scholar^ and. who will cer* 
tainly prefent the public with si Copy df it, faithfully iran- 
fcribed from the Original, and who intends 16 tranfmit it 
to you, with other documents and particulars. 

Ill my opinion-; the Spirit of Arbuthnot hiitifelf is 
tioW hovering over the College, with all his wit and learning* 

Da But 



* Whether he is a relation of the great and eloquent, 
layvyer I cannot fay.-^^The Publifher* 

t In a canonization this officer is employed to Jhew cauj^ 
againfl; any Saint who is propofed to be added to tw 
Calendar* . 
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Bttt aft it it the cuftom of people utterly to foi^et a(I they 
lave hitherto read of tke late Mr. Chalmers's Works/ 
they may now look with eagernefs for the more important 
iketches and improvements, of whichi I hear, he has tett 
fpecimensi and annexed to the fchedules which he has be* 
queadbed to his literary friends, and which are Ihortly to 
be laid beCore the public. 

At prefent. Sir, all my bufinefs is to tranfinit to you, al 
1 promifed fome time ago, a genuine copy of the Letter 
which was written by Lord Liverpool to Mr< Pitt, 
When he watched with Chief Juftice Reeves on the night 
when ** tke buried Majejly of Gaorge" appeared on the 
Pialform near the Treafury< Any original leuer from one 
great Siatefman to another is highly valuable; and the 
foilowingi which is as awful as it is true, will hereafter 
be preferved from the reconis of the Council Office by the 
Dalrymplea of another age* 

If you have the ilighteft doubt of the originality of the 
Letter, in my next I will inform yon on what teftimony 
its authenticity is efiabJifhed. 

I am. Sir, Your's very troiy, 

Barba1)oro^ 

[N. B. We are forry to delay the inferiion of Lord 

Liverpool's Letter to the Right Honourable W. Pitt, 

Chancellor of the £xchequer, containing his Lordjhip's 

Account of the Apparition of the Ghost of the late 

Mr. George Chalmers, but it iball appear very (hortjy.] 



\ N^ B. Th^ Remainder of thefe Papers unfortunaielj 
cannot be found. 

CHALMERIANORUM FINIS 



Jacet Avonio nunc litNf^TtMfcmt, 

Jivol/umque humeris caput g etfine nomine corpus / 
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BRAVE INTELLIGENCE from PARNASSUS! 

OR, 
A MEW POEM F«oM THi TREASURY!!! 



To the EDITOR of the MORNING CHRONICLE. ' 

LETTER I. 

Sir, March 13, 1800. 

I HAVE the fatitfa&ton to inform you, that a mpft fplen^ 
did and beautiful Poem hvs lately been written, and ^riw 
▼ately prefemedto |;Hs*ft<4yle. auid gentle friends in Admini^ 

D 3 firation, 
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ftratiom by Char L£S Sm alz. Py^s, Efq. one of the Lords 
Commiffioners of the Treafury, called The Soyekeign { 
addrefled to Paul I. Empcvor of Raffia, and dedicated 
to hit Majefty George III. The tjrpography is fuperbly 
execated by Benfley on the yery largeft imperial fool/cap 
paper, reflefling great honour on the printer^ and I am 
told the defign apd do^nes of the writer are fo meri^ 
toriouf, that it is much to be defired that a fmaller 
edition of it (bould be printed for the public. I underftand 
indeed, tha^ the Miniilry are of opinion, that if copies of 
Mr. Pybus*s Poem can be delivered in time to the Emperor 
and the Prince Suwarroff Italiijcoi, (he marching back Qt 
the Ruflian Army may be countermanded, by the fudden 
elcQrical effeft of the Sovereign Bard! For this caufe J 
fliall not criticifc any part of this ingenious and patriotic 
work of the amiable writer, but ipoft he^irtily augur fu<;ce£^ 
to the effufions of his Mufe. 

It is the firft time, during his long adminiftration, thai 
Mr. Pitt has ever had rccourfe to Poetry to produce any 
great national eflip£l ; and he has been heard to declare that he 
has no objcftion io^Tke Purfuits qf literature when dirtfted 
in this manner, and whatever he thinks of the efforts of a 
certain unknown Writer, he is determined to patronife the 
iMPERlALEPiSTLEofMr.CharlesSmajlPybus.Icongratulate 
the Country that fuch an effort has at laft proceeded from 
THE treasury I When indeed we conpder i\x^ airy nature 
of the Taxes and the Poetry provided for the fervice of the 
current year by the wifdom of the Minifter, who has at 
laft difcovered what Poetry is in reality, zohen it comes from 
the right quarter, of what can any loyal fubjeft rationally 
defpair? A Sonnet to the BankDirefiors may be of infinite 
fervice: and we all know that the iiction fo poeticall]^ 
conceived and delivered /raw ti^t Body to th^ Centlemea 

of 
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df the Stock Exchange on the night hefire ihey went up ti 
kid for the lajt Loan^ had nearly burthcned the country 
with Eight Hundred Thouf and Pounds* in addition; but 
Mr, Pitt, in his new capacity as a poet, outwitted th* 
Dire£toii withr a Countcr-Dithyrambic. This will be very 
well underftood by Gold/mid^ Curtis^ and Company^ in 
<he City. 

/ I believe the Poem of the Sovereign to be the fole 
connpofitioa of Mr. Pybus, unaffifted by any perfonagei 
but the Mufes. The Conofcenti however/ as ufual, pre* 
(end to find out what never can be proved ; and have aftually 
marked the paflages which have been retouched by the 
pencil, of Mr. Pitt. They pretend alfo to point out the 
graver and more folemn efforts of Lord Grenville, the lively 
interpolations of Lord Loughborough, the airy flippancy of 
Mr. Canning and the Anti* Jacobin younglings, and the 
weighty notes of the Caledonian Secretary, poetry being 
quite out of Mr. Dundas's way, and wit not being eonfidered 
by him as effential to finance and calculation. They tell us 
alfo of the ferious drains, which Mr. Wilberforce contributed 
on the ftirring and conjugal virtpes of Imperial Potatoes ; 
of the fix lines clubbed J or by Meflrs. Smith, Tommy 
Townlhcnd, and Sylvefter Douglas, the joint Lords Com« 
miffioners with Mr. Pybus; th^ fuggejlions and the goo4 
, and certain hopes (and a few of their fears) offered to the 
poet by Mr. George Rofe and Mr. Charles Long; th^ 
greek allufions and learned rhapfodies of Lord Belgrave 
and the Honourable Dudley Ryder; the attic elegance and 
ready pleafantrieft of Mr. Spencer Percival ; the ilately march 
of the hnes attributed to Sir John Dick, and Meffrs. Leake 
fund Batt, Commillioners for auditing th^ Public Accounts^ 

D.4 ani 

* An abfolute faa ^The Publijher. 



fttd wxttY otliei $ afcribed to the T^lhn and deputy Tetlerf 
of the Exchequer. 9ut I look on thefe ioriauatioqs as men 
f aJuniaieSf the whole of the Poe^l beipg the produflton of 
Mr. Pybvis. It i$ at prefeqt very 4wb^ful, whetlper ) (hjdl 
pbtaia a copy of this tnagnificent work, e^fciept fevfJ^al 
private copies of it (hould be ftruck off on a {fooM paper bx 
the Genjcrals and Officers, commander^ in the £xpeditioill 
are daily ex;pe£^ in various parts of the world; in vhicl| 
fafe a certain (Greneral promifed tp fpa^e nie pne of dtfefir 
poetical Manifeilos. 

I (hall not iipwevef criMcife a fing]« linr of tbie Poeii 
by this ingenious Writer, but ofily fend you an account of 

THE CPNTIVUAXION OF JHi, gpV^REIQN li«lbich the 

Cabinet Minifiers, ^flifted by their various fpends, i4iies4 
to qonipofe, to he faid or fung, as qccafion m^y re^re^ 
^s the parts will be fu))iiiiaed to the Laureat, as i( is very 
letting they Qiould be,- my intereft ^yith that Gentleinan wil{ 
finable me to tranfmit tp you the defign and the details of hii 
progrefs, which I doubt not yoia will ^gerly ^ccept^ from 
your known aSedion to Mini(leri9l Poets, and your, dejirc 
jto enpoufage young beginners. We are now in the fepond 
luflruni of the war, and I hope thefp new Treafury Warblers 
^'s lie woods will prove worthy of the Confuly or at leafi i^ 
lis fay, ^\^lv4^ fint Confute digna!" But I do not meail 
to propofe that Anubis, fliall be fent for again from Egyp^ 
to bark in YfOoA-notes wild at the intercepted flrains of 
Generals and Commii&oners ^ and I would alfo leave the 
Attitudinarians and Sirens to the Court bf Naples, bu| 
recommend the binding, of UlyfTes t0 his Mafi ! 

I can fcarce contain myfelf, Sir ; furdy I am dreaming; 

ppeiry from the Trea/ury ! Every thing is lo b«f hoped fen 

JThe grand Defideratum asud Elixir Salutis are difc^vered; 

' ■', "*" Ifee 
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J U^ Jjoumng on the high rope, with all her mountebaidci 
fibout ber» and the Mufes 4re almoft run mad &r jof, 
Jlven fo, Mr. Edit6r; «* EUmento gratulor^ et te exultdre 
reorP* Fire will be ftolen from Heaven, and the days of 
Prometheus will come back again, i^ithout a fear of Cau- 
cafH$ and the VUlture* 5. 

Union with Ireland, Ruffia, China, Pruflia, Auflria, 
America^ and the Porte,, will be effefiied by Mini&ers , 
from Pkmaflus, and Mr. Pitt himfelf at the head oC 
the Commiflion. Armies and odes, fleets' and epiftles» 
fu2ils and fonnets, (hort fabres and epigrams, gold, 
lead, and brafs, Shakefpeare, Kotzebue, pantomime, farce, 
and grape-fliot, will be all let q8F together in the fervio? of 
Old England. *^ Now entertain coftjefture of the time/* 
No creeping murmurs of Oppofition, no poring dark from 
Jacobin dens, fill ♦• this wide ^effel of the univerfe;" but 
iU it light, cl<ear^ and opei| under Apcilld ; ftat a torch' is id 
tetjuifition ; and the rays are feh direft from the Sun himfelf! 
But I wifh to remind the more unfledged Minlfierial Bard^p 
iinf^k of the ghvid CoMmonitorium once drawn up b^ 
my late learned friend Ahastasivs CpaNEiitJS Bontjs- 
koiUs, at the foot of the Old Mountain, ^nd ifliied at 
large for the inftrudion and benefit of all the invalids an4 
fuckiings, who wifh to be lodged near the fummit, the air o£ 
^^bifh i$ at prefent too ftrong for them. 

V * Tour's, with much* attention, * 

. Musambertzu^ 
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BRAVE INTELLIGENCE from PARNASSUS, 

OR| 

A NEW POEM FROM THE TREASURY, 
Entiilei. " The SovERUQHUr- 



To the EDITOR of the MORNING CHRONICLE. 
LETTER XL 

0>t A CBAPTER OP TH^ PRODIGIES AND PROPHETIC SIGITS 
A^D SYMBOLS WHICH P^XCfiDiiD THR APP£ARANCR OP 
TBB TREASVKT POEM ! 

Sir, March 25, i9ooi 

IN one of the laft conferences I ever held with my late 
jnoft learned friend Anastasius Cornelius Bontb^ 
KOI us, of the Univerfity of Goettinghen, that excellent 
man obferved to me that all Authors might be divided into 
two claifes, the Authors avowed and the Authors concealed. 
So accurate a difiin6lion, in my opinion, could never have 
occurred but to a Philofopher and Critic of his profound 
turn of thinking. I ventured, however, to propofe a flight 
alteration of the terms, namely, into the Authors knowttt 
and the Authors unknown. We had a little amicable argu** 
mem on the point (which did not in the leail interrupt our 

friendihip) 
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fridnd&ip) as I binted that an Authar might avdm hiinklt 
and yet not be known^ and might be concealed and yet not 
unknown. Thefe little fubtleties, drawn from the recelliBS 
of Aquinas and. Burgerfdicius, were more pleafing to hin 
than they would be to you ; and to fay the truth, that great 
fchol^r was more acquainted with literatpre than with poli« 
tics. Had he lived to read Mr. Pybus's Treasury 
Poem, he might have altered his fentiment$; though I 
never could have perfuaded him to read Blair for Ariilotle; 
nor Darwin for Lucretius. But hereafter I fliall probablf 
have recourfe to the w<ork I mentioned in my laft Letter ta 
you» Bontd^oius's grand Commomitorium to Poets and 
Orators. We fhall at laft be brought to confefs a great 
truth, delivered many years ago, that *' A fuppreflion even 
.of the very worfi Poetry may fometimes be of dangerous 
confequence to the Stater'' Henceforth this may be an 
aphorifm in Government. ' 

I informed you. Sir, of the intended Continuation of the 
Poem entitled " The Sovereign," by Mr. Pitt, Lord 
Grenville, Mr. Dundas, the Cabinet Minifters, and various 
friends of the Adminiibation : but you muft fufpend your 
curiofity for a few days, as I have foniething previous to 
relate. The Mufes themfelves are, indeed, fweet above all 
. things ; but the Signs which precede or accompany their 
operations are not always fo. There are terrors and wonders, 
with much amaaement, which afFcft their Minifter the 
Poet, as Mr. Pybus has experienced within himfelf; fv 
unlike the Minftrel of Be?^ttie-r-, 

ff The Oracle and Seer his birth foretold. 
And FROOJiGiES appeared in Earth and Air, 
Wf^l^ ^U that ipight a grange ev^nt declare : 

The 
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ne Mighbouti Hmti mAJigk'd, y^ Mefs'^ ikf Lad: 
Bmmt ^ktw^d him wond'rous wife^ but none believ'j 

for oif afiim part. Sir, I kintw notliing wtiich wf^ €$ifr^ 
Jug on, but, as ft great obferver of /Ae St^ffj // lAe Times, 
i itelievi^d thai fome mortal mftrumcots ivere at viofk ; 
wtieo, k>, ^* Tke Sow^hsjgn" appeared! Bat I ftili 
tlMH^I these was a mopal certainty that Mr* Pybus was ii<lt 
#ke Qiriy Juoni of the Tfteafory vho woul4 dare watk wikhia 
ak^ magic circle of Parnaihs ; and in «oof4gqueit€e <»f it^ I 
cmie&ured the Poem wouhl be coniin^d^ as y^u know now 
|o be (be ca^e* I fii^ll relate to yoa ike Jigns on trfaich I 
ibtmded my eoajefhines* 

, I bad long entertained a rufprei<yn that fonething unufual 
brooded over Si. Jamts's ParL I bad yevf freqoeittly 
obferved various flaihes of garUr^Ume light, and Itreaks of 
€fimfrn ill tbc iky, and infefls of the natare oijire-fiits on 
the furfoee of the Canals Thefe appearances alarmed me, 
|iarttcutarly as I qould not explain them, Biit, as I had 
Yea4 a good deal of Virgil, I called to mind ail the ^r^i&. 
^cj which preceded the death of CsJar (and very terrible 
ibey were!) namely^ gibhiting ghoifb, Jpeakixg heafti^ 
prying ivory, fweaiing brafs, and ferrnginoiLS light! Tfaefe 
were much to my purpofe, and renunded me that then 
w«re xrk[>re things in heaven and earth tham were dreamt of 
in my Philcdbphy-. !Moft certainly. Sir, the water of ike 
Canal did heave dreadfully; and the region, d^devani 
Puck and Goofe Ifland, trembled much, the motion feem* 
ing to come in 4 direft line from the Treafury. I am, 
however, accuftomed to haften to ihe event like a true Poet; 
and, not being able to hinder exptdiiions, am eager for 

the 
* That is, prior to the publication of his Poem. 
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i^nctiifion of ihemi as I am ceitab tbejr wtii akrajrtf te 
protied to be, to h^ire beed» and to be (^ou( to kt (iat 
Miniilers love thtfutun in r\is) in their Anakafis and theuf 
K^abafis for the goifd of the Couatry* So I am cafy^ 
though rather eager and l^ttfjr. 

I obferved atfo« about a week ago, fome red iiks Ul 
ttiMxpefiedlf from the Miniftcr's Hoofe in the Park) and % 
fiiw feveral perfons at work ovur his hubd^ but aU to Ijtdtf 
^urpofe, for be went d»oiit his bufiaefs as ufual^ Yoia 
know, that as a good man is faid to be ferene aaoong the 
mi<i8 of a world breaking up ; What can Mr« Pitt care £atf 
the fail of a red tile, the heaving of a Dut€h Caoal^ v ihm 
fluttering olfirt'Jiiuf 

I have further tu inform you, that laft week as X unm 
l^alking under the vaults^od arches of the Treafury. aaA 
thinking of the Minifter's late, contrail with the Ba»k» mjK 
ears were fuddenly (aUlted with a kind of operatic choms^ 
in the comic fiyle, which encreiified louder ani kMAder^ 
abovC) aroundt and uoderoeaih* I Ufie»ed« and ftttceaott)^ 
I heard the voices of Ben* Winthm>p« Sam. Thorntoii« 
Daniel Gile^s. Dick Neave« Beeflon Long, Tom Raikes» 
and miany others 1 kaew. Zounds* bidl^ am I at the Hay^ 
market Theatre? I bear Baffin Soprani, and Counter-Tenors^ 
lean fwear to the words* Smne among his other pk«fantrte$» 
Mri. Pitt faiks not quaiified the Bank Diee£kors for the Operas* 
At intervals the words, " Pnpe Satan — SovroA PiittMi-^ 
gran Dundiifo r and other tern® of magic were diflin« 
guUhable: then the \MMid petitionary chorus to the Miniilie( 
burfl upon me clear, full, and plaia: 
Jrco delt £r^hf 

DEMOOORaONi 

Manda pecunia ^ 

N£ L M ost.ro bojr saN ! I i 

Or. 
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* Or, as oti^ t>f the v«ry firft Tranflators of ihi pttkttt ^§e 
fenders the words (in language which Pye, or Pybirt, rcrighf 
defpair to rival) *• nobk Lord of Tartarus^ great DfiAO* 
corgon! Jill up pur tags with oood sound gui- 
neas* ! ! !" The voices then died away, and I could difcover 
Bothing vifible but dark paflages, and hard ftone flairs. I 
told Mr. Tiemcy of this, who was alarmed; I laughed ae 
bim» and faid, '* Let Pitt alone, and perhaps he'JI 
circumcife old Daniel, and make Soprani of every man of 
fhem: you know he has a fkilful hand at emafculationt, 
Banks, you recolleft, began in Italy.** But privately I 
was not without ray conjeSures; furely, I thought, the 
Mufes intend thefe vaults and chambers for their futurtf 
refidence, and St» James* s Canal for their new FermefTus. 
I am a little fuperftitious, and an Opera air will fometime^ 
confirm my fears, and you now fee how juft they were. 

There was alfo another circumfiance, which I thought 

IK>rtended the descent op the Muses, and of every 

power which Memory bore to Jove. Allegory and Invention 

had found their way among the Boards of Trade and Planta* 

(ions, and the Council Office was not without Poets and 

Magicians. I was informed that Lord Liverpool had 

lately taken a ftrange fancy to talifmans, books in the dark 

art, legerdemain fleights, and workers in the tranfmutation 

of metals. I was furprifcd, and pondered greatly; but 

when I vifited the fpot, I found that his Lordffaip a3ualiy 

kept at his Office a Set of Wags, who could tranfmute, 

qualify, flrip, clothe, raife, or deprefs any natural, meta- 

phyfical, or political fubftance or phantom at pleafurev 

which they did for his Lordlhip's amufement, when he had 

' nothing better to attend to« . 

Bui 

* See the tranflation of the Opera of Gli Zingari in Fiera« 
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But there were only two ot there prfbtagCM whom 
1 think proper to notice at prefent* The firft of them is a 
man of unblameable chara&er, the foundeft learning, and moft 
iblid information, as I have been cold and believe, but wha 
from a brain of too ingenious' a contexture, has brought his 
ideas of juilice and regal government from NcwfoundUndm 
He is much aSmired by Lord Liverpool for his pleaiant 
tricks and exhibitions ; but he has not always been fo fuc* 
cefsful in all aflemblies. 

Some time ago, in hope of diverting the Commons^ 
(for whom he entertains a very particular refpefl) he 
carried his apparatus to Weflminfter, and raifed up for 
their pleafure, a magnificent and tranfparent Tree of 
phofphoric matter. He firft exhibited it in full foliage 
on every bough, goodly and beautiful; he then fud- 
denly produced it as a ftately trunk, without a fingle 
branch or leaf left on it, and fwore it was as handfome a 
tree, to all intents, ufes, and purpofes, as before. The 
Commons^ who happened to be dull that day, did not 
underftand this legerdemain, and thought the Philofopher a 
little cracked; fo they had him apprehended as a firoller or 
player, without a licence ; and would fain have {hut him up 
in Bridewell or fome other convenient place, 'till the next 
Bartholomew-Fair ; but fome of his fellows pleaded brjiveljr , 
^d faved him* Since that time, he has invented, or 
rather new^cajl and prepared, a compofitlon which he calls 
Angularly enough, <* Limitation-Powder," by a kind 
of definition or 4erivation in the true Lucus-a-non-lucendo 
fiyle. This he makes up in Jour papers in a packet, ft 
fingle one of which is a dose, which he fells reafonabie 
at eight Qiillings the packet, the King's duty included; and 
on the ouifide fealed with the King*s arms^ and figned 
J. R, Patentee. This powder, when taken according to 

dircQion, 



t 4i ] 

AittBAon^ a^ in contradidion to its liaiti^^ ani Ih-atlufcei 
ihc moft extravagant and extraordinaiy efkEt% on official 

j thara£lers« If you drop a few grains of it $n the tait of d 
l*reafury Clerk^ he forgets himfeif and tecomes a Ixnd ol 
the Treafury^ and will not be controlled for that day. If a 
t^rime Minifter rubs a little of it on the palms of his hands; 
lie feels and declares himfeif unaccount(ibU^ aiid refufes 
accordingly to give any account wliatfocvcr of himfeif or 
his meafures to the Houfe. while under the influence of thtf 
iPowder^ Of its effe£b oh IHll gteater perfonages I aid 
filent. 

Another of Lord LiverpooKs wagi is an old parchment^ 
coloured gentleman /r^^m America^ whom^ on account of hil 
tricks and tranfmutations of one thing into another, fai^ 
Lordfliip pleafantJy calls " Tnfi Carpathian Wizard.'^ 
This iVag cannot indeed change his own nature into any of 
the Airy fubftancesi like Proteus; he can neither Aide intd 
a ftream^ nor gliften Hke a Jire-fly ; but he occafionally 
aflumes the fonii of a tyger, or a hyaena, but moft fre- 
quentlyj as his Lordfliip and every tody elfe franklj^ 
acknowledge, he 1% " a horrid 6oar"^ When he is iri 
his proper fliape^ inftead of Proteus 's hooi^ he has a large 
itdden mace with G. C. upon the Crowii of it, as the Clerki 
fey merrily. If you put a little of J. R— «vcs's *• Limitation 
Powder *' on the ends of his fingers, he* is then fure to keej^ 
no bounds. In five minutes he fancies himfeif tie mafief" 
oj the Revels to Queen Elizabeth } irt a few minutes after, 

>you have him in the Campo Vaccino at Rome, afnd thcrf 
he raves and fees Luaus^ Junius Brutus in a trance, and 
fwears the faid JUNitJS was an United Irijhman ; and woe 
to that bold man who dares to €oniradi6l him, for he is 

lure 
f Sus Horridusi ' Virglh 



I . 
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liire to be knocked down with the mace. Lord Liverpool^, 
when G. C. is under the powder, allows him a den to 
himfelf, and a pillow of Uad^ but indeed if bis Lordfliip 
gave him the fofteft down, he would foon tranfmute it 
into that metal. When the powder operates ftrongeft, this 
Carpathian Wizard indites and writes Apologies for 
any man, or fyftem of men^ or things, living, dying, or 
dead. But when one of the Junior Clerks of the Council 
(forgetting he .was under the influence of the Limitation 
Powder) afked him^ rather flippantly-, whether he would not 
write what was moft of all wanted for the public, " Afir 
Apology for himfelj and his condu£li* be fWore he would 
be d — mn'd if he did, and knocked down the unhappy 
Clerk with his leaden maas^ and retired growling to. his 
den. If I'nad tiie wand o^ Ariftseu^, 1 could fhcw you 
all Lord Liverpool's menagerie in their proper (hapes ; but 
I am forry to fay at prefent, Arijtao ndn ejl ohlatafacultas. 
Put now fince The Treasury Poem has flionc forth, 
we difcover what all thefe appearances prefigurdd; 

Pviius onde khdWn, no -prodigies remaini. 
And Pitt is regular, and Portland plain. 

fiiit greater things are ftill behind in the fifcal precinQs; 
the workmanlhip of the whole will be vifible, and the 
inextricable^ mazes of it will be foon difclofed by the help 
of this poetical clue. 

In my next leuer I fhall communicate «to ydMfome other 
appearances of the prophetic or fymbolic kind which feemed 
to announce this great performance, which Mr. Pybus 
hopes that his Majesty (King George the Third) " will 
be pleafed gracicufly to accept from the most affec* 
Tionate of his fubjeSsUr I would by no means con- 

E fider 
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$itr thU Zpmit of Mr. Pybus, in the light of Sappho's td 
PhaoQ ; nor afTert that the macrohgy and plkonajm are 
coupled ill it throughout, (like Lord and Lady Ch— ft— rf— Id, 
or a fat and lean rabbit), as the critics compare thefe figure^ 
(»l fpeecb when united; but Mr. Pybus isfo fuHof aff£C« 
TIOM, that it is hardly poffibleto diftinguilh £qe which of 
lie Sovereigns ht bums and glows with thegreateftardoun 
I who know what this tender paflion is, and katofaitk* 
JnLly it h always returned by yhe Mini^tbrs anq 
Sovereigns, recommend to him the following words 
which Sappho would have diAated if fbe had been politically 
in, love with Mr* PiTT, or with- any other Sovereign in the 
vniverfc : 

" The vows, they never will return, receive,. 

And tajce at leaft the -love they will not give ; 

See, while I write, my words are loft in tears ; 

The less my sense, the more my love appears!! r* 

With this I conclude for the prefent, 

Your's moft faithfully,. 

JUaurentius Mu^ambertivs. 
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iRAFB htfEUiGMNCEJrdm PAMASSt/S, 

A NEW I^OEM FRbM tHE TREASiURt, 
Entitled, *• fke Si>r£&BioN!!r 

Sj^ChAtLHs SMAtt Pyaus, M.P» one of iht Lords Comfkiffoniri 
ijftie Treafuty! 

if I- -■•' liiTY,- ^ 

fd ikt EBtTOR dfih^ kdAmm cHitomcLi. 

LETTER m. 
Wiwd A <i6i^*i*rtyATroK 6p the pro01gibs Ani> ^YMj^oLtd 

^ PHENOMENA WH€dH |*&ftGB0lt& tfiB itPPBAKANCB OF TSli 

1-REASUkr fdEM! 

Sir, Uarch^%, i^ooi 

1 Proceed td ^I(flirIfi jroti df fotfie other /^ni ih various 
departmetits of the State* siearly as^ fihgtilar and expreffivo 
U tAofe fit the (Joiincilf and the Board ol Trade iinder thi 
iLarl of Liiverpooh 

- Im th£ War OfFieB^ I haiv^ long been coflvinced^ 
^ the effeSA of Magic and Vo^tf were vifibles and I hare 
ielt inueh alarm at iu the Secretary himfelf i$ a Painter in 
abftra£l^ and a metaphyfical Poet : he gives local habitations 
to airy nothiiigs, though I do not tiiean to include in thia 

£ 8 defciip* 
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<}efcription the few Barracks and Soldiery throughout (kt 
kingdom. He has fcarce ^fimph idea belonging to him ; all 
are complex : atnd he has been confidering for a fong time to 
little purpofe the difference between wit and judgmcnti 
preferring the former. He drefles up mixed modes like the 
phantoms in Virgil ; and poor Mr. Deputy Lewis is often at 
lofs for his meaning, and obliged to have recourfeta bis ownf 
fon, the Monk, for an explanation of them. In the Houfe you 
would fanqy Aquinas or Bellarmine were dividing a queftion^ 
when Mr. Windhahi is fpeaking; and conceits^ quainter 
than thofe of Cowley or Donne, are called in to illuftrate 
Army Ellimites, and confirm the Ex traor dinar ies. He is 
alternately a^Chemift, an Anatorpift^ and a Taylof. ti\ hrs 
laft-named capacity I cannot fay, from the drejfes in which 
the Members now think proper to appear in the Houfe, that 
an enemy could defire (in the Secretary's own phrafe) " to 
cabbage from any of their coats J' The Secretary rarely 
fuffers his fine figures to be deftroyed by their determined 
foe; common fenfe, from bis poetical love of the gout dc 
iravers. He is fo compared of imagination that he is foine* 
times even jealous of himfelf and his ownf meanings, and 
now and then, to ufe the words of an ancient Poet, 

• " Hears his own feet, and thinks they found like more. 
And fears his hind feet will o'ertakc thefofe!!'* 

After one of his moft refined explanations on a late 
queftion^ a young, airy, clafficaU anti-jacobin Member of 
the Houfe (who really declaims very prettily Btjet times,- 
and prints what he declaims) faid to a neighbour on the 
Treafury Bench, •• If things are as Mr. Windham ha* 
. painted tkenir I muft fay, if you can excufe the Latin^ 

Ludimus efigiem Belli, Jimulatague veris 

Pralia, buxo agies fiflas, et ludicrd regna !** 

One 
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. One of the Secretary's moft pleafing performances (fince 
$k€ Poetical Yellow Fevenh^A feized on the Cabinet) is a nc\^ 
Tranjlatiom of the fable of ttie Couniry and City (or rather 
the Court) Moufe. The public table and the viands Tel 
upon it are. admirably defcribed, and the fally ol Jlarvinf 
a cauft, which' he never would confent to: 

He Icnows what's handlbme, and will do't» 
On juft odcafion, couU qui coute; 
Cheeft fuch as men at Whitehall make '. 
(No need of Stilton for our fake). 
Yet, to his Cferks tbo' no way fparing, . 
He ate himfelf ifAf rin4 and faring : 
* * Scarce of the Cheefe would touch a bit-** 
' &ut fhew*d his breeding and his wit. 

The homely fare of the labouring and aQive,* and that of 
^he Emeriti or lUtircd yiXct near the Park^ is painted 
delightfully :. but I cannot proceed with it now. 'JThe wfiol^ 
pfBce is iinder th^ waiid of Circe and the touch of Midas i 
and nothing but Jlbetpric and Fable pan account for it9 
proceeding^s-l-of whicji ipqre Jiereaftcf . W^s J not juftified 
in my apprehenfions ? - . . 



♦ fl^e Peputy Secfetary ha4 above x8»ooo/. a year f|;on\ 
fees, &c. the principal Clerks in proportion, and twpr pjd 
retired Clerks had 5000/. a year each, on their refigriatioy,^ 
by cofupromife and agreement. t—Thefe abafes dxe'notty regu* 
lated, and e:torb«4nces., rppreffed by gre^i .interference.' 
Much yet remains to be done on tlije fubje^ .of iAgencics^\ 
and I have no doubt it' is in * contemplation Ihortjy to efta- 
Hi(h a public office for that fpedtfic puffjiofe, and abolifli 
jfripate agencies to regimei^^s, The mode which is purfued 
at prefent on any vacancy, poiqts out,the iiitention, fojft 
which the army and the public, will thaqk the Qomm^ndqi: 
ioChicf.— The PublisherV 
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r 7%^ Sigtyi pfthe Times kd mc acKt to coofider the fiatft 
pi J^lS. Ki>HijiiJ^VtY I and fome appearancp$ there feeine4 
l|I(<> to pprtend^bjit indtfcribakUfQWtcthiMQ whiph l^r- Pybu$ 
Ji^s fiiif^fs qiill^d into tieiog. If theris u any realitv 
l^^t<¥^l'JE,tp ju$, which we (ee and feeU iti» the Navy of 
Great Britain : |>ut evc;^ berje fhc Pennon of Poetry ha^ 
been obfepjed to hover. 4^ HtUe while ago, pthpr 4r^am^ 
th^n thpfe fropi Helippn prolonged th<5 (lumbers of the late 
firfl Lord ; and he was never heard to affcrt that Aurprq 
was friendly to the Mufes or tbe Nereids. Indepdf hy one 
pfthe tranfitions in whiph our Englifh ^tate fpetry ibounds^ 
from fea to Iand« that noble Peer js.ppw a p£N£&AL iif 
THE Army ! * One would think it wpuld be as aj^tural to 
fee a Polphin in the t^qods. Painters 9i)d P«rtf, however, 
attempt every thing ; an<} the new code of cjiticifm ^a^d^ 
$tatefmen to the number pf Adventurers t 

The love of linjon and Coalition Ipd Mr. Pitt to interrupf 
|he learned leifurp of LoitD Spencer with views oirqftxai 
4ignity ; and a more honeft and upright man he could no{ 
have found. He pame, indeed^ to the direftion of the 
Admiralty as LucuUus did to' the command of the Ro- 
man Legions. The uncontrouled po^er pf the Trident i§ 
his pwn. Around bim indeed, as the nem Treafury Poet§ 
^elt us, we may fee the fenior Choir of Glaucus, \^tl^ 
J*al3emon and the bands of Phorcus, Melite and the PariQ^ 
p€anVir§i^\ and, I believe, it y ill be readily ackn6wledge4 
tb^ th|^ ininpr Lords of the Adi^iralty are rather the 
pmamentg, than the partners, pf authority, beft defcribe4 
|iy yirgii,. •* JJefcce^ Spioq^^ . JhaliaqHe^ CymQdpu^ue/^ 
Ifht tran^fortnatipa pf tb^ ibipi in the i£neid is efieemecf 
4 bold fijQion: but, if tfa^ wand of the Firft Lord could 
f>e extended, and would convert with a determined energy 
f?r Wift /^^^^ Mails and Pftc^ets ir^tp ^^».l-rARMEJ^i 

' Sloops 

t Lord Chatham. 
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Buoovs OF WaU> we fliould not fo freqdetitly b€%a9 fceir 
lofs as we now do : — the Qenius of Tran&tlantic Comtheir<Se 
would blefs him, and the fpirit of perilous merchandife 
would revive in alacrity and confidence^ 

But, alas. Sir, we have naore to contend with than "i^ 
ihink, and from quarters unexpefted ; nay, the witcherifc* 
of this magical art ha^;e been called upon to ^lQ, foliiicalfy 
from beneath. Even from the grave Lord S?£NC£R h^ 
admitted A Messenger of strong PrevaIlment^ and 
he has aftually inUrchanged Love^tokens * with the departed 
Spirit of the Avon. J muft confefs I never have beea 
cafy fince the late lamented Mr. George Steevens, with tte 
noil refined judgment and penetrating ftrength of thought, 
by a gift which would have honoured the proudeft Monarch 
or the moft confummate Scholar, configned his own 
Shakespeare into thfe hands of Lwd Spencer, as an 
eternal Monument and pledge of true affeSion to that 
teamed Peer, and—to himfelf. I had always before thi« 
hour numbered Shakefpeare among our beft guardians : but 
this ingenious yet unfortunate device of Mr. Steevens will 
divert the current of Lord Spencer's attention in-land. With 
Shakefpeare, and with every allurement which the curious 
diligence of Mr. Steevens has added to decorate and illuft 
trate his genius from the Sifter Arts,, can it be wondered 
a his Lordfhip turns afide to Thefeus and Hyppolita, to 
Peafe-bloflTom and Cobweb, to Oberon and Titania, front 
the jGonverfational charms of Sir Philip and Mr. Wallace* 
however fafcinating, and from the difpatches of Mr. Nepeai^ 
and Mr. Marfdeii, however inflXutlive ? This, Sir, ' is 
^mong the alafrairig figns of the times which have fubfide^ 
fince the appearance of " The Sqvereign !*' Sierniiup, 
^quor aquis I t 

■ - - . ^.4 ;. .. .I.'^»4 

• Midfummer Night's Dream. 
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I muft now inform you of the laft prodigy which I fiial| 
feleft on this awful occafion. I have had an opportunity 
of obferving Claffical authorities moft unufually prevalent in 
THE Exchequer; and inftead of Domefday and Liber 
Niger,' the Tellers have fpruced up their offices and crowded 
their (helves with fuch Authors as Horace, Virgil, and Ovid's 
Meuraorphofis. I went for a Debenture the other day, which 
I expe6led was ready for me, and Mr. Freemantle, one of 
•the Deputy Tellers, with an " Ille e^o qui quondam" in 
fcis mouth, faid, •* Faith you muft wait a week or two, and 
as you fee how things are going on, when you come for a 
Debenture, remember, Debemur morii nos nqfiraque!'^ 
1 was confounded, as it was not the Scafcarian Latin I was 
accuftomed to. When I went down flairs to the room with 
the blue and white check.cloth on the table to afk for a Tally i 
my old friend Mr. Lambe told me that the Tallies were not 
now made of common wood, but cut from t/ie inchanted 
fortfi under the immediate direftion of Ifmtno himfelf. I 
was ready to fink with apprehenfion, and as I remembered I 
was to call for fome Exchequer bill^ juft iffued, I went into 
the Office, and was ftill more furprifed, when Sir John 
Peter and Mr. Cudlippe affured me, that they were all 
noxD figned with the very blood oj the Tree in which Poly^ 
dorus formerly, and Mr, Reeves lately, were inclofed. 
The Clerks and the Meffengers feemed more like Bards and 
Prophets with wands, than pens and flaves. Such is the 
eflFe£l of this (jenejial descent of the muses on thr 
treasury! 

The Government of this country is abfolutely become a 
legipn of allegory, poetry, and metaphpr: there is not a 
terror of the time left, but all things are calmed, or meta- 
niorphofed wi^h verfts and fpells, till we are induced to 
Aink with Macbeth, tb^ M nothing is^ but what is not.'* 

h 
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It U pot my fault if the accpuqt of thefe precect^g PfaU* 
gi€s is long; for I think it is interefting. As to this much^ 
cxpefled "Continuation of the Poem of The 
JSov^reign" by all the Members of the Cabinet and. the 
friends of the Miniftry, I hope to begin my account of it, 
^f poffible, in my next Letter. But when I called on the 
Laureat this morning, he told me he had as yet only received 
9 part of the Prq/i-JntroduSion to it, in which, however* 
forae lines written by Mr. Pitt were inferted, which he 
aifured me were harmonious, manly, clear, and fubUme; 
and that I fliould be at liberty to extra£k any part of the 
manufcript which I pleafed in a few days. " I am convinced, 
jeven from this fpecimen,'* faid the Laureat, *' that Mr. 
PiTT4« as great^and perfeft a Poet as he is an Orator, Statef- 
man, and Fin^incier ; and I think he confirms what has been 
faid, that *• a piece of Poetry may be the mqfi innoceni 
fronipofitipn of a Minifter/* But at prefent I am deter* 
niined to place him on the Tame fhelf with Dryden, when he 
prints his own Poetry, as my Lord Pybus has done." The 
Laureat concluded fignifif antly by faying, " Thpre ijs tfie 
fame diSerence between thefe. two lordly Bvds 4S between 
Waller and Dryden/' *• Pray, what is that?" I alDkcd. 
f* If you do not recolleft," Jie fcplied, ** attend to this : 

•' Pybus is fmooth; but Pitt afpires to join 
The Pruffian paufe with Auftria's varying line, 
S'warroff's refounding march^ and energy divine!" 
As foon as the Laureat has communicated the papers to me^ 
yoii nuy depend on my laying the contents before you. 

I am. Sir, 
'i !^ • Your's faithfully, 

' J-i^UJlENTtyS MP^AA^BERTIUS.- 
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UOKNmO CHRONICLE, AuguJ z6, iSoo^ 



r JUUy£JNT£LLJGENC£ from PARNASSUS^ 

A NEW POEM FROM THE TREASURY, 
RntitUd^ ** Tau SovMREtGU," 

^|^»tjr$SS]> TO HIS tMrCRIAL MAJESTY, FAtTl, feM!'B'll6l(l b# 

ALL TH£ M.VBSIK&, ANU ^ uwlkr At /iecklim aram^andti ^tkk 

eaf€^ («)> DEDICATED TO HIS MAJESTY, KING GEORCE THE 

THIRD, BV ** the tmfi affectiowate («) ff ill /uBJe/is^^ 

CHAK&BS small PYBUS, M. P. Otf^ OP tHB LORDS |:OMMtE« 

(MONE&S OF THE TREASURY. 



7f /if £j9/rOi{ y- Oe MORNING CHUONJCIE. 

Srrmtem canimus fir^e ^zVAflumttui PvfiuM, 
Uf Puero PaUlli Cmtus mffurYtxertt^iimiu 
f/iftt md Pfho^n refiamnt Canmna tv^l t 



l-ETTER IV, 

^OVTAXNINO MANY LEARNED REFERENCES, AKO DEEP MEDt* 

CAL ALLUSIONS OF FORM£|l TIMES IK THE PHILOSOPHY OF 

VATVKE, AtTLIED TO THB FISCAL PHODIGIES 6F THE »tE'» 

^ ^EVT AGE» WITH SOME OTHER BYMBOLfd pHEITOMByA 

* JlMOKG MEN OF SCIEVCE, WHICH ?R£CEDED THE APPRAHf 

AyCE OF TMB TBEASURY POEM. 

LY. B, This and tkt fUhftting tetfer (No, IK tntd V.) an intended frlncU 
fsilj /or ike Levers ana Patrons of Learning 4nd Naturnh Phil^pky * iut, as 
tkey tvill he read aifo *v all the Cahinet Minifitn and ikeir friendiy it is refjpeff^ 
Jidfy and kindly hoped tint SiR WaI-THI Fah^VIIAA* BaRT. PkyficiAn n Mr. 
Pi I T, «w//» token coufu/ted^ explain tke Latin Medical Paffages f Mr. Dun- 
pjL^ Mr. BosB, and amy ptker V^n^euhr Qentlemen. vHo may dejre h he 
Jirvoured -witk a free Tranjlaticn.} 

•» . ' * 

SxR, April n^ i8oo» 

I AM concerned to acquaint you that, when I paid a 
l[ifit to my friend thb Foet Laur£at this morning,, in 

[a) Mr. Py bus's Dedication, page i* 
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Ijfm hof^ ot perufing it fant of ** Tke Proje I^trtfdaSUemi^ 
4h€ CmtinuaUM ^f Tme Sov£MniQif^ by the Caitn^t 
^nifi^rs and their friends^' he inCooapd me tfaft he ba4 
|r«turiu^(i A^ mawafcf ipt; for a few idays, by deiii«^ to Mr, 
Pundas, vfho intf^d^ t^ <c^rf^ fooie of the Englii^ 
idioms. Mr, Fyr i^id» the 4fwnmnfes id the C^inet bfl4 
proofed to return it. fpon, ^^ i^ ¥0ul4 it^qnatot sue vhai 
) might re»4 Jt, acod joake tbe./ea0drg6)« I wiflied. To faf 
t)ie troth, I am Aot forrjr that Mr. Oundas^ fent for ft, as il; 
^ves me aa qpportiimit)r of laying Jbefoitt you oiany addix 
tioji^l cir^uflBfianc^, ttrhich fqreqsded ^Y Lord Pybus's 
Poem^ 0r which have finni: the fffiicy of foaoe ef hii 
ItaderSft my fneqdi» at an^Ugoms to the fubjefi. As tii* 
f obltc,' you ^pd, tnuft wak a J^e for /^ Continuaiwm^ 
which is fo eiigerly expe3ed» l^dm the fuppofed pathos and 
iCablimity of the fuhjefi. in fiidi ha^ds as Mr. Pitt's, Lot4 
i&reiiyiiie's« and Mr« Windham's, it will be Jeft now ^ 
Ultle longer ior-Ai^v SovfiRS^BrN todecide with Martinut 
^cribieras, M Wketlu^ H£ kvts a fqfiite Poetical Angel 
^er thAfi an aSmHy-ixiftent Flyf* 

I have a very fine copy of ^ The Soveeeign," boutitl 
\tf Kaltbojtber in ced Momcco^ priiamented with borders of 
gold and purple bands, wkh the barren Crown of Paul ivk 
isdiated glory, and the pregnant head of my Lord Pybui| 
in fu^J ^ical dignity^ . J value it, indeed, beyond all oth*r 
yrork^i yet, as I kpQw no ufe of any book if it is not read^ 
I have Ufit it in turn to feveral of my friends.-*-** Pore over 
^ leaves, I foy» as mueh a? you .pkafc, but only take 
^eci^l caix^ qf 9)y I^prd's Head^ fpr it ^i'l not always b^ 
(IP be puirchj|fcd in fuch fine prefervation." 
r Ajnong the felefl, friends to whpro I lent th^-Poem, is ^ 
l^hyfician of uncommon talents, a man of great pai ts and 
nuicknefs, erudition and memory ; if \ were to mention a 

panic ular 



' txdk in hk cfaata£lef » k woald be to fume kim» 
which ii is not my iamtioa to do^ He called upoA me 
yeHccisy and returned the work« He told me alfo that 
lie had read, ali the prodigies and fymbolic phenomena 
which X had recorded in my 'fecond and third tetters' to you ; 
and added* ^ I verily believe that the learned and philofb* 
phical world have alfo given figns of the great ev^t; and 
if you look at ibme lale works, you may think fe too.'^ 
I replied^ I had no doubt that all things had fuffered- « 
coavnllion* and, like the Treafury, had become feverous; 
and fhook. With all my medical friend's learning he is 
a little extravagant, and his fancy combines the moft dif* 
fimilar. ideas, but always with ingenuity; andfolhumocw 
litBU The light of the meridian lun is not more pleafing 
to him than darknefs and ftorms at intervals; He is a 
brooding politician, and will often hold di&ourfe of ana« 
fogies, plaftic principles, coniervative virtues, iaftitutes 
natural and royal; and tbeahe will fiart afide to a Rum^ 
ford fiove, and the power of fteam* He has as modi 
Greek as the late Euripides Mufgrave, but with iafiniteljR 
SDore political knowledge and difcretion* I 

As he came in, he aiutter ed fometbing about Confnis and 
^iniiler^; and then cried out to myfurprife, *' If Johnny 
KEEVf&'s cpnftitutional do£lnne of the true Sovereignty 
of Great Britain and Ireland c^n once be fet afide by 
any lawyer-fff^ logic, or parliamentary legerdemain, on' 
either fide of the Houfe, I cannot fee Aotu a Britiih 
Prime Minifier in a fbort time will differ from a French 
Jirft Conful, or a ci-devant Papal Servus Servorum.'*"^ 
*• Upon my word, my good Doflor, you muft fettle that 
foint yourfelf," — ^* Then, faid he, as to that new-propofe4 

idteratipi^ 
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titeratioii ^ of the Ihccfme Aft."— ^« Yoti g6 oti too fcift/* 1 
t^Iied. — •♦ No, I do not ; 'tis a kind of pretcmatani 
torture from extratqfation.^* — " Hold, hoM, faid I^ I don't 
ainderfiand a word you fay«'^-^^^ Thea Til tell you in plainer 
words in my own way what you will ' comptrfieni— 
I faw yefterday a vigorous plethoric young woman in ike 
months who flirieled fearfully when ber dwti babe applied 
(as Shakefpeare terfhs it) his tionekfs gums to the Hijipte 
and drew the milk; yet (he thrilM with pleafure." — ^ Thai 
is rather a difeafc^'* I cried* — " To be fure ; but what tlunfc 
you ? This country approves the prindpk of the Income 
Af):, and approves it heartily i and from its Eoftering bread: 
will give the tenth of her milk ; but I conceive the prcp^fed 
mode will be barbarous and agonizing in the drawing off^* 
•«— ** It would be fo if carried into execution ; but be caljr* 
the friends of humanity in the Houfe will prepare emollients^ 
and prevetit the danger/' He was filent for a fpace, after 
he had indulged himfelf in this allegory,. 
• Presently aftejr be faid, *• This Poem of MY Lord Pvbus 
has a joyful afpe£k, and the artificer has recommended it 
to our fenfes. The Work indeed is not fuperior to the ma« 
terials, but the benefit to Great Britain and all tJu Ruffiaw 
will be prodigious. I alTented, and he fell again into a' 
reverie, which he broke by faying, *• How can all the wants 
of this country be fupplied ?"-^Helhen became more calm» 
and talked of medical literature, and afked me' pleafantly, 
•'My friend Muz (for that d — mn*d long name of yours 
Muf amber tins mull befeortened) pray have you got in your j 
fiudy the celebrated Treatife of Harv£Y de Generaticne 

Animaliumf** 

* printed for the ufe of the Members before it was de- 
bated in tb« Hottfei and moft wifely reje£led« April 4800* 
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Jhii^'mirf*^^^ yfm aftemiAea. " Whai dan f^ wm 
AfmtAc gaurmtwm of atdmaisf What* odd <:ombiiiaitk)al 
kanw yon in your bead ?' I have got Htavsy's works cer^ 
wkAf^ and I fuppofa that treatife is among Ih^m I htprt 
keard he is an exprefive writer.'*— -<* Ei«pc%flivr writer-t 
J^M is a very faint cbataAer indeed of that great moA lilu^ 
iriovs man* Excufe nie» hut I never eould bear to kt 
Scotch arrogance lay the ferae of Harv^T at the feet of 
Wwnter^ 7n maximus itle ep^ Vnui qui i»dbAfi.-*-But 
^haps you are not aware that Harvey is alio an allegorical 
and political writer.** 

I waited» for he paufed; but foon after faid, *^ I^rfaaps 
yon nay think lb toO| friend MuZt when yon tfcnfidel- 
^ iie Generation of the Supplies^** Proceed; I am all attend 
lioii.^'«.«« Why, Sir, Harvey has aftualty defeiibed the 
yrocds of a debate in the Houfa on thb Generation of 
any new, and great Tax. The greater thetajti and the mon^ 
alarming the meafure, the more applicable are fais' wordsi 
Reach me Harvey's works \ the entheous and creative energy 
is upon me» I have not read the Treafiiry PMrn- fet 
aothing; fure I am in the Sibytt's Orott."— I aftirtd hint 
lie was not, but in avery diSerrat plate, in one of the Inn^ 
ef Couit. — ** "Ves, yes, ^<m are right, Muz, but this 
PVBUS is a Sorcerer; and whether I am in the grotto or not^ 
I am certainly in the Chamber of Allegory. Give me thtf 
fcook.'*— •• Here it is, my friend j bur what then ?'*i-^I waft 
it a lofs to conjefiure what he would prove or illtiftrate; bd^ 
after a few minutes he refumed his fpeeeh. 

•* Let us turn to the twenty-eighth E^ti^eiYATlort 
OF Harvey, on this awful and myfierious fubjefi : • OvUM 
non fieri JintGaUindt necJ^uundumfjfefine.GaUoV'^^'' Go 
Qn^Str, I. am eager to hear*"-^^' &/.()» QaUina is herd 

evidently 
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Imdeiillf and incontifoirertftly meant, fk$ tJtmiirfC^M 
Mritain^ ondaliiuiniemAlrs/inrcss; attrdTttsMtNUTeai 
in the eiKcutioti of itosofficev I pcamuiice'4abeitiieStfAbfL 
Ifou agree ol courfe; tUs is. plaiiu"-—!. muttened^ {QtmnAiag 
about 9itt, andPhilodemus, Hoiace*aiid the Gaili««— "** Noa-^ 
fenfe^ he cried; what Om you doubt of? In not tite wvf 
Ovum MbNDANUM itfelf at tbis^hour under tfie influenee 
and organs of th^Minister, tp^ fecuadate k^tn wbatev«r 
manner he pleafe^ ?'*«-*<* It imift be fo confefledi'' I lepBedL 
« But ifow to the pwnt — ^The Generatiok on tWL 
Supplies! Pybushas filled me from tfaetoe^^to the crown 
lopful of direft allegory. 

«' Confidfer, Sir, when the Houfb- of Commons vtfirjt 
tnoved on an important meafure of finance, wbA the fpiritB 
and the mortal inftruments are in council on the work oC 
iTAXATiaN', how chearfol are the membersi how elewabttl 
they appear around* their great Choragus \ Now hear Har* 
V£Y. * Cumfffe adr* hoe munus accinguni^ mirum diSm 
(juanio iit&s fpiritwafflatos intus regnans cupidotffermif 
^uafnt omameniU' iWii&teMet glariabundi feft oJkmdAnii 
Quantis virihus pelUant, iMnnefque inpugnamprodiveg 
funiV But when the Taxes* are voted; -yfbtn tlie poUie 
fecundatiQn is> completed, and the fupplies are gentrtOed^ 
wtJiat' fays Harvey? •• Cdlfdpjls viriiks, Jedatcqut- prifiim0 
ftrvo^re, animum nuper firocieniemdeffrondent,* The jnmft^ 
or intenmffion whic.h* fomettmes takes- place* when Taxtf 
are debating^ on^ by one, or claufe by claufe, (as in fome 
grezt involving me^futb of /add Jlnance^ for inftahce THft 
x^coM£ ACT,) wfaen4fa«' members doubt and faefitate, maHl 
^3in, how appropriate, and how affibfiingare the^ords* usA 
kaagery. of {iA&vi^v^ or whom Apollo conferred the fpiril 
of augury and^^^fpootf^r. Heapf ye <M»^5 of ekhcr Hcnirel 
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'* Quififilam, dwpdnie jucundo hoc Cioragtd^ Jlatimjubmijfi 
ilpufiUanimes cemuntur^ qua/i memores, dum aliis vitarH 
jbrgiuntur, sbse ipsos prop£RE ad interitum 
•mUERE !' — ^This is true of all and each, but of the Gal- 
j^us himfelf." *• Upon my word, you are very pleafant 
and allegoricaU indeed^ Sir." ** Hear the conclufion, 
friend Muz/' He then took a little breath for a few 
ninutes, and, with greater energy than before, he ex-^ 
chimed^ **Th£ Harveian Lamp now burns yet brighter! 
The prophecy is more determinate, the figures glow,, and 
the fubjefl becomes more fervid^ when the minister 
BIMSELF is difplayed in terms and language accommodated 
io his mighty fpirit and intrepid chara&er. He feels the 
lefburces within himfelf^ and iings his own hymeneal ia 
St. Stephen's ; he partakes not of the general languor, but 
congratulates himfelf on the commanding and conftitutional 
energies which he alone is able to call forth, and to exert 
unwearied. Here, indeed, it is nol the Phyfician who 
writes, it is rather the Poet who infpires, and the Orator 
who diSates. Do we not fee Mr. Pitt himfelf before us 
in the houfe, when the generation ofthefupplies is com- 
pleted? Is not the piAure full and adequate? 'Solu^ 
Callus noster, femine fpirituque plenus, fe contra 
erigii alacrior^ alarumque plaufu et voce triumphansi 
XPSEMET PROPRIU NUPTHS GANIT Hymenaeum!!!'* 
The Phyfician here ceafed, and quitted my room rather 
abruptly, and left me mufing on all the latent powers o{ 
political medicine and allegory, which my Lord Pybus had 
roufed. Being fatigued I had recourfe to my Lord's Poem, 
and read till a fwe€t and deep fleep, like the fleep of placid 
Death, fell upon me, and recruited my powers, which had 
been nther ovf rflrained in the fifcal colloquy. 

in 
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tn my next Letter I Qiall proceed to unfold various ptflaget 
in fome irafifa8i§ns of the laft year^ which have hitherto 
been Ae^rn^ philosophical ; but the Signs of ike Times have 
convinced me that they areola feriouSf fubtle, and political 
tendency, vhich feem to have ufhei^d in the appearance o£ 
Tut SoVfiRltCN on a benighted land* 

Believe me. Sir, yours faithfully^ 



C €6 ] 
MORNING CHRONICLE, Oader 24. tSoa. 
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A NEW POEM FROM THE TREASURY, 

'Eniiikd, *« ne SovEiMiGur 

At^iy&iSStD TO tits tUl^mtAZ VAlSSTTt PAUL, EMPKKOR Of' 

ALL TRB K.VSSIAS, K'HD *^ wt^ tkt JUodior circumjouees tf die 
€afe**{a\ dbdicateo to bis majesty, king gso&gb thx 

THIRD, BY THE MOST AFFBCTIOVATB OF HIS SUBJECTS, 

CHARLES SMALL PYBUS, M. P. •ne fthe {Ri^b HnmrM) 
Lords CommifftMas rftki Tteafury* 



To ikt EDITOR of the MORNING CHRONICLE. 



Emmfem canimus proAi Hev^flumina Pybum, 
XJt PugroV hVLLi dor us ajwrrexerit cmuisf 
Vtftm ad Pitro/iplin refmaitut Carmina Pybx ! 



LETTER V. 

COHTAIKIKG MANY LEARNED REFERENCES, AND DifP MEDT* 
CAL ALLUSIONS OF FORMER TIMES IN THE PHILOSOPHY OF 
KATURB, APPLIED TO *^ THE FISCAL PRODIGIES*' OF THE 
PRESENT age; WITH SOME OTHER SYMBOLIC PBiENOMBNA 
AMONG MEN OP SCIENCE WHICH PRECBDED THE 4PPBAR- 
ANCB OF THB TREASURY POBM * 

K. B. Thh LtUv (Jike the ^k) is intended frincif ally fir tie L^ers and Pm* 
trvns sf Learning and Natural Phiiofbfkj ; iir/, ax tk*y vjHI be read aJfi Ay aH 
the Cabinet Mtnijiert and their fiiendi^ it is reffe&Jully and kindly hoped that 
Mr. Canktno, and Sir Walter Farquhak, Bart, Vhyfician /• Mr. Pitt, 
Vfillyivhen cwfultedf exffain the Latin medieaJ fajfaves /o Mr. Ddndas, Mr. 
Kosf y and anv sthir Ftrnacuiar Gentlemen nvht may ifire f hefavemtd with t 
Jree Trauftation, 

(a) Mr. Pybus's DedicatioDf p. i* 



LETTER V* 

•* j^e ^^ fureyfartsjuttr^ qiti ttmt eft i/rai • enftx ii qu^t Ut BtfMt 
A ia Sdeilce mttitmU la main an Simbole tie Im Cmf/cicMegJ'* 
Bb&oajld dk Vbrville, CkaMkJil'Bf^g QatludrahJiTm^ 

SzR« Auiuft^g^ i8oa» 

TME Phylicjto, whdfc pl^fant, eloquent, and Poliitcdi 
C/ORlmentaiy on Harvey's Treatife Ds GENEiiATtoici 
AkiMALiuM 1 communicated to you in my laft Letter^ 
eiillied upon tite again yefterday « and I was glad to feeamaa 
4C>f fo miKh knowledge^ wit, and humour. I t^nquired c^ 
hith, if Ihe had made any neztf refearches lately, or difcoveredi 
tny hidden^ analogies ; as a perfbn of his quicknefs and induftrjr 
would confiderthepbilofophicalahd poetical world logethcf^ 
finc'^ my Loirdf Pybus hai blended fo much of both in Thb 
S^VEIt£fOM» in W^icb the digreflion outftrips the principd 
fubjeft, with other ftrafrtge things " noi infnfftrtLhly clever^ 
iiorftrioujly to the purfoft^^* as Gabriel John fays, fpeak* 
Ing of the intelligible world. He replied* •» It is true, 
I d6^ generally find inftru3ion mixed with pleafure, and all 
things Aew Yt* I talked to you of Harvey De Generatione 
when I faw you laft ; and Benedift fays, • The world muft 
• be peopfed ;* and the Royal Society is of the fame opinion, 
tr they never would have recommended the lattj^ohn Hunter* s 
♦MYSTtRIous SYRINGE [a\ otthc Antt-Periftafis ofGenim 
tati&n^ as 1 call it. The Prefidentand Council are not vtvf 
*k:e jtbout the mode of it, and let Mr. Everard Homs 
e^tplain whatever he pleafes, as you majr fee by turning to 
the Wo^k. Celefita! ^ti% and Earth Baths ^e idle expert* 

F % ments 

(a) Pkilofopkical TranfaSions for 17999 part S» p« 16 1 
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ments after this ; and Dr. Graham was a fpol to Hunter and 
Home. Never let me hear again of* Ok^ cheJci/tguraF 
^iil» I am perfuaded that this Society alludes only to Political 
Regeneration^ about the means of which fome folks are 
certainly not very fqueamilh/' 

** Natural Ph^Iofophy (I replied) has now Societies and 
Iriftitutions which a/e all royal: hut, notwithffanding this« 
I will never coafefitto give up my honeft and ingenious old 
I /riend Walkeii ai|4 lus naivete ; and I think the Ladies wiH 
be very ungrateful. indeed, if they defert the old George lor ike 
furo Albemarle. }Ni^t Gallus compofes, LyCoris fliould 
vead: I appeal to Mr. Pitt. I never will forfake G£ORGK ; 
;fbr the Rope and ratio of all our fludies are placed in Thk 
^OVER^IGN alone: I appeal to my Lord Pybus." ** True 
aj^n," .he laidi 

•• Nay more, he rejoined ; has not Mr. Evf rard Home, 
in his eflay on the ftruflure of the teeth of the graminivo^ 
rous {b) and carnivorous animals, plainly unfolded the whole 
growth of the matter of taxation^ when he defcribes £rft 
the vafcular ^ii//, then the cavity of the capfule^ and next the 
yifcid fluids partly abforbed, a|)d partly inffijfaitd\ or in 
other words, from the germ of Sir Robert Walpole, to the 
Jolid fyilem of Finance completed by Mr. Pitt, and now 
at lafi, for the ufe of parliamentary amateurs, * chryfialized 
Bnd enamelled* by that great dentifi. Indeed it mufi be con- 
feflfed that finer fets of teeih were never enjoyed or ufed than 
.by the prefent mini&ers; though certainly their friend, the 
Emperor Paul, appears to have dropped many of his 
denies Japientia in Holland, Italy, and Germany, to very 
little purpofe." — " How all events lead us to Pybus!" I 
replied ; *' and, as Shakefpeare's Biondello obferves, * He 

has 

[i) PKilofoph. Trans. 1799, pt. a« p* «37, &c» &c# . , :f 



C «9 3 

kft me behind to expound the meamogfaiid moral of tte 
figns and tokens {cy 

*i Yes, friend Muz, but the world muft not only b^ 
peopled ^nd have teeth^ but they mufi have fomething t0 
eat, and muft be comforted/ wanned, and oeconomtfed, or 
in other w(^ds, Rumfordifed* ^ But, Sir, the communica* 
tions of this philofopher have a hidden meaning, as Iflia!l 
^convince yoiu*'— f* Pray prove it Sir, I am al^ attention/' 
Thephyiician then proceeded,, as follows : 
/ *^ The ingenious Count Rumford, (who generally \ovei 
to Jet p'eople at work, aiid'tben kindly leaves them tofliift 
lot tjietnfelves, while he turns Ibme other iivtv purpofe)* at 
a time when Xhh world is heated from one end of it to kht 
other, has inftituted a very curious enquiry* The feeming 
import of.thepaper I (hall not queftton ; but: in reality! 
have nota.do^bt that the Count has a'fecret allufioa to 
the.Houfe of Commons, in the palling of The JkcoMi 
Act, in his enquiry concerning the weight if. heat (i). TIm 
Speaker, Mr, AddingtOn, who loves hot and cold air 
alternately, when fcientifically (tf) i^itroduced and judi» 
cioufly blended, is laid to favour this- invpftigation* The 
Count feems evidently to admire the prefent gtntxTA calm^ 
nejs and temperature of the houfe, notwithftanding • the 
vertical currents ' which now anc^ then affeft Mr. Pitt and 
Mr# Tierney. He is, in poffeffion of an excellent balance 
for the experiment of weighing heat ; and accordii^gly he 
fufpended two. equal fized bottles, prepared Jecundum 

1 F 3 ^ afiem 

• » ■ \ 

(c) Taming of the Shrew, Aft 4. 
\d) Phil. Tranfaa. 1799. ^^ 2. 

(^);M^y n^^mbers, who fit near ^kfpiraculaxn the 
H. of C. can tell this to their coft \ but Spe^iers mull b^e 
indulged in their philofophical freakst*— Puj^ush£R. 



I 70 } 
0ftm (eir At purpolii, jome of whi^ he called T.* writb 4 
fpecific quantity of pure difiilU4 water ^ and another with 
|Ufi equal weight p{ yfeak fpirita df mne^ which b* calkd 
F** : he weighed theip both firft in a rocmi ^ regularly icated 
ty a G^fLHA^Jftuf^' and tbrain i large r<kotn, * fronting 
th^ north, wb^fc^c air wiis. quiet, md.Aepi/a^ by 4 
|K>nny Cheimft .of the name of Dun das. The weight of 
tixe bottles differed but a liltle; but I refer to liye tKatife^*^ 
The Count then ieems to hint at, and lament the feepflibii 
of moft of the principal cfaemifts ofdJe national laboratdry, 
except oQe^ fturdy, .able-faeaded> ftrong workman /r^mV^ 
£orougif who never bfei a d^'s work) and though he it 
tiways near the furnace, yet nobody fayi hit hatodt art 
^Lvty. la the ffrsfent ytry afiive and complying date of 
Ihehottfe, all warmtk of OppoGiion is u^lefs; and it il 
«t true in political, at it is in natural pHiloCt^by, that bodies 
avhen heated are certainly not inereafed in weight. ^Thil 
fb&rine is uni^^rfally agreed to by the Tpeafury Bench, 
when the Minifter appears in bkie and gold, full dteffed 
H&er. a diawing*ropm« 

If Mr. Pitt cared a farthing for philofo'phy, and learn- 
ing, his own ingenuity might eafily adapt the Count's 
concluding words on this experiment to hit own purpofe, 
Vhen the ncto Income Biff is agajn introduced into the 
boufe. He might fay, '• Mr, SpEAKfeR, I/the wight oj 
gold f^ fuppofe, Mr. Editor, he has been juft exhibiting 
fome finiQied famples in the clofet) is neither Hugffiented 
}ior lejfened by one millionth party upon being heated Jrom 
fhe point of freezing wafer to that of a bright r^ heat; 

(eifidei^tly 

^ Aliegorical bottles. Mr. P. always ad^liTed the pottle. 
Cox^uren^-'PuBLXSHfii. 



(evidently and moft poetically alluding lo tlia fiate of tlie 
country 9 and his o^n /olid {ytttm of finanee^ which will 
liear more heating yet for our prefervatioOt and to his 
moft judicious and beautif i^ aifcent from the triple afleff* 
ment ^ to the decimated income, which is fo liniverrally 
admired,) / think Mr. Speaker, *• we may very fifely 
conclude that all attempts to difcover any efie6l of heal 
upon the apparent weight of bodies^ will be fruitlefs*** u r« 
From all the reports and experiments of the Conunittees, h 
appears that our purfes are juft as weighty now, as befoit 
the heat of the Houfe had been applied to them^ and are 
really as heavy as ever they were, •* Any thing herein fa the 
contrarywife notwithjlandingj* 

1 leave you. Sir, to determine What is the nature df 
Citizen Count Rumford's philofophy; while, as my Lord 
Pybus fubKmely fings, ^ 

" (Great Pitt's) e/tahliflidgUry thus dejits^ 
The fivtoer of Pce/y^ that never dies : {e) 
Though quarries are amfum^d^ and milltonsj^ent^ 
When the toholg Emjktre forms one monument!! ! (f) 

' So eafily will fuch poetry unite with fuch philofophy, and 
compofe The Soveileign, which the Frencli call ,thePeop}(^ 
but we, the loyal fubjeSs of this realm, wiU for ever call 

OUR BELpVED KiNC \[g\ 

Tlie 

{e) i. e. My Lord Pybus's. 
Xf) Pybus's Sovereign, p. 24. 

ig) Some few perfons, however, on the Civil Lift, now 
and then aflc Mr. Pitt rather flirewdly " Mafe £ Re, percke 
non pagar See the Opera ^/Theodore, King of Corjca, 
who regiftered his Kingdom for the benefit erf his credi- 
tors,— Publisiier. . • * . 

^4 • 
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The next filbjeft of rational alarm in thefe Pbilorophicat 
Tranfa£liQns of. the Royal, Society^ and prophetic of th^ 
Treafury Poem, i$ a Treatife of a mixed nature, I ,inean» 
Mr. George Biggxn's communications on the Calliq 
Acip, ap4t ^^. Tfftming, Principle {h\ In this Trcatife, fpeakr 
jng of thefe two, principles, the Philofopher moft profoundly 
pbferves, that " Jf they are not both ufeful, probably on^ 
is detrimental r/ Caution, you kpow, is the eflence of true 
^hilofophy. Mn JBiggin next tells us, th;^t the Bark is ap-. 
p\ied'{9 mafs (a dangerous t prench phrafe); and he then 
appeal^ with the greateft compofure (and- as if he had don^ 
|iothing. wrong) to his Grace ofBepforp (I was alarmed 
violently when I read the paffagc), who aftually gave hm 
^Mr. G» B,) ^\ the means of profecuting fome experiments 
on THE, Gallic Acid!" The words whiph follow are 
more and more alarming ; fpr fliortly after the Philofogh^ 
ilates, that '* by a faturated folutipn oifulphate ofiron^ he 
procured a tejl ioi the Gallic Acid !'* * .By this he evi- 
dently can mean. nothing but the principle of the French 
Revolution Jet loofe, and in aflivity, from the teji which he 
a£lually procured from the Duke of Bedford, 

1 Would have written inftantly to Mr.CoIhoun and Mr. Ford ; 
1)ut in the final refult of his remarks on this French Tannings 
]Mr. Biggin gives unequivocal figns of true patriotifm,' in 
wprds which my Lord Pybus fliould verfify in the next Edition 
of "his Sovereign. « 4s T^E Gallic Acid (fays Mr. B.^ 
does notjcem to combine with the matter oJJkin% and as its 
q/iringency will corrugate thejurface, we may conclude^ that 
it's pre/effjce ifi tanning (the European and American^ but in 
particular the Britifli and Ififh fkins) is NpT O^Ly usEi^^ss^ 
»UX PETRIMENTAL J- 

^ Theft 

^ {h) Pbi)pibpfa,TwifaiQ; i^SQ* Pan g^ p. $^^p 
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Thcfe fidgular pafliges feemed to pprtend the appearance 
pf fome great work. Which would illuftrate with a powerful 
jMcn thefe great add fovereign truths. 

I have been difturbed alfo, but in a lefs degree^ by the 
ijigeoioui Mr. Corse's account of the Afiatic EUpkanis^ 
and the mpde of their dentition (t), in the fame Tranfa&ions| 
but a^ I. read on* my fears were turned into a kind of exaU 
tation and an lo Triumphe. Indeed, Sir, no one can doubt 
that the tendency and real meaning of Mr. Corse's paper 
on the Afiatic EUphant^^ is political from the beginning to 
the end» fince the Mar(2UIs Wellesley has prevented 
thi croj^ng tjke treed with the Gallic fpecies by (what Mr. 
Corfe terms) '• an indifqriminate intercoufe partaking of the 
qualit ies of their refpeftive progenitors." 

The wife and decifive meafures of this diftinguifhed NobIe« 
4nan, ^nd moft abLe .GoVier nor of India, haA certainly pre* 
vented '* the growth of n^a; teeth, and the effification, and 
Jormation of the fangs from going on^'' as Mn Corfe ex- 
prefles it, and as it was intended; Mr. C. obferves admirably, 
and with undoubted relation to this event, >th^l *< after the 
fecond year, the mouth of the elephant (produced by the 
<mixtur€ of the Gallic and Myfore breed) would have been 
conjiantly filled with as many lamins of grinders on tack 
Jide as it could hape held;'* and, I bqlieve, I may add lo 
. (he utter extirp^ion of the Bengal kind. 

I refer to the original Treatife ; but the true intent cannot 
be better exemplified in Mr. Corfe's Plates, No.|6,'7, to, it, 
s^nd 12, than in all the late difp^tches from Lord Morning- 
70^ frqm India to the courtof Dire3ors; but particularly in 
^^^t confuiyim^te and majlerly compofition, his letter on 

(be 
(1) Philpfoph, Tranf. Pt. 2, p. 205. 
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iheftdA of April, T799» on the CArrURE of SERiKeAPA. 
rAM • i think you will agree with me in confidering it as the 
ableft State Paper which has been exhibited in chefe evcntfid 
tiines* ' I Mm told, that Lord Mornington (who not only loves 
latia Poetry, but writes it well himfelf) concluded a private 
letter on this fubjefl, and on the prowefs of the foidiery, to 
one of his claflical friends, with tbefe energetic verfes ; 

Singula coinple£li cuperem, fed denfior inilat 
Geftorum feries, laudumque fequentibus undis 
Obruimur, CMSi foJI^Jcra Mia TYKA:siiiV' 

And fpeaking of the encxeafed weight and Mtent of tho 
Covemment of India, he exclaims, 

. Obfiupet hic.pTDpriiJptSatcr ponderis Atla$ ! 

So many. Sir, andfo various have been the fjrmbolic terroit 
and prodigies which have ihaken the world of philofofrfiy, 
Jietters, and politics, before the appearance of the ethereal fun 
of Pybus, in the arAic hemifphere of Poetry. 

From this partial furvey, under a rational degvee of alarm 
ahd apprehenfion in the prelem time, you perceive, Sir, thajt 
thePbilofophicalTranfaflions of theRoYAtS6ci£TYarenot 
. fuchidle and.infignificant works, as ignorance has reprefented 
.them to be, but pregnant with interefting, awful, and foUtu 
ra/ matter, worthy of a fociety which fprung, like Minerva, 
irom the heiwi of TA^Sovereion, 

: Indeed, Sir, from all thefe various confiderations and 
figns of the tijnes, I cry out, with the learned Mr. George 
Rose, a gentleman equally convcrfant with the fecular 
odes of Horace and Pye, " fpem i^nam, certamque domum 
reportoT If we therefore compare the fublimity of Pybus 

with 
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With the flights of Pitt, and the poetry of the Second Lor^ 
of the Treafury with the ^/cality of the Firfi^ wc muft ci?« 
claim in ftrains worthy of Homer (/j— ^ 

M . Nay, fljould as high 

As Pelion pil'd on Ofla volumes Ize^ 
And cloud-capt heaps of panegyric raife, . 
This couplet would contain their fum of pralfe; 
Taxes and Verfes were their conilant aim, 
Their deeds are equal, e(|ual is their fame.'* 

I hope, Sir, ftortly to accjuaint you that I have had better 
fuccefs in my endeavours to obtain a fight of *• The Con^ 
tinuation of the Sovereign by the Cabinet Minijiers andiheir 
friends.^* Jf \ (hould not be fo fortunate, I (ball commu^ 
nicate to you fome further partio^Iars which I intended to 
fupprefs. Put I know you will forgive me, s^s exifling 
€ircumftances juftify eyery ^hing and every body. I am^ 
$ir, Vour'« faithfully, 

I^AVRENTiyS MUSAMB£RTIUS. 

(/) Pybus's Sovereign, p. 25. N. Bt The great Critics 
of the prefent days, when they would give an inllance of the 
fublime or pathetic, adopt the Ib Trcuf of Lonffinus, or 
«• How does HE escprefs iff** meaning Pybus, as Lopginus 
tllways mpans Uom£R. 



N. B^ The remaining Lifters on tits inierefting fuhjtH iavf been 
/pHghtfor in vaifff 
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t THE ORGIES OF THESPISt 

OR, 

THE MYSTERIES OF PARNASSUS AND CASTLE 
HOWARDI 

A SERIES OF LETTERS 

' ' ■ ] ■ ■ ON 

THE EARL OF CARLISLE'S TRAGEDY, 

CalUJ, " The STEP^MOTHER:r 

By P£TRONIUS Arbitbk. 



From the MORNING CHRONICLE, Augufi go, 1800. 



To the EDITOR ofthc MORNING CHRONICLE. 
LETTER L 

CONTAINING PRELIMINARY REMARKS ON TtCTtOW 

V poetical" AND POLITICAL, BEFORE THE AUTHOR 

OF THE LETTERS RUSHES INTO THE JUJDST OF THISOSm 



^ Dc grege non aufim quicquatn deponere tecum; 

Eft mim, namque, domi rtf/^r— cAinjusta Novseca !** 

ViEGiLy or LoED Carlisle /p the Manager tfDrwy* 
lane Theatre. 



Sir, June 18, iSoo* 

>Ve are aflured by Critics that all Poetry is fi^ion : but 
of this dodrine fome peribns have entertained doubts, and 
in particular the admirers of Lucan, among whom we muft 
«ame as the firft and chief the great Corneille. The foul of 



C 7« 1 
mm kiriMn ^^taiNSd'to be pcdn^ly tisttetipt^ie M feigtt^ 
iog and of falfehood, or, at fome term it, of Lies, according 
to the nature of its peculiar qualities, which have been Very 
fkitoj0phic)stlf iiiticei in mdderd times;' ft is indted 
lb extremely eafy to write Mi fpeai: truiif that no fuperiw 
faculties need to '€fip&&€nUi i*p At Employment, and 
there is no gratification in it of a delicate or an exquifite 
kind. Tbii», wbm the EaStI. or L91HO AVE undertook 
So build a firft rate man of war for the Defence of Great 
Britain at his own privat<S expence, he naturally thought 
that the Country w^ald ^ m well pttfxki at his ajlonijking 
declaration as with the accomplilhment of his promife^ 
becaufe he argued thus-—'* If I perform it, or not, Surprife 
1» no fecond part/' 

A Gentleman, who wrote at the beginning of this century^ 
iaurino vuliu^* aflures us, that we have a right to private 
truth from our Reighboiiis,f and tJo'ecHMmcal truth £rom 
our families; but that we have no right at all to political 
truths and that " the Pebpfe nA/ d^ well ,all pretend to be 
Xords of Manors and pofle& great eftates, as to bave .truth 
ftold them m mailers of Government*" It is not my 
j^roiriince to prove or difproVe tl^, or to decUre in wHom 
the right of this political coinage' from the mint oi JiBion 
is veiled; for I think that all parties aGTume it by turns, and 
Jifue the fpecie with great fuccefs. The vinegar of Hannibal 
is now contrafted with the ^ii/i»^ of Bonaparte, and the 
lOand of De Foe and his Parrot with the IJle its Saintcs of 
•Mr. Pitt and the prattle of Privy Counfellor Camiiftg; with 
«U the notes, prefafceV, commelics, and tranltations of ^ 
the iniifCept^d Letters from Mr. Mazzinghi*s celebrated 
EpilUesto tbofe <6| tl\e aimied Chiefs and Savans of tbe 
Igypliw Dynafty« . 

•The Hiftorian of John Bull, 



t 79 J 

Tbe reafon, indeed, vAty people attend fo little at prefeiH 
Co Poetry hthk, that Ifae iktte of tfacf world is ftieh as W 
fi£Uon ever yet could eonc^ivii or paint ; and the com« 
fortable c>:iAeitfce (for fo k really U, lA fpite of alt tiiittgs) 
of our whole nation is preferved and fecured, with ai^ 
arniual expendSttii'e of tear sixty millions sterlino: 
•mf Mr. Ktt "' frtrtdftts his foiled fpritt in that dilighu 
Jul land of fatty ^ and, iaftead of Regaling hiinfelf wii 
Spenfer, revds with Adam Smith hi ihe Paradfife <li 
Finance* The exploits of Alexatidet in the £aft fitik 
Before the gallant armies of a Company of Merchants; an4 
% future CurtiUs will give us the tts gcfla of a Harris anA 
a Baird with the Commentaries of Henry Dundas; fuc% 
fcenes indeed furpafs fable, and are yet true. Nay, Hk 
'thclEAkL or Carlisltb fings m* his new Tragedy, Jf/!?^m^, 
as I fuppofe, in allufioa to Mr. Pirr^s eloquence in the 

Hortife of Coramcms on /iJtf/ fuhjcft — 

» . *: 

. ^ ^RreBnAt l^at^t hgl/t ddnkmg^ that ih aliments 
Mgvijk^d HTS tbtfgMe^ ufave themfikes tie trwhk 
Ofdmdera^P' {a} 

Or, as the fame noble Poet ^n^^ again^ in allufion, as t 
fuppofe, to the cavalry embarked in the late fecrct Expedi- 
tion to Holland, in an dS^Qing or witty dialogue between 
two Servants— 

FREDERICK. 



♦ We beg the Writer's' pardon for even adding a note to 

liis works, but certainly Adam Smith is no longer among 

•She Minifter's books. Adam- Smith is banifted by Lord 

liverpoolto'the •* land of Faery," and now Miaifters. ait 

faii^to proceed without hois! — Publisher. 



(a) Lord Cailifle's. Tragedy,, afi i. k.z. 
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FREDERICK. 

^ Well, Gentleiiien» have you iow^y^uf HarfcsV* 

FRANCIS. 

•• We have loft ourfdvcs^ mAfomdnothimgfo g9adr (I) 

But in all thefe fevere alluGons, I do not find in the Tia^ 
gedy that his Lordfliip has ventured on fuch an eEtravagaBza» 
as to bring in an Emperor giving two months pay in advance 
io his troops, or a Britifli Minifter paying lefs than the 
ijuota of above two-thirds of the whole armed Alliance. 

Sir» I am fo poflTefled with the imperious power of fifliom 
(like Mr. Dund4s'8 domineering Army% which was all 
deftroyed in the We{l»Indies), that you muft forgive this 
Pierian heat, which makes me digrefs, though very much 
to the purpofe of this country, even in the beginning of my 
.Commentary. I hear the grinding of Mills, and the bif&ng 
chartered Ovens ; I hear the lowings of pontraBed Oxen in 
Smithfield and St. Stephen's Farm; the exprellive lamenta- 
tion of Lord Galloway on the lofs of his Arm- Chair; the 
Courtfhip of Cato and Cornelia, or the Armours oltht preun 
Chevalier Guillaume and our Lady of the Bank; and all the 
Armourers of the Excife cloGng the rivets up, and confoli- 
dating the Income of the land. I hear thefe and other founds 
yet more terrific (if indeed more terrific can be heard}, and 
I fly to the poetry of former ages for relief, fuch as was 
found in the days of Shakefpeare, when Queen Elizabeth 
rejlored the overplus of the Taxes to her fubjefls. Oh, chc 
iel delirol 

How fapiently therefore, and how judiciouQy does Lord 
Carlifle declare, in the admirable Prejace to his Tragedy^ 
that he, as a bulkined Knight of the Garter, ** has not had 

recQUrft 
[b) Lord Carliae*s Tragedy, aft h fc R» 
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tecourfe to recorded {d) Hiftory, or the invention ot 
cotemporary \iV^riter$." (?) His "Lordfhip's penetration faw 
it would h«ve been as abfurd in him, as if Mr. Sheridah, iti 
his Tragedy Rehcarfed,. had made Lord ^ixrlti^JpeoA; or 
as if the Anti-Jacobin Reviewers were to expatiate, on the 
devotions of any Prime Minifter, thoogh they might make 
him fit out ptiblic prayers four or five times a year with 
decency, or hear i fermon, zs a prelude to k, feaft. No. 
Sir, the noble Tragediaft, like Mr. Pitt^ declares^, that " he 
has recalled the attention of the public to our izon Refourcts^ 
inftead of turning "for fupplie^s to foreign lya^ehoufet of 
treafure;" and wiflies, like him> to afcwriain the fad^ 
whether our »a/^^ miners ofHches have» in rciality, bee's 
txkaujltdy or whether they have not been ^apruioujly neg^ 
Uilcd*' (y) by injudicious meafures of finance, poetical 
and political, and for that purpote. the Tragedian ahd the 
Minifter have founded all the depths itnd (hoals of dome/lie 
'Income. 

, By way of, agrentens, N^r. Pi^t has learned tfie art of 
Gardening from a French Abbe, and has digged the 
poetical Manual of all Savcr^tgra by his fifca! brother, my 
Lord CommilTioner Pybus; and he has laWfy (iil anticipation 
of his own future obedience to laymen) eo-operated with 
Lord Auckland, another Stat'e-Poer, in the province of 
ancient wifdote witb the tio^ry Fathers of ve^fe; 

CoNClf* 

(d) It is diimcutt indeed to decide what his Lordfliip has 
.Had recourfe to, except \ii% Jlirtdtidn with th^Jupernaiural 
Ctrts of the 'North.— PuiiiskfiRfc 

(€) Lord Carlifle's Pl-eface to his Tragedy. 

{/) Lord Carlifle's Preface, as above. 

G 
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CONCUBITU PROHIBERE VAGO, DARE JURA MARITI&^ 

Infelix ! utcunquc fercnt ea fafla Minorcs^ 
ViNCET AmorI 

This is but a preliminary letter of introdu£lion to more 
pfofound renaarks in politics and the kindred arts ; and as 
/<$< Critique on Pizarho has gratified the public tafte from 
pdCrician{g)fent I flatter my felf that an attempt to difplay the 
beauties of the Step* mother will not be lefs fuccefsfu). 
Indeed if Mr. Sheridan, the tranflator of Pizarro, had 
cpiitended with his Lardfhip> like the two Swains in Virgil, 
the one for a She-Calf^ and the other for a Cup, poetical 
j^ftide muft allovr .with Damsetas, 

St ad fltnlam f/iedes, nihil cfi quod Pecula laudes ! 
But as Lord Carlifle trufts himfelf to the clofet, and Mr. 
Sherrdai> to the pomp and circumflance of a theatre, I leave 
the divifion of modefty to be fettled between them. Yet if 
we look to the^ Conqueror of Peru", and the Ambajfador 
to the United Northern States, of America in later days, we 
muft de<?ree the laurel to Mr. Sheridan, and the olive to his 
Lordlhip. (A). 

I am, Sir, your's wkh regard, 

Pltronius Arbiter. 

is) Written by Lord Carlifle. — Publisher. 

[h) Lord Carlisle went over as Ambajfador during the 
American War, invefted with the Green Ribband^ as Pro- 
feifeur en gaie fcience. This was more adapted to the cha-*' 
rafter of a Poet, who hates all reftraint, than to h^ gartered 
at the knee, as he now is. All Poets are painted as loofe in 
their attire; fo one of his Lordfliip*s predeceflbrs is dc-< 
fcribed ; — 

A Sli/i-Jhod Sibyll led bis fteps along, • 

In lofty madnej's meditating fong ! 

^ ■*...] 

N. B. The Sequel ff this tetter cannot befgwuim ^ 
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Thefoilifwing Letter is inferted out of its /Jace^ lut the Morning 
Chronicle which contained it could not be found at the time of hr in ting 
the ibth page of this ColleSlion* 



^ARhADORO's THiRD LETTER,* 

EKC LOSING 

THE LETTER 

• FROM 

THE EARL OF LIVERPOOL 

TO . 

^HE Rt. Hon; WILLIAM PITf^ 

CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEftUERi &C; 



to ike EDITOR of the MORNIMG CHRONitlE. 

^iR^ June id, 1800.* 

1 HAVE a particular iatisfaEtioh in fending you an Ori- 
ginal Copy of LokD Liverpool's Letter to Mr. Pitt oa 
the awful fubjeft of •* ike Apparition of the Ghost 
of the latt George Chalmers, £fq. F. R. S. S. A* 
after his Literary Interment!'* It is a genuine and well 
aitefted Document^ and will be valuable to future ages, if 
the Records of the. Councils of this kingdom are preferved 
with zeal and fidelity^ ; and will be an additional proof of 

G 2 the 

* Sec p. 36 of this Colleftion, for the Letter to which it 
alludes. 
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the unremlatng attention which the prefent Xfinifters ol 
this Country have uniformly and religioufly paid to Literary 
mta^^Jier thdr dutafe. 

I ami with regard, Sir, your's, 

^ARBADORO. 



«* A LETTER/r^m J^E EarL OT LIVERPOOL, Prejt^ 
dent of the Board ^ Trade, &c. &c. 0c. to The Rt, 
Hon. William Pitt, Chancellor of the Exchequer^ 
&c. (Be. &c. cpniaimog a faithful Nariative of all the 
circumfiances which attended M^ Apparition ^the Ghost 
'^ the late George Chalmers, F. R. S. S. A. in the 
precinfiy of the Treafury, after his Literary Interment j" 



ATTEStATXONS TO THE AUTHENTICITY O^ THE CoPY. 

** We, i^hofe names are underEghed, do atteft the 
aathenticity of the ToUovring StATE Paper. 

.,. Barbadoro the Elder, Privy Councellor fot 
the Affairs of Corfica, Ceylon, Surinam^ 
Quiberon Bay, and other Britifli Poffeffions}. 

Scevola, dhie Vounger, Affiftant to William 
Flint, Efq. the Superintendaitt of Aliens^ 
and to C. Goddard, Efq. Colleaor and 
Tranfmitter of State Papers. 

John Sowerby, Thomas Lack, George 
DowLEY, Clerks in the Office of Trade, &c; 

W* PoiiLOCRi 
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W. Pollock, W. H^ Higdek, W. H'Ufr 
KissoNt G. Hammokd, S. RoLL£5TO^,^ 
Under*Secr^aries and Qlerjks in thq Sf cr^-v 
taiy of State's Offij:es. 

ilLiCHAKO TuLLY, liiterpseter ot* Qrient4 
Langu^es* 

jpHN Ring, Law, Clerk. 

JpHN BfiucE, Secreuiy of the Lsitiny and 
other unknown Languages. 

£LiicAB^TiH Stacey^ Houfekceper to the 

Board of iTrade and Plantations. 
I|lizabeth Li3?QHrii:LD,Neccffary Woman, 

to all the Members of the Moft Hpn^the.. 

privy Council. 



THE EARL OE LIVERPOOL 

TO 

THE RT. HON. WILLIAM PITT. 

Sit miki/as modo vifa Icqui : Jit Numineye/frj^ 
T under € us alti terrd tt caUgine wcrfat ! 



»THE FESTIVAL OF THE VENERABLE BEpE,. LEGAlk 
. MONK.*' 

Office tf Trade md^Plmtatims^ ^ 
My Deaji Sir^ May^Ljy i8qo. 

YOU have, bpen foanuch acpullomed, in the long courfe 

of your aftpnifliing Adminiflration, to eycry, thjng which is.. 

G 3 ftrange,^ 

♦ A beautiful phrafc ufcd by Lord Carlifle in the H. of I^,, 
m^g<tdX\y admired by Lord kcnyon.-r-PuBH5HER. ^ 
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-firange, portentous, and alarming in the State, that th^ 

magnanimity of your fpirit will never fuffer you to flirink 

* at terror either at home or abroad. You have heard the 

fcreams of death, and the clamourings of the obfcure bird ; 

the fnol'tings of the'war-horfe, and the thundering of reviews ; 

you have feen and felt th^ agonizipg convulfions of all 

nations, and the pride, circumilance, and pomp of defen- 

five war. All this. Sir, you have heard and feen, and have 

%t down unappalled at the ronghnefs of the Seafon, con- 

foled and calmed by the Jure and cfrtain hope which our 

icomroon friend Mr. GeorOe Rose has brought home 

with him> That very ingenious and profound author and 

.moft able and diligent Servant of the Treafury, like th^ 

.^atin bee^ gathers for himfelf the fragrance of the thyme, 

and the fweeis of every flower-bed on the banks of Thames, 

and in the groves of Hampfliire. 

Mr. George RoFe indeed pretends not to foar in the 
empyreum with the Laureat, nor to fling the hand of pc^wer 
acrofs theharp of Pybus. That Treafury Bard fo wildly 
daring and fo irregularly great, the fovereign of your 
willing foul, the y[diAox of t^e No^th, will confirm the 
ftrength of your fpirit and the animation of your genius. 
He will beft declare to you^ from t^le trembling of the 
laurel and the infpiration of the tripod, what it is your duty 
yet to avoid, and what you miffl maintain. 

Qu^ firimafimcula vitesy 
Quidve /equens^ tantos pojjisjujitrari labor^f^ 
Nate Dea ! nam te majoribus ire per altvm 

^USFICXIS MANIFESTA f lOES ! 

But I have other fubjefts to engage your attention; for 
(hf^p^h ^t i^ (pertain that Heaven bides nothipg from the 

yie\v^ 
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views of Minifters, yet the deep traftsof Tartarus and the 

invifible world are alfo ready to difclofe their fecrets to 

the Cabinet. I believe no man lamented more than yoti 

and myfelf the departure of that great and admired Scholar 

and Gentleman, the late GEORGE'CkALMERS, F.R.S. S.A. 

when he left for ever the world of learning, common fenfe, 

and good manners. I faw him quietly inurned, as it was 

my office and my defire to do, and I then thought that 

ingenious and laborious perfonage would have refted in 

. the grave. You and I approved the honours which were 

paid to him with fuch propriety and folemnity .at his 

Literary Funeral; and I know how keenty you 

regretted the uneafinefs whighyou fo innocently occafioned 

to that worthy man, in his laftjiterary moments, by the 

tax you meant to propofe on Sheet-Lead. But the late 

George faid, as he lay expiring, that as he fliould fliortly 

be no longer a burden or weight upon the Country, he 

forgave you as a man and a Mihifter. 

I know, Sir, that you are well acquainted with the 
Annals of the Deceafed, (which are rather longer and more 
profound than thofe of Tacitus,) with his Eflimates and 
beautiful digrcflions, and that ftory of the dramatic Cock 
and the Warwickfhire Bull^ (I mean no offence to Mr. 
Wyndham), and the Baronet's Cheft, and other pleafantries, 
which liave enlivened the hours of your retreat at Holwood, 
and already fill the (helves of your vifionary Library*. 
Indeed of late I am convinced, that your head has been 

wool- 

* Mr. Pitt kindly entrufts Mr. Soane with the plan of a 
Staircafe for his Library, but he will not commit to him the 
eroftion of ^ ^ew Hovje of Lords and Commons, which be 
r?ferv«s forhimfclf, as the National Archite6h — Publisher. 

G4 
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wool-gatherings* and your unmeafured ability has reduced 
|hc whole concentrated evidence of a great Yorkfhire Ma- 
fiufaSurer into the words, ** / cannot telly \ with as much 
cafe and dexterity as you did the eflence of a long and in- 
terefting Debate on the Consular Letter into tbefe' 
terms, " I amnotfare^^ 

Our poor departed friend George Chalmers indeed 
inade Apologies for every one but himjelf^ as the Poet lays, 

Mindlefs the while 
Kimfe^^ though faircft unfu/ifiorted flower 
From his beft prop fo far, ^xid^ormfo nigh ! 

And we all know that you have propofed him in this refpefl 
ai an objefl; of imitation, (ince Kings, Emperors, and States 
have received a (imilar apologetic kindnefs from your elo-' 
quence, and with the fame afTeflionate exception. But 
whether George feeks the laurel or the olive, I fear they 
will bloom alone in metaphor for the departed Grammarian^ 
or the auguft Monarch, 

Your Right Honourable f Colleague has infiruQed you 
in the duties of The Sovereign; but Horace hks raifed 
you ilill higher, and fet before you the example of Jove 
himfelf. Nay Horiier has', for your emulation« depi£ie4 
the honours of the Saturnian. brow, and taught yop 
how m (hake the heaven and the eaith. At ^^ur coin* 
^and, and at your liod, the Sovereigns of Europe muft 
bend and become fubje&s tbemfelves ; and ni^hen ;^ou reflefi' 



* Alluding to the curious debate on the Exportation o( 
Wool in the difcuffion of the Articles of the Irifli Unioiu ^ 

t My Lord Commiffioner Pyb us. 



on your triumphs over thj? oppofiag Titans, ^u tD«y 9iOfifp^ 
tte God, in title and in effeftJ 

Rf^i in ^Ji^ intfferium eft Jo vis J ^ 
Clari Xyigantto ffhm/A^^ 
Cunila fupercilio m»^x»tist . 

T^liethcr State- Affairs can be movfd c^tx^iht I^fhall not 
d^cicle; .but adoring millions have felt the Qlym^izxifutfa'm 

' Romances, Sir, Ipive often been the delight of the wift 
und great ;^ and my defire of relaxii^g yopr pol'itical labours 
would incline meW recommend tp you the magic of the 
foreft or the liiyfteries of ihe CaJiUy if I dad not myfelf a 
fubje£l to unfold pf ilrange 'and thrilling horror. It has 
|ieea afferted \y a poet, that when iht hrains were out, 
the man >vill not always die; and your experience, literary 
^h.d poiitical, muft induce you to confirm the do6lrine. 
I' have licver been very converfant in poetry and legends, 
(ill lately, iince I have applied feduloiifly to Talifmans a^nd 
the d^rl^ ^rts to explain the pharnomena of State* In thefe 
i{^dies I have been marvelloufly afli/led by that learned 
Wizard, Chief Juftice Reeves, my firft and ableft fjini^ 
liar/m^Vy my late iCoufin and Counfellor in riddles and 
affairs of death, the ever- lamented George Chalmers^ 
;v^ho little dreamed he ihould To fopn himfelf vifit the drear 
?nd unpleafant region. But that good man is no more* t 
have been* informed lately in a dream, when under the 
influence of my Talifman, that when George firft ap- 
peared in a certain place, the Spirits en ii^affe took him for 
QklSBOURDON theSeconi)! and hailed him on his arri- 
val in terms which were hot (Irange to him, as he had fo 

Uberally beftowed them on others during his mortal exift. 

i;,, . _ ......;..... _,- cnce/ 
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cnec; The Spirits ftartted at the fight of him, and cried 
ost — 

** Oh fue! Frocard i in(Nd6 blanc, in6iti6 nw, 
Foriant crtMtere en ecuelle arrmdie / 
Jbtfier afftM de c€t Aidmal Jtit^ 
Les Cordeliers^ riants d*un fur maliu^ 
J)irettt ifi^j ias f ^ Cs^ Hom^e £st Jacobin T^ 

Indeed, Dear Sir, my Office has fuffered much from hi» 
)of$ and dejparture, and I often ftart at the Council Table 
^as you muft perceive) wheA I think of George! My 
clalTical and polite friend Mr. Fawkener has felt th^ 
Ynod acute and excruciating pains from his abfence, and 
our heft Conjlitutional Lawyer and very learned Chief 
Juftice of other times, the amiable and affeflionate John 
Reeves, is now abfolutely without confolation. Patroclus, 
as Lord GrenviWe will acquaint you from Homer, once 
appeared to Achilles; and Creufa to iEneas; and 1 be- 
lieve you have already been informed, that Chalmers has 
Tcvifiied the regioiis above, and appeared to hi3 bofom 
friends Fawkener and Reeves. They told me of the 
dreadful apparition^ which I heard with my ears and hair 
creS, and yet was I inclined to be incredulous, But now 
being familiar with the d^rk fcience, I confulted my regifler 
of the Stars, when Saturn would be in the trine afpeR\ and 
liaving difcovered it, \ told them the next day, that as I 
knew them to be men of honour ^nd veracity, I would 
give credit to their report, as Hamlet did to Horatio and 
Marcellus, and would watch myfelf in their company after 
1 had performed fome proper ceremonies, and dreffed 
myfelf for the awful occafion, as my books prefcribcd, 
I pcrfuaded them to undergo fome rites of purification 

with 
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with myfelf, and fliall now unfold to you all that paffed 
pn this terrifid night, when we peeped through the blanht 
pf the Treafury, and the Stars feeined for a while to hide^ 
their fires. Here I IJiall paufe for a moment over my 
departed friend the If^te Qeprge, va, the pr^cinfts of th^ 
Council and Cabinet* 

jProdigiis a^us COfJeJlihus^ ojfajkiaho; 
Etft^tuam tumulum^ tt tumulo/okmnia mitfam^ 
JBterimmqui locus CHAtMSRi nomen iaieiii. 



N. B. The remainder of Lord Liverpool's Letter fiiz^ll 
appear in a day or t\YOf 



N» B. Tic Morning ChrmcU and othr Fafari hav$ h(n €xa» 
ptinedf fut it docs not a/t/iear thi^ the Remainder of this interefiing^ 
^wfid^ and offering Letter ever tuas printed. Recour/e Jiowever hat 
not yet been had to the State^Paper Office ; and/ome hopes are enter* 
gained from the kind ajjifiance of Mr- Goddard and Mr. Bruce in thai 
^e^artmenu 
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TJi< fdltywing Pa/ur£ tvure iran/mitted amnymoufiy /a the FMifi^r 
^this ColU^ion^ and are firinted nuithoui altiration^ as he received 
IhttA. H^htther they *wdre ever befit e frinted^ did'^ ntt aJtJUat fr^ 
fke maimer rf ikeir x9MmmncMtion . 



HOARORl HORROR! HORROR f 

OS, 

tHE IM5^ERIAL CONCERT At THE GREAT ROOM 
IN f HE 6Pi:kA HOUSfi, 

APRIL as, 

JSAlNt fcEORGE's D AYI 



^'SX* ^fi^* <^ iuttriida H'gMrttot 



Wi 



Sir, ApYilz/^^ i^oo, 

^£ live in an 4ige ot wondenri terrors, prodigies, portents^ 
and figns» which hav^ p^ervaded courts, theatres; exhibiti<^nsi 
laWf phyfi'C, and divinity, and at laft have infefled Musici 
itfelf^ * I read iii the Papers this moidiing that thb Direflori 
of the Ancitni Concert had with fingulai: felitity fekfled. 
the Mafque in Macbeth to regale the moft gniciou$ 
and aciguft'ears in the kingdom. As I doubted the fa£l, I 
borrowed a book of a Subfcribfer^ and behold — it was fo. 
What would the wilS of the Anti- Jacobin have obfferved 
on this occafion, had that ingenious Paper been in exiftL 
ttice ; (he Empire would have been declared to be in dan- 
ger, and a Committee of Secrefy appointed* to examine the 
ilafqucn H*l I been there, I fliould have exp.efled tli* 

Jufti^es, 



C 94 3 

Juftices, for Hops are innocent to this, and Bull-iaiting 
b meritorious and exemplary. I love the tremendous words 
of the [a) Mafque! — But, Sir, — ^to celebrate the Murder of 
Duncan in the Opera Room» and the fali of DARit^s(^) in 
the Opera Houfe in one and the fame week — *' It is not, 
nor it cannot come to good/' The words are before me; 
I will calm my mind by compofing 

A COMMENTARY! 
I lay my ground on hillorical fafis. Many years have 
etapfed fince every Monarch in Eurqpe was fatally per* 
fuaded to purchafe one of Katerfelto^s black Cats; and 
I remember I told Lord North, who was Minifter at that 
time, that I thought it was no good (ign, zi there was 
witchcraft in the animal, and I was fure that foitie Revolu- 
tions in Europe were at hand. I never read the opening 
of the Mafque without terror; 

" Thrice the brinded cat hath mcw'd I** 

That men who love Monarchy, like the Subfcribers to the 
Ancient Concert, could fit and bear this in tht prefence^ fi 
aflonifliing; but that a Direftor could 7^fc<Sf it,* makes me 
tiemble. I do not know if the Cabinet Minifters were all 
there, but I am told that the Stadtholder, the Lord Chan-i 
cellor, the Bilhops, the Mafter of the Rolls, the Speaker of 
the Houfe of Commons, the Judges, the Lords and Ladies 
of the Bed-Chamber, the Officers of State, and the Maids 
of Honour, heard the mufic even to rapture. To add to 

this 

(n) The Masque in Macbeth* the words were written 
by Sir Willian? Davenant, and fet to mufic by Matthew 

Locke.—PUBLISHER. 

{b) AlefTandro e TImoteo, oil the night befcr^^ . 
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thisfacriUgious horrour, and the fubjcfl of the Mafifue, tht 
inu(ic was by Locke. Had there been one true Anti-Jacobia 
prefenty he muft have fainted. Locke, ats we are told, was 
the immediate caufe of the American Revolution^ and ias 
introduced more dijcords in the political mufic of the time, 
than Boccherini himfelf. But, Sir, who can now bear the 
name of Locke ? Why don't they appoint Reeves the 
Mae/lro di Capella f — It is idle to tell me it was Matthew 
Locke who compofed the mufic in the time of Charles the 
Second : I know better. — Again. 

** 'Twice and once Ae Hedge-Pig whia 4" 

Nothing can be plainer that " the Hedge-Pig'* is Ireland^ 
whining and fqueaking in the Incantation againjl the Uni^n^ 
The Hedge-Pig is a fworn enemy to Black- Beetles. More 
matter for folemn thoughts — Again. 

** Har'jier czHUi^ 'tis time, 'tis time!'' 

This expreffion is a word of fear. Harper is a corruption 
of Harpies J as' fome obferve, and bring it home to us. 
Others declare, it comes from the Greek harpazo^ to t^ar, 
ravilh, and plunder, and from which the modern French 
derive their riches and conQitution. It is allonifhing that 
fuch Addrejff'es cqmXA be borne in fuch a place. Others, 
more mild in their fatcies, pretend that the allufion is to the 
great Citizen of America, Harper^ and admire the judg- 
ment of the Direflors, in the invocation of the ableft 
Wizard beyond the Atlantic againfl the tyranny of France*- 
This laft explication might reconcile the company; but I 
doubt it from the context. 

The next paflage relates to Ireland ilrongly by an apof- 
trophe from the Firft Witch on one fide of the \»(ater, to the . 
firji Witch on thie othcjr. 

, •• Speak, 
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^ 8pe«k, Sister, fpeak, is de iUeJ done}'* 
This evidently alludes to the rapid tranrmiflion of the 
articles, paiTed from one Parliament to ,the other, as a mere 
matter of form to have them ratified. Prefto f The Second 
Witch anfwers : 

•* Longtgo, long ago; 
Above iwehe GUzJfes^&nct have rim." 

But how It was pdlfible for a t)ireftor to fuffer the tkttt 
line, perplexes me, 

** /// detdt itrefeldomy fiLkm Jlu-4^*** 

But this does not relate to irelandi tut ^>ance. Th6 
Minifter, or First Witch in the Incantation, having the 
'materials t>f his caldroft bef<»« him, fuch as, ** (weltered 
venom, toes of frogs, babtion's bbod, nofes of Turks, and 
lips of Tartars,'* font from the Majler of the Tiger ^ is met 
i)y Hecate, or the Genius of Britain, perfonified in Par- 
liament again 11 M^if^^^M, or, as I can have no doubt, againft 
BoNAPARTE^whoismeaiitthrbughoutinthls awful Mafque. 
The allufion is nejct to the tal)inet ittelf, m Downing- 
'Hreet, on the articles of Unicn^ which With the two 'S?che- 
duUs may be cotxfidere'd as nine in number. 

Cabinet Chorus f 

« The weTrd Sifters, hand in hand, 
Toficrs ffikfea andhnd^ 
Thus do go, about, about; 
Thrice to thine, and thrice to hiin^. 
And thhce again, to make up Nine 1" 

And when a Meflcnger from a certain Houfe iii the Park 
was announced, the Firjl Witch cries, 

'^ Peacel'-tie Charm^s "MQund ah!*^' 

This 
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This exclamaiion mufi have brought many little tbtngi to 
recollection. The Minifier then took a fudden flight in a 
Solo part againft THS Consul in the 'Mafque^ 

Air, hy Mr. Pitt. 
" Drops diftiird by majpc fleights 

Shall raifc fuch artificial fpritesy » 

As by the ftrcngth of their iUiKSon, 
Shall draw him on to his confufion !— ' 

(Here a barbaric fymphony af horror* fUppafe4 from the 
,Pit of Achen>n» or the Confervative Soiate; after which 
the Minifter refumed.)— 

^ Bi)t hark, I'm caU'd— my little Spirit, fee, ^ 
Sits in afoggf Cioui^ wid calk for me !** 

Mortals in a cloud fetdom fee a great diltance off; but they 
may obferve that, on the Gallic Coaft, 

" The worft of ctcmres/mjie/lfirtfiag^fi/** 
After this there was a paufe; and ihe ,Baiul firtidc up in 
another fymphony of horror con furia e ftrepilo, and the 
Performer reprefenting Mr. Pitt (ur^^AcatiOt u I yn$ told^ 
againft Bonaparte. 

Air, by Mr. Pitt. ; 
** Dread horrors ftill abound 
In every place around. 
As if in death were found 

Propagation new. ^ ^ : 
HeihaU, be wiU^ \. 

Hemitft, fpiil. 
Mueh.Qiors Irfood^, 
AiJ iiccme wer/e^ TO MAKE kxi xiTI/B oopp !** 

(Here Madame Banti, recollefiing the fAc of^ Italy and Am 
, approaching campaign,^ fainted, but a few drops being smU 
tniniftered to her by LordDarnley, lh«foon>eco¥ered.^\ 

H After 



After this Air there was another pauFe, and In alluEon (9 
the axtfwer to Bonaparte^s Letter/ a few lines were intro- 
duced from tlie Tragedy itielf/ 

Recitative' ACCOM? ANikB. Bajfo Sofitnuto. 

** Advifc him to a caution-^feme lioly Aflgel" 
FI7 fo the Court of Engird ud unfidd 
Ifis Meffiige— that a fwift and foiemn blef&B^ 
May foon return to Ihis our fuflfertng Country 
Under a hand iccttis'd !'.' ^ 

After Lotd Grenvtlle^ xtply* %Ad the Inoome Tax bang 
fixed on zfolid bafis, the Minifler propofed> 

"Now tct'i dance?" 

Cabi^m Chorus. 

All this allegorical mufic and words would have filled 
me with viifiws fenfati'tirns, had I be^n prefent j^ but the 
' BiflK)ps^fiood ttoiit, and Lord Chancellor I^ughborough kept 
his wonted ferenilyt though the.Stadtholder yawn'd a little; 
• but I flkmld bwe thoi:q[bt the Death of Duncan would have 
roufed all the powers and martial ardour in .tb? room^ No fuch 
thing ; but in their ftead, new pvopofitions for dancing from 
the Minifter. . . 

Air, by Mir* Pitt, repeated. 
^ Let's have a dmtCe iqi^n the heath; 
We gain more life by i>w»4w'« death ! " 

Strange to relate, there was na much apathy in the Concert 
Room as if they hadi>ecn enquiringiabout Dttncan^s Logic, 
on the motion of Mr. Secretary WynAom. There was indeed 
ibmething introiluced for a moment ^bout ** involving fumes, 
r. inUUeSuat day^ aild riJSng u^fony harmonized, I fuppofei 
hy Gicatorex, and at intervals was heard, in z/qUq voce, 
tbt iy<a«ait>Chotus« ... 

•."".. •* Doni Pac^ ^ 9gni cwre /*' 

But 
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But th& was iBort: die Mafqot wchC M, didul MaKbetk^s 

title* and Duncan VDeatk-i«p !'. V - 

« We ihould rejoice, dl«^«»/Km08 ifei//'* • 

I am glad I was not there, and ftiH mpfce that I was npijone 
o(tk€ DireBory. X Jtnf^Rtd J l^ncw not wjiat, ** ^ de/e4 
without a uame!" iZy{?iV^ indeed, $ir?^--yes,ftill faither-r 
More references to the time* 9U foi^i4?jbl<y 

H£CAT£. 
*' V^hen windiaBd wa«estttt wairingy ^'^ 
Earthquakes /ArJftfMiam^lcaiii^ : .! 
jlff«f Mtntarcks di^ deJfLairing^ 

Wh^tj^i^we do?'» , 

Then, Sir, as if a fingle aflent ^er^ npt^more than enough, 
the Jacobinifm x)f the Chorus encceafed louder and louder; 

Chob:u$. . i 

'^ Rejoice/ rqoiceli^weflioukljriJQiceJ^^ 

—That in fuch an AlTembly, ^empofed of the Court, the 
Parliament, the Army, the Vo^uote^ r Corps, in lawn, crape^ 
fcarlet, blue, and ermine,^cA founds fliould have profaned the 
«ar of Majefty^ <was more than I -thought a Mulical Direc- \ 
tory was capable of propofing <^ ord^rifig« Oue Gentie« 
«)an'a eyes began to fwim, be ibrieked and fainted, as If 
under the influence of animal magnetifm^t the copipany was 
much alarmed ;• the Stadtholder waked ; Lord Willoughby 
de Broke gave^he Oentleoian a pinch of fnuff; Lord 
Uxbridge affifted; and as the Gentleman came to himfeffp 
the noble Diredor a{ruredhim4here was nocaufe for alarm, 
%n& (hewed him the ^ook of th^^PerfoiTn^;^^^^ Xhqve was 

Ha Ml 

• Btoberfpierre's party, fiill prevalent in France* 

PuJBfUSKSR* 



aol oitt ward m die Mtfque about ^90il Kings bUtiing^ 
and Monarchs dyings it was only about " defpairing 
MORTALS, and good.u%^ dyings** as the DiuQory had 
altered the offenfive pafTage with loyal judgment. 

This, Sir,' is all I have to communicate on this important 
fubjeft, which difturbed my mind fo fearfully- The Gen- 
tleman, as I heard, left the room, as the Mafque was pro- 
ceeding, and a Tenor Voice was finging this 

• ■ . r 

" Air by the Mini(ler,attd Chorus by tht Trcafury Bench, 
full dreffed, in 4he Houfe/* 

*• Sometimes we danc^ on fens or fiirzc. 
To howl of wolves and bark of curs!" 

(Evidently alluding to the Oppofition howling and barking 
in their motions about Bonaparte and the Peace;) 

" Or if with none of thefe we meet, 
We dance to the echoes of our feet !*' 



Cetera defunu 



. Ai I had been prefent, Mr. Editor, you il^ouid have bad a 
fuller Report ; but perhaps ** a Commitjtee of the Houfe" 
may be appointed to fit upon this, an4 I "^ill fend you 
«* The RtJoluti$ni^ &€•" 

• ; . Your's, 

.A HanjdielianAntx.Jacobjn. 
FiiOM,TH£ Ivory Gate. 



' N«B. // dws ntit afi/f ear that a Committee of the H, i^L. or C* 
twms ever a^fioinied to Jit on thee fvbjea of this Performance §^ the 
MASQJ7E IN MACBftTHi fir which it is d^fficuU H account. They 
jdo fiy«*--»^^ ' PuffJtitHua, 
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'' '•■ ;• ' • '' '• • " AfrUij, 1801. 
SOME ACeO0WT 

OF 

AN UNPUBLISHED STAiPE WORK IN MS. 
m PROSE ANDFEUSE^ 

77/£ IMPERIAL METAMORPHOSIS! 

DEDICATED 

' • ■; . TO . . 

A«.RKAWDER, Emptrsr isif aU the RujUuist 
BoNAPARTB, Fitjl Co^l of France ; 
TheEmperor, of Morocco; . 
Pope Pius the SeveSjth, dtBtd March 14, 1800; 
W. P. the legitimate Reprtfentatigf>e £/' Judas Iscarioti^ 

Great Britain dnd Ireland; 
Selimthe Thubldv Emperor of the Turks ; 
Their late and prefeni Excellencies John Adams and 

Thomas Jefferson, Prejidents of the United Siates 

of Month America t 
John Fitzgibpon, Eari. ojp Clare, Lord High Chan^ 

cello r of Ireland; 
Lord Viscount Castl^reagh, the late Hibernian 

Secretary; . 

AND 

The Right Honourable the tor J Comptijffioner of the Trea- 
Jury^ Charles Small, Pybus, Imperial Poet of all 
the Rufjias. , 

No. I. * 

En^ ScEV k Mi 9p'sis di/fedat frontihus^ Uf^c 
Purhurea intexti tollanf aulaa Britanni / 

• n^ -^ ' ' ' ' / - 

|THEj Account which will be giveo of the great Work 

entitled *• The Imperial Metamqkphosis,'* will claim 

attention from the learned, critical, idle, confequentiaU 

H 3 political. 
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.pelitiealv 'Mhd jioedcal readers, and now and then &om 
another fpeciet actaiy f^tindi, (and almoft a non-dcfcript in 
Cabinets, Courts, and Senates,) the Lovers of their country 
and of political confiftcncy. An Empbror of Ger- 
many once mad9 -a vow he never would read a printed 
book; but this he confined to the groaning labour of the 
prrfs only, ferfaeivasa |;reat lover of Manufcripts. The 
Authors of thofe days, knowing the Emperor*^ whim, 

, generally contrived to feftdlbeir tfirgin-Jheeis to the Imperial 
Minifter who had orders to receive, pernfe, and tranfmit 
them to his Majefty, on pain of higfa.di(jpleafttre and fomt- 
times of difmiffion from office. As men are fond of power 
on almoft any, terms, the Emperor found Minifters who 
fubflfiitted to the tafk impofed, and it muft be allowed that 
his Majelly had fome confideration for the lime of a Premier, 
as he limited the number to Forty-MSS. hi the fjpace of one 
month. 

The bufincfs of the Trcafury now and then fuffered in 
confequertce of this attention to Mannfcripts, and particu- 
larly as the hand-writing of Authors is not always the 
cleareft; but as it was no pait of his Majefiy*s injunfiion 
that the Miniiler fhould underfiand one word of what he 
readt or aSl up to any one fnece of advice Tie received in 
(his way, even from the honefteft ud plameft pen, the 
interruption was trifling on the whole. The German was 
fometimes as difficult to decypher as Greek, Arabic, or a 
modern Egyptian difpatch from Abdallah Menou; and now 
and then the Mii^ifler, either when he did not, or would not, 
underhand it, ventured to put foiiie words in Latin on the 
MS«, which he tranflated for the Emperor, ** It is Greeks 
and cannot he iinderilood/' This roufed the Imperial 

' Genius to a conteft with the Minifter in point of under^ 

fiandingt 



Sanding,, who ^a»Wllli3g^t9 allow hi$ M^^ftythe yirtu^.of 
^ lopg h^ad, MThilc hepftff<?gea a longrW^^^ the Jifpofal 
pf the'purfe without- contr<>ll^^^^^^ mipprifion. 

B^t as nothing can laft without change;^ it fo happened 
that the Emperor died, and his whims' with him. His 
fucceflbr reverfed his humour, for he would, never read anjr 
thing but in. a large printed type (except immediate 
communications o£ the IVlinutes of a Cabinet, and then, 
like fome other folios, ke mortally haUd ajmall hand^ 
writin^)\ but gav« the fame injunftions to his Minift^r, and 
reduced, the number'of pamphlets to Twenty-five only io, 
the month. All this was terminated at the clofe of the laft 
century, till the Emperor and the Minifter grew alike tired 
of pamphlets, the order was annulled for receiving them, 
and they were left at Vienna (as they* arc with us now in 
Great Britain) to the fenfible and reflefting part of th^ 
people, with little attention from Minifters, who are like 
Sir Andrew Ague Cheek in the Play, and give with pleafur^ 
that time to bear-bajting, which they (hould give to th^ 
tongues. 

1 fhould however, obferve, tfa;^t long befor^ that period, 
and when the time w^s ripe for it, the Imperial Minifter 
ordered one of his SomJCommis to look out for a plodding, 
laborious, but v^lf^r^d drudge, to compofjs ^ biftoiy ol 
pamphlet^, an^ pf rt]c^l^|ly to enumerate all the derivafiopf 
of the name ; and I am ferry that this traft is very fcarce* • 
At the bc?ginning of " The Imperial Metamor- 
phosis" I find indeed a few detached p^rts in the MS. 
on this fubjea tranflated from the German original. 
*' J^ Panjphlet," feys .the Wri^r, " is Qpufculuin StoH- 
do^um, the diminutive p^rformancie of fools, from ^N^ 
Greek word ^^j> ALL,, andj^/<?M<7 1.FJ.LL, lowit, allplao^es, 
jas fwfCQrding to .(the vulgar feying, all thing? arc fullrtff 

H 4 fools 



fiqoli and foolUh ihingi, and fb on/' He then quotes the 
Auteurs Deguisis, iht lavei of the Saints, the Enfant 
pelebres, and the Obfervationes Mifcellaneas de Sutoribus 
Eruditis. ^ht next deriyatipn is ,mpre favourable* for he 
tells us, that th^ word pamphlet is derived from the Greek 
fan^ ALL» u^dfhifeo^ I love, 8(c. fignifying a thing beloved 
hy all ; bein^ of ^ fmali bulk, and of no great price, (this 
it feems is iq Gern^nyi certainly not in Great Britain,) 
and adapted .to all perfpns.- Under this head he numbers 
Stitch'd Books on feripus fubjeCls^ State Trafts, Ca- 
bala Sacra, Infidel Tra£ls, Popiih Legends, and fo on. 
But on the whole, the s^uthor returns and dwells with 
affeClIon on the lijxury of a MS, communicated privately, 
and if poflible detailed to the public rather myfterioufly in 
fragments, notes, letters, odes, and jeux d'efprit, and 
chiefly on the political events of the time. 

X eagerly feized this great authority, as I found it equally 
fuit my purpofe and inclination, and the amufement of people, 
who want at prefent not only " Bread and Shews,'* but 
inorfels of good-writing and poetry, which is the very food 
of^the people of fafliion in the intervals of Operas, ConcertSj^ 
Minifterial Expeditions, Royal Inftitutions, Legerdemain 
Tricks, Gazettes, Reviews military and literary, changes in 
the State, new epic poems, and old Tales of Wonder, from 
Sheridan-s pistarro to Pibdin> Goofe and Gridiron — all 
SanS'Souci. 

• Certainly the love of Manufcripts grows faft in this 
Country, and indeed fo much, that we have fent ProfefTor 
Carlile to vifit the Holy Land, the Sepulchre and the 
Seraglio, and aU ppM^ I'dmour du Grec; and, I fuppofe, to 
divert the Emperor and the ladies of his imperial train with ' 
^new-pld fragments of Sappho, or perhaps Co confole the 
Minifters of iihis Country with the gaii)led drafts of foroe 

MS., 
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MS.* which demonfirate tha( the Suttans m other times with 
their inchantert, conjurors, and mimfters thought, that the 
beft way to get rid of the Franks in the old Crufade, would 
have been to hav^ presented their running away, when they 
wcreyi difpofed. Magnum documentum! and which it 
may bj? conceive4» will be laid on the table of the H. of C* 
with the Dutch Convention, and the Report of l§ir Jame« 
Murray Pulteney's Ferrotian fpeech, irhich, by a figure now 
in ufe with certain Orators, we, (that is, ikey) call Snbjlanci^ 

The Author of " The Imperial Metamorphofis" doe* 
not begin like the cyclical Writer of Horace, *• I will fing 
the Fortune of Priain and the Noble War!" but feJenis 
to have a terror of the great gape or yawning of the throat, 
and alfo of the example of a little great man, who " afUr he 
kad marched to' Paris'* faw, to his great furprife, hirafelf 
made a Secretary of State. The Epifodes in the Imperial 
Metamorphosis are very pleafing; Nifus and Eurialus, W 
Mr. Pitt and Lord Grenville, (of whofe mutual and moft 
fincere affeftion no Aoubi was ever entertained;) Andro- 
maehe at the tomb of Hcflor, or the India Company weeping 
over Mr. Pundas, and pouring tears of gold on his 
Sarcophagus ; the d^fcription of the Plague, or the influence 
of paper- credit on corn and cattle, highly wrought, with 
notes by the Starvation Committee in poppy juice; and many 
others, which are highly interefting. 

But " No offence, I hope: yes| by St. Patrick, but 
there is, my Lord, and much offence too,*' The late 
Miniflers are faid to have been deeply verfed in the Pucellc 
of Voltaire, or the modern Joap of ^rc, or Pop^ Joaw of 
Ireland, as Mr. Pitt found; 

** En fcuilletant fes livres de Cabalc, 
li vlt qu'aux £ens ^enTine feroit f;^tale, 

ftu'ello 



Qu'de portdt deffm fen juposg 

Tout le deilin d'Angieterre & de Fnmc^: 

Encoun^6 par la noble afliftance 

Dc fon G6me| 3 jurait^ cordon^ 

Qu* a fes defirs Jeanne feroit foumife; 

Qu'S faiieroit ce hesta PallaJioni 

J'auraii dit il, ma Jeanne en ma puiflancei &c." 

He has indeed been a little miftaken ; but as a Duchcfs faid» 
with not lefs truth than wit, " If he had loved the Pope lefs, 
and Joan inorei be might have been Mfnifter fiilh" 

The Preliminaries of the Imperial Metamorphosis 
contain *' high matter,*' and will require much care i{i the 
arrangement, as the whole cannot be given. Some of the 
Tableaux are very beautiful, fuch as, the Maid of Hefperia 
and the golden apple; the Song of Silenus to the late 
Miniftry ; the theft of Prometheus and the birds of Caucafus; 
the leading of Gallus to the waters of PermeOiis, or Mr. 
Addington's introdu£lioa to Downing Street, and a fine 
View of the Canal in the Park, and a difiant glance on the 
Kile« with the Repofc of Sir John Mitford on the chair of 
the Houfe, *' crowned, as to his UmpUs^ with biitcr 
parJUyJ* But at prelent it is propofed to leave the reader in 
a ftate very different from Sir John's, that is. Con la bocca 
dolct. 
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The work, of which I have undcnakea to give feme 
accoant, labours under one deFe^l which this age» fo fe^nile 
in the higher poetry, will not eafily forgive; it is not Epic. 
It is indeed heroic, (which was the only title Milton gave to 
Paradife Loftj, and it has Epifodes in it as plenty as Cabinet 
Dinners, f when Miniilers are at a (land in their fchemes for 
the put}]ic good,) and as prominent and interefting, as the 
DukeofPortland'syrttWtf/i/fln'flw Epiftle, or Sir James Mur- 
ray Pulteney's Difpatches from Ferrol. The Writer of the 
poem fings indeed, like Ovid, of old bodies in new ihapes, 
but aftuated by tke'famt fouls ; and foraetimes he introduces 
puppets and fpeaking figures, which only by changing/^/iir^/, 
not iides, are belt heard in any language but their own, 
and on any plans, but thofe not, yet brought forw^d. The 

•characters are numerpus and curious. 

As 
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A» this is properly the «ra of C^trads and Sele£lions« 
noft beautifully prtnlfld» without any order but that of caprice, 
I have been much furprifed that fo many of our bejl poets 
have chofen to pate in fo long a courfe as the Epic. We 
havev I believe, at prffent five 3ard$» the rivals of Homer, 
Virgil, and Taflb, whofe deep mouths have alarmed the i&ores 
of the great Pacifi<!, and the ftreams 6f diftant countries as well 
as of our own. Sir James Burgefs has invaded the Holy Land^{a) 
with great fuccefs, and with an army and fleet entirely under 
his own command* It is however as ftrange, as k is tru«, that 
though Mr. Pitt, Lord Grenville and Mr. Dundas knew his 
dcfigns perfefily well, that neither of them difpatched any 
counter-orders to the poetical Capitulation in Paleftine ; but 
fuffered Sir James and his Heroes to diflodge the Infidels and 
evacuate their own brains, without any apprehenfion that the 
Knight and his tA>ops would receive any check from the 
ant^onift po^vers of Egypt or Parnaflus. 

Sir Sidney Smith was not quite fo fortunate, as the BritiA 
Phoebus would not illuminate theSifter Crefcentinthe Eaft, 
and fo for a Qiort time occafioned an almoll total eclipfe in 
that quarter of the globe. 

The Laureat, Mr. Pye, has promifed the new Minifieri 

the Epic affiftance of King Alfred^ for the common fee 

j[iven to medical men. But if, like their predecefTors, they 

will not take advice in time^ they will aftually p^y /our 

Jhillinss more[b) fox each copy of the prefcription; which 

has 

(a) RicpARP Th;5 Fjrst, a Poem, Epic, or Heroic, 
or-Q? 

{]}) Mr. Pye has advertifed his Epic Po(:mon Alfred at the 
price of One Guinea to Subfcrib^rs, to a certain day in April, 
and after that, (l fuppofe thejirfl of April) to be raifed to 
Twenty ^Jive Shillings , u> iA^(?w-Spbfcriber$. balance four 

.Hfeillings, argent comptant de Parnajfe, Cocker. 

Extract from the Newfpapers. 
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has oftdh beeri experienced in the courfe of thfe prefeht Wbt^ 
in vwaoui other agreements and treaties* But as the. Iaviii| 
efmbnay is idle in the prefent .exifting circumiiancas, it is 
imagined the Lauteat will be a- gainer, hy the ufuat roinifterial 
ticglt&ta Jiii/cribe in time. The Epic Poets have fomc reaiba 
to complain of the intercepted corrtfpondenuhtvwe^nth^vi 
and the'Mini&ers of State, and.it is hoped that Mr. Oifford^ 
Dr.. Parr, and the Author of the Purfuits of Lit^mtttTf 
4will publifh it mth Notes^ which is much tq he defired* 

The Imperial Metamorphosis is dedicated to fpflie 
p\ the moft auguft perfopages in £urope, Afia, Africa* 3fid 
America, and delineates much in a very fmall cos:lpafs^; 
by which it appears that Lord £ldon and 3ir John Mitfar4 
were not confuk^cd.^ There i^ however fom^thing in it of a 
fepulchral, funereal tone when the Dedicator fpeaks of 
Great Britain, with a •* Pracipe*^ to Melpomene who, ^$ 
flie was earneftlyv defired, intern^xed a portion of hof 
lugubrious wailing in metre ; but often rofe to fublimity 
when (hp was fired and animated by the ilrains and example 
of the- Imperial Popt of all the Hullid$« 

I have alfo found a Sonnet or two, and a few Rondeau^ 
infertedin the Dedication, when Melpomene laid afide her lyr^ 
fbf the lighter reed of one of her fillers. Indeed I muft add^ 
that the. Dedicator General, politely yielding to the faihion 
of the.time^, informs us in a Note, that the New Minifiry (for 
whom he declares tharhe burns with non-erubefcend flameis) 
completely anfwersthe defcription of a Rondeau, a mufical 
cpmpofiiion which give? thefutjeSI eafe by famili4rity, and 
int^reft -from diverfification. This is a definition which 
Mr. Addington has adopted, as I aip told, from Sir William 
Farfons the Mafler of the King's Ban4^ Now when 
. w€ look on the Minifterial l>^n<:hes in (be Uot^fe, bow 

neat 



flcat afid appropriate are Sir Williai&'s vrords! I£ the Con* 
4^Q,afsxiiibit Ancient Concesch^ clubbed their .mts te 
produce fimilMr exprel&oiiy, I queftioii if even ^eA dtftin* 
guiflied abtlities couid have exceeded the definitiDa of the 
Knight, Thus ftand« the mufical theory; now enter d» 
political prafikiccw 

' The Dedicator in one of the amatorial parts of hit woli» 
in which his affeftion for the late Miniftersburfts forth in the 
tender ftrains of a Mimncrmus or a Melcager, fpeaks to 
this elFeft. One day, (fays this great and aSe&ionate roan,) 
Mr. Pitt, previous to his refignation, was overheard by the 
Lord Chief Baron of the Exchequer Sir Archibald- Mat« 
)dona1d in one of his vralks near the Parade, finging • 
plaintive Air, or rather Rondean. Mr. Pitt was fianding at 
the window of his late houfc in Downing-ftrcet which 
opens into the Park, and finging Hke one of tke Swans in the 
Canal, (himfelf flill whiter,) when tke fates {or Lord 
Eufton the Ranger) call him into the Maeander or Serpentint 
River in Hyde Park. The Chief Baron, (r) who at that time 
happened to be mufing on the Jilial wcrms^ thought thtt 
Mr. Pitt had, like himfetf, ** iifcvvered what appeared to be 
ihe^nidus of thofe pernicious animals^*' which rioted in the 
bowels of the land, and would fing of them accordingly ; but 
he was tniftaken : there was not one note on Baron Ching, 
or on the late periftaltic motion of the Cabinet. Capiuntplus 
Inteftina Miniflri! The fubjea of Mr. Pitt's Air was bis 
Country in general ; to refign, or not to rcfign, that was tbc 
queftion. The Country, we all know, is a Miftrcfs to whdm 

Minifters 

{c) The author of tht fever memorable Letter au/eu Mtmfigur Chzn^, 
(hand Excoriateur des Vers AngUis^ executeur de la haute medicine, el 
Invent eur du gratul cathoitcon detenfif contre Ics Vci5/0ftr' i^/jyir, 
laver^ et nettoyer le has ventre des Seigneurs les Barens. ^ leursjilt 
trci-cieru ^ 



Minifters torde and go, according to tte iiDfMetas, or as tki 
D. of Q. fayB, juft A6 they ate moved. 
' The alliteration of the liquid letters in the words of Mil 
Pitt'^ Rondeto y/^ fabfk happy ; and the ftiailers of the 
repii^fentatiVe fchobl in found have declansd that Liquid! 
are hiofl: expreffive of accelerakd motion^ of which -ihl^ 
late totnifter availed tiittifelf • This accelerated literal mbtieti . 
fevidicritly expteffed the flying off <>f himfelf and his coU 
leagues in a tangent, when the centripetal force of the 
Church te^i to aft Upon them; and the Orb itfelf> 
ioofened from that -attrafiing power, might have pafied with 
a velocity fufficienttohave carried it through the concentric 
rings of Saturn^ till it was Hopped by the power t)f the 
^eorgium Sidus. Biit to the Air itfelf. 

Rondeau by Mr. Pitt. 
J The melody JimpU^ tvitk a few chromatics. 

** Firft to love, and then to part ; 
Long to feek a mutual he^rt ; 
Late to find it — and again 
Leave and lofe it — ^Oh ! the pain ! 

Some have lov'd, and lov'd, they fay, 
Till they lov'd their love away ; 
Then have''left, to love anew— 
But } wot, thy^lo^i mt true I 

Firft to love, and tlien to part, kc. Da Cap9* 

Wl^n Mr. Pitt bad finifiied Tinging, he unaccountably in 
a fudden fit of eidtafy took up a flute which lay oxv bis table; 
but as it would not difcoutfe the eloquent mufic he wiOied, 
he threw it inconjiderately on the floor, and cracked it from 
the mouth-piece to the filver ftop. He then rang for 
afervQtnt of his ^ and told him to carry it tp Mr, Addingtpp 
in Old Palace Yard, and perfuad^ hiox to try hk$ ikill on it, 

in 



itf iheflateit wa«» of to liave it mended by » inftruqiem-' 
naker in the neighbourhood of 3t. Jtrnt^X if it coaM kt 
IBdtyaged any hoti}. 

'. So it was; and then the Dedicator 'Stuis off in hii 
wild Planner in a long defukory Hote^ of much point 
m^ pleafantry, on the Kikg's Qon^cience. On thii 
beobferves^ iti his argumentative way, that as the Lord 
Cbaacejior, and not the Priipe Minifter, is the conftitutiooal 
Keesper of that confciencey therefore a Prime Minifter never 
need trouble himfelf about it in any mtzi^xc he may intend 
to propofe in the Cabinet or the Senate, however irkfome, 
^npalauble. revoltii^ or even affefling the health of hit 
toyal Mailer. The lovers of pliable allegory, he adds, may 
fwift, if they pleafe, an obfervatbn formerly made with 
much acutenefs on the Author of the Elegy in a Country 
Church-yard, and infinuate that it alludes td the lafiintendii 
But fatal meafure on the Irilh Roman Catholic queftion, by 
the late Minifter. «• The Poet declared the crime of Crom- 
well to have been the fliedding his Country*s blood; but 
lor HIS King's, he returned Ignoramus on the bill." 

N. B. To he continued, i/Occqfion requires,* 



♦ To WHOM IT MAY CONCERN. 

If the Writer of thefe two Numbers will tranfmit the 
Continuation of the Account of TH£ Imperial Metamor- 
phosis to the publifher of this Collefiion, it (hall appear in 
« Timilar volume to the prefent, in the courfe of next 
.Winter. 

THE END. 
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My dear p. 

YOU feem to wilh that I would 
colled; myfcattered eflays into a body, and 
go fo far as to fay, that the whole together 
would make a refpe(9;able volume; in which 
even men of letters might perhaps pick up 
fomething of novelty and entertainment. 
I have fo far complied with thefe flatter- 
ing fuggeftions, as to take the laft five let- 
ters, printed in the European Magazine, 
on Literary Resemblance; to which 
I have added a few others on the fame 
fubjed, and prefent them, in this more 
' B regular 



regular form,— tx> tou, with certain ex* 
pe6tatiori of a favorable reception:— not 
without diffidence to the public^ 

Adieu. 

To the Reverend Peteh Forster^ 

^■^ -. 

Re<9x)r of Hedenham^ 
Norfolk^ &c, 

. V .. i. -* A tf K.i AkAs^s^i. -* > • ^ 
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SPE<?IMENS 

.OF 

LITERARY RESEMBLANCE- 



LETTER t 



My dear p. 
npH]^ Tcnpiark?, wlwch I fent you a few 
' days ago, on apaiTagein Pope's tranf- 
lation of Homer, have engaged me fo far 
lit tb^ con^l^ralioA of Literary Re- 
semblance or iMiTATioisr, andthefub-* 
yd€t is fp curious and interefting, that per^ 
haps you wiU iudiulge me while I purfuo 
it a page or tw6 further. 

In a periodical Vpaper^ beguu 1752,. 
are cited many paflages from Pope, faid 
never to haye ^een taken notice of, as 
^ .^ B « ^* evidently 
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J^eyidently bom)wed, though they irt 
" improved." 

Superior Beings, when of late they fa# 
A mortal m&n linfc^id ^ naturrs ikw, 
Admir'd fuch wifdom in an earthly Ihape, 
And (hew'd a Newton* as we ihew an ape. 

EfTay on Man, Ep. II. V. 3 1. 

^ Utque movet ftobis imitatrix fimia rifunk* ' . .' - 
Sic nos coelicolisy quoties cervice fuperbi 
Ventofi gradimun 

Again, 

Simia coelicolftm rifufque jocufque Deoruhi eft 
Tunc homo^ quuoi temere iagenie^ c(^nfidit» et audet 
Abdita naturae fcrutariy arcanaque DivAm. 

Palingetitts. 

♦ 

Wh(tn theToo^e m6unta!a trembles from on high> 
J Mufl gravitation feafe ? whc;i^ yPHrgP pY* 
Or fome old temple, nodding to its fell, 
t'pr Chartre^s htad i;cfeyve the hanging^ v^alL 

V • ' "• ' " ''''■"' EfTay oii-itfan,'i:p;lV. ^:t2i. 

if a good man be pafling }^y an infirm building juft in 
The article of falling, can it be expcAed that Vrbcf Ihouli 
§iifyendthe f6rce of gravitation till he is gone by, in 'or*'' 
der to his deliverance f WoUafton* Rcl. Nat. 



Chstos 6f 'thotJgk ind paffibn, all confufcd, 
Still by himfelf ftbufed, or difabufed ( r 
Created half to rife^. and half to M,,. . . 
<jreat iord of ail tlungs, yet a prey to all ; 
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Soie judge of truth, in endlcfs error huri'd ; 
The glory, jeft, and riddle of the world. 

Eflay on Man, Ep, IL V. 15. 

What a chimera theq is man ! what a confufed chaos ! 
what a flibjeft of contradiction I a profefled judge of all 
things, and a feeble worm of the earth ; the great depor 
fit^iy and guardian of truth, and yet a mere l^uddle of un* 
certainty ; the glory and fcandal of the univerfe. 

. Pafcal* 

None of thefe pq.flages can be new to 
yovi, but I have t^ken the liberty pf trant- 
cribing them, as they furnifli pccafion for 
a few remarks : and I have felecSted the three 
above from feveral others ; as a learned 
CRITIC J whom, while oii this fubje6|:, we 
cannot fail of having continually in ouf 
viewj has chofeij theft very inftances to il-^ 
luftrate fonae obferv^-tions iri his letter to 
Id!r, Mafon pn the Marks op Imitation. 

It will be thought perhaps fomewh^t 
ftrange, that he takes no notice pf the 
Adventurer. But we muft fupppfe tha^ 
either he had never read thofe ingenious 
eflay s ; or, if he had, that he thought thenj 
little worthy his attention ; though, in ge- 
neral, the fentiments, contained in this 
paper, feem to bear a very near relatioq 
P? "to 
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to thofe, which he himfelf advances. En- 
gaged, as he at all times was, in puifuits fo 
much more important, he never, it feems, 
found an hour or two of leifure to read 
more than * one work of the very learned 
and rerped;able Dr. Leland; and that one, 
only with an intention to refute it 

Be this as it may, he certainly ftamps 
a value on thefe quotations by adopting 
them. He had too much vefpe^ both for 
himfelf and for his readers, to obtrude 
upon * " their confideration, thofe vulgar 
** pailages, which every body recolle6fcs, 
^ and fets down for acknowledged imita- 
*'tions/' 

If you compare the different manner 
of the two writers, you cannot but admire 
the fuperior management and addrefs of 
the LEARNED CRITIC In the Adven- 
turer, the pafTages from Pope are brought 
forward without preparation, and con- 
fronted at once with the authors, faid tp 
be imitated. In the learned critic 
they are ufhered in with all the ceremonies 
of a regular introduction, and prefented in 
9 fomi* 



-ibfbi* . In the ftrft citfed inftence, we ob- 
ferve a very remarkable diftbreao^ betweeu 
the one aod the otbei: : 

Superior Beingi, when of late they faw 
A mortal man unfold alL^ature's law^ 
AdmirM ftch wHSoifi in an earthly fliape^ 
Atidtficw'AaNcMim^ as nirt iliei)^ im a^ 

'1 . • 

The Advtotorer deiives this fitigukr paf- 
Ikge fitiiii one Palmgenitisy an obfcum 
liionk. Not fb the i^SABifSD obiti^. 
He did Aot wi(h to have it thought^ that 
h^ could for a moment fo &^rfotget has 
:own character, as to wafte any portion of 
hid valuable time in tumoig over Jitoh 
^rc^i ; nrach Icfs that the ♦^ great potty' 
JTo fuperior to ^ Apdison in. true gentud, 
cottJd ever degrade himfeJf by borrowing 
a thought from one of fo inferior an order. 
More conformably therefore to that iit»- 
fafy dignity, which, he Was confcious^. 
belonged not lefs to himfelf, thftn to Pop^, 
Ibb • pronounces that the " great poet 
^^ hud his eye oa Flato, who makes So- 
B 4 : ** crftte* 



** orates fay, in a]lui}oi£ to. a remark of 
" HeraeKtus:" ,;. 

*Ot* aaA^Trmv o co^rurog if^dg ©EON mSfpcog 
(peofBiTou. Hipp. Major, 

Confpiring with this laudable fenfe, 
which the x«£abk£D critic at all times 
fondly cheriflied, of literary dignity, there 
appears to have . been . another motive 
for his condu6);;in this place. HadJie de- 
rived the^paifage, as the Adventurer did 
before him, ftim Faliagenius, he would 
have had.. DO 'opportunity of exhibiting 
that mafterly difplay of the true critic ; 
and all the. refined reafoning which fol- 
lows, with the nice diilindiion between 
•the God of the Philofopher, and the Su*^ 
perior Beings of the Poet, had been loft. 

Does it not require .more than a com- 
mon Ihare of critical acumen ? a perfpi- 
^acity far beyond that of ^ " tbofe dull 
^ minds, by which the Ihapes and appear- 
" ances of things are apprehended only in 
^' the grofs?'' to difcriminate between aHea- 
th^n God, and a Superior Being. The real 

ftat© 
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ftate of the cafe feems to be, that the 

.^IBARNED olaiTic^ 'm Order to make the 

ientence, which he has quotpd, more 

. accommodable to his purpofe, coaoealed, 

r^ven froto himfelf, the true meariing of 

the philofopher's words. The phiiofo- 

pher, he fays, refers ^^og SEON, L e, not 

to God, the God ; but, agreeably to 

the idiom of ; Jhe Greek language, bs 

the word ftands without the article, ^ 

.God; one amongft many; accordiug tp 

thft generally received opinion of the age 

and country in which Plato lived ; as ap^ 

pears more evidently by what follows : 

TTDog 0EX1N yevog uior^^qv tivo^u 
Again, 

THoci Jij 'ff^og yt ©EOTS ort tf xaAoy to uvGov" 
pruov y^yog. x. r. K 

VThus the God of the Philofopher is 
plainly no more, th^^n one of the Superior 
Beings alluded to by the Poet; confer 
quently the application is, in both eafes, 
preqifely the f^me ; addreffed to the fam^ 
order of Beings; aud the g^pe, q ^i%pa . 

becomes 
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becomes an obj«6l either of derijim or 
admiration^ as the one or tlie other may 
chance to fall in more aptlj with the wri- 
ter^ft views. . 

The great poet y it muH be fai4, appe«U^ 
in the hands of the learned CBitie to 
advantage ; yet I doubt whether an hidtf* 
fereiit looker on would, not, after all, be 
difpofed to think with the Adventurer, that 
more probably Pope at this time had Ms 
^e on Palingenius. There are fome plMi- 
fible reafons, which feem to operate very 
ftrongly in favor of this opinion* 

In a« paper, printed 1745, are pointed 
out feveral Exprefllons, Similies, and Sen- 
timents in Palingenius, Tranftated and 
Improved by Mr. Pope, in his Eflay On 
Man, amongft which this very fimile of 
the ape is one ; whence it appears that 
the great poet condefcended now and 
then to amufe himfelf with turniftg dver 
ftich trajh ; and that he was tempted to 
turn over the pages of this oWbure afilthor 
more than once. At the feme tinie I (ut 
|>e<9: that he was very little Conv^rfent i* 
the wtitmgs of Plato. 

If 
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If you are not quit6 wolni down, I am 
tempted to remind you of an appar^t 
imitation in Pope &om Ovid, which I 
fent you ibme time ago. It lias at ieaft 
4me merit, which I find is eoitfidered hy 
dtiatst coUediors of tfaefe curious trifles, as 
a primary recommendation. It has nererv 
fo far as I know, been ^ blown upon by anj 
of i;he fwimn, which ufually bu^ about 
iJie worto of c^ebrated writ^:^. In tho 
Bloife you have thefe charming lines : 

In each low wind methmks a fpirit calls. 
And more than echoes taHc along the walb; 
Here« as I watc&'4 the dying lamps around* 
From yonder ihrine I heard a hollow found s 
C4mf, fifitr^ -ewti ! k fmd, or feon'd to fay^ 
Thy place is here ; fad fifter* come away. 

Now turn to Ovid : 

Eft Aihi marttiQfrta lacratus in a^de Sicha&us» 
Appofits frondes, velleraQue alba tegant« 

fiinc ego me finfi fwto ^ater ore ckari'9 
Ipfe fonQ tenui dixit, lUJk, ^femL 

)l«lh isora cft» vm»» ixaiio, itc. 

Dido JEoae* V. 99^ 



Here are not only the fame thoughts^ 
and expreffion, but,- what the leabked 
CRITIC coniiders as a more decided' mark 
of imitation, the fame difpoiition of the 
parts. Yet it occurs to me that you> 
doubted, whether we could pronounce* 
with certainty, that our Englifli bard bor- 
Towed thefe thoughts from the Roman. 

You will not think that I deal fairly 
with your favorite, if I do not here add- 
another pafiage from the fame .poem, 
where you think, very juftly, that Pope 
has much improved and enibellifti^ the 
bint which Ovid gave him. 

Not Casiar's tmprtf$ would I deign to prove j 
No ! make nu miftrtfs to the man I hve. 
If there be yet another name more free. 
More fond than* miilrefs, make me thai to thee^ 

iSi pudet uxorisy non mtpta^ fed hofpii^ diem ; • 

Dum tua fit Dido^ quidlibet ejffe feret. 

Dido JEne»j V. 167. 

Every reader of tafte will agree in the 
opinion of Pope^s fuperiority. I am 
pleafed to leave him with you un^er fijch 
favorable circumftances. 

Adieu, 
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' M^ DEAR P. 

inpHE fiibjaft, toucbed upon in my lafl, 
' ha8 taken flich ftrongjbobd of my ima* 
gitia^on, that I cannot: forbeat recalling 
your attention to it. I do !this\«:ith tHe left 
f<frupte> as I dp not mean, to trouble you 
with any of thofe * " vulgar pajagesy' which 
the LEARNED CRITIC, With a dclicacy 
highly ebmmendable,^V^are(i his fri^d 
the difguji of configuring'' Under this re- 
ftri<9;ion, it may not be unentertaining to 
fee in what manner writers of the fi^d 
rank, and acknowledged abilities, imitate 
iftieir pfedeceflbrs fo, as to make what they 
liorrow. appear their own. You will not^ 
I apprehend, require any apology from 
for fufpending awhile the defign, 

with 
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with which I feemed to fet out. I fee no 
reafon why, in our converfation or cor* 
refpondence with each other, we ihould 
confine ourfelyes. MritJuTi jginy one certain 
track. Whatever fubjed; may accidentally 
be ftarted in our way, we are, I think, 
at full liberty to follow, whitherfoever it 
may lead ; and to continue the purfuit, 
lb long as it affords amiifement. 

W^ havse ce^t^,. yon will recoiled^ refd 
toget)ier,.aiid boen a» often charmed with 
t|ie iiitpodu6lory ftanest to th^ irft of Mf, 
Gray'i two Pindaric Odes-««the Progi^ 
of Poetiy : where you have thefe %dk^im^ 
hie linear 

.Now the rich ftc^ip of roufic winds along. 
Deep, majeftic, fmeoth, ahdflrong; 
ThpoBgh vcfdant vales, and Cercj' gbldeti rtAgn ; 

Headlong knpct^Qus ftp it.BpHr; ^• 

The rocks and nodding groves rebellow to tKe roar« 

The great excellenqiee of the fuhUweft 
poetry are here itnitedt ffitk ap ^e 8q^ 
flegance^ which give to the Qompolittoii. 
(« much the 9k oi m original, tliat noae 

of 



of Mr. Qi^yt «|i|Qjrs, qr eommeatatofs 
cgk \kii9 wt^kf, fpem to h»vc^ fufpe^^^u 

: Mi:- Maibp, ifha ^p^c^o^s to hg.v€ been » 
fijj^cijeQtlf p^ffidiious in bdngiQg togetbef 
'eYerxfentiifteot, of exprei^oQ, from other ' 
sn^thQi^s bewng refemblance to any part 
erf thft wJitisgs of his TQfpe^Qd friend, has 
produced no parallel to this eiquifitqly 

IjSfil^tilUl paffftgp. : 

Mr. W^fee^^d h?^ alfo given us an 
e4ilaoQ 0f Mr. Gra/st poems, enriched 
wH^ leta^ny valuable ^ndjnterefting notes:, 
if^ wh^h he.pr<)fej0res ^ " AQt to be fparing 
** it|f qupt^^pns firom the^ poets/' and coi^-? 
^^jftfiya? ^Vap ^.uthpr tQ be a more proper 
*1 yehi^ ft)r reni2|rrks*of this fojrt, at once 
" ufefuland entertaining, than Mr.Gray:'^ 
y4t^ in f^U hi^extenfitue rap^ throug]bt the 
f^lis of c)<tfiic lore, he notices only one 
c^ t^^ j^i^t r^femblances. 

Mv^^g thus taken the liberty of intro- 
ducing Mn Wakefiel^A I..4?^nnot fuffer fo 
favorable an opportunity to efcape me, 
without returning to that candid and dif- 

cerning 



cemmg" critic ttiy.'Wamreft thatiks; m 
^icH'I am pferfuaafed I (hall be joined 
by every friend to Genius, and- lover of^ 
Uie Mtifes, fbrbis^very able ai* Spirited 
defence of the Biitifli Pind^ aga^iift tW 
flfibeiral attacks of a jprgiidieed'GbmmehH 
tator ; whofe ptierile flri6tuf 615 k)n tbefe 
divine -poems certainly •caft;jalhadfer oiy 
his-liierary cfeeim^i^. 1 - ' - - - - - * v] 

Even Dr. Johnfon hiriifeif, willing^ -^ 
.fee-evrdehlly wik!,^]frent wMtmiir 'vauf^'-\o 
degrade the higH chara6l^ ^VHifch ^Mr^ 
€rr^defervedly»h^ld,' of «i origfettl #ii- 
tfer, with uncortrtndn powers^ '^f ^n^rJAaiid^ 
ihr^htion, and;'.' theft-efore,' evet' o!i> tfee' 
vatdi ta detefi: 'Any latent iniite^tiiSfi; bSts' i 
Ifeen able tcy difcover no inftande4f fiaifi- * 
lar corapofitibni' c. '^ •/:*../ '• 

Now altow me-toPftibmie^o y^^^ 
deration the folio wiiig lines, ' vMtH >P iftA- 
inclined to believe you ^ have already in^ 
ifnagination anticijpalfed, from oitte'of the 

l!iblimeft Odei^ in 'Horace: * -^ 

' .- ^ S. \. \\., ;.:■'.._ . •• : 

Componerc aequus, Caetera flummis 
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ftlm feruatur, nluic medio alveo 

Cum pace delabentis Etrufcum 

In mare ; nunc lapides adefos 
Stirpcfque rajitas, et pt^Cti^/ et domos^ 
Volventia unk; non fipe montium . 
, Clamore* viqiQ«que fyhrm. .-B« III. O. 2^- 

With this ftam^a before us, will there 
not arife in the mind fomething likfe Juf* 
picion? that Mn Gray, when he wrote the 
£ne lines quoted above, had his eye on 
Horace* Allow me to mark the princi^ 
pal features of refemblance* We have in 
tech p66t a ^pearn, applied by the one to 
the valious^fo^ms of poetry, by the other> 
jto the vidiiitades of human affairs, with 
efpecial i^eference to poUtical revolutions. 
It is conducSted byboth, firft in a courfe 
of placid ferenityj then in torrents of ra^ 
pid impetuofity ; and marked at the clofe^ 
.by the fame ftriking and impreffive con* 
iequence^ . 

«' The rocks and nodding gtoves rebellow to'tbfe jfoarA*" 

Very nearly a verbal tranflation of tlw 
Latin text, 

<' I^on fine montiuni 
^ Clanaore» vicinxque fylvde**^ 

c Here 



Here is certaiftfy^ m th^fe tm> pnflhges 
an extraordinary; coincidence of thought 
and imagery. In addition to which,^^ the 
varying circuinftances, defi^bed in both, 
fSHow earii other exa<9:!y in the fame or- 
der. The attentive reader mH however 
diipov^, under this general fintiBtude^ a 
confiderahle difierenee in the xno^ of 
compQ^tion between thi^ Bn^ifh anki tibc 
fioman Findar. : Emmjgh^ pferhaps) jcm 
iKiH thinfey tQ r^niEOiYe, all apfieacaDcd.of 
direS^ imitation^ It is moft pnobal^BrtiBKi 
Gmy, without recuning to tihft.text of 
Horace, has oaly Q0]kied finoni the tnuc^ 
wJuch a ftequent p[ecttfal bail fefl u^a 
Ms memory. . This hgrpotheikwyi apfibar 
rnone etedible, when.wQ analyze the dif- 
ferent forma of compofitien. Whiia the 
&ream. of Homce glides, quietly into ih« 
Etrufcan ocean, with no other diftinxSioa 
thun that of gendenefs^ 

^ ^ ^* Cam pace dtbth€T^Etrti(cvLm 

« In mare ;" . /. ^ . . 

the ftreanj. of Gray winds along with a 

marked 



ttuictd chaxaiSbEBCr appropriate to tm 
fiibjefti 

'• ■- De6p» iBaJfclBfc> iWbothj attd fttolg.* 

Mr. Gray gives alio peculiar grace and 
beauty to the piece, by his Ikilful ufe of 
the metaphorical ftyle^ blending the fimile 
with the fubjed;^ fo much in the manner 
Qf« Pindar; and not makings as Horace 
has done^ a formal comparifon of the one 
with tte othen 

I cannot here refift the temptation of 
recalling to your recolledion an exqui- 
fitely fine paffage in the book of Pfalms ; 
in which fimilar imagery is applied^ un- 
der the fame form, in a manner moft aw* 
fully fubUme* It is where the divinely- 
infpired Poet, magnifying the God of his 
falvatioii, defcribes, in the true fpirit of 
Eaftern poetry, his protecting power as 
follows: 

•' Who ftittcft the fagmg ^tie/ea, and the noife of his 
waves, and the madnefs oftheptopk:* 

Pfalm hit. V. 7. 

Pope has, in many inftances, adopted this 
c % graceful 



grtoeful manner ; askd iii iione mdidiie^ 
cefsiiilly than in that celebrated addfef» 
to his Guide» Philofophery and Friend, in 

the Effay on Man^ Ep. iii. 

/ ' ' ' ' I "^ * • 

** Oh! while along the ftreain of time thy name. 

" Expanded .flies, and gathe^^s all its fanpe ; 

'* Say, fliall my little bark attendent fail, 

« Purfuethe triumph, jtod partake jthegale??'' ' . 

It will be rather a matter of cunofity, if 
I do not appear too trifling, to fee how 
,this beautiful paflage would read, taken 
out of metaphor, and delivered in the 
plain cqmparativc form. I will endeavour 
to render it in this form, as correi^y as 
may be. — Oh! while your name flies 
abroad along the courfe of time, and ga-» 
thers all its fame, like a fliip going dqwn 
the ftream, and, with expanded fails, ga- 
thering, as it goes, the wind ; fay ! fliall 
I attend,- like a little bark? purfue the^ 
triumph, and fliare in your fame, as the 
little bark partakes the gale, which fwells 
the canvafs of the larger vefleL You will 
not^ I truft, require any further comment 

to 
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tD afceFtain the refped^ive merits attached 
to thefe difiejient forms of compofition. - 
Mr. Gray, it will be feen, has ftill fur- 
ther improved upon the Romjaq.bard, by 
the addition of thofe verdant vales, ,^nd 
gplden fields of corn, through which, ip 
the firft divifion of his fuhje^, he conr 
diK^ the peaceful ftream: 

Through verdant vales arid Ceres' golden reign. 

In the fecond divifion he fimply dofcribes 
it, now fwollen into an overflowing river, 
rolling impetupuflydown the Aeepdefcent; 
which Horace emphatic§,lly exprefles frcwa 
Homer S by the effed:s; 

You, who are wont to view all works of 
tafte with fo con^ and critical an eye, 
cannot fail to obferve, and at the fame 
time to admire, the mafterly fkill of thefe 
gi'eat artifts in the execution of their fepa* 
rate defigns. 

In Mr. Gray V Ode, the varying move- 
ments of mufic, or poetry, are very hap- 
pily illufl^rated by the inconftant current 
jof a river ; aflfuming in different places a 
c 3 different 
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different charad;er; prefenting you by 
turns, either with rich and beautiful proi^ 
pe^ls, in ibothing compoiure; orroufing 
tlie mind into emotions of wonder and 
aftonifliment, by fcenes of a bolder fea» 
ture ; rolling, with the roar of thunder, 
"do>rn broken rocks and precipices. 

The imagery of Horace is equally well 
chofen, and fuited to his purpofe* His 
object; was the courfe of events, which al- 
ternately take. place in a popular govern* 
meht, at one time peaceful and orderly, 
difpenfing eafe, fecurity, and happinefe 
to all around ; at another, irregular, tumul-^ 
tuous, and turbulent, marking its prqgrefs 
with terror and deftra<3;ion; like the 
changeful courfe of a river, the Tyj^er 
for inftance, which was daily in his view, 
flowing at one time quietly and equably 
within its accuftomed banks, at another, 

'♦ Cum fcra diluvics quietos 
•* Irritat amnes ;** 

raifing its fwoUen waves a,bove all bounds, 

bfeakiflg with irreiiflible fury through iall 

t ' obftacles, 



obftacles, and, witii wide-rpreading^efiy- 
lation, bearing down every thing in its 
way ; ' , 

't lapides adefos 
•« Stirpef4uc n^tas, et pecus, et domo*.'* 

It is the more remarkable that Dr. John- 
Ibn Ihould have overlooked this appSr^t 
imitation, when he has chofen, with Al- -^ 
garotti he fays, to confider the Bard as \ 
an imitation of the Prophecy of Neteu*. 
This is more than Algarotti any where af- 
ifirms. In his letter to Mr. * How he fays 
that the Bard is very far fuperior to the 
prophecy of Nereus. 

" Che quel ratlcinio itoi fetnbradi gran Innga ftperiorc 
al.vaticinio dl Ncreo fopra lo eccidio di Troia." 

In which opinion Dr. Johnfon does not 
feem equally difpofed to concurr with the 
learned Italian, 

This is a queftion, which does not ad- 

^it of argument. If there be a man, 

who can hear the fudden breaking forth 

of thofe terrific founds in the exordium, 

" c 4 ^^ 
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^t Mfhichjiout Gl(mceft€r Jiood aghqft^ an4 
Mortimer cried to qrim^ and not thrill with 
horror: if there be a man, who can b^» 
hold th^ awful figure of the Bard, in his 
Jahk vejimfiit$^ with hi$ haggard eyes^ hi$L 
loofe heard and hoary hair^ which 

<* Streamed UAe^a nutar t9 the tr^iUe^ air^^^ 

and hear hinj 

^ Strike tk dtepfinms of iis ^re/' 

without emotion : this man, if fuch a man 
there be, has no feelings, to which a cri- 
tic on the works of a great poet can ap- 
ply. It were as vain and ufelefs to con.- 
verfe with a man of this defcription .on 
fuch fubjed;s, as to commune with a deaf 
man on the enqhantments of mufic, or 
wUh one blind on the charms of beauty. 
While I am converfing with you, whp 
^re neither de?if, nor blind, I am tenipted 
to enter more deeply into the examinatiop 
of this aftoniftiing performance j which J 
fliall confider in ratljer a new light Every 
reader is ftricken with the wildnefs of the 
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ibenery— the grandeur and fublimily of 
thought — the boldnefs of the imagery—* 
the fire and ^enthufiafm which animate 
the ode throughout. Let me now more 
particularly call your attention to the 
highly figurative and majeftic didliop^ 
which pervades the whole, involved in 
that awful obffcurity, fo fuited to the oc*- 
cafion, and chara6teriftically belonging 
to the language of prophecy. This obfcu- 
rity has, I know, been objected to by 
men of fome note, who mull furely have 
confidered the fubje6t very fuperficially, 
95 a defe<9; ; for which, they fay, while it 
jheds fo much darknefs over the whole 
compofition, as to preclude from the 
view of the difappointed reader almpil all 
its beauties, no merit in other refpedlst 
however great and tranfcendent, can com« 
penfate. For myfelf, I have no fcruple 
}n confeffing, that this very obfcurity, fo 
much condemned by judges of this de* 
fcription, has always appeared in my eye 
^ diftinguilhing excellency of the poem* 
The tiffue woven with bloody hands by 

th* 



the Bard, in concert with thfe fpefires <rf 
his murdered brethren, 

*« Tic wituSng Jket ef EJwarJ^s race,** 

on- which were to be traced their impend* 
ihg misfortunes, has in it fomething tre- 
mendoufly fublime, analogous to the em^ 
blematidal images, under which are ufu- 
ally conveyed the prophetic denuncia* 
tions of divine wrath in the ' facred wri- 
tings: of thefe every one feels the effed. 
In the fame fublime ftrain the defcendente 
of Edward are in fucceflion defignated, 
not by name, but by fome myftic allufion; 
under which the figures affume a more 
terrific appearance, from the mift which 
is gathered round them. The tragical 
fate which feverally awaits them, is de^ 
nounped under the reprefentation of fome 
terrible image, encompafled with almoft 
impenetrable darknefs, impreffing on the 
mind a dreadful foreboding of future ca- 
lamity, the more alarming, as its nature, 
•extent, and effedl are unknown and un* 
defined, 
'' ■ From 
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' Fromthefe fcenfes of horror the Bard is 
rapt, by a fudden and unexpe^led tranfi- 
tion, into vifions of glory ; and the ima- 
gination, but now appalled by terror, and 
funk into difmay, is roufed by the profir 
peiftg of happier events, defcried in da!&* 
zling fplendor, though ftill with the lame 
indiflindlnefs of imagery, at a diftance, 
into tranfports of joy and triumphant ex- 
ultation over Edward, on the ultimate 
ilefeat of his impious attempt. 

The tranfcendent merit of Mn Gra/s 
manner can no way be better illuftrated, 
than by a comparative view of the man- 
»er adopted by Horace, in the ode, of 
which Dr. Johnfon is fo willing to think 
the Bard an imitatioiy. The appearance of 
Nereus, engaged in the important office 
of calming the winds, in order to fing the 
crud fates of Paris, has a folemnity in it, 
which raifes the mind to an expectation 
of fomething great and momentous ; yet, 
when we contemplate the figure of Ne- 
reus, prefented, as he is, with no appro- 
priate inveftment, with no local advan- 
tages. 



tk^cs, ftationed we know ndt where, ut^ 
tering : his denuaciatioos we know not 
whence ; with . what fijperior dignity and 
fpirit does the bard g^ppeg^r! in the ro- 
omntic fituation and interdiing attitude 
defcribed by Gray 9 Jir iking with folemn ac- 
COndipanimeiits the deepforrQws of Iw lyre. 

Mr.GraywiU rife ftill higher in your 
opinion, as you proceed. You have feeu 
how he aggrandizes his fqbjed; hy his 
manner of. treating it. What has Horace 
done ? He has recounted, in the fimpleft 
mode of narration, the adventures of Paris, 
as he found them related by Homer. Every 
circumftance is ex^S}y detailed, without 
anyyeilordifgiiife. Every agent introduced 
is raprefented under his known character, 
and maiked by his proper name. No room 
jsleft for doubtful and alarming conjecSlure* , 
The whole tale is told in the plaineft terms. 
In the concluding ftanza we are infcffmed, 
^n the fame fimple manner, without any 
preparation denoting fo important an 
event, that after a certain term of delay, 
occafipned by the anger of Aclull^Sj^ Troy 

would 
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would be cQnfuiried by the Greciaa: 
fires. ...... 

I would tiot yrifli you to fafpeQ; that 
I niean to.. undervalue- the works of .our. 
old. friend, w^hom I was . early . . taught^ 
with ydu; and* ftill xontinufi to love and 
admire. I have often read this very ode 
with pleafure and approbation. It is an 
elegant and beautiful corapofitioh. But 
is th^e i» it any^ even the fainteft, trait 
of refemblance to the Bard of Gray ? or 
are you difpofed, with Dr. Jolmfon, to 
allow Gray only a fecondary merit, as a 
copyift from the firft inventor ?— Inventor 
of what? — What has Horace invented, 
which Gray has imitated ? Gray neither 
wanted nor fought afliftence elfewhere. 
He confulted his own great mind. There 
only did he find the fource of that rich 
l/iream^ which he has condutSted with con- 
fummate addrefs, now in majeftic folem* 
nity, now, as occafion required, with im- 
petuous rage and violence, through the 
various parts of this unrivalled poem; 
and every man of tafte and feeling fol- 

l0W9 
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lows in courfe with rapture and etitlitt* 

Having thus faintly expreSed the high 
reverence which I bear to one of fo fu'* 
perior an order, I will here dofe this bng^ 
yet, may I hope ? to yoth not tediow 
diicuifion« 



Adieti^ 
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My DEAifP. 

npHE ot^rvatiom which I offered oh two 
beautiful pkffages, the one from Gray, 
the other froto Horace,, have not exhaufted 
the ftibjed^ on which I iva& then ttefetingli 
Allow me. to flibmit toiyouctcorifideraitioii? 
another iiifiance of fjoiilar coincidmceii^ 
which has always appeared to raeVeirjr.Feh? 
markabte, though it kstwaio have jeifea|)iecj: 
tbe notice of other rcadeps; In the IBAvds 
w* have a piduw, jexhibiStiDg the d^hr 
of Richard II. by famine^ as recorded byk 
• Archbiihop Scroop and: the older ^tersy 
nxecuted by the bplde& pencil of creative 
fancy: -. r- ^ - ^ ■ w .. :•" t 

ilU iighthe fpatJclmi: bbWl, ' ^ ■ 

Reft 
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Reft of a crown he ftill may fliare the feaft^ 

Clofe by the regal chair 

FeU Tiirfl and F^mhi fc« wl 
A baneful foiile upon their baffled ffiitSL 

Compare ttiiefe fi&c lines ^ith the fol- 
lowing, equally fine, lines of Virgil s 



-*-* Luceiit genialitnis aldd 



Aurea fulcra torh ; epuUq. dttte tra fttraUi 
kegifieo lUxU. Furiarum maxtiha juxta 
Jccubaty et manibus prohibet contingere mende^ 
Exiirg^tque fujeoi attoUens^ atq, iotonat ore. 

-fin. JB. VI. L 603. - 

The two poets chanced to have the 
iame fubjecft in contemplation* Your at- 
tention will be caught at firft view fey a 
i3:nking (itnilarity of manner in the execu- 
tion of their defign. It will be obferved 
alio, that this manner, fo admirably fuited 
to their purpofe, is out of the common 
way,' very far beyond the reach of com- 
mon minds. In order to aggravate the 
dittrefs, and to render the inflided tor-' 
ments more poignantly excruciating, ar 
rich and luxurious banquet is, with exqui* 
fite refinement, previoufly prepared by 
each of thefe great mafters, and fpread ip 

^leciiid 



^Iplendid array before the face of the uij^ 
fortunate fufferers; the fight of which^ 
vhile thiey are witliheid from partaking 
it, irritates the cravings of hunger, even 
19 i^gony* Their conftrainfed abftinence 
is enforced in both by the fame poetical 
Inj^chineryi In Gray^ Fell Thirji and Fa^ 
^e«6 exactly correfpond to the chief of the 
Furies in Virgil. The baneful fmile^fcowkd 
on the hqffied guejt^ in the former, carries 
}vi.th it, perhaps, more of fcom and mor- 
tifying infultj than the more direiS; oppo-^ 
^tipn of tlie Fuxyj with Jier uplifted torch 
and thundering voice^ does in the latten 
JRtill, however, the imagery— the turn of 
thought — the plan and ftru^lure of the^ 
piece^ and the difppfition of the parts^ 
are in both inftances precifely the fame. 

Whence this extraordinary congruity 
arpfe, ox by What means it was effecSled^ 
i will not t?ike upon me to determine* 
So fftr I will venture to fay, and I affure ' 
|nyfelf of your cordial Concurrence, thajt 
0ray's charming ftanza, when ^een by 

i> ijtfel^ 
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itfelf, has very much the air of an ori- 
ginal. 

" Common fenfe,*' we are told on high * 
authority, " direds us for the moft part 
" to regard refemblances in great writers, 
" not as the pilferings, or frugal acquifi- 
" tions of needy art^ but as the honeft 
" fruits of genius, the free and Hberal 
" bounties of unenvying nature.'' 

The LEARNED CKiTic calls for this li- 
berality of judgment in behalf of the 
Poet3y with 1v horn particularly he was con- 
cerned- I find myfelf, juft at this prefent, 
very much difpofed to claim the fame con- 
fideration for the writers in Profe ; hav- 
ing in my mind two paffages from two 
celebrated writers in that form, which I 
am ftrougiy tempted to fend yoti. 

The late Dr. Ogden^ who in my judg- 
ment holds tlie very highejt rank amongft 
the moji eminent preachers, in one of thofe 
excellent fermons on the fifth command- 
menu addreffing himfelf to a young man* 
whofe behaviour he fuppofes lefs correft 
than it ought to be, enforces the obli- 
gation* 
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Rations of children to their parents in a 
ftrain of irrefiftible eloquence, as fol* 
lows : 

« " Now fo proud I felf^willed ! inexora* 
** ble! thou couldft then only a(k by wail- 
^* ing> and move them by thy tears ; and 
** they were moved. Their heart was 
** touched with thy diftrefe* They re- 
** lieyed and watched thy wants, before 
** thou hneweji thine own neceffiiies^ or 
" their kindnefs.. They clothed thee ; thou 
*^ kflewe/i not that thou waft naked. Thou 
" ajkedji not for bread; but they fed 
« thee.'' 

Did you ever read ? or can any young 
man, however proud, felf-willed, inexora-- 
ble, ever read this impaffioned addrefi. 
without emotion ? Nor can we eafily per- 
Fuade ourfelves otherwife, than that the 
refpedlable author was here tranfcribing 
the aflfedlions of his own heart ; for ^ as 
appears from the (hort memoirs of his 
life, drawn up and prefixed to an edition 
of his fermons, in two volumes, by the 
lat^Dn HalUfax,he was a truly afiedion- 
PSI at« 
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ate BJkd dutiful ibn^fnch abne as ^ ma&bft 
•' a gkd fether/' 

It may not be uninterefting to fe» the 
fame thoughts woriiied up into ande- 
gant form by an admired Ancient. iXcfao- 
phon, you m^ reo3lie6i^ in iiis Memoirs 
of Socrates, introduces the iHiAIofo^er 
difcourfing in liie ^llolv ing teribs : 

i . . 

., H yw^ UTroSe^afABvri to ^Ofriov r^ro^ Couwo" 

ffoi^ SiBvMyzua-cc^ou riKtsrx Tf§(pu rs n^u £^//^6- 
X6/T«/,»J6 7rpo'7re7rov6m» liievayuGov, »J£ r4rNjfi,2-i 
KON TO BP^<I>02 'T* 'OTOT JlYnASXEI, 
^Jg SHkAINRIN ATNAMENON'OTOjr AEI- 
TAI. " 

X K>r. Mem. 1. ii. c. 1 1 . 

The featiniieots mnder tiie «Hprei&dMt 
jDnarJced ia Ifce Etigiiih text tey Ilalids, and 
by capitals in the Gcertk, ^bear, ye^a^^l 
takeifiotice; a&rikingre&sitibianCeto^^c^ 
othjer; aoady^thoagh etidttUtiy imdl jii& 
anSi TuatuKrai, jare, fo far as my flbfe»va^ 
tion rgoesi^ lao wb^e-to tbe ibiaskl, .imt iu 
1 ; ^ thefe 
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ihafe two pafl[ages. If you- read the whole 
xrhapter^ from which the lineg abpve ar0 
taken, and the pemfal will abundantly 
«jpay your trouble, you will find throughi- 
out a great fimilarity of thought between 
the Philofopher and the Prober, In th^ 
fliort paflage immediately before us, the 
Preacher appears to have given morte of 
pathos to the fubjeft, by a judicious am- 
plificatipn, illuftrating the general fentir 
fluent by fpecific inftances^ very happiijr 
chofen to affed; the feelings. 

Dn Ogden w^ undoubtedly well venE- 
$d in all the works of Xenophon. ^May 
wc not therefore fuppofe ? without any 
derogation from his merit, tiiat, while he 
was compofing this admirable fermon, his 
thoughts might take their color from 
#Le tints, collec^jed upon his mind by 
frequent communication with this fine 
writer. 

Whatever may be your opinion on this 
point, you will not, 1 am perfu?ided, rer 
^ret my h^^ving called your attention to 
lia old *cq\wint9?nce, nor thiiik ypur time 

p 3 niifem* 
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mifemployed in comparing the works of 
two fuch authors as Xenophon and Dr. 
Ogden; from cither of whom you cannot 
fail, as you read, of receiving the highr 
eft gratification. 

I could jamufe myfelf, if I thought it 
would be equaQy amufing to you, with 
tracing thefe literary refemblances ftill 
further. But I rather wilh you now to 
confider with me another fpecies of imir 
tation, if it may be fo called ; " the ma- 
nagement of which,'' * Dr. Hurd fays, "is 
to be regarded, perhaps, as one of the 
niceft offices of Invention ;" I mean^^ the 
allufions often made by the firft writers 
to old rites and ceremonies, or to promir 
ijent circumftances in ancient or modem 
hiftory. $ 

Dr. Hurd fomewhere notices a beauf^ 
tiful fpecimen of this delicate allufion in 
a poem, called the Spleen, by Mr. Green 
of the Cuftomrhoufe. The Poet is recom- 
mending exercife, as a fovereign remedy 
againft that depreffion of fpirits, and 
thofe hypocondriac affedions, which are 

always 
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always produced by this morbid humor; 
and exemplifies his dodlrine by onq of the 
fimpleft and moft trivial modes, which 
can poffibly be conceived. 

Fling hut a fione. 

You will not difcover in this plain fen- 
tence any great effort of imagination, any 
rich coloring of expreffion, any thing 
either of novelty or beauty. But when 
to this fo common an a6lion is added the 
unexpeded image, under which is con^ 
veyed the propaifed benefit, 

The giant dies^ 

all the circumftances attending an intereft- 
ing hiftory, w;hich we have been accufr 
tofhed to read from our childhood, and 
to think important from an early reve-' 
rence for the ^ writings, in which it is con- 
tained, are at once recalled to the mind ; 
and give to the paffage a life and fpirit 
beyond what the greateft refinement of 
thought, with all the embelliihment of 
language, could ever have produced, 

FUng hut aftone, the giant die$. 

p 4 Of 
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Of the fame clafs with this I have al^ 
ways confidered that fine imagery, undef 
which Mr. Gmy reprefents the indicatioirf 
of genius, fuppofed to difcover themfelveii 
.in the infancy of our immortal Shakfpeare 
" — the early promife of his future great-^ 
nefs. On the awful appearance of Na» 
TURE, who comes in a majeftic form to 
inveft her darling with the happily-fancied 
enfigns of that high office, which he was 
deftined afterwards to fill with fuph afto* 
niihing powers, 

•...-I.... the ^ daunt Jefi child 
Sttetc))'4 forth his little bandit and fmil'd. 

Did you ever contemplate the animate4 
figure of this dauntkfs child without re^ 
curring, at the fame time, in your mind, 
to the fabulous defcription of Hercules 
In the cradle? gralping in his infant 
Jiands the ferpents, and throwing them 
playfully at the feet of his father, 

Hroi ag' ug vSovr EllITITeiON Hp«%Xija 
i^pB Svca %6i^6(r<r<y airpi^ AIIAAAILIN fi%oyra 

Theoc. I(ljL xxiy. 

In 



In the(^ BxaiBptes eve^y thing is j^in 
ftnd dbviotis. The propriety and apti^ 
tilde of the sdlufions are feen kt bxseei 
Buf; it has oft6n occnfred td me, fliftt 
ive lofe many beauties in the ancient 
poets from not knowing the fad:8^ to 
which, probably, frequent allnfions kre 
made, to us, at this diftatsce of ifiite^ ttfi 
t^lly inexpUcable, 

I have been ted itito this train of 
thought by an obfcure paflage in one df 
the Od6S of Hof acfe ; which has creited 
ho fniall {>erplexity amohgft the fchohafte 
^nd comnieiltAtors, fuch of them I nieM; 
as have ventured to remark upon it; fot 
fonie of the firft order, as Bentley, Qef^ 
her, and others, i^ith a referve not very 
unufual where real difficulties occor^ havtft 
Jkfept fL wary filence, 



- Hinc aficinf rapax 



Fortuna Qnmfiridore acuto 
§ultulit> hie poiuifle gaudet. 



It 
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It biay not be unamufing to obferve 
for a moment, how thefe' learned Critics 
puzzle themfelves in endeavouring to ex* 
plain what, by their awkward attempts, 
they very plainly fhew that they did not 
at all underilandt 

One gravely interprets the term rapax 
by mutabilis^ acuta by luBuofo, 

Another, by an expofition ftill more 
extraordinary, renders rapas fullulit by 
elam. fuftulit. 

A thir<^ with great importance, on the 
words cum Jiridore acutOj " his verbis 
** puto iignificari Fortunae commutatio- 
" nem, quae vi?: intelligi ppteft fine 
** magno fonitu ac fragore. Stridor enim 
^Vfonitum ac ftrppitum fignificat^ non 
*' clamorem/- 

Thus do they go blundering on, ren-- 
dering " confiifion worfe confounded," 
not attempting, any of them, to defcribe 
the unufual figure which Fortune is here 
mttde to alTume. Had they attended a 
little more to this circuraflance, it would, 

perhaps. 
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|>erhaps, have faved them much of the 
trouble, in which they have involved both 
themfelves and their readers. 

Bene, fays a modern Editor, in general 
an acute and fagacious interpreter of his 
author, Baxter, cum Jiridore acutOy cilttn 
ante pofuerit rapcur^ adinftar fcilicet pro- 
cellofi turbiniSf 

This roar of ftorm and thunder feems 
alfo to have rumbled in the ears of M. 
Dacier ; though, when on fecond thoughts 
he explains Jiridore acuta by ^ the founds 
made by the wings of Fortune, he feems 
to have caught a glimpfe of the real 
image, which the Poet had in his eye, 
that of a foaring eagle ; as will appear 
from an extraordinary occurrence related 
by the hiftorian. I will beg leave to tran- 
scribe the paffage. 

^* Ei (Lucumoni) carpento fedenti cum 
uxore, AQUiLA fbfpenfis demifla leniter 
alis pileum aufert, fuperq. carpentum cum 
magna clangare volitans rurfus, velut mi- 
nifterio diviniiu» miffa,^ capiti apt6 repo- 
»itj inde fublimis abiit* Accepiffe id 

9jUgurium 
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attgurium laeta dicil^ Taoaqail^ petita» 
lit tulgo Etnifci, celeftium prodigionini 
mulier. Excelfa et alta fperare comploKa 
vinim jubet. Earn alitem ea regione 
coeliy et ejus Dei nunciam venifle. Circa 
iuinmum culmen hominis aufpicium fe*- 
ciffe. Levifie humano fuperpofitum ca- 
piti dectis^ ut eidem divinitus redderet* 
I4V. lib. i. c. 34* 

Wonders and prodigies ever attend the 
remoter pmods t>f great States and King- 
doms. They never foil to be recorded 
in their earlier annals ; are fuperftitiouflj 
idelivered down from father to fon, and 
Received with an eafy and willing ere* 
denee amongft the populace. Of this 
^defcription is the tate of Luc u mo and 
the Eaols ; which I doubt not was as 
lamiliar amongft the Romans, as w«Il« 
known, and as often repeated, as with us 
the legends of King Arthur, and the 
Knights of the Round Table, Guj Eiiil 
of Warwick^ St George i^id tiie Dta« 
gon, &c, 

Thw 



Thus it appears, that the Poet, when 
he attributed fo uncommon a figure to 
Fortune, with fo fingular a mode of fto 
tion, alluded to a popular ftory in euery 
hady's mouth. The allufion, of courfe, 
VHS immediately ackiiowiedged by the 
>«ider, and fejt in all its fotrce. 

By the li^t hence thrown on the fiib^ 
jedt, whatpi^er there was of ^fcurity halB 
vanifted, all^diiiSlcultiee are dp»e away^ 
every expreflibn refumes its ufual and 
proper fignificatk)n, and t^eientence be^- 
comes dear and luminous. 

Hie tenn rapm is not, you fee, to be 
wadcaiftood as qpiihetical to Fortuna, but 
to ^be taken, as adje<9;lyes ai^ ioften iifed 
by rthe poets, adrerbiaJfly, and jcnhed ia 
conftru6tion with the verb fuftulit,. ^ Rd- 
pas fuftulit, i, e. * rapaciter fuftulit, ra- 
puit. 

By the expreflion Jiridore acuta, the 
great ftumbling-block of the commenta- 
tors, are plainly fignified, as intimated 
by a vague conje6ture of the learned 
Frenchman, the founds made by the eagle 

clap- 
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clapping its wings, and fcreaming in it* 
flight; which the hiftorian expreffes by thfc 
words mcigno clangore. 

I will not fatigue you by dragging you 
further through thele dry and tirefome 
difquifitions into the niceties of grammar 
tical arrangement, which, I fufpe6fc, are 
not much to your tafte. You will not 
however think that labor vain, which 
tends in any way to elucidate the fenfc 
of a favdrite author, and to draw forth 
into more open view a latent beauty^ 
which has fo long lain buried under the 
accumulated rubbifli throAvn over it, from 
time to time, by profeffed critics and la- 
borious annotators. Repofing fecurely 
on this aflurance, for the prefent I will 
bid you 

Adieu, 
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LETTER IV. 



My dear p. 

^MtrHEN, on opening a letter from your 
old Correfpondent, the expreffion of 
LITERARY RESEMBLANCE again mcets 
your eye, I am fearful whether you will 
npt feel fomewhat of alarm. It is well, 
indeed, if, by pacing fo often the fame 
beaten round, you do not by this time 
find ydurfelf wearied, and your fpirits ex- 
haufted. Notwithftanding all this, I can- 
not refift the temptation of again tref- 
paffing on your patience, and laying 
|>efore you another inftance of extraor* 
dinary co-incidence from the works of a 
great mafter, who has fo ably and copi- 
oufly treated on this very • fubjed through 



its feveral branches. The inftance, which 
I have in view, coming from fo high au-' 
thority, to which, you and all men of learn- 
ing will very readily allow, a pecuUar defe- 
rence is owen, I will give yon the text of the 
LEARNED CRITIC, and that of the French 
Annotator, the j^Am author alluded to^ 
ranged in feparate columns, by the fide 
of each other: under ;which forni^- you 
will have a more compreheijifive view of 
tibe whole, aod be ^enabled to gqkd^;^ 
the.two authoEs w^ the greater eafe and 
icy- 



,. X^qg ^v^iff^^c of iht 
itobleft privilege of his art, 
be breal^ away in a fit of 
J/f9j^^UC c;i^u£9^rQ>rto fore- 
tell his ^cc^es ia this pro* 
Jte6^cd enterprife, and under 
tl^e f^^gff^y oi the ancient 
triumph^ whfCh comprehends 
Or fuggeft^ to the imagination 
wbfff^jar^ is mqA ai^uft in hti- 
njan^affairs, to delin^te the 
Aiture glories of this am- 
lbjiliM|8)d^g|i.* /The yffkoVi 
Cf^nceptjofl, as we fliall fee, is 
^the utmofi utahJUurdnd mag* 



La vi vacite avec daqj^i^^^ 
Poete decrit alugii^iquemmt hi 
dcdic^ce, quH :&>if :£uie it 
fon JSnSide a AnguOe, (ovf 
Tid^ dc la ^dedicacfe <l'!ip 
Temple, «ft admirabte. C*eft 
Ml 4^ beaux pioraawt ^ffj/ll^ 
y»* ait fait Pauttur^ 
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.modi ¥ita ftiperfir^ :. 
Aomo^tbHtas dedcicam rectice 

. uTJiefrcij^edcmiqueftwas 
M^effs^u^.that-of all tb(9 
Mufes . 9i% once t wboai, to 
carry on the decorum of the 
Allegorie, he threatens to force 
from tbar high Md\advanta* 
ggous ^tuation on the Jummt ofr 
tke^ ^oniof muut^ and to bring 
ti?em\caftive into Italy, . . ,^ 

Ancient conguercp'were 
ambitious to confecrate their 
glory to immortality by a 
temple or other public monu- 
ment* * which was to he huilt 
§kt ofthef^oiU of the conquered 
titles or conntrles* 



Virgile feit entendre ibus 
uOe fdlegme ingenieu/ey qi^e 
quand il.aura pubtie Ton J£^ 
n^ide, et quand U aura dedi& 
fon temple par des j^ux, il fera 
porter la Grece a$* Mufes^ qhi 
quitteront P Helicon, four vetur^ 
haiiter ritalie* 



Navali furgcfittt #116 <dxtth^ 
. nas. ap. ,^ 

i* Virgile ne djt pa$ fans fai- 
bn, que de }'airain des vai^ 
fcaux, criJevez i Clfopatre it 
lera fondre H colorinei d<? 
Jori temple. "^A'u'gufte Hvoit 
fe effet Ari^T^'ta'nt de irmzt 
des vmjfeai^^ ^tl avoit'fris 
i^AHitmi qu*ii cut de quoi oi 
eriger Us coloutus du tenipUl 

\ Palatini ' \> 



able to the i*a of the g^c«|t ^-'dehahnore'pdtaam. - 

Woskpjropbfed^ which, wasroik •» * >..'.;. 

of the remains of^Gtccian art .'On voit ioi qncc^ teitipb 

|o conE)|iioi4B • a .new ^one, >rhfft de morbirei qtie le Poefe doit 

Jhtfiiefmpr^the vihm$ efthm bidr, i fon retoor du Let«Rf^ 

Mlli as^ infa&gtbeJineuii ct que oette. d0diM«e> *qtt'i| 



so 



;fsMfBfrC«W»^ * «3r#-i i I J 



^ the rnafbte lem^te^ h «vIu9» 



Et viridi in c^nnpo tcmplum 
de marmore ponam. 

The dedication of the tem- 
ple is then made to the Poet's 
Divinity, Augudus. 

In medio mihiCaefar ent tem- 

. The expreippn* Vcmphati- 
CaVaVintioiabng t9 us, and 
preRpuringAifje Tecfet pUrpoft 
of the A.neid ; whiqh was m 
the perfon of/j£'»eas to iha* 
aow form and coafecrate the 
char after oj Au:ullus. H^ 
pitznity ivas io^pll arid CffftjS 
ih sriat ijuori. 

fpeaus in oftr5,*&c: ' '"''' 

ni J4>^«e l(|bfr«r9Bde!ii;4i£tHi 

fgare in ^^\^Sf:\^i^^^ 
needs only be reminded of the 
tariff Sfimt, in the iBorfd, 
wby>ti:^^s tpit^qfety iaitrot* 
^iioed in to»»sr.<Qf tii^: finer 

•10/r/r thought^ for f mere 



11 veut dbf^<4«f iHiiiv4MOiir 

Ton iEneide* et y mettn>]aidfer« 
niire main, il viendra la pub- 
1^^ «ft Ihi^. 1^^«|f<4iiot, 

^^il- thnikra 'dn ^ m t i nrnff e'^fM 
fdtfmk ^cA thtKjpecsi -* - 

^:\.?.. ♦ . / . • '■ y\'. - . 

•^t>tif*»fiEh&l^ fe'rappotte 
^v^Aogui^fc. ^Ilrndft^iiri,* 
DtfVnodtSi % fc(^d%%t«fe 
forme foh- Hems. IbBg-^lk' 'd 
temple, dont Augufie /era U 



V»a ^ iVi > i 






^i^igcba Viflgilr it Axi^ttib 

lfH]teilis»:roh£8^i^des coiiHhi 
de! tetany 'des comipeRs - dii 
cefte; tt .\dicc ^ijws 4le t^ 
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an^ hit mdS/en The £m^ 
pttw was fa^fitmnely fond tf 
ib^tJ^Si an^ v^sts «veo the 
anlthor Dr itfbrer of one of 
theiRk 



. • 2u«.. .' 



Nectifoii et fetii) qtiae cuiqi 

eft copia, la^i, 
Dbna ferust* 

RtX. J. V. 200b 

II eft etonnant, que nul de^ 
inteipretes ft'ait apper^ii le 
bat, qu'a . cu le Poete dana 
repifode de l'apotheofed*Aii- 
chifei et dans Pepifode des 
jcux, f «V/ fait ceJehrer i fan 
tomBeau, C'eft Auguft'e que 
Virgile rcprcfcnte ici fous le 
caca^ere d'u£nee. Le pieu^ 
Auguftepar rapoUieofe> qujil 
fit &)re i Jule Cejar fon pere| 
iskpar ksjewCf dont il bonora 
le nouv^au Dieu^adonoe ac- 
cafion a Virgile d'inventer ce. 
long evenementy dont il rem^^ 
flit 4in livre fr^qu^ entier. 

On ordonna que tout ki 
peuple fetronveroit a des jeux^ 
avec des couronnes de lau- 
fier. 

Qe qi|i fut ^oncun trait do 
plete apptoiive elms Augafte 
eft mis ici fur le compte d'uE- 
nce par le Poete, qui .fsiit fa 
cour par cette flatterie, </*»»- 
fant plus artijicieufe, qu'elU efi 
plus . indirea, 11 paroit memi 
qui Virgile a i-eprefente en Si-* 
cile, pour Papothccrffe d'An-* 
chife, le memif geiH-e di jeuXp 
ip^on, JR a Rom four celb Jt 
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Vel fcena ut veriit dilcedat 

frontibus» utq. 
Purpurea intextitoUantaulsea 

Britanni.. 

The choice of inwoven 
Britons fof the foppoft of his 
veil is well accounted for by 
them who tell us, that A U- 
guftus was proud to have a 
number of ' thofe to ferve 
about him in the quality of 
flakes. 

tn foribus pugnam ex aura« 
' fi^doq. elephanto, 
Gangaridum factam^ n&on^q. 
* arma Quirini, 8^c. 

Here tkg co^>tring tf' theJU 
gure is too thin to hide the li- 
teral meaning from the dm- 
monefl resLdeTy who fees that 
the feveral triumphs of Cafar, 
here recorded in fculpturcj 
are thofe which the Poet hath 
taken mod pains to finifii, and 
fekth occalionally inftrtcd- in 
feveral places of fas ^m. 



Apr& que Joles Ceftr eiit^ 
v^DCU les Anglois» on ies coh* 
pbya au ferv^ce des theatres. • 
C'ecoit eux qui feifokat rou** 
ler ies decorations fur leurs 
pivots, et qui ^foient 91011*. 
voir les machines. 



Le nil convert de vaiileauS 
reprefentera /f cornet iP^lex* 
mndriet et Ventiere ikfaite tP Jii* 
toitttf et de Cliopatre* 

Addam urbes Afia;. 

II vent parler des villes 
d'Afie ; qu'Atigufte alia ch&- 
tier> Pannee qui preceda la 
mort de Virgile> au rapport 
de Dion. 



"J Hitherto wc have coiltem- 
fiated the decoratirons of the 
fiirine, i. e, fucTi as bear a 
jnorc dirca and irpmedifttc re- 
ference to the honor of Cae- 
Ur. Wc.are npwprefented 
m>\% a view of the jccmoter 
furrounding ornaments of the 
tcmpk. Thefc aiv^ the iUtifr 



On ne pent gturt ml^amteitri 
ici YMneidet que le Poete a 
reprefentee fous falUgorie d*Mn 
temple^ qu'il dediera a Au- 
gude. Les defcendans d'Af* 
faracus en font les priacipaux 
aAeurs: je veux dire An- 
chife, ^nee, et fon fils Jule* 
Aflaracus fut pert de Capi% 
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Irious Trojan chiefs, whofe 
fiory was to fumifh the ma- 
terials, or more properly to 
form the body and cafe, as it 
were, of this augttft ftrufture. 

Stabunt et Parji lapides fpi- 

rantia figna, 
Aflaraci proles. 

Nothing now remains but 
for FAME to eternife the 
glories of what the great ar- 
chitei^^ had, at the expence 
of fo much art and labour, 
complied, which is predifted 
in the higheft/ublime of ancient 
poetry under the idea of 
, JINVY, whom the Poet pcr- 
Xonalifes, ihuddering at the 
view of fuch tranfcendcnt 
perfedion* and tafting before- 
hand the pains of repedilefs 
vexation, ftrongly piAured in 
the image of the worft infernal 
tortures. 

Invidia infelix, &c. 



et Capis cut Anghife pour 
fils. 



L'ENVIE reftera dans un 
temple confacre I Augufte ; 
non plus pour triompher; 
mais affligce de voir fa rage 
inuple. , 

Invidia infelix, &c. 

C'eft pour marqucr que cet 
Empercuravoitfurmonte I'cn- 
vic de fe» competiteurs, ou dc 
fes cnnemis, Antoine, Lepidus, 
Sexte-Pompec, Brutus, Caf- 
fius« &c. 
Caefaris et nomen femi tot 

ferre per annos> &c. 

Virgile n'outre point la prb- 
mefle qu'il fiait. On peut 
dire que par fon .£neide li a 
rendu le nom d'Aaguftc im- 
mortel. 



That you inay not want fufficient time 
to form your own judgmept with due de- 
liberation, 1 will leave thefe extrads in 
your poffeffion; r^ferying my remarks for 

the next. 

Adieu. 

£ 3 
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LETTER V. 



My dear p. 

YOU have now feen the fimUai; pafla^ 
from my two Authors, oppbfed to 
each other in detached paragraph^. But I 
nmft defire you to read the perfofmance of 
Mr. Hurd, the whole together, as it is dranip;! 
put by his able pen. I will fuppofe you 
to have finifhed this entertaining perufal : 
and now let me afk you, did you, any 
where, at any time, fee the efficiency of 
fuperior talents difplayed in a more con- 
fpicuous manner? The loofe notes, fcat- 
tered up and down by the French Anoor 
tator, without form or conneidpn, are 
carefully colle6led by this fine writer, arr 
3. ranged 



^tfigR*.' i So/ cxceUeut was thW kigeniou^ 
Pf^JffeWRWC* i^^^ at the ti^ne when i^ 
$f& ^g>peai?cdv thaA. it wsusr vepy warmtj^ 
^fjpla|i)de4 1?J 0^5* from- wlwfed^ 
in all matters of tafte, as on evecy fub-^ 
j^iiffnti^ wl)^ i^mle <rf;arts and fci- 
caces^i thei^e; ligs no appeal. You wiU 
ca^ly g^ereeirV^^i that I c»n here niean nor 
oti^v th'9« th^A ^yiVlderfiiil. mapn i» whofe 
compmhei|live mind wai^ united with the 
^Jublime imagination of Lofiginm the fe^ 
vfi^i tee^mig ^\ the Stagynte. ^ 

:^ it is^>withoi>t*ferttf)3« confeffed, that a 
^^eat p^rt of the! 4*ough materials are to 
^ jK>u9d^ ifii the annotations of Catrouw 
Superficial readers^; >viio,d<>aot attend to, 
on from th^ir ^^JlUggi/h and clouded imagi- 
V natimd^' ape. incapable of diftinguifhing, 
the nicear differences^ of things, have on; 
this acjaount formed . very injurious con- 
aluiii^nB,. a^d even gone fo far as to load. 
1^ WijM^N.5« CRITIC with the charge of 
1 _. £ 4 plagiarifm. 



Id Specimens '<y» = 

* plagiArifm. Such, we know, vrkS tb« 
ungeinerous treatment, which the' great 
^Pounder of the Warburtonian 'School 
himfelf more than once* experienced} 
and even a dire6l ' difavowal, accompa^ 
nied with the moft folemn aflurances, was 
found fcarcely fufficient to repel the 
charge. 

You will difcover at firft glance, how 
much they, who judge in this illiberal 
manner, underrate the merits of the 
tEARNED CRITIC. No man of an en- 
lightened and intelligent mind will hefi- 
tate to acknowledge, that to him, and 
him alone, exdufively belong the happy 
defign and fkilful plan of the piece, the 
judicious difpofition of the parts, with the 
^lendid ornaments, thrown in here and 
there occafionally, giving luftre and addi- 
tional beauty to the whole. It is only 
for the favored few, whom " ' Nature has 
touched with a ray of that telejiial fircj 
which we call true Genius^ out Of fuch 
materials to fonn fo perfe6t and beautiful 
^n edifice; which the amate^H'-will neter 

fml 
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^il to contemplate with thfe livelieft'cmo^ 
tions of delight and admiration. It were 
as unreafonable and unjuft in this place 
toaccufe the leariteb critic of plagi- 
arifm, as to condemn the Archite<ft; who 
brings the ftones or marble, which he 
builds with, from the quarry, for want 
of tafte and invention. 

The doctrine of the learned critic 
on this fubjed; applies very appofitely to 
the cafe before us. " ^ If there be rea- 
^ fon for fufpeding any communication 
^* between two diflFerent writerg^, it muft 
" be taken from fomethingi elfe, befides 
*> the identity of the (ubje6l-matter of 
" fuoh defcription : as from the number^ 
•* or the nature of the circumftances fe- 
♦* ledled for imitation^— from the order in 
** which they are difpofed — or the man- 
" ner in which they are reprefented/* 

The great volume of Nature lies open 
to every obferver. Is it then any wonder? 
if many of thofe, who attentively perufe 
it, fhould be ftricken with, and occafi-« 
Onajly tranfcribe the fame paffages. The 

imroortnJ 
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kmnortal works oi HoiAer and Virg^ 
iKiring defcended through fi> lofiig a fen^ 
of s^es, are to n$, at this >day, ia a n^8»- 
Ber coeval with the bqginaiog of thiog^ 
and may be looked upoa in the ikm^ 
fighty as the everlaftifig HMuotaiiai^ of aaj 
other isagQificent phasniomeiia of NatuKi 
The feveral obje<9», which appear fpfe44 
over them ia various forms of graiideur 
md beauty, on all fides catckmg. t^eej^ 
of the fpedatoi:, are to be accounted £19 
wmmon Jiock^ in media fofkuy 01, as the 
Poet exprefie&it, \pvblicu maienies; which 
every one has an equadri^t to a^propeiate 
to himfelf ; and it becones^ under pvapet 
management^ jiWt7ati jWt$^ — ^InSr^NWQ. . ' 

If therefore the pi!iaciple8^.1aid dowa bjp 
♦he 1.EAKNED €»iTic, he ailowed to be, 
as by every competent judge they CftMao* 
fail of being, equally juft as candid, the 
right of property, whiiih he afl^nst^^ is 
inconteftibly eftablifhcd. Ht fohB^& Jm 
eiretm/iances from the! common Jiack — tlm. 
erder in which theyi/we d^pfsfedtr-^md tj^ 

- ,' fnmmm 



■f ] will not dfitaift jo^ loi^g^ ^ tbift pi- 
iifijlr %eGk»r of* <?omiw^iiHptett cJf^iR^iikte, 

time to time, they are ever throwing, very 
hapale^ indeed, and ineflfedtually, from 
their diftance, on thofe of a fuperior or- 
der; from whofe works, however excellent, 
they derive neither pleafure nor profit ; 
while tl^ey read them only with the feel- 
ings of mortified vanity, and the paltry 
defire of difcovering faults, ^hat feefns 
to promife far better entertainment, I 
would much rather attend you through 
thofe delightful fcenes, which the charm- 
ing Author, with whom we are now en- 
gaged, is continually opening to your 
view. 

That we may enjoy this truly claffical en^ 
tertainmetit in the greater purity^ without 
interruption, would it not be better to wait 
for fome more favorable opportunity, when 
we may enter upon it with our fpirits 

frefh. 



6efhj and with bo unpleafant impreffions 
on the mind? In the mean time, the 
charadiar of the learned critic will, I 
doubt not, ftand as high in your opinion, 
as firm and unihaken by the petty cavih 
of envious detractors, as it does in mine. 

Adieu, 
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My dbae p. 



Tp\o.I not flatter myfeL^ rather too^ va^Pk ?; 
r . vhen I fuppoii^ you ^ye been^;vf9;|(ci^ 
ing, with fome degree of impatience io^ 
the entertainment which I promifed you. 
I wilinot pretend to guefe what expe^J^* 
tions you may have fonned. WhatevBjr 
they may be, as I have only a fecondary 
part to adt^ in fubferviency to the M,^Aet 
of the Feaft, I may be allowisjd to hope, 
that you will not be entirely difap-* 
pointed^ : ^, 

On your firft entrance into this en- 
chanted ground, you will not fail to ad? 
xnire the extraordinary fagacity difplayed 
by the xearned critic in his develop-p 
Jpj^nt of the gradual preparation, with 

which 



-which the Poet guards the approach to 
his intended temple, " under the imagery 
** of an ancient triumph, when all the 
** Grecian Mufes at once, after being 
** forced from their high and advan- 
** tageous fituation on the fttmmit of the 
.** Aonian Mount, were t6l)e led captive 
« into Italy/' 

With the fame conftriMnftatt -ft^ he 
condudls his reader through the feveral 
priRS'fbf o^Hfe-atignft ^ ftni<ftam- Aft^' (5 
etoldif;-^-' Vii^ ftij^ fiiripy,^ A^he will 
iiearaieaij$»fttF'kattae.^'» '^-'-"^ '■ -' ''^^' 

.j;ov jj: '..::'yfc] i lij'.. ■: ' uMiUi'iiih-^.i:: 'J: j 

ij^fefeiitjf d«AiW|tttfH ail fiisf^y^/caa 

miHih Wok • ^m W4s'.f6'ebchattt -a't^ni^ 
J^ Woite'tfiftfe, H^o^re'-fi^miK^y'aiJ^ 
fluainted with its ufual form and ftru^ure^ 
Here ihetfefore ^ imtidt'e defcri^i^n of its 
iraridtTS parts -would hare bced teditnrf 
tnd Impertinent, llic French Anriotatof 
talked it up as he finds it itt thepdettl 
But the cafe of the CommeniatoT is fe^ 

diiferent 
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hS^int ^ftam>:hktst:vi. tbe Poet : r^fte 
fi4^kRisrfi«>' cistdTic mad awskm of ti^s dif-- 
&fefio^,^aMll <better^ kcqilaix>ted wi^ ^i| 
bOfiite^;^ - He'tnrell^iKiW. ihat ** tbe:u»|kr 
i^o^j in [ tht^'. pface cdald: aaot bel \tfidefi- 
**>lfldod; without i^fleiSlii^tin t)»e,:»pqlV 
" tomary form and difpofition of Ahu 
*^ ' Pa^ 'iamplBSi," ■ mUch j iiifiteH§^'f he 
iccumtfily- iaid icieoAiAtaiiy^.McwkGit 
t»iCh 'fdi' ^ >kiidwle(d|go and abd£itjD;i()f ift 
llWiMfedikrtift;: . :j •::.: -•;.;:' .-.- ;„;. ; 

•<'; '* The.'^we'or !fao£ltawgr()i» i^tdm^ 
<r '^thdmn- iSke ilataerof;:tiie pfe^dit^(f^ 
'?'^'#&s•^aoed."■ • :,-•.. ■ . .,- .--r ..; • ."1 

*^ '•* Thci ^ltarbefore*fe« Ort^nfe/lfla irlw* 
'fere to /be offered the facrifices^taitiw 
lifcVdiVhiity.- 1 - " • ■: ^''^■• i 

• '' ;. . Oefofq. yWere juvencosi ' '-'* ' • > 

' /«*' TKe ^dobrs o^ curious carVe3"W6i*?, 
*f incloling the image and duiftile VeBsi 
•* embellifhed' by the rich embi-oidery dT 
•* floweir?, animals, or human figures.'*' ■'■ 

Purpurea intexti toUant aulsa BricamiL' 

Tlius 
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Thus we hive k oomprdiaiifiVie view <j£ 
this poetical building ; of > ^oh thd 
French Annotator feem9 to liAve^bafd no 
idea ; or, if he had any^ not to have b^o 
aware; how intiinatdy the plani hcr&giveii 
of it, was coiQieiSted with, the Poet's den' 

figfl. -^ ':i .'.)].'..:• -• 

With thisi chart in his hand, the. cu«« 
rious* enquired traces the .)wliole. progreft 
of the. Poet's mragery with leafe and cerr 
tainty. But this \^ not aH*] ; JH was not 
Enough to proceed tegularly^iflrfp'by ftep, 
thr<>t|^ the fevuralilag^ bfCbiftyifiohary 
fcenery. It was evident' Jbkat.b^ tbefe 
typical (igns more wias fignified Jl(han what 
ihaldiTS^ly expi^fied. Th^^fiLt^ArnKsD 
CjfciTiC: apprehend; at once this rei^otet 
fenfe, and by an explication , :the mftft 
eafy and intelligible, reiiders it obvious to 
the ^meaoefl. uijderftanding. r The, c^m- 
mone/i reader now fees that under^ ttie ejf^ 
'|>reflion, Jfolennes ^oftmasy the -.Poet inti- 
mated the gradual fokmn preparatioii! of 
poetic pompi in which he would proceed 
to the celebration of Caefar'is* praife- 

That 



-That by the ^ facrifices performed on thp 
altar^ i:aifos juvencoSj were par^figuxad.tfeH^ 
*^W!ft;gi)atefiJ ofFeriiigs to his Diyinity?. i^i 
.th^ OccufiQpal ^ppifo^^Sj.whkh Jie ytquI^L 
confeGmte to ^s.iffprie jRiniediatjEr, hio»9ii, 
And finally, th^t ii^ the (embroidered veils 
was adumbratiQd tlifl richeft texture of 7f^ 
fences intended forna cov.ejing-tp tliat 
admired image of /«>^virtue^ y^hj^k ^M 
tor-niake^ th^ pridf^ and^glory of Ai^^poero* 
A\lh4t fpirit' a,i?d ji^nimat^on do^f?;thi§ 
beautiful • paflTage ajQTumje! how ip[iu<;lj 
more iiflfpaeiiri ve ^.nd interesting does it 
becpme 1 ill^ftrated by tliis Iwfti.KfcPWs in-* 
t§rp^reMion<, ... ^i ; ; ../ ai ': 

^ His revered friend and patron (PnW^ci 
b}%rto|i) whcnn the i^earnep iCfijTjc de^ 
glares: himfetf) at ^1 times, ^ amWitifius of 
i»aitating, dealt muchy'thrpnglip^t.^^ll^^'iiS: 
citings, :in iWf, doMbte^Ccnfes , »^ ja)^^ 

ofjj^tfwyering, 4Qd i^jni^anner oC,^^l»i^ 
i^ipecuU^^-:t<),rhig?iifel.f< , J^^S^im %i^r; 

ijte.P)(?{et^[.t}Q :Wh(H» tfee LB4RjTEI).,9,5jJTip, 
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aifo^n occafion for thii cxercife of his un- 
^commoti powers. The allegorical inter- 
pretation of the fixth book of the Mmeis 
has been much celebrated, and caiifed no 
fmairdifquifition amohgft the Literati. 
There ar^ not wanted - many^ who' hare 
thought it a great iniprov«nent on the 
plain and obvioAs fenle bf VirgJL I am 
hot ashamed to cbnfefs myfelf of the 
number. This extraordinary perform- 
a»ce becAme more the fubje<% of cui?io- 
Aty'itnd converfation lifter the * temperatt 
and ckajh prelfe beftowed upon it by the 
Iafe-J9ivj<yrtinj ThejUft '^fribiitef, thu4 
paid in the fpirit of truth and fificerity, 
byitiJat'^xcSelleni perfoh an^ aceonl J>liftied 
ffeholar 13 a learned friend^ though ^^re- 
eeived*fe5^'*ha1t friend hirafelf with thcttiks 
and^k{)^i'dfetit>n, was alfcerwards fo raSP* 
C»4^-^y^rtiifi^prfefetited by the •^ « balfe 
^MiiW^ii^rg^^n^-ptvyei^^ anoriy- 

<ribiis??^iftphletfeer,a« to beti(»ae tinfortu?^ 
fl'itcily a^'caufe of offence, •with fo fatal sUa 
6p€^i6nj as'to Inak^ an irreparable' fetfekefe- 
ih'tlietmidn, which bad long fabfiftet^wilii^ 
*^ • ^ reciprocal 
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teciprocal hon^r and advantage between 
thefe two emilient men/ When I Iky r^ 
ciprocal hohor aiid'a(!hrantag6,*^ havef not 
6vefl66ke5 the taunting ftieers of tlie ano- 
iiyttious panaphleteer. 'Whatever he, ot 
any other of Warburtoh's blattering ad-- 
ttiirers, may be pleafed to fay, it will^ I 
believe, he very dear to other pe&ple bhibh 
was the ' gainer hy this friendly intercourfe. 
Your friendy at leaft, who is now writing 
to you, can be under no doubt, having 
by him at this moment a ^ feries of let- 
ters from Dr, Warburton to Dr. Jortin, 
m which he is repeatedly expreffing his 
thanks fpr literary fervices received from 
I)r. Jortin, with many grateful acknow- 
ledgements of obligation. 

VYou win not be forry to quit this pain- 
iui and offenlive fubje6b,and to return with 
fne to, the more pleafing pages of the 
LEARNED CRITIC, The fculpturcd or- 
naments on the doors of the Ihrine, and 
the remoter decorations furrounding the 
temple, are explained by him, with little 
or no variation, fave what arifes from his 

F % ^fuperior 
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fuperior elegance of maoner, as C^troif 
and other Commentators . explain them; 
with the exception of one ikiking image, 
which finiihes the whole; and, feen in 
the new light, thrown over it by ..the 
LEARNED CRITIC, far furpaiTes. all the 
reft in grandem\ of conception a;nd deep- 
thought artifice of defign. 



Invidia in&lix Furia»amReRiqi]e (ievenim 
Cocyti mctuet, tortofqfte Ixionis angues, 
linmanemquc rotam, ct n'on exfuperatile laxuixi. 



Did you ever fafpe(9;?* that in the 
figure, which you fee here fo finely 
drawn, of exvy, you were beholding a 
' great performance executed by the han4 
of. FAME, engaged in/ one of her nioft ho- 
norable offices, that, of eternizing tjie 
Sv^dfksof an'illuftrious Poet. Didltever 
occujr to yQU(^ that under this liold ima- 
gery' Virgil was predi(3:rpg,'*^ in ihehighefi 
*' fublime of ancient poetry^ the immor- 
tality of his projedled poem. Not one 
ajSjongft " the numerous tribe of ancient 
' '/•' \''-^' ' ' ■ *-' Scholiafls, 
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Scholiafts, nor any other of the modem 
Commentators,fcarceIylelsnumerous,have 
'dropt the moft diftant intimation to this 
pnrpofe. F. Catrou is left far behind. 
When he contemplated this ideal edifice^ 
he certainly did, fome how or other, 
chance to difcover in it, what no other 
had difcovered before ; but, in the cm* 
blematical figm^es wrought round it, docs 
not appear to have feen more, than what, 
any common fpe6l:ator may be fuppofed 
to have obferved. In this laft particu- 
larly, he tells us, are reprefented the 
triumphis of Auguftus over his compc- 
titors* 



Invidia infelix < 



C'eft pour marquer que cct Emperevir aroiC furmontS 
l*£nvie de ces competiteurs ou des ennfmis Antoine^ 
LepiduS) Sexte Pompee, BrutuSj Caffius» &c. 



It was referved for the great Myfta* 
gogue, the learned critic alone, to 
pierce through the obfcurity, which hung 

F 3 over 
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Dv«- this myftetious part of the Poet's 
mechanifm, and to catch his more con^ 
cealed meaning; which he ei^pounds ia 
a manner furprifingly clear and fati$fau> 
tory. Such are the ftrokes, which * dif- 
tinguifti one man from another, and de- 
cidedly mark the character of a great 
Genius. You will think, perhaps, tlmt I 
engaged in a perilous enterprife, when I 
undertook to criticize the works of a 
writer, who has fo indifputable a claim 
.tQ that exalted character. I am fully 
aware of the danger;, which I encountered* 
Whatever may have been my ' fuccefs, it 
will be found, I hope, that I have con- 
duced myfelf " ^ with all that regard, 
" that is due from one fcholar to an- 
^* other,'' or rather with all that refped; 
and deference, which are due from all 
other fcholars to one of fuch acknow- 
ledged pre*eminence. 

Shall I confefs the real truth? lai^ually 
propofed to myfelf the applaAided cri- 
tique, which we have been confidering, ^s 

a model, 



a model, which I was ambitious of copy- 
ing. Whether I have caught any trait of 

this great matter's manner, it is now with 

* 

you. to determine. 

Adieu» 



«4 
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LETTER Vll. 



My dear P* 

ID Y the flight (ketch which I have reti-* 
tured to draw out, of Mr. Kurd's ad- 
mired critique on one of the nobleft fie* 
tions of Antiquity, I am inchned to think 
that you are already prepared to concurr 
with the reverend * Encomiaft in the 
judgment, which, with his accuftomed 
candor and liberaUty, he paffed upon it. 
If you fliould have any hefitation, there 
are other mafterly ftrokes of exquifite 
ikill and management interfperfed through 
different parts of the work, M^ell worthy 
your attention* 

The 
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The extraordinary delicacy, which tlic 
LEARNED CRITIC has fticwn Oil this oc- 
cafion, and the refpe<ft,' which, fo con- 
fiftently with his ufual pradkice, he has 
piaid to his readers, will not have efcaped 
your notice. ^ The " imagery," he fays, 
" in this place cannot be underftood 
** without refleding on the cuftomary 
^* form and difpofition of the Pagan 
" Temples,* &c. intimating that reflexion 
only was wanted, and fuppofing all *te 
recjuifite knowledge' to have been previ- 
oufly acquired. When Mr. Gray firft 
publifhed his two Pindaric Odes, " he 
^* was "" advifed ^ven by his friends to 
<* fubjoin fome few explanatory notes; 
^* but had too much refped; for the under- 
" ftanding of his readers to take that li- 
" berty." It was afterwards found that 
Mr. Gray had much over-rated the un- 
derftanding of his readers, and the ex- 
planatory notes were added. In t^ie fame 
manner, I believe, you will think with 
me, that not a few of the learned cri- 
tic's readers will be under obligation to 

him 
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bihi Tor the infornration, which he has 
hud tliB farefight and the goodoefii fo h^ 
herally tq impart^ 

It has been abferved^tlmt no one is quar^ 
Med to undertake ihe arduous talk of crl* 
ticiiing any hterary work, \tho does not in 
ibme meafure participate of the fame fire 
and genius, as animated the author. Every 
competent and unprejudiced judge wiU 
at once acknowledge with what juftice 
thto LEiAENED CRITIC afibrts his claim to 
the high office, which he aflumes. tie 
di£boveiB throughout, by various fymp- 
toms> how fenfibly he fympathifes with 
the Poet in all his feelings: he pierces 
with his inteHedlual eye into the inner- 
moft rcoeffeH of rii6 Poet's mind ; he con- 
ceives, as it were by the fame infpiration, 
all the brilliant thoughts, the fublime 
ideas, and rapturous vifions, which the 
Mufe ever preieniBd^ even in ^r &mdeft 
moments, to her favorite votary. He 
comprehends his whole plan, which lie 
traces through the. fucc^flivedlage» of ita 
progre&^ from i its £i*fi; conception to its 

' final 



final peife«aipa: not only catches tha 
tK)lder feature? of the Pif^et's defign, but 
13 alfo intimactely acquainted with aii the 
nicer touches of his art and rmaiiage^ 
ment. 

Thip pprfc<a underftanding, which the 
iiEARjrfEB CEiTic everj where difcoyens 
of the Poet's wonderful art and manage^ 
ment, is the more worthy of remark, and 
reflects the greater luftre on hischara^er,as 
?* »o* beijig ^ apprehended hy other Criiksi' 
who by their ignorance of an excellency 
fo peculiarly belonging to Virgil^ wer» 
betrayed, " even the heji of them^' it feems, 
into a very erroneous eilimate of hi$ 
tranfcendeat merits. 

It would take up mOTe of your ;ttme^ 
than I have the affurance to afk, wej?e I 
to analyfe every part of this elaborate 
^rfprmancft ; and to fay all which occurs 
to me on its fev^ral excellencies and beau*^ 
ties. Nor will itbe uecefiary. YonviU 
ijp able to fee, a;nd to judge of them 
much better by your own perufal-Vi^At 
the fame time, when yoxi cmifider Ihc 

refpe6table 
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refpe<?lable char»d:er of the writei*, you 
wiH not wonder, if I have been rather 
mitiute in my obfervations. Whatever 
falls from fuch high authority cannot bnt 
make a very deej) impreffion, and de- 
mands the mc^ ferious attention. I have 
alfo been the more ftudions of fetting forth 
in its true colors and juft proportions 
this perfed, model of the imitative ftjle 
for the benefit of fucceding adventurers 
in this hazardous mode of cbmpofition ; 
frhichfeems' hitherto to have been fo little 
ainderjiood^ * 

' In doing this I beg you to obferve, that 
1 am co-operating, in his general defign, 
with the LEARNED critic; who de- 
dares liiat • ** one of the chief reafons, 
^' which induced him to difclofe thus 
^ much of one of the nobleft fid;ions of 
^> Antiquity was, that the propriety oi 
^* allegorioal compofition^ which made 
>* tlie^ diftinguilhxog ornament of anQ]bnt 
^f poetry, feem'd fo. Utile, knomn olr fo liti- 
^fiiile'^attendedildjhy the modem profit- 
«^fo»^ol' this fine art^'f ' / • . 

In 
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^, Ju'poiifonnity to |ljej,fem«.40fig»: 1 ^ftP.^ 
iw)t forbear to adU a remarkiQr two mpre; 
il feem&^ a^.lias beepf,l?efore iptinwjt^ 
tl^egieat art of the Imitator, ,ffl to- oon-i 
dni^<6t lusilaait^tion; a,s t<;>*p\ake; what:.b© 
espies; appear his own; in which the WQfH 
derftil addrefs.pf the tflAK^iefhiclHTPJiciii 
gfly coirfpi^ous^ '- 3B^i4Wjitl»fi;l^b'ar*d 
fiOn.ftru<aiOft of the whj^l%,pieee,i wriwigh* 
up, as ypu .<€^» tp th^ y^y acmp o^per^ 
£p>^on,_thereiaTe »«»y:%^ Un^i tkeo^ 
^ ^re.afld the^e, ^rej^^ly m 6t;.k«oeJ 
ftnd: by accidenel,, whjshinie^ri^lif) JeBfl 
|he reader to adpjir^. tl^ %Ut4i«WSiUOoottH 
jQOB {powers of f^y^efitiiol* ^ad oH^tidd 
tanking, ratha) than .to:tfu^(^,]hij»/srf 
f* jbak,ing,^y thipg t^ i4infel]5 Uifcit ;iiOf 
1' k)nged,to'ai^thief." ,, ', . . u^j it .imyjd 
>r;3y tlie .^ine>in^k€6|:' meaias ^ ^xfefui 
ig^iniatiQii, t^ftd, bjr •di^:^«%d^i«lflfi«&5i 
jipp^rentlyn ca:ft|al*.,is: igya^sftlJyi.bsou^ 
into, notic^i ih^i ^igoifie^ .;'f«»p^rioratyt 
W^Qh::theraus4^]!f^.D Aft^f^J<5t'ibr»l#lfffpt 
ports. oyer, fijf! f5q9unon4^4 !<>>€ frdimf^ 



books J tvO^d-'catchetSj tvholhe'kiponfyUahlet^ 
&G. &c.' This nice art, by Which thd 
adept' ia^dhtjs (JiikHfiedi iii!Klef cover, to, 
cteVfetfe his own rtiferitsi feeiiw to be a^ 
tnbrigft the vfit&nc ' doS fines ' cff the' War-* 
huttbhi&xi 8chb6), : r^di/^siieh''- ^(faf to m 
initiated into tlie higher frfyiiferi^s. 

F.C^t!«MiiiWisWOtoftliefiti<«befi If 6 
explained one'of'tfeiB riotfldft ftltegolries to 
ancient 'poetfj^-wfth gr^atliiiiplictty; niA 
appearing to be'ieiifil^ itiHt his expjfca^ 
HonhsiA in itajiythJng eitiiabi^cBnafyv bi 
fliei^ed any uiicomnitfn fe^ityj Stt iktU 
attentive 'ifi«* h# to tb&t wkfelyVindicatiori 
biiv^am€i«ff Tthich iheh bf lefttere .o«gl«l 
'te\i» to k)fe' '- fight' e^,j' ffe&t,- though He 
^fth^^^ ^ fortrially' to' notice in *fi 
beautiful paffage ol^ VWgil-^e=vfefliges^of 
fc/iAobW alfe^y> aad-m^ifeoiefed, eon- 
joifetny ][>€!foi)e Btay othei-, Uhfe JEnei» ptG*- 
fibred uftciei* the image *jf 6? ritegnificitsM 
tetnfi^y >(»hicl» the Poel'^cllti'ed hi^in* 
tentiojii^f^ ef^l^ing ; yet' hb -^Ve ^ dil* 
toveiy to thr^^blici <iVe^ fti^iti priiife <>f 
bcwejty, without 'claiflaing to liimfelf ^any 
5 peculiar 



that; of ex;pkmiiig hiii^ jMthor, to. hag nij 

vrlmn iirterWttt^en; with hi» remarks 6n thd 

Poet, as we have feen a more ikilfui 

writer 4o ^With fo mttch art and effiid^ a 

J fitte^#r6ugbt pafiegyric 60 hk bwrt per^ 

fbnAaiicew . The pioddiag note- writer had 

I lib kisowledge- of thofe iMned lartifl^es, 

J fb muck in pra<fti€e»mlMigft«tfee Initi^edi 

^ by whifili thefy c6fleri*?6d to tlAx^w all 

^ ihofe, not withiti the f fcle .of their owri 

b&mmamt^f to ^'a* ^ikrtote dlftahri^j-^bfeirf 

below that proud eminene^ Wfe^lt -t^ey 

themfelvesj for fo long a period, fo ho- 

jj norably, and with fuch commanding 

ji authority maintained. He, poor fimple 

|j man I never fo much as once hinted at 

the >dullnefs, the ftupidity, the igno- 

ranrce of other Commentators, which the 

LBAEN1RD CRITIC finds fo filtquent oc- 

^ cafion to deplore. 

^jj^ When you confider the great delicacy 
I of this nice art, and its utility to a writer, 
- i emulous as all writers are, or fliould be. 

It" 

of £inie and diftijadlion, you will not, I 

hope, 
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hopC) think that I have fpent too manj 
words in pointing out and unfolding the 
mailerly ufe, which the l£4»n«p cbxtic 
h?is made of it; 

. I had tliQugbts gf giving a body of 
Canons, drawn out in foFra, for the benefit 
of young ftudqnts in this elfigapt branch 
of literature, aofl of illuftratilig them by 
exMnples, feledie4 fron^ thei writings of 
the i.;BABN£i> Gftixjc,. Biit having al* 
rieady/fp.jong Magageid your .attention, I 
fu^e6t that you. y('^ ni>t be forry. to hail 
th?.^ccu:ftom!wli ...: : . 



mII 



.. :.) < ; .; i. ill -r^/on . i 






I^ITEKA^BT BXSEHBLAKCE. SX 



LETTER VIIL 



My dear p. 

T THOUGHT that I had taken leave, in 
due form, of the learned critic 
and the French Annotator; but our 
friend S. who is, you know, one of the 
moft zealous amongft the numerous ad-* 
mirers of tlie former, on perufing what I 
had written, (which he has the courtefy 
to fay he always wiflies to do), declares, 
that I have been guilty of great injuftice 
towards his favorite author, in fuppofing, 
as I certainly have done, that be had 

G feea 
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feen the annotations of F. Catrou, when 
he wrote his admired critique. This 
our friend takes upon him abfolutely 
to deny, in the moft peremptory terms, 
on proof, as he alleges, incontroverti- 
ble. 

The LEARNED CRITIC had fuch a rich 
vein of original thought, and poffeffed 
within himfelf fuch inexhauftible ftores^ as 
never to be under the neceflity, or even 
temptation, of wandering, in fearch of mat- 
ter, beyond the confines pf his own nand. 
If, in the courfe of his extenfive reading, 
he might now and then catch a fentiment 
' or reflexion, falling in perchance with 
the fubjecl on which he* was at any time 
treating, it is impoi&ble, our friend fays, 
that one of his ' known candor, and in- 
genuous opennefs of temper — his * deli- 
cacy of honor, in not affuming to himfelf, 
or depreffing the merits of others. — ^^a 
point, in which, after the ^example fet 
forth fo confpicuoufly, by his revered 
Friend and Patron, he was always parti- 
; cularly 
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Gularly. nice — of Ms high fenfe of literary 
dignity, which he never failed, on a proper, 
occafion, to affert, with equal ability as 
zeal-^-it is imppffihJ^ that, with this tem- 
per, and thefe feeUngs„heflipuld fupprefs: 
the ii»uieoXan author, to whom, if he 
really iiaxl feen his wprks, it cannot be. 
denied, that lie was under more than 
common obligittipn. 

: Nqw it is nc^toripus that tlip learned 
citiTic no vhere acknowledges any fuch 
^WigatipBb, .whiqh^ in the cafe fuppofed, 
our friend fays.pofitively, he would cer- 
tainly ha^^e n)^e ^ point of doing, not 
without ^ding, in.his elegant manner;^ 
fome: expreffion of conipliment and re*. 
fpe6l for an author, whofe thoughts were 
fi) -congenial with his pwn. So far from 
snaking any conceffion- to this efFed;, he 
very plainly infinuates, you will obferve, 
by frequent intimations, .the purport of 
^bich cannot be mifunderftood, that the 
whole 4o<^in^ of the allegory, as wtell 

Q % a& 
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as the development of ^ the Poet's won* 
deiful art and man^ement, was entirely 
mrtr; what no other «itic had ever 
thought of before ; or, as he generally 
repreients thofe, who fHreceded him ia 
the fame track, had the difcwnment to 
apprehend, the judgment to approve, or 
the taile tb feel and to admire. 

AVhat adds great weight to this opn 
liion, it appears beyond afl queftion. that 
tfce ^ great man, who fo warmly applauded 
this extraordinary pe^orman^ <m its firib 
appearaiM^e, iiad not the mcl^ difiaat 
notion, that there had evei heea any 
former critic or commeifitator, Who could 
difpute the honor with his refpe^ie^ 
friend. 

I do not feem at prefeot to have any 
thing in my mind which niay be urged^ 
as fatisfatftory, in reply to thc^ argu- 
ments ; nor do I much regret the want, 
I am more difpofed to eon^cur with our 
jn^eoious friend in his liberal fentiraeots^ 

thaft 
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than to controvert what he fo ably and : 
zealoufly maintains. 

I am alfo the more inclined to this 
Jjiarty, when I confidfer the paflage, on 
which this applauded critique was writ-* • 
ten. I feel no hefitation in allowing to 
the LEARNED c^RiTic the whole merit, of 
explaining, as we have fe^^ thefe intro-* 
ftu^lory lines to the third Georgic, without 
any affiftence from F. Catrou, or other 
commentators. Indeed it has long been 
rather a matter of furprife with me, that 
a meaning fo obvious, as this now ap-* 
pears, fhould have lain fo long concealed; 
and that the difcovery, firft made by Ca-» 
trou, and afterwards by the learned 
CRITIC, had not been made many centu^ 
ries before either the one or the other 
was bom. 

It is evident that Virgil did not mean 
to ered; a real temple of marble j or acv 
tually to make fuch a foleian proceffion, 
as he defcribes ; or to offer fuch coftly fa- 
crifices, as he fpeaks of, to his new Di-" 
vinity. It is equally evident that he did 

6 3 meaA 
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mean fomething. . Hovn it is a very na^ 
tural queftion for every fcholar to afk, . 
what (his covert meaning might be. Tke 
Poet feems himfelf to have pointed ^ 
out in terms fufficientljr dear and iniel^ 
ligible. After having difclaimed tke 
trite and hacknied themes of the Grecian 
Poets, he profeiiea that he alfo mufl make 
an attempt to raife himfelf into reputa^ 
tion and celebrity by fome work, which, 
in fubHmity of conception, magnificence 
of defign, and above all by the exalted 
dignity of the fubjecft, fhould for furpais 
them all, and give him a decided fope** 
riority and trinmph over thofe haughty 
predeGeiTors, 



■ tantanda via eft, qua me quoque poffim 

Tollcrc humo, vicTORque virfim volitare per ora. 

It is plain that this work, however Iti- 
perior in degree, muft be of the fami^ 
kind with thofe before alluded tow (Md 
' Servius^ notwithftftuding the fcof& and 
fneers illiberally call upon hiim by foni^ 
writers, who condefeend nevertljefefev 
.1 without 



witJiout fenipley to avail tlieittfelres of his 
learning and ingenuity, wanted, as a cri* 
tkv neither feigadty nor ability. What 
he obfenres on the words before us is vfiiy 
jiiidicioiis; and fiarniihes a clue, which 
.Jeadfe to the full difcovery of tibfe Poet**]! ^ 
defiga> 

(]u4 flvr quoque pofGin 



ToUere humo.< 

Stcut sdiifefufiulermt carminis merif(}. 

Under any other fuppofition, the recog-» 
liition of thefe fables in this place would 
have bceii impertinent, and have anfwered 
lio purpofe whatfoever- You will readily 
agree with me that to write thus without 
meaning is not quite in VirgiFs manner^ 
The work, therefore, which he; meditated, 
could be no other than a projected poem. 
This appears to have been the great 
plan of the jEneis; which he prefigures, as 
he proceeds, under the idea of a temple, 
with all its fplendid decorations, as has 
been defcribed at large in the elaborate 
G 4 commentary 
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commeDtary, which you have been read* 
ing. » 

With what aptitude and propriety this 
divine work was reprefented, throughout 
lill its parts^ under the imagery, thus hap- 
pily fancied, and Ikilfully condu6ied by 
the Poet, the two writers, with whom we 
have been fo long engaged, have, each in 
his own way, very clearly and fatisfai^orily 
made out, the one by his learned and la- 
borious notes, the other in his elegant 
imd finely-written eflay. After what has 
palled, does it not appear rather unac- 
countable that a meaning, fliaded only by 
a veil of fo tranfparent a texture, fhould 
fo long have efcaped the notice, even of 
the moft ordinary reader. 

I rely with confidence on your candor, 
that you will not fuppofe, when I confider 
this explication of Virgil, given by Catrou 
ahd the lj^arned critic, as no very 
marvellous difcovery, as an atcliievement 
of no fuch extraordinary difficulty, that 
I mean to depreciate their refpecftive me- 
rits- Ihe apparent eafe which often- 
times 
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times accompanies a work of genius, and 
feems not rarely to mark the chara6ler 
of a new difcovery, fo foon as it is made, 
fo far from diminifhing the value of either, 
is in fa6t their greateft recommendation ; 
confirming in the moil fatisfad;ory man« 
ner the excellency of the one, and the 
certainty of the other, and raifing in pro- 
portion the reputation of the author, 

— ut fibi quivis 
8peret idem ; fudet multum frufbraque laboret 
Aufas idem.* ■ 

Hon Art. Poet,- V. 340. 

I Adieu. 
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LETTER IX. 



My DEA& P- 

QN looking back over tbeie papers^ bs 
they are now arranged in a connedied 
feries, it has occurred to me that there 
would be a propriety in adjoining the 
paiiage from Pope's tranflation of Homer, 
alluded to in the firft letter. It is there-' 
fore here given, accompanied with the re- 
marks, as it ftands in the European Ma- 
gazine, December 1799- 

The paflage is in the laft book of the 
Iliad, where Iris is reprefented as plung-^ 
ing from the fky into the fea. 

EpOo^ [jLe$X»vt mvr^i img'ovux'l^^ ^^ X^iivni. 

Yoli 
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. You Ifeall have the trairflation firft' 
from Pope's old friend; which, thotrgh,: 
perhaps, not ornamented with much ele*" 
gance, or dignified with any great fubli- 
mity of expreffion, ii^, however, agreeably 
to the firft principle of tranflatio», laid 
down ia the ingenious * Effay, to which 
we have often referred, *^" a more com- 
plete tranfeript of the ideas of the- ori- 
ginal work* 

Iris* ttiis (aid, fwifk down the mef^ge bbre, 

And betwixt Samos and rough Imbrus fhore, 

Leaps in the main, divided wares refound. Ogilbt* 

Do you wilh to fee it fet off with more 
embellifhment of langnage ? Cowper haar 
fucceeded very happily in his verfion> 
preferving, with correfpondent di<9:ion, 
the true fenfe and fpiuit of his author : 






* ■ - ** Then Iris, tempeft-wing*d, arofe, 
" Samos between and Imbnis rock begirt, 

* She plung'd into the f^o^my flood."— 

fiere, as in Homer, the defcent cf Iri» is# 

inftantaneous. Nothing perceptible in\ 

' ' terveries 
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tcrvpnes between her firft rifing up at the 
command of Jupiter^ and plunging into 
the fea. 

Has not the great mafter been ftudioua 
to mark this precipitation in the text hf 
the ftru6ture of his verfe? I am aware 
that I am now treading on tender grounds . 
The fimilitude, repeatedly afferted, be- 
tween fenfe and found, the cadence of a 
verfe, and the fentiment or image con-- 
Teyed by the words, is no doubt often 
fanciful. Yet, fome how or other, I feetn 
to feel a fort of fubitaneous efFedfc ex- 
preffed in this disjointed hemiftich : 

Inftead of which, fuppofe it to be written 

or thus, 

£i^0^6 py 'ffo'Kitf nrcvrtf. 
vould the effed then be equally ftriking ? 

Whether 
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Whether yoti feel with me this impute* 
refemblance' or not, you wiU have acr 
fcruple in allowing that the images con- 
veyed by the language o^ Homer are of 
jin afped far different from the fmooth, 
eafyi- gradual proceffion, defcribed in one 
of the couplets, wiiich appears with fttch 
4azzling brilliancy in Pope's trariflation, 

*^ He added not, and Iris, from the (kiesr . 

f' Swift as a whirlwind, on the meflage flies ; 
*« -Meteorous the face of Ocean fmeeps^ 
*< Refulgent gliding o'er the fable deeps: 
' ** Between where Samos wide his forefts fpreads, 
. . «« And rocky Imbnis lifts its pdint^ keads, 
: V Dowm yluai'd the m«d : the parted waves frfoiwdfV 

So far from gliding over the furface of 
the ocean, the Goddefs, you fee, is re- 
prefented as plunging in at once, with 
fuch violence that the waters are faid to 
have refounded on her immerfion, at a 
particular fpot, marked out with fcrupu- 
lous exadnefs, to which the whole of the 
^<5tion is confined, 

What makes this interpolation the more 
extraordmary, you will obfcrve the fenfe 
• ' Qf 
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of Homer is rendered full and complete, 
Tfithout any fuch foreign aid: 
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.».-«—«.«< IriSf from the (kies, 
^^ Swift as a whirlwind, on the meflage flies, 
'«* Between where Samos wide his forefts fpreads, 
«* And rocky Imbrus lifts its pointed beads, 
«* Down plung'd the maid.'* 

Does not this plunging down with ^o 
eafy and gliding a motion, remind you of 
another rather whimfical defcription? 
where Hecftor * runs away with the dial-, 
lenge from his brother immediatdxf^ with 
fteps — majefticalltfjlonp. 

Where then did Pope pick up thefe 
extraneous ornaments? purpureos pan-f 
nos ? as little afforting with his own ex- 
preffions, as with the Greek text. The 
truth is, he was feduced by the fafci- 
nating charms of our own immortal poet; 
and borrowed both the imagery and the 
cxpreffipn from th^t fine pafla^e in the 
3 P.L, 
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P* K where Milton defcribes the defcent 
of the angelic train : 

— — ** And from the other hill 
*« To their firft ftatjon, all in bright array, 
» ** The Chtrubim defcended> on the ground 
** Giiding meteorous, as evening mift, 
•* Rifen from a river, o'er the marifti ^//V<p/, 
^* And gathers ground fall on the laborers heel 
«• Homeward returning.** B. xii. 626* 

Here we difcover whence Pope caught 
his idea of meteorous^ his refulgence and 
gKding motion ; which appear with fo 
much beauty, as arranged by the hand of 
a mafter ; though fufficiently awkward; it 
;nuft be confeffed, and incongruous, as 
united by the copyift in a fubje6l, to which 
they bear no proper relation. . 
. You will by no means wonder that 
Pope fliould have been fo much delighted 
with thefe charming lines of Milton. His 
zealous admirers have, I think, to regret 
that he did not exert more of his won- 
derful judgment in choofmg a pr6per 
plade, in which to infert thefe adven- 
titious beauties. Do you not recolledi 

any 
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any paflage ? where tliey might ha^e beea 
attached to the text of Homer, with lefs 
violence to his meaning, and form of com- 
pofition. What think jou of that in the 
firft book? where Thetis is reprefented 
as rifing from the fea, vjt OMIXAH. 

OMIXAH. 11. i. 359. 

And like a mift (he rofe above the tide. 

From the idea here ftarted, we (hould 
have been lefs furprifed to find Pope in- 
dulging himfelf in thefe amufing excur- 
fions ; and wandering a little out of his 
way, to catch at objects, hanging fo al- 
luringly in his view. The imagery of 
Milton would in this place have har- 
monized with that of Homer ; and been 
cqnfidered probably as an additional 
beauty. 

" And like a mifts fhe rifes 'bove the tide, 
** Afeteor§us the face of ocean fweepsj 
'* RefulgMt gliding o'er the fable deeps.*' 

You 
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You will be pleafed, I know, with this 
admirable couplet^ feen^ thus connected, 
to far greater advantage, than where 
Pope, with no very wonderful judgment 
furely, placed it- May I not claim fome 
merit with you for having removed it to 
a fituation, fo much better fuited for its 
reception f I leave this to your confide- 
ratiop^ 

Adieu. 
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LETTER X. 



My dear p. 

T MUST beg leave to break in upon your 
' leifure once more, with a paper, printed 
in the Gentleman's Magazine, July 1793, 
which you will think, perhaps, not fo im- 
mediately conneded with the preceding; 
bearing however fo much relation to the 
fubjeft therein difcuffed, efpecially in the 
concluding paragraph, which carries with 
it an apparent imitation of the learned 
CRITIC from an old fchohaft, that it will 
»ot, I truft, be deemed an impertinent 
intrufion, if it have a place in the prefent 
volume, 

— — ** Sume fuperbiam 
Q^aefitam meritis." 

It is univerfally confidered, fays an an- 
cient * Mdralift, as illiberal and ofienfive, 

for 
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for a man to fpeak of his own abilities 
and importance befoi*e others. Whatever 
powers or excellence he may be con- 
fcious that he poffeffes, he lofes the whole 
grace of them, when he becomes his own 
panegyrift ; at leaft if he Hands forth on 
this dangerous ground without fome artful 
difguife. This elegant fentiment is ex- 
prefled in a differtation profeffedly writtea 
on the fubjedl of felf-praife ; wherein the 
author has given rules for the regulation of 
this nice and delicate art ; and has quoted 
many examples of great men, who Tiave, 
on particular occafions, prad:ifed it with- 
out offence. But it is only in very pecu- 
liar circumftances, and under many tc- 
ftridilions, that this feducirig gratification 
can be fafely indulged. It is jioted there- 
fore as a very difgufting practice in Euri- 
pides, that he fo frequently interweaves 
in the a6lion of the drama the mention of 
himfelf, when irrelative to the fubje6t. 

But the poets, from their birth, feem, 
by the general courtefy of mankind, to be 
exempted from common rules ; and are 

H 2 ' allowed 
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allowed to ftart occafionally from the 
dull path of decorum, which the greater 
part of mankind are contented, and hold 
it prudent, to keep. Thus the divine 
Pindar, who is acknowledged to be the 
firft of this privileged order, though he 
declare * vain backing to be nearly in unifon 
with madnefs^ is yet very frequent in mag- 
nifying his own powers, and fpeaking con- 
temptuoufly of his rivals : whom he con- 
fiders merely as crows or chattering dawSy 
while he compares himfelf to the foaring 
tagte : 

nuFyXiacrsrtay KOPAKES ^V> 

AlOr TF^og OPNieA Quov. OL ii. 1 54. 

He only, in whofe ample brcaft 
Nature hath true inherent genius poured, 

The praife of wifdom may conteft : 
Not they, who, with loquacious learning ftor'd. 
Like crews and chattering/^/, with clamourous cries 
Purfue the HrJ ^Jeve, that fails along the ikies. Wkst. 

So 
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So again : 

E^ S' AIE- 
TOE coKvg Bv ^ 'a-elccvotg^ 
O^ B)\,oc&Bv ai^oe, nj- 
Xode [jt^ejafAcciQiiBvog 
Au(poivocv ay^oof tsro^ivi^ 
K^ocyejou Sb KO- 
AOIOI TwrrBiVM vEfjiovJui. N. iii. 138# 

Swift 'mongft the feathcr'd race the eagk flics. 
And, dartijig through the vaft profound. 

Sagacious of his quarry, wings his way ; 

And gripes with fudden grafp the diftant pisey ; 

While crows of humbler flight, and chattering p^s. 
Pick their vile food along the ground. 

So alfo again : 

vjoi Tiq ; B'x/a yovocjcov BXoUppuv o^fiuv* 

Kou TSTB^ocv 'srovjoio wocXKov^ 

T AIETOL N. V. 36. 

Hence cut me wide a trench: with vigor light, 

My aiftive limbs the cbafm o'erieap* 

Beyond the confines of the deep 
The towering eagks w4ng their rapid flight. 

H 3 It 
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It is therefore with peculiar propriety 
that our own great Lyric Bard calls Pin- 
dar, in harmony with his own ideas thus 
in triumphant exultation repeatedly ex- 
prefled, the Theban eagle ; which is more. 
characSeriftic than the fwan of Horace : 
though * Pope appears to have preferred 
the Jatter, and has emblematically yoked 
four to the car in which Pindar is feated; 
alluding^ the incomparable editor of his 
works tells us, ^' to the chariot races, he 
" celebrated in the Grecian games/' 

Of Horace it may be obferved, that, 
amongft his other imitations of Pindar, 
he has not fpared to follow his example in 
this hazardous pradlice. In immediate 
comparifon with his great original he 
fpeaks indeed of himfelf with equal mo- 
defty as elegance : 

4 

Multa Dircarum levat aura cygnum, 
Tcndit, Antoni, quotics in altos 
Nubium tra6lus. Ego, apis Matinae 
More, modoque, 
, Grata carpentis thyma, per laborem 
Flurimum, circa neinus« uvidique 
Tiburis ripas, operofa parvus 

Carmina fipgo. Carm. L. iii. O. d« 
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Which Mr. Gray, in the paffage alluded 
to above, has beautifully imitated ; or ra?- 
ther (as was his way whenever he imitated) 
far furpaffed. About to fpeak of himfeif, 
he addrefles his Lyre in this animated 
apoftrophe : 

O ! Lyre divine, what daring fpirit 
Wakes thee now ? though he inherit 
N6r the pride, nor ample pinion, 
That the Theban eagle bear. 
Sailing with fupreme dominion 
Through the azure deep of air; 
Yet— 

Here he quits his original ; thinking, per- 
haps, the image qf a Httlp infecS):, con- 
trafted with the foaring eagle, as too tri- 
fling, and inponfonant to this, the fub- 
liraeft, order of Poetry, 

But, nptwithftanding the apparent mo- 
defly of Horace in the prefence of his 
mailer, at other times we find him much 
lefs referved. The laft ode of t)ie fecond, 
and the laft of the third book, are profef** 
fedly dedicated to his own praifes. In 
the one he appears fqaring with the fame 
daring flight, as he defcribes Pindar hini-- 

n 4 felf. 
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felf, under the fame poetical inetamo?« 
phofe : 

Non uiitata, ne* tenui ferar 
Penni biformis per liquidum sethem 
Vates ; ncquc in tcrris morabor 

LoDgius— — Carm. ii. O. xx* 

In the other he exultingly predicts his o\vb 
immortality, and the eternity of his works: 

Exegi monumentum aere perenniu$« &c* 

Ovid concludes his great work with the 
fame aifured anticipation of future cele^ 
brity: 

Jamquc opus cxegi, quod nee Jovis ira, ncc ignis. 
Nee poterit ferrum, nee cdax abolere vetufhs, &c. 

And in feveral other places we obferve 
him dwelling with fond complacency on 
the importance of his poetical character. 

Thus it appears that the pra<9;ice of ce- 
lebrating their own praifes is very general 
amongft the votaries of the Mufes* But 
thefe efFufions of felf-approbation, though 
very open and undifguifed, are yet tem- 
perate and chaftifed, when compared to 
the extravagant prefumption of the earlier 
Roman writers. 

In 
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In the entertaining Mifcellany of A, 
Gellius are preferved three curious epir 
taphs upon three ancient dramatifls, fup-r 
pofed to have been written, each feve- 
rally, b^ the (Jramatifts themfelves : 

Epigraniina Nsevii, 
planum fuperbiae Campanai. 
Mortales immortales |lere (i faret tas^ 
f lerent Divao Camopnae Natrium ppfetam* 
Jtaque poflquam eil orcino traditus thefauro^ 
Obliteiiunt RpmaB loquier l^tina lingu^. 

Plami. 
Poftqoam morte datu' 'ft Plautos, Comaedia luget» 
Scena eft dcferta, dein Rifus, Ludu' Jocufquc, 
Et numcri iqnumoi fimul omnes conlachryipanint,. 
Pacuvii, 
yerectindiflimum fc puriffimum. 
Adolefcensy tamenetfi properas, hoc te faxam rogat 
Utei ad ft afpicias; deinde, quod fcriplu* 'ft, Icgas. 
Hie font poctae, Marcei Pac\ivid fita 
Ofla. Ifop yotebam nefcius ne dfes : vale . 

L. I. Cap. xxiy« 

The amiable modefty of the laft aprt 
pears to great advantage, when contraftecj 
with the inflated arrogance of the tw0 
preceding. Nor are there wanted in- 
ffances anjongft other po^ts, where the 
well-earned pride of Horace is afliuned 
with tbe gre^eft delicjtcy, wtd mpft art, 

ful 
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f\il management- Amongft thefe the firft, 
^hich claims our attention, is from the 
great father of poetry himfelf. The fourth 
"book of the Iliad concludes with the fol- 
lowing lines : 

ivBa ruv ovkbJi b^ov ecvfi^ ovoa-aijo fie}ex6eav, 

Anftvoi xccjet fuo'trwy ayot It I TlaXXoLq Adfpniy 
Xif^oq iXiftTf ecvjcto (itXtuv Kctje^uxoi t^iofiv. 
IIoXXoi yoL^ T^uiy j^ A%aMaiy YifL<£lt x£iva 

Had fome brave cbkf this martial fcene bcbelc^ 

By Pailas guarded through the dreadful field ; 

Might darts be bid to turn their points away, 

And fwords around him innocently play : 

The waf's wholp art with wonder he had fcerr. 

And counted heroes, where he counted men* 

So fought each hofl, with thirft of glory fir^d, 

y^d crouds on crouds triumphantly expir'd. Pope. 

If any one unacquainted with the Gree|c 
language ftiould happen to read this paft 
fage, as it appears in the tranflation, he 
may, perhaps, be at a lofs to difcover how 
in any degree it appUes to the piirpole, 
for which it is here adduced. The lead- 
ing ideay contained in- the words b^wOSO^ 

SA£^^ 
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TAIGAI, M ith which we are immediately 
concfemed, and which, indeed, is the prin- 
cipal idea intended to be impreffed, is fo 
faintly transfufed, or rather fo much ob- 
fcured by the intr6dud;ion of quaint con- 
ceits and prettineffes, that the fentence, as 
it now ftands, will fcarcely fupport the 
obfervations, which are meant to be built 
upon it. 

Nor is this, though at prefent the mofl 
material, the only defe6t in the rendering 
of thefe beautiful lines. It cannot have 
efcaped even the moft carelefs pbferver 
how much the pathos of the two conclude, 
ing verfes, where the contending parties 
are in Homer diftinguifhed by their re- 
fpe6live countries, 

TloXXoi yot^ TPXIXIN xou AXAIflN, 

is weakened and done away by the general 
expseffion in Vo^e^ fo fought each hoji. 

In Homer nothing is cafual, nothing 
idle or irrelative, nil molitur inepte. Every 
expreffion is pregnant with meaning. Thus 
under the few words, 

Up^ AAAHAOISI TETANTO, 

is 
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is conveyed a pathetic moral fentiment, 
which ftrikes home to every man's bofom. 
Death levels all diftindions. In the grave, 
Jiigh and low, rich and poor, friend ^nd 
foe, reft promifcuoufly together. 

Their tears, their little paffions o'er. 

Their baman triumphs now no more, Gkay. 

Homer himfelf feems to have been fond 
jof this idea; fo th^t we have it a very 
few lin^s preceding. At the clofe of the 
battle, two diftinguifhed combatants, a 
moment before fo furious and vehement* 
}y adverfe to each other, are reprefented 
at laft in the fame fituation, 

Every reader of lafte and feeling will, 
no doubt, be furprifed, and equally re- 
gret, that this afFe<9;ing fentiment in Popes 
JlomeVj as it is ufually with great pro- 
priety called, is no where to be found. 
On the whole, therefore, it may not be 
thought fuperfluous, nor, it is hoped, pre- 
fumptuous, if ?t new veriion be attempted; 
^ which. 
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wbich, however deficieait in other re^ 
fpeds, may at leaft be more faithful to 
the original, and more accordant to the 
prefent occafion. 

Had hither come fomc chief, from wound or fear 
. Of the keen fwordfecure, and flying fpear; 
By Pallas led, in fafety to furvcy 
The glorious aftion of this well-fought day ; 
With eye approving he had gax'd around, 
Nor ought to blame^ nor ought defeSihfCt found. 
For, fide by (ide, (h-etch'd on the daily plain 
With many a Greek lay many a Trojan dain. 

In thefe lines then, as they are thus 
recalled to the original meaning of their 
author, is, it is fufpe^ted, obliquely jin- 
finuated by the Poet an eulogy on his 
own mafterly execution in the preceding 
defcription. The Commentary of Eu- 
ftathius evidently leads to this artfully- 
concealed meaning; though I do not 
recoiled:, that it has l3een intimated by 
any other commentator* Confeious, fay^ 
the learned prelate, of his own power, 
and knowing (agreeably to the fentiment 
of the Roman Hiftorian, ^ qui fecere^ 
4" qui aliorum fa&af crip/ere multi laudan-^ 

tier J 



tur,) that it is not lefe glorious, nor re- 
quiring lefs of ability and exertion to 
defcribe great a<9;ions, than to perfomt 
them, tlie Poet concludes this book with 
the hues quoted above. 

iig HK €^i KocWiov^ k^ [jLiyaXo^^'7rB<fJB^oVf j^ ewcc^ 
yccviioje^ov avgjpfat [Aaxvv, rj ^(piri^Bifvxi, Xeyes, 

X. T. X. 

The fpedlator thus led by Pallas is the 
hearer (or reader) of the poem; who, 
without fliaring in the perils of the bat- 
tle, mentally enjoys the glorious fpec- 
tacle in the defcription which he is read- 
ing : and, as he paffes leifurely through 
the lines (i. e. proceeds in the penifal) 
difcovers nothing of Homers ON02A2GAI, 
to find fault with, or to defpife. 

Toi^og av tifi ^so^ijf o r» wonSJig utcpoccliijg. 
*Og if r» voXBfjL^ Tcaxcav fi^l^xu^ aXXtt r« rav 
woXsfjiiKcov Smfytia'Bcov kocJu Viiv aTToXxvei icoCkd 
^Bocijutjog^ axtvhvcag rriv fioL'/yii^f WB^ucav, t^ [^yj^BV 
%Xm rm 'OMHPIKnN ONOZA20AI, 4^Qi &o- 

fMXureU 3^ K»}»fABll1^0iO-&UU 

The. 
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l^he fame remarfc, adds the learned 
fcholiaft, may with equal juftice be ex- 
tended to every other book of the Iliad. 
Were the reader condu£led under the 
fame intellectual guidance through the 
whole work, he would find every part of 
this divine poem, not only faultlefs, but 
tranfcendently fublime and beautiful. 

*Ov Koci %fi/^ay wye* aKivdvvcag ^ roiocvrvj UceXXaQ^ 
tig roL KA0EKA2TA rriq 'OfjLri^iTCTjg 'Troifja-Bcag, 

eix crvviTfiv uK^ourriv ovSocfiug fjufji^oijo oui 

Tig TO Tfjg fca%ij^ s^yov. 

The praife, fo juftly due to his unrival- 
led excellence, is here affumed by the 
Poet with a modefty and delicacy, which 
even the moft fcrupulous moraliil could, 
not difapprove. 

'Of the fame kind is a paffage in au;- 
other author, who in general will be little: 
fufpeded of modefty and referve. In the* 
Nephelae of Ariftophanes, one of the ac- 
tors, after having heard a choral fpng, en- 
quires eagerly, 
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By Jupiter I mtreat thee, O ! Socrates^ tell me, who af^ 
tbrffr who fpeak fo majtftkally f 

XX^q n Aiog oc»I$CoXbi9 erf, p^ov nvis w^ 

% (pOiy^ofjLBvm nro to XEMNON; A. l.S. iv* 

On which it is obferved in the fcholiay 
that the Poet is here covertly praifing 
himfelf ; when by the mouth of Strepfiades 
Be calls the^ fong of the choras majeJHc : 
for fo it really is. But, while he throws 
thefe praifes on the Nephelae, the leading 
chara6tere in the drama, he thinks by this 
artifice to efcape the hazard of giving of- 
fence to his audience. 

ABy^)j9oJek)gj (pourtf, euvjov STTotivei, 2EMNON Mcu 
y^Bycav TO fjieXog' Bg-i ya^ ttSJo a^XtjQsg. 'O J(B tov bttcu" 
90V sm Tug ^b^sXo^ t^B'TTcov^ hk otijcci ^o^iKog tivou. 

It will be entertaining, and not unin- 
ftru<9:ive, to obferve with what confum*^ 
mate ik ill a great mailer, out of the rude 
hints, which he caught from the old fcho- 
liaft, has formed an elegaat and highly 
finilhed eulogy on our own immortal dra- 
matift. ^ " The knowledge of antiquity,'' 

i&tys 
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fays this ' accompliftied writer, " requifite 
to fucceed in them/' (mafks at •that time 
ef day in prodigious vogue J '' was, I ima- 
gine, the reafon that Shakefpear was not 
over fond of trying his hand at thefe 
elaborate trifles. Once indeed he did, 
and with fuch fuccefs as to difgrace the 
very beft things of this kind in Johnfon. 
The fhort malk in the Tempeft is fitted 
up with clafTical exadinefs. But its chief 
excellence lies in the beauty of the fliow, 
and the richnefs of the poetry. Shake-, 
fpear wasfofenfible of his fuperiority^ that 
he could not help exulting a little upon ity 
V^hen he makes Ferdinand fay ^ 

This is a moft majeftic vijzon^ and 
Hvmonious ^harming lays." A. iv. S. i. 

You will readily allow me, that this little 
Effay cannot any way be more happily 
concluded, than with this fine paflage: I 
will not therefore detain you a moment 
longer, than to bid you 

Adieu. 
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i.ettter i. 
• Adventurer, No, 63. 

^ I am much a ftranger to your perfon, ^nd, what it 
may, perhaps^ be fcarce decent for me to profefs to you, 
even to your writings.— Thefe then are the confiderations, 
which induced me to employ an hour or ttuo. of leijure in 
giving your book a free examination. 

Letter to the Rev. Di. Thomas LAland, 
1764. pp. 279, 280. 

« Yet^ have {pared you the difguft of confidering thofe 
vulgar paffages, which every body recolkfts, and fets 
down for acknowledged imitations. 

Hurd, Marks of Imitation, p. 7J. 1757. 

^ Perhaps the ftrft that occurred to my thoughts was 
Mr. Addison. But the obfervation iiolds.of others, and 
of one in particular, (Pope) very much his fupertor m 
true Genius* Jbid, p. 12. 

I % • One 



Xl6 NOTES. 

« One of the moft ilriking paflages in die Effiij on 
Man» is tbe following : 

Superior Beings, &c. 

Can you doubt ? from the fingularity of the fentiment, 
duit the great Poet had his ejre on Plato, who makes So- 
crates lay, in allufion to a remark of Heraclitus, 

Hipp. Major* 
The application indeed is different. And it could not be 
otherwife. For the obfervation, which the philofopher 
refers vgog ©EON, is in the poet given to Superior Beings 
only. The confequence is, that the Ape is an objeft of 
derifion in the former cafe, of admratim in the latter. 

Ibid. p. 33i« 

' Thefhapesand appearances of things are apprehMded 
enly in tbe grofs by dull minds. They think they fee, but 
it is through a mift, where if they catch but a faint glimpfe 
of the form before them, it is well : more one is not to 
look for from their clouded imaginations. 

Hurd,Difcourfe on Poedcal Imitation, _ 

p. 133, Ed. 1768^ 

f Tbe Publifher. No. 11. 

^ It is a f3ithful and pure maiden ftory, never blown 
upon before, in any language but in Spanifli. 

Letters by James Howell, Efq. B. IV. L. XL 
As it is delivered in a language you love, and is befides a 

pailag« 
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paiEige not much iloum upon by the dealers in fuch fcrapSy 
I thought it might perhaps aiFord you fome amufement. 
Delicacy of Friendfbip. Anon, fub finem> p. 233, 

^^ The conclufion is ftill more certainy when, together 
with a general likenefs of fentiments, we find the fame 
difpojition of the parts \ efpecially if that difpofition be in 
no common form. Marks of Imitation, p. 30. 
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* Sec Letter i. p. 6. 

^Wakefield's Edition <tf Gra/s Poems, Advertile- 
ment. 

« It were to be wiflied that MrG ray himfdf had 
felefted fome few paflagcs of Pindar, by which he might 
have convinced every reader, how clofely and happily he 
has followed Pindar*s manner of conducting the iimile 
and fubjedl together. Huntingford's Apology, p. 8o« 

* XI J 3^05roTf a^wv ^oTotAoq STtSiovJe Konm, 
XstfjLctffHg xar ogEafiVy (nraiofjtsvos Aiog ofiSfVj 
Tio»ag is ifvg aia>£a^y 7ro>?^ % ts Treuxas 
Eorftgerooy 7ro?\j\ov h t afvaysTW us aX« ^o^Afr 

I 3 Non 
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Non fie, aggeribus ruptis cum fpumeus amiaf 
Exiit, oppoficafque evicit gurgite moleSy 
Feitur in arva furens cumulo^campoTque per omnes 
Cum ftabulis armenta trahit Virg. ^n. II. 496. 

• Mafotfs Ed. of Gray's Works. Note, p. 85. 

' Vide paffim liaiah, Jeremiah, Ea&ekicl| Book of 
Revelations, &c. 



LETTER lU. 



■ Richard the fecond, (as we are told by ARBP. Scroop, 
and the confederate Lords in their manifefto, by Thomas 
Walfmgham and all the older writers) was ftarved ta 
death. The ftory of his affafflnation by Sir Piers of 
Exon is of much later date. Gray's Note« 

* Hurd, Dlfcourfe on Poetical Imitation, 1753, p. 150, 

"" Ogden's Sermons, 2 vol. Ed. by Dr. Hallifax, 1780. 
vol. 2. Senaoa XI. p. 149. 

* The oblervation may be extended to all thofe paf- 
fages (which are innumerable) in our poets, that allude to 
the rites, cuftoms, language, and theology of Paganifm 
— — v/W the management of learned allujion is to be r/- 
gardedy perhaps^ as one of the nicejl offices of Invention. 

* I Book of Samuel, c. xvii, v. 49t 

Progrefe 
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* Progrefs of Poetry. 

< Acron» Porphyrion^ Anton. Mancinellus, &c. 

* M^is on pcut auffi fort bicn entendre ce ^^Jiridor 
Mcutus** du bruit, que font les ailes de la Fortune, dont 
Horace dit alleurs, *< Si ceUres quatit pennasJ* Si la 
Fortune fe met a battredes ailes pour fe eilvoler. 

Dacier, Note, p. 387. 

^ Rapacitbr, the tegularly^formed adverb, though 
ix> where in ufe« 
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f 
* I ihall need no apology to the reader for conducting 

\\fa fomewhat Icifurely in what follows, though with all 
the difpatch fo extended a matter will permit, through the 
foverai brambts of it. 

Difcourfe on Poetical Imiution, p. i. 
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LETTER V. 

• k was not thus that an able critic (Mr. Hurd) lately 
explained Vifgil's noble Allegory in the beginning of the 
third Gcorgic, where, under die idea of a magnificent 
temple, to be raifed to the divinity of Auguftus, the 
Poet promifes the famous epic poem, which he afterwards 
erected to his honour, or, as our Milton (ays, ^ built the 
lofty rhyme." D. L. EcL by Bp. of Worcefter^p. 302. 

* It was not enough in your enlarged view of things td 
reftore either of thefe models (Ariftotle or Longinus) to 
its ancient fplendour. They were both to be revived; 
or rather a new original plan cff criticifm to be ftruck 
out, which (hould unite the virtues of each of tbenu 

Dedication of the Epiftle to Auguftus, with ah 
Englifh Commentary and Notes, 1753. 

^ The able Critic YMr. Hurd) looked into F. Catrou, 
in whDai iie found all that his mafter (Dr. Warburton) 
fo applauds and exalts, (fee note *) only not quite io fine-^ 
drawn or wire-drawn, 

Confufion worfe Confounded, 1772, p. 74» 

Primus Idumaeus referam tibi, Mantua, palmas : — — 

Virg. Geor. iii. 13. 

If the if{genuoufnefs and delicacy of a R. R, crlric, 
(who is faid to have owed his prefent dignity to a note 
on the context) had not been long known, an ordinary 
reader might be ftartled at the refemblance between his 
Lordftiip's critique and Catron's 5 whilft a fajlidious one^ 
^ in 
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tn a fplcnetic mood, might apply, like another Edwards, 

the marh of Imitation^ as fo many camns to annoy their 

founder. Hiftory of the Caliph Vathek, 1786. 

Note, p, 269. 

* It fliould be remembered that Mr. Hurd was onfe of 
the ableft fupports and biighteft ornaments of this cele- 
brated fchool. 

* It would have been more generous and juft in you 
<o have acknowledged yourfelf indebted to Mr, L. for 

the application of the meteoric appearances from 'Ca« 
iaubon's Adverfaria to this fubje<9: ; which, when it ap- 
peared in your more popular volume, was received with 
lapplaufe, as new and very ingenious ; an applaufe, which, 
as you could not but know, belonged to him. 

Dr. Lowth*s Third Letter to 
Dr. Warburton, 1766. 

Mr. Warburton, who fiippofes which thought, 

wrong as it is, though he lets it pafs for his own, was 
borrowed, or more properly JfoUfty from a French Ro- 
mance, called the Life of Sethos. 

Cooper's Life of Socrates, 
4th Ed. 1771. p. 102. 
Les feftes phflofophiques cherchoient a diviner le ^dog- 
me cache fous le voile des ceremonies, & tachoient de la 
ramener chacune a lelir dodrine dans Phypothefe des Epi-« 
<^uriens, adoptee de nos jeurs par M. M. Le Clerc & 
Warburton. Le Clerc adopted it in the year 1687. 

Mr. Warburton invented it in the year 1738. 

Critical Obfervations on the Sixth Book 

oftheiEneis, 1770. p. 8. 

As 
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As this laft notion was pHhEJbid in French, & yon 
before it was invented in j&nglifh, the learned author of 
tbe D. L. has been feverely treated by fome ungemrout 
advertaries. Appearances, it muft be confefled, wesu- a 
very fufpicious afpedt ; but what are appearances^ when 
weighed againft his Lordihip% declarations. 
^ • Ibid. p. 33. Sec Note ^ 

f That I may not continue worfe in your efteem than 
I deferve, give me leave to tell you, that I am no plagiary 
from your father. This is a point of honour , in which I 
am particularly delicate. I will venture to boaft again 
to you, that I believe no autht)r was ever more averfe to 
take to hlmfelf any thing that belonged to another. 

Dr. Warburtott's 4th Letter to Dr. Lowdi, 1766. 

V Diicourfe on Poetical Imitation, p. 123. 
* Ibid. p. 127. . 

y^ Publica materies privati juris crit, - 

Hor. Ars Poet 131. 
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To the Reverend Mr. William Warburton. 
* Reverend Sir, 

Give me leave to prefent you with the foltowing eflay 

on the Epiftle to Auguftus; whichj whatever other merit 

it may want, is fure of this, that it hath been planned on 

thi beji modfL Dedication of Horace's Epiftle, &c, 

7 . ' * Se 
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^ So nicety do you underftand what belongs to this 
intcficourfe of Learned Friendsy that in the inftance before 
tis you do not feem, I think, to have exceeded the modeft 
proportion even of a temperate and cbafte praife. 

Delicacy of Friendfhip, p, 219. 

' That the fubterraneous adventures of -/Eneas were 

intended by Virgil to reprefent the initiation of his hcrO| 

is an elegant conjecture, which hath been laid before the 

public, and fet forth to the heft advantage^ by a learned 

friend. Jortin, Differtation vi. p. 239. 

^ Letter of Dr. Warburton to Dr. Jortin, November 
to, I7SS- 

* His (Warburton's) fervile flatterers (fee the baft 
and malignant eflay on the Delicacy of Friendfliip) ex- 
alting their mafter far above Ariftotle and Longinus, 
aflfaulted every modeft dilTenter, who refufed to confute 
the oracle, and adore the idoL 

Lord Sheffield's' Life of Mr. Gibbon, p. ij;, 

' .Delicacy of Friendfliip. 

« The advantages of friendfliip are reciprocal; and^ 
theugh it be very clear to other people which is the gainer 
by this intercourfcy who knows but Dr. Jortin, in his 
great modefty, might fuppofe the odds to lie on his iidc. 

Ibid. p. 230. 

' ^ From the year 1749 to the year 1758. 
• To remove the myfterious veil, which hath long hurtj 
dirkly over the tranfadions of certain literary men, emi- 
nent 
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nent in thetr day, and the more decifively to vindieate 
the charadier of Dr. Jortin from the unprovoked attacks 
injurioufly made upon it by thofe, who, as they daily fzw^ 
ought to have refpeded his virtues and abilities, it has 
been fuggefted, that it would be an ad of juftice to make 
thefe letters public. 

* See Letter, v. p. 54. 

* I have read your Dlffertation on the Principles of 
Human Eloquencey and {hall very readily, I dare fay, be 
indulged in the liberty I am going to take, of giving you 
iny free thoughts upon it. I ihall do it with all the regard 
that is due from one fcholar to another^ Letter to the 
£everend Thomas Leiand, Introdudion. 
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* See Letter v. Note *• 

^ Kurd's Note, p. 44* 

« Gray's Poems by Mr. Mafon. 
I^rogrcfs of Poetry, Note p. 18. 

* The whole conception, we fliall fee, is of the utmoft 
grandeur and magniificences though, according to the 

filial 
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ufual management of the poet, (which, as not being appn^ 
bended by his critics, hs^th furniflied occafion, even to the. 
left ojthem^ to charge him with the want of the fublime.) 
&c, Kurd's Note, p. 38. 

* Under this encouragement, I could not withftand the 
temptation of difclofmg thus much of one of the nobleft 
iiSions of Antiquity; and the rather, as the propriety 
§f allegoric compofition^ &c. Ibid. p. 48, 
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■ See Letter V. Note «. 

* Of thefe his love of letters and of virtue, his venera- 
tion of great and good ,men, his delicacy of honour in not 
ajfuming to himfelf or deprejjing the merit of othersy his 
readinefs to give their due to all men of real defer t, whofe 
principles he oppofes, and ■ . 

Delicacy of Friendfliip, p. 21 6. 

« See Letter v. Note \ 
< Ibid. Note •. ' 

• Yet I muft needs think him (Warburton) confider- 
ably above MinelUus and Farnaby^ and almoft equal to old 
Servius himfelf, though perhaps one doth not find in him the 

fingular ingenuity you admire in the lajl of thefe critics. 

Delicacy of Friendfhip, p. 219. 



It6 NOTES, 



LETTER IX. 

* Eflay on the Principles of Tranflation, iaid to te 
written by Dr. Tytler. 

^ £lg If:. ?' EvTCDf ^ our txfitfn fuya fMv6oi^ ommoC 

MtajH Jsfof iXur ■ IL iii. 76. 

He iaid. The challenge Hector heard with joy» 
Then with his fpear reftrain'd the youth of Troy, 
Held by the midft athwart, and near the foe,. 
Advanced with fteps majeftically flow. 

Hedor fiays not to reply to his brother, but runs away 
widi the challenge immediately, &c. Note % v. IC9. 

The fpirit of the original is as juftly conceived ia 
^u Pope's note, as it is unhappily mifreprefented in his 
tranfladon; and both together produce the following cojk 
tradifiory medley. 

He£lor does not ftay to reply to his brother, but rum 

away irmnediately with fteps majefiicalljn JIow. 

Wood's Efiay on the original genius of 
Homer, 1755. p* 78. 
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LETTER X. 

• Plutarch, mgi TOT EATTON EIIAINEIN ANE- 

moeoNas. 

^ To xavxotff^au Trofa xaifw 
Mavma-s? moxfexu. Pind. Oh ix. S8# 

^ Tafvs/Mf. yaguBTON Oxonienfes. 

See Dawe's Mifc, Crit. Ed. Burgeff. p. 52, 

• srETovwf. 

Omnes, quantum video, ubique ; quod unde, aut cur^ 
in 9rOTa»Qig Oxonienfes mutarint, nee apparet, nifi forte 
ex Pjth. viii. 46. Occurit utrumque. 

Heyke. 

• Four fwans fiiftain a car of lilver bright, 

With heads adiranc'd, and pinions ftretch'd for flight : 
Here like fome furious prophet Pindar rode, 
And feem'd to labour with th' infpiring God, &c. 

Temple of Fame, v. 210* 

f Marks of Imitation, pp. 24, 25. 



